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(2) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(except that 

subparagraph (B)(i) of such paragraph shall 
not apply)’’ after ‘‘paragraph (4)’’; and 

(3) by redesignating clauses (ii) and (iii) as 
clauses (i) and (ii), respectively. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 
2306(d)(5) of such title is amended by striking 
‘‘section 491’’ both places it appears and in-
serting ‘‘section 2732’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
3126. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of S. 3126. This bill was introduced 
by Senator BRAUN. 

I thank my friend, Representative 
LUTTRELL, who is the chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs, for leading the 
House companion bill to this important 
bill. 

The Mark Our Place Act would en-
sure that every Medal of Honor recipi-
ent is properly honored where they 
have been laid to rest. 

Under current law, only Medal of 
Honor recipients who served on or after 
April 6, 1917, can receive a headstone, 
grave marker, or medallion that re-
flects the Medal of Honor status. S. 
3126 would remove that unjust date 
limitation. 

It should go without saying that 
every Medal of Honor recipient’s story 
of service should be displayed on their 
headstone should their family wish to 
do so. 

The Medal of Honor is our Nation’s 
highest military award. It is reserved 
for servicemembers who have dem-
onstrated extraordinary bravery and 
self-sacrifice in combat. Over 2,000 
servicemembers were awarded Medals 
of Honor before April 6, 1917, and this 
bill would ensure that they are all rec-
ognized for their bravery. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 3126, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 3126, the Mark Our Place Act. 
I thank Senator MIKE BRAUN for intro-
ducing this bill and Representative 
MORGAN LUTTRELL for introducing the 
House companion. 

This bill authorizes the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to furnish a head-
stone, marker, or medallion signifying 
the status of a deceased member of the 
Armed Forces as a Medal of Honor re-

cipient regardless of when the member 
served. 

In spite of what the President-elect 
may think, the Medal of Honor is the 
highest award for valor in action 
against an enemy force that can be be-
stowed upon an individual serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 
Since 1976, VA has provided distinctive 
government-furnished headstones and 
markers for Medal of Honor recipients 
to recognize this prestigious honor. 

Under current law, only Medal of 
Honor recipients who served after 1917 
are eligible for such markers, meaning 
many recipients, principally from the 
Civil War era, have not been able to re-
ceive the full array of honors from VA. 
This will remedy that situation and 
allow descendants of those recipients 
who served prior to 1917 to request ap-
propriate markers to honor their loved 
ones. 

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LUTTRELL), who is my good friend 
and the chairman of the Disability As-
sistance and Memorial Affairs Sub-
committee. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to be 
here today to speak on S. 3126, the 
Mark Our Place Act. I was proud to 
lead the House companion bill, H.R. 
6507. 

Under current law, VA is authorized 
to furnish or replace a headstone, grave 
marker, or medallion for only those 
Medal of Honor recipients who served 
on or after April 6, 1917. 

The Mark Our Place Act would re-
move unnecessary red tape that pro-
hibits VA from providing headstones 
with Medal of Honor markers to vet-
erans buried in private cemeteries. 

These veterans have risked every-
thing to protect our freedoms, and hon-
oring their service and sacrifice should 
be timeless. We must ensure that every 
recipient of our Nation’s highest mili-
tary decoration is recognized for their 
heroism. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Senator 
BRAUN, Chairman BOST, and Ranking 
Member TAKANO for their leadership, 
and I urge my colleagues to support S. 
3126. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I support 
S. 3126, the Mark Our Place Act, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage Mem-
bers to support this legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 3126. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KEEPING MILITARY FAMILIES 
TOGETHER ACT OF 2024 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 2181) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to repeal the sunset on en-
titlement to memorial headstones and 
markers for commemoration of vet-
erans and certain individuals and to re-
peal the sunset on authority to bury 
remains of certain spouses and children 
in national cemeteries, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2181 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Keeping 
Military Families Together Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF ENTITLEMENT TO MEMO-

RIAL HEADSTONES AND MARKERS 
FOR COMMEMORATION OF VET-
ERANS AND CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS. 

Section 2306(b)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2025’’ both places it appears and inserting 
‘‘September 30, 2032’’. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO BURY RE-

MAINS OF CERTAIN SPOUSES AND 
CHILDREN IN NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES. 

Section 2402(a)(5) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2025’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on S. 
2181, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of S. 2181, as amended. This bill 
was introduced by Senator PETERS. My 
colleagues, Representative JAMES and 
Representative RESCHENTHALER, intro-
duced companion bills. 

This bill would ensure that veterans 
can be laid to rest and mourned to-
gether with their spouses and children. 

Under current law, VA can inter cer-
tain family members together with 
their veteran loved one in a VA na-
tional cemetery only if those family 
members passed away before Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

VA can provide headstones or mark-
ers for certain family members whose 
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remains are unavailable for burial only 
if they passed away before September 
30, 2025. S. 2181, as amended, would ex-
tend those date limitations. 

As a veteran myself, this is a deeply 
personal issue to me. We must ensure 
that veterans and their families have 
the option of being laid to rest to-
gether. Therefore, Madam Speaker, I 
urge all of my colleagues to support S. 
2181, as amended, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 2181, as amended, the Keep-
ing Military Families Together Act. I 
thank Senator GARY PETERS for intro-
ducing this bill and Representative 
CHRIS PAPPAS, the ranking member of 
the Disability Assistance and Memorial 
Affairs Subcommittee, for introducing 
similar legislation in the House. 

This bill extends two Department of 
Veterans Affairs burial benefits pro-
vided to spouses and dependent chil-
dren of veterans or Active Duty serv-
icemembers. Specifically, the bill re-
quires VA to provide memorial 
headstones or markers for spouses or 
dependent children of veterans or serv-
icemembers who were serving on Ac-
tive Duty at the time of the spouse’s or 
child’s death. 

b 1630 

Additionally, the bill authorizes bur-
ial in any open national cemetery 
under the control of the National Cem-
etery Administration for a spouse or 
dependent child of veterans or service-
members who were serving on Active 
Duty at the time of the spouse’s or 
child’s death. 

Madam Speaker, these burial au-
thorities were set to expire at the end 
of October, and many families would 
have been faced with extremely dif-
ficult decisions about where to inter 
their loved ones. Thankfully, we were 
able to extend these authorities for an 
additional year in the most recent con-
tinuing resolution. 

However, families of veterans need 
more certainty. While I am dis-
appointed that we couldn’t extend 
these authorities permanently, as Sen-
ator PETERS and Ranking Member 
PAPPAS had originally intended, the 
additional 7 years presented in this bill 
will still allow for some time for some 
long-term end-of-life planning for 
many families. 

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I am 
ready to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close. I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I support S. 2181, as 
amended, the Keeping Military Fami-
lies Together Act, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Madam Speaker, once again, I en-
courage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 2181, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend the enti-
tlement to memorial headstones and 
markers for commemoration of vet-
erans and certain individuals and to ex-
tend authority to bury remains of cer-
tain spouses and children in national 
cemeteries, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT 
READINESS YIELD ACT OF 2024 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7653) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to update certain termi-
nology regarding veteran employment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H. R. 7653 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Employment Readiness Yield Act of 2024’’ or 
the ‘‘VERY Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. UPDATE OF CERTAIN TERMINOLOGY RE-

GARDING VETERAN EMPLOYMENT. 
Title 38, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘employment handicap’’ 

each place it occurs and inserting ‘‘employ-
ment barrier’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘employment handicaps’’ 
each place it occurs and inserting ‘‘employ-
ment barriers’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 7653. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 7653 offered by the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
DAVIS). 

Madam Speaker, the VERY Act 
would strike the term ‘‘employment 

handicap’’ from the law that authorizes 
the Veteran Readiness and Employ-
ment program and replace it with the 
term ‘‘employment barrier.’’ 

This term is used in the law to de-
scribe participants who are eligible and 
entitled to receive benefits and serv-
ices. The bill is a simple fix that would 
remove a negative view of the term 
‘‘handicap’’ and replace it with a more 
positive word. 

This Congress, VA has made signifi-
cant mistakes that have damaged their 
relationship with veterans, and it is 
our job as Congress to help VA rebuild 
trust with our veterans. 

While the new Trump administration 
has many issues to fix that were cre-
ated by the current administration, 
this change is a step in the right direc-
tion. This Congress, the Republican 
majority has worked hard to improve 
the VR&E program. 

Now, we have put the VA’s feet to the 
fire to ensure that veterans are put 
first when using the VR&E program. 
Representative DAVIS’ bill takes a step 
in the right direction to do exactly 
that. 

We must continue to break down bar-
riers to level the playing field for vet-
erans seeking employment. I thank the 
VFW and the DAV for supporting this 
bill. I also recognize the work of my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
on this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7653. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 7653, the Veterans Employment 
Readiness Yield Act of 2024, introduced 
by the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. DAVIS), my good friend. 

The Veteran Readiness and Employ-
ment, or VR&E, program offers vital 
services to help veterans and service-
members with service-connected dis-
abilities and those determined to have 
an employment handicap prepare for, 
find, and maintain suitable employ-
ment or live more independently. 

This bill would replace the terms 
‘‘employment handicap’’ and ‘‘serious 
employment handicap’’ with the terms 
‘‘employment barrier’’ and ‘‘serious 
employment barrier.’’ 

Historically, the term ‘‘handicap’’ 
has been associated with disadvantage 
or burden, which does not accurately 
reflect our veteran population. By 
making this change, we acknowledge 
the challenges that veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities often face in 
the job market. Eliminating the stig-
ma associated with these disabilities 
will encourage more veterans to par-
ticipate in the VR&E program, ulti-
mately assisting them in preparing for 
and securing meaningful employment. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
requested this change, which has bipar-
tisan support and incurs no cost. 

I thank the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. DAVIS) for his work on 
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