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Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Strong
Suozzi
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
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Wied
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
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NOT VOTING—18
Armstrong Granger Scott, David
Connolly Jackson (NC) Sherrill
Evans Jackson (TX) Swalwell
Ferguson Kiley Trone
Gallego LaTurner Waltz
Gottheimer Lee (NV) Wexton
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, | missed
the following votes, but had | been present, |
would have voted NO on Roll Call No. 468,
NO on Roll Call No. 469, AYE on Roll Call No.
470, AYE on Roll Call No. 471, AYE on Roll
Call No. 472, and NO on Roll Call No. 473.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, my votes
were not recorded today. Had they been re-
corded, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 470, YEA on Roll Call No. 471, YEA on
Roll Call No. 472, and YEA on Roll Call No.
473.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
ADOPTION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
National Adoption Month.

Adoption is all around us, even if we
don’t see it. Every day, there are chil-
dren adopted into loving families
across the country. Each year, more
than 100,000 children in the United
States foster care system wait for per-
manent homes. They wait for parents
who will cheer them on at soccer
games, comfort them through tough
days, and celebrate their successes.

Although it is estimated that be-
tween 2 to 4 percent of Americans have
adopted, more than one-third have con-
sidered it.

National Adoption Month is our op-
portunity to raise awareness, break
down barriers, and encourage more
families to consider opening their
hearts and homes to these children.

Mr. Speaker, adoption is more than a
legal process. It is an act of love and
commitment that changes lives for-
ever. For children, it means stability,
safety, and belonging. For parents,
adoption means fulfilling a calling to
nurture, guide, and unconditionally
love a child. Together, adoption creates
families built not by blood but by
heart.
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SUPPORTING FARM BILL PASSAGE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to implore my colleagues to im-
mediately move a clean farm bill to
the floor, including a disaster supple-
mental to support American farms,
businesses, and rural communities.

Both the House and Senate have re-
leased a farm bill. It is long overdue for
the Republican leadership to act. The
farmers, producers, and growers we
serve need certainty from their law-
makers.

Farms are businesses. They must
know what to expect. We cannot run
out their clock.

Farmers need a plan for the next sea-
son now, especially with all the enor-
mous crop losses across the country.
What equipment can they afford to
buy? Will they get a deduction for it?
What will be reference prices for their
crops? What will be their insurance
rates? Above all, what disaster assist-
ance will exist to recover from both
last season’s and this season’s crop
losses?

Look at this chart. Imagine you are
an Ohio farmer. Imagine you don’t
even know what disaster assistance
will be available before the next grow-
ing season. How can you plan? Farmers
need clarity now.

If we don’t support our farmers, there
will be no food on the table. Congress
must pass a farm bill with disaster re-
lief funding now. That will strengthen
the farm safety net and the financial
well-being of our farmers.

What America makes and grows
makes and grows America.

————

HONORING JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT
SAVANNAH BUSINESS HALL OF
FAME HONOREES JEFF KOLE
AND DIANA MORRISON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Jeff Kole
and Diana Morrison for their achieve-
ments as the 2024 honorees of the Jun-
ior Achievement Savannah Business
Hall of Fame.

Jeff Kole is the president of Kole In-
vestment Co. and is actively involved
in improving the Savannah community
through numerous boards and charity
organizations. In addition, he is the
founding facilitator and board chair of
East Savannah United, a nonprofit
that will open a new library and chil-
dren’s center next year.

Diana Morrison is the founder and
CEO of Ad Specialty. She built her suc-
cessful business up from just the trunk
of her car.

Diana contributes her time to many
organizations in the Savannah area
and has been honored by the Savannah
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Area Chamber of Commerce twice for
her accomplishments.

I am proud to have leaders like Jeff
and Diana in our district. I wish them
both the very best.

————
O 1700

RURAL COMMUNITIES NEED
HEALTHCARE

(Ms. HOYLE of Oregon asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of Rural
Health Month. One-third of Oregon’s
counties are frontier counties, which
have even more struggles accessing
healthcare than our rural commu-
nities.

We need to make sure that the people
who are feeding our country—our farm-
ers, our fishermen, and our ranchers—
can access the healthcare that they
need. The barriers are great.

I was just able to get $2 million to
build a chemotherapy care clinic in
Curry County. It would take 7% hours
for people needing chemotherapy to be
able to go get treatment, having to
travel by car on dangerous roads. We
need to do better.

These people are the heart of our
country, and we need to invest in
healthcare for our rural communities.

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF SERGEANT KESTER B. HARD-
MAN

(Mr. MOONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the life and sacrifice of Sergeant
Kester B. Hardman of Ritchie County,
located in the beautiful Second Dis-
trict that I represent.

Sergeant Hardman, a dedicated serv-
iceman of the Army’s Second Infantry
Division in the Korean war was re-
ported missing in action after intense
combat near Suncheon, South Korea.

North Korean authorities reported he
had died in 1951 as a prisoner of war,
but his remains were never identified.
In 1954, 848 unidentified remains were
recovered from North Korea and laid to
rest among countless other unidenti-
fied servicemen at the National Memo-
rial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii.

After 70 years of being unidentified,
in May of this year, the fantastic lab of
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency was able to use dental and
medical records to identify Sergeant
Hardman and notify his family.

Sergeant Hardman was finally laid to
rest on October 17 of this year in his
hometown of Smithville with the honor
and dignity he deserves.
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF PAS-
TORAL LEADERSHIP BY REV-
EREND DR. MARCUS D. COSBY

(Mrs. LEE CARTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to honor Wheeler Avenue Baptist
Church’s great leader, Dr. Marcus D.
Cosby for 20 years of pastoral leader-
ship. Wheeler Avenue Baptist is located
in the 18th District of Texas.

The church, founded in 1962 by the
late great Reverend Dr. William A.
Lawson, has a rich history of faith and
standing for social justice.

Dr. Cosby was the immediate selec-
tion of Dr. Lawson. In 2008, he was in-
ducted into the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Board of Preachers at Morehouse
College in Atlanta, Georgia.

Under Dr. Cosby’s leadership, the
congregation has grown to over 15,000
dedicated members, many in the 18th
Congressional District. Wheeler Ave-
nue Baptist Church is dedicated to
community service. They have a robust
food pantry, meal distribution pro-
grams, and scholarships for students
where they focus on closing the aca-
demic achievement gap. In 2024, to
honor Dr. Lawson’s legacy, Dr. Cosby
and the church donated $1 million to
five universities.

Dr. Cosby is married to the lovely
first lady, Mrs. Audrey Marie Cosby.
They have five children, including:
daughters, Adrienne, Ashley, Aliyah;
and two sons, Marcus D. Cosby, II, and
Matthew D. Cosby. They also have one
grandson.

I celebrate Marcus D. Cosby for 20
years of pastoral leadership. I ask that
we join together in congratulating this
remarkable leader and look forward to
his good and faithful service for many
years to come.

———

TAX RELIEF FOR HOSTAGES

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Stop Terror-Fi-
nancing and Tax Penalties on Amer-
ican Hostages Act.

Ryan Corbett, who grew up in my dis-
trict, has been held hostage by the
Taliban in Afghanistan for 832 days. It
is inconceivable that Americans like
Ryan, who endure such brutal hard-
ship, should come home only to face a
tax bill or penalties from our govern-
ment, but that is what the current law
prescribes.

Our Tax Code offers Americans held
hostage just 1 year of relief before late
fees and interest begin to accrue. This
bill ensures that those individuals can
return home without the added burden
of financial fallout, allowing them to
rebuild their lives.

This legislation also strengthens our
stance against terrorism by revoking
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tax-exempt status from U.S. nonprofits
that provide financing to groups like
Hamas. Just as captors holding Amer-
ican citizens should not receive a dime
in American taxpayer aid, neither
should terrorist sympathizers receive
tax relief from our Federal Govern-
ment.

————

VETERAN HOMELESSNESS IS
UNACCEPTABLE

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to address an issue of
great importance to the veterans in
North Carolina’s First Congressional
District and across our Nation: veteran
homelessness.

In traveling across my district, I
have heard from veterans and constitu-
ents about how unacceptable it is that
so many veterans who have put their
lives on the line for our freedoms are
without homes.

While recent data from the VA shows
a nearly 60 percent reduction in the
unhoused, there is still so much work
to be done.

The House overwhelmingly passed
H.R. 8371. It requires the VA to imple-
ment a strategic plan expanding serv-
ices to help veterans secure permanent
housing, access basic needs, and receive
healthcare and job support. Congress
must continue to support such legisla-
tion to end veteran homelessness.

—————

AMERICAN FOOD SUPPLY
CONCERNS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., has been
raising concerns that a lot of people
have been thinking about for a while,
about what is in our food, including
yellow dye No. 6, or its chemical name,
Acid Yellow 23, commonly found in
many snack products and things like
popcorn.

This synthetic dye has been linked to
allergic reactions such as hives and
asthma and may contribute to behav-
ioral issues like hyperactivity in chil-
dren. It has also been criticized for po-
tential long-term health risks, includ-
ing anxiety, learning difficulties, and
even possibly cancer risks when con-
sumed in large amounts over time.

Despite being FDA approved, there
are growing concerns over the safety of
artificial dyes, prompting some compa-
nies to remove them from their prod-
ucts. I notice also that in Europe a lot
of these products aren’t in their foods,
but they are somehow for some reason
in the United States’ forms of it.

Coal tar byproducts, like tartrazine,
are found not only in food, but also
personal care products like toothpaste,
shampoo, and lotions. These synthetic
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