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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise
to give notice of my intent to raise a
question of the privileges of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

House Resolution, directing the Com-
mittee on Ethics of the House of Rep-
resentatives to release to the public
the Committee’s report on its inves-
tigation into allegations against
former Representative Matt Gaetz.

Whereas, on April 9, 2021, the Com-
mittee on Ethics of the House of Rep-
resentatives announced that it had
begun to review allegations that Rep-
resentative Matt Gaetz may have en-
gaged in sexual misconduct and illicit
drug use, shared inappropriate images
or videos on the House floor, misused
State identification records, converted
campaign funds for personal use, and
accepted a bribe, improper gratuity, or
impermissible gift in violation of the
rules of the House, laws, or other
standards of conduct;

Whereas, the Committee on Ethics of
the House of Representatives has com-
pleted its review into allegations pur-
suant to Committee Rules 14(a)(3) and
18(a) that Representative Gaetz may
have engaged in sexual misconduct and
illicit drug use, accepted improper
gifts, dispensed special privileges and
favors to individuals with whom he had
a personal relationship, and sought to
obstruct government investigations of
his conduct;

Whereas, on November 13, 2024, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump announced
his nomination of former Representa-
tive Matt Gaetz to serve as Attorney
General;

Whereas, on November 13, 2024, Rep-
resentative Matt Gaetz announced his
resignation from Congress;

Whereas, there is precedent for the
Committee on Ethics of the House of
Representatives to release reports on
former Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, should information in
those reports remain relevant to the
function of Congress;

Whereas, the decision by the Com-
mittee on Ethics of the House of Rep-
resentatives not to release its report
on its investigation into the serious al-
legations against former Representa-
tive Matt Gaetz impedes the ability of
the Senate to provide advice and con-
sent on this nomination; and

Whereas, a failure of the Committee
on Ethics of the House of Representa-
tives to release its report on its inves-
tigation impedes the dignity and integ-
rity of the legislative proceedings of
the House: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Committee on
Ethics of the House of Representatives
shall immediately release to the public
the committee’s report on its inves-
tigation into allegations against
former Representative Matt Gaetz, in-
cluding any conclusions, recommenda-
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tions, attachments, exhibits, or accom-
panying material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Illinois will appear in the
RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

————
O 1730

ELECTING A MEMBER TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1585

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY: Ms. Lee Car-
ter of Texas.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6887 AND
H.R. 6598

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I hereby remove my name as
cosponsor of H.R. 6887 and H.R. 6598.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is granted.

———

RECOGNIZING SAMARITAN’S
PURSE AND MOUNTAIN WAYS

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rec-
ognize the incredible work being done
by Samaritan’s Purse run by Franklin
Graham and Mountain Ways run by my
friend Joe Baker in response to the
devastation caused by Hurricane He-
lene.

When the storm left countless fami-
lies without homes, power, or hope,
these organizations stepped up imme-
diately. They didn’t wait for a list of
instructions or wonder how they would
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get it done. They got to work deliv-
ering food, supplies, and hands-on as-
sistance to those hit hardest.

Samaritan’s Purse and Mountain
Ways embody the best of who we are as
Americans: neighbor helping neighbor,
faith in action, and compassion when it
is needed most. Their efforts have been
a lifeline for the victims of Helene, pro-
viding not just relief but dignity and
hope.

We need to take a hard look at how
FEMA funds are distributed. Using
these funds as flow-throughs to organi-
zations like Samaritan’s Purse and
Mountain Ways will get resources
where they are needed faster and more
efficiently.

The truth is these groups know the
communities, they know the needs, and
they deliver the results because they
live there.

Mr. Speaker, when push comes to
shove and people need help the most, it
is organizations like these that come
through and save the day, not the Fed-
eral Government.

I would ask everybody to remember
these folks in their prayers this week-
end as apparently there is going to be
some pretty bad snowstorms up there,
and those people are just living in
tents, Mr. Speaker, still waiting on aid
from FEMA.

——————

HONORING FIREFIGHTERS IN
CALIFORNIA

(Ms. BROWNLEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and honor the brave
firefighters and first responders who
swiftly responded to and recently con-
tained the Mountain fire, a destructive
and devastating wildfire that burned
over 20,000 acres in the hillsides of
Camarillo in my district of Ventura
County, California.

Ignited on the morning of November
6, the blaze, fueled by 80-mile-per-hour
winds, quickly spread. While many
homes were damaged and destroyed in
this disaster, fortunately no lives were
lost thanks to the swift and strategic
response of emergency personnel.

I join a very grateful community in
thanking the men and women of the
Ventura County Fire Department, CAL
FIRE, the Ventura County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, local law enforcement, and the
unified command of 3,000 personnel on
the ground who responded to this inci-
dent and protected the lives and liveli-
hoods of so many.

I remain deeply inspired by the her-
oism of our firefighters and first re-
sponders and our community’s unwav-
ering support for one another as we
enter the recovery process and rebuild
a stronger Ventura County.

——————

REMEMBERING SPENCER LAWTON,
JR.

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the life of
famed Chatham County District Attor-
ney Spencer Lawton, Jr.

After graduating from the University
of Georgia’s law school, Lawton
worked in his family’s firm and found-
ed his own law firm before winning the
1980 election for Chatham County Dis-
trict Attorney.

Lawton served as the Chatham Coun-
ty DA for over 28 years where he mod-
ernized his management office, built an
incredible team, and created Georgia’s
first victim-witness assistance pro-
gram.

Lawton also helped to pass many
pieces of legislation, including victim
compensation and the Crime Victims’
Bill of Rights. The victim-witness pro-
gram Lawton created became a model
for prosecutors across the Nation.

In addition to this incredible work,
Lawton rose to fame for prosecuting
Jim Williams in John Berendt’s best-
selling book ‘‘Midnight in the Garden
of Good and Evil.”

Outside of his career, Lawton was
deeply involved in community organi-
zations, including the Mediation Cen-
ter, Coastal Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter, and the Savannah Music Festival.

Our community will forever remem-
ber Lawton’s service, and I send my
deepest condolences to his family and
friends.

——————

HONORING NATIONAL RURAL
HEALTH MONTH

(Ms. MCCLELLAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Rural
Health Month to bring attention to the
pressing need and to expand access to
comprehensive  healthcare services
throughout rural America.

The rural communities in my own
district of Virginia’s Fourth face some
of the worst public health outcomes of
all counties in Virginia. Over the past
2 years, I have consistently engaged
with these rural communities to hear
firsthand about the challenges they
face, including hosting a rural health
summit with counties in the southern
part of my district.

Throughout my conversations, I have
heard similar challenges facing various
rural communities, including the fol-
lowing: geographic constraints; long
commutes and limited transportation;
food deserts and a lack of access to
healthy, nutritious, balanced foods;
limited healthcare providers; insuffi-
cient access to culturally competent
care; physician and healthcare provider
shortages; and limited access to high-
speed internet and devices for tele-
health services.

Each of these contributes to the
healthcare challenges in our rural com-
munities and exacerbates existing dis-
parities.
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We must do more to support our
rural communities, and I look forward
to working with the Congressional Bi-
partisan Rural Health Caucus and
Members on both sides to do just that.

———

RECOGNIZING APPRENTICESHIPS

(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the hardworking ap-
prentices and those who are training
them in Idaho’s First District. Appren-
ticeships are a pipeline to good-qual-
ity, high-paying jobs.

Here is one example. My district is
home to Quanta Services’ Northwest
Lineman College, which is training the
next generation of skilled labor in the

electric power, telecommunications,
and natural gas industries. They
trained 763 apprentice and

preapprenticeship students last year at
the campus at Meridian, Idaho, and one
in five students is a veteran across
their multiple training facilities.

When disaster strikes, linemen are on
the front lines of the wreckage working
to restore power to millions of homes,
hospitals, and businesses.

This workforce is critical to build an
electric grid and a broadband network
that will deliver affordable and resil-
ient services to Americans. We must
ensure that our workforce is ready to
meet the Nation’s energy and
broadband challenges of tomorrow.

I am proud to represent a community
that supports and values apprentice
work.

————

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD
CHILDREN’S DAY

(Mrs. LEE CARTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to speak for so many of those un-
able to speak for themselves, our chil-
dren.

Today, we commemorate the 70th an-
niversary of World Children’s Day. The
need for this day is even more poignant
given the global challenges children
face around our world.

As the daughter of the founding
member of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Congress, the Honorable Sheila
Jackson Lee, I too am committed to
protecting and uplifting children.

I know that many of my colleagues
believe in supporting our children, and
I urge you to restore the child tax cred-
it. If the child tax credit was restored
today, in 2025, roughly 2.6 million fewer
children would live below the poverty
line.

My mother believed deeply in pro-
tecting our children, and she worked
vigorously to stop human trafficking
and especially to protect our youngest,
vulnerable Americans.

While protecting the lives of our chil-
dren is understood, we must also stand
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