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to the regions of those States that
have come to rely on these temporary
judgeships since their creation, in some
cases more than 30 years ago.

This bill takes into account the rec-
ommendations of the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States, and it is
sorely needed.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
the House to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of S. 3998, the Federal Judici-
ary Stabilization Act of 2024, a bill to
convert 10 temporary Federal judge-
ships to permanent seats.

Our country is facing a serious judi-
cial shortage and has for some time.
The last bill creating Federal district
court judgeships was passed into law
over 30 years ago.

Since that time, the Federal caseload
has ballooned, and it has become in-
creasingly difficult to ensure that
Americans are able to have their day in
court. This need spurred Republicans
and Democrats to seek passage of the
JUDGES Act earlier this year before
the November election.

That bill was predicated on an agree-
ment to give 25 judicial appointments
to the unknown at that time next
President. I was disappointed that Re-
publican leadership held the bill until
after the election in order to ensure
that their candidate controlled the ap-
pointments.

It was very disappointing to have
politics introduced on what should
have been a bipartisan bill. We can’t go
back in time and pass the JUDGES Act
before the election, but we can pass
this legislation on a bipartisan basis to
prevent the loss of 10 Federal judge-
ships when the current temporary
judgeships expire.

Temporary judgeships are designed
to help district courts reduce unusu-
ally large backlogs. Short-term judge-
ships look very similar to permanent
ones. They are created by Congress,
and the judges are appointed by the
President to a lifetime judgeship.

However, after a temporary judgeship
expires, the next person to retire or
otherwise leave the bench in that judi-
cial district is simply not replaced.
That is exactly what will happen if
these 10 temporary judgeships are al-
lowed to lapse.

When a judge retires, no new nomi-
nees will be sent to Congress. Those ju-
dicial districts will lose judgeships on
which they have relied for at least two
decades, and Americans living in those
districts will have trouble accessing
justice.

We may call these judgeships tem-
porary, but it is clear they are needed
on a permanent basis. The 10 at issue
today on S. 3998 have been reauthorized
again and again. Since they were first
authorized over 20 years ago, our Na-
tion has grown, and with it, the de-
mands on our Federal judicial system
have grown too.
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Making these 10 temporary judge-
ships permanent will ensure that peo-
ple living and working in those com-
munities have a Federal court system
that is more responsive to their needs.

The Federal Judiciary Stabilization
Act is a product of bipartisan, bi-
cameral work. I thank my colleagues
in both Chambers, Senators MAZIE
HIRONO and TED CRUZ along with Rep-
resentatives TED LIEU and LANCE
GOODEN for their hard work on this
bill.

The Senate passed this bill in April,
so if the House passes it today, it will
go directly to the President’s desk. I
am proud to support this bill. I urge all
of my colleagues to do the same

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
strengthen the rule of law and access
to justice, and provide stability to our
judiciary by ensuring the number of
Federal judges doesn’t decrease when
these temporary judgeships expire.

Each of these judicial districts has
relied on these temporary judgeships
for decades, and it is long past time
that we make them permanent. This
bill is a small, but meaningful step to-
ward making our courthouse doors ac-
cessible to all Americans, regardless of
where they live. I hope we can replicate
this bipartisan work in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill, and send it to the
President’s desk, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I echo the
comments of my colleague from across
the aisle, and I urge my colleagues in
the House to support this bipartisan,
bicameral piece of legislation, S. 3998,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. FrY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3998.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

JAMES MOUNTAIN INHOFE VA
MEDICAL CENTER

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
5314) to designate the medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the James Moun-
tain Inhofe VA Medical Center.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 5314

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF JAMES MOUNTAIN
INHOFE VA MEDICAL CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs under
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construction as of the date of the enactment
of this Act at 440 South Houston Avenue,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, shall after such date of en-
actment be known and designated as the
“James Mountain Inhofe Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center’’ or the ‘‘James
Mountain Inhofe VA Medical Center”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the med-
ical center referred to in subsection (a) shall
be considered to be a reference to the James
Mountain Inhofe VA Medical Center.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SELF). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S.
5314.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 5314, a bill to designate the med-
ical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as
the James Mountain Inhofe VA Med-
ical Center.

Senator James Inhofe was born in
1934 in Des Moines, Iowa. He was draft-
ed into the Army in 1956 and served
until 1958. After serving in Oklahoma
State politics and serving as the mayor
of Tulsa, Senator Inhofe was elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives rep-
resenting Oklahoma’s First District.

Senator Inhofe then represented the
State of Oklahoma in the United
States Senate from 1994 until 2023. Sen-
ator Inhofe chaired the Senate Armed
Services Committee, and was instru-
mental in passing legislation which en-
sures our Nation’s defense and the
well-being of our servicemembers.
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Senator Inhofe will be remembered
for his long legacy of public service,
from the U.S. Army to the U.S. Senate,
and I am proud to name this VA med-
ical center after him.

Anyone who knew Senator Inhofe
knew how much he cared for our Na-
tion’s men and women in uniform. I
thank the sponsor of this bill, Senator
LANKFORD, as well as the entire Okla-
homa delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 5314, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise to express my support for S.
5314, a bill to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the
James Mountain Inhofe VA Medical
Center, introduced by Senator
LANKFORD of Oklahoma.



H7174

This legislation is a fitting tribute to
the long and dedicated service of
former U.S. Senator James Inhofe,
whose legacy is defined by his unwaver-
ing commitment to serving OKla-
homa’s veterans and ensuring that
they receive the care and services they
have earned.

Born and raised in Tulsa, Senator
Inhofe served in the Army before be-
coming a Senator. He demonstrated a
lifelong commitment to service to his
community until his death earlier this
year.

As we continue to make investments
and support construction projects to
improve veterans’ access to care at VA
facilities, we will remember Senator
Inhofe’s tireless support of the new VA
facility that is currently under con-
struction and that will soon bear his
name.

Mr. Speaker, I support S. 5314 and
ask that my colleagues do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. HERN), my good friend.

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with great honor and pride to the leg-
acy of the remarkable Oklahoma Sen-
ator James Mountain Inhofe and to
support S. 5314, a bill sponsored by my
colleague Senator LANKFORD to name
the new VA medical center in Tulsa
after this towering figure in our
State’s history, and I would argue, in
our Nation’s history.

This new 275,000-square-foot, 58-bed
medical-surgical VA hospital will bear
the name of James Mountain Inhofe
VA Medical Center, a fitting tribute to
a man who dedicated his career to
championing our military, our vet-
erans, and their families.

Senator Inhofe’s legacy of service is
unmatched. From his early days as
mayor of Tulsa to his decades in the
Senate, he fought tirelessly for the
men and women who wear the uniform
of this Nation.

I thank Senator LANKFORD for lead-
ing this effort in the Senate and for en-
suring the unanimous passage of this
important bill.

It was an honor to introduce com-
panion legislation in the House along-
side the Oklahoma delegation, knowing
how much this hospital’s name will
mean to our veterans and their fami-
lies.

For those of us privileged to call Sen-
ator Inhofe a friend, this is deeply per-
sonal. His unwavering dedication to
our State and our Nation, his tireless
advocacy for those who served, and his
steadfast leadership left an indelible
mark on every corner of Oklahoma.

Naming this hospital in his honor en-
sures his legacy will endure, reminding
us all of the standard he set as a public
servant.

Oklahomans knew Senator Inhofe as
their Senator, their mayor, their advo-
cate, and most importantly, their
friend. This designation is more than a
tribute. It is a promise to carry for-
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ward his commitment to the men and
women who sacrificed so much for the
freedom of our Nation.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, I am ready to close,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

I ask all my colleagues to join me in
passing S. 5314 to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the
James Mountain Inhofe VA Medical
Center.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, 1
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 5314.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DESMOND
T. DOSS VA CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
3938) to designate the community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3938

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS DESMOND T. DOSS VA CLINIC
IN LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Lynchburg, Virginia, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘‘Private
First Class Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be considered
to be a reference to the Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. B0oST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks on S. 3938.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?
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There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of S. 3938, a
bill that designates the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Lynchburg,
Virginia, as the Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.

Desmond T. Doss was born in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, in 1919 and enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 1942 after the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor.

In 1944, he took part in both the Bat-
tle of Guam and the Battle of the Phil-
ippines, serving as a medic in the 77th
Infantry Division. While serving in
those battles, he earned two Bronze
Stars for exceptional valor in assisting
wounded soldiers while under fire.

In 1945, during the Battle of Okinawa,
PFC Doss saved an estimated 76 wound-
ed men atop the infamous Hacksaw
Ridge. For his heroism, he was awarded
the Medal of Honor by President Tru-
man.

After the war, he raised a son with
his wife, Dorothy, on a small farm in
Georgia.

PFC Doss remains a testament to the
American spirit and an example of
going above and beyond to answer the
call of duty.

By naming the VA clinic after him,
his story of service will be told for gen-
erations of Americans.

I thank the sponsor of the bill, Sen-
ator WARNER, as well as the entire Vir-
ginia delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 3938, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
support for S. 3938, a bill to designate
the Department of Veterans Affairs
community-based outpatient clinic in
Lynchburg, Virginia, as the Private
First Class Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.
I thank my colleague Senator WARNER
for introducing it.

Private First Class Doss served with
extraordinary courage during many of
World War II’s fiercest battles. His ac-
tions saved the lives of hundreds of his
fellow soldiers, despite never being an
active combatant, and his story is
nothing short of heroic. I am proud to
support this bill to honor his service.

The son of a decorated World War I
veteran, Mr. Doss was raised in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, as a devout Seventh-
day Adventist. A cornerstone of his
faith was pacificism, but despite this,
he enlisted into the Army in April of
1942 following the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor.

During our Nation’s darkest hour, he
made the patriotic decision to balance
his religious belief in nonviolence with
a calling to protect his Nation by pur-
suing a nonarmed role as an Army
medic. Assigned to 2nd Platoon, Com-
pany B, 1lst Battalion, 307th Infantry
Division, Private First Class Doss soon
found himself in some of the Pacific
theater’s most intense combat. Nota-
bly, he was awarded two Bronze Star
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