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Healthcare and Benefits Improvement 
Act, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LUTTRELL). 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be here 
today to speak on S. 141, the Senator 
Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans 
Healthcare and Benefits Improvement 
Act. S. 141 includes provisions of my 
bill, H.R. 4461, the Modernizing Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Disability 
Benefit Questionnaires Act. 

Current practice does not require VA 
contractors who perform disability 
exams to submit disability benefit 
questionnaires, or DBQs, in a format 
that can easily be processed by VA 
claims automation software. 

This leads to backlogs and delays 
that could be avoided by submitting 
the DBQs based on a standard that 
computers can read. Computerizing the 
data is the key to helping VA process 
and adjudicate veterans’ claims faster. 

The Modernizing Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Disability Benefit Ques-
tionnaires Act would improve the 
DBQs, which are a critical part of the 
disability compensation process. As the 
VA moves forward with automation, 
standardizing the DBQ data will be cru-
cial to timely and accurate claims 
processing. 

Our veterans who have sacrificed so 
much for our country deserve a system 
that works for them and processes 
their disability compensation claims in 
an efficient manner. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 141. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation. It is life-changing legisla-
tion for our Nation’s veterans. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 141. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

VETERANS BENEFITS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2024 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
2513) to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to improve benefits administered 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2513 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLICATION OF DE-

PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
DISABILITY BENEFIT QUESTION-
NAIRE FORMS. 

Section 5101 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘, in-

cluding (except as provided in paragraph 
(4)(A)) all disability benefit questionnaire 
forms available to personnel of the Veterans 
Health Administration and covered non-De-
partment providers for the completion of ex-
aminations with respect to medical dis-
ability of applicants for benefits under laws 
administered by the Secretary’’ before the 
semicolon; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4)(A) The Secretary may exclude from 
publication under clauses (i) and (ii) of para-
graph (1)(A) any form described in subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph that the Sec-
retary determines could not reasonably be 
completed to a clinically acceptable stand-
ard by someone not an employee or a con-
tractor of the Department. 

‘‘(B) A form described in this subparagraph 
is a form that— 

‘‘(i) was available or in use at any time 
after the date of the enactment of the Vet-
erans Benefits Improvement Act of 2024; and 

‘‘(ii) has not been published under para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(C) The Secretary shall include on the 
same internet website as the website on 
which forms are published under paragraph 
(1)(A) a list of forms that have been excluded 
from publication pursuant to subparagraph 
(A), and for each such form, a justification 
for the exclusion of the form from publica-
tion.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘covered non-Department 
provider’ means a medical provider who is 
not an employee of the Department and who 
provides examinations with respect to med-
ical disability of applicants for benefits 
under laws administered by the Secretary 
pursuant to a contract with the Depart-
ment.’’. 
SEC. 3. IMPROVEMENT OF PROVISION OF MED-

ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS BY 
CONTRACTORS. 

(a) REPORT ON IMPROVING REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR TRAVEL RELATING TO MEDICAL DIS-
ABILITY EXAMINATIONS.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, after 
consulting with the Secretary of State and 
the Commissioner of the Social Security Ad-
ministration, shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
efforts of the Secretary to reimburse vet-
erans for expenses incurred traveling to a fa-
cility of the Department or of a covered non- 
Department provider incident to an exam-
ination with respect to the medical dis-
ability of the veteran for purposes of benefits 
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary, regardless of whether the facility is 
located inside or outside the United States. 

(b) COMMUNICATION BY NON-DEPARTMENT 
PROVIDERS PROVIDING MEDICAL DISABILITY 
EXAMINATIONS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANI-
ZATIONS DESIGNATED FOR PREPARATION, PRES-
ENTATION, AND PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS.—Any 
contract entered into by the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act under which a covered non- 
Department provider agrees to provide ex-
aminations with respect to medical dis-
ability for applicants for benefits under the 
laws administered by the Secretary, shall in-
clude a requirement that every communica-
tion from the covered non-Department pro-
vider to such an applicant regarding the 
scheduling of a covered medical disability 
examination be contemporaneously trans-
mitted to any person or organization— 

(1) designated by the applicant by a power 
of attorney filed with the Secretary; and 

(2) recognized under sections 5902, 5903, and 
5904 of title 38, United States Code, for the 
preparation, presentation, and prosecution of 
claims. 

(c) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
OUTREACH REGARDING CONTACT INFORMATION 
FOR CONTRACTORS PROVIDING COVERED MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS.—Not later 
than 120 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
in partnership with veterans service organi-
zations and such other stakeholders as the 
Secretary considers relevant and appro-
priate, shall implement an outreach program 
to provide veterans with the following infor-
mation: 

(1) Contact information for covered non- 
Department providers that provide examina-
tions with respect to medical disability of 
applicants for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, including the tele-
phone numbers such providers may use to 
contact veterans. 

(2) Notice of the requirement for a veteran 
to provide personally identifiable informa-
tion to such a provider when contacted in 
order to verify the identity of the veteran. 

(d) COVERED NON-DEPARTMENT PROVIDER.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘covered non-De-
partment provider’’ means a medical pro-
vider who is not an employee of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and who provides 
examinations with respect to medical dis-
ability of applicants for benefits under laws 
administered by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs pursuant to a contract with the De-
partment. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON SUPPORTING GOVERN-

MENTAL VETERANS SERVICE OFFI-
CERS WHO PREPARE, PRESENT, AND 
PROSECUTE BENEFITS CLAIMS BE-
FORE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
after consulting veterans service organiza-
tions and such other stakeholders as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs considers relevant 
and appropriate, the Secretary shall submit 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives a 
report on improving the support by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of covered gov-
ernmental veterans service officers. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report submitted 
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An assessment of the feasibility, advis-
ability, and current technical limitations of 
providing covered governmental veterans 
service officers enhanced access to certain 
Department systems to better serve veterans 
those governmental service officers may not 
have authorization to represent. 

(2) An assessment as to whether the De-
partment would benefit from the establish-
ment or designation of an office or working 
group within the Department to serve as an 
intergovernmental liaison between the De-
partment and governmental veterans service 
officers. 

(3) Any other recommendations to improve 
how the Department monitors, coordinates 
with, or provides support to covered govern-
mental veterans service officers. 
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(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘covered governmental vet-

erans service officer’’ means an employee of 
a State, county, municipal, or Tribal govern-
ment— 

(A) who is recognized by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs as a representative of a vet-
erans service organization to serve as a vet-
erans service officer; and 

(B) whose primary responsibilities include 
preparing, presenting, and prosecuting before 
the Department of Veterans Affairs claims 
for benefits under laws administered by the 
Secretary. 

(2) The term ‘‘veterans service organiza-
tion’’ means an organization recognized by 
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under section 5902 of title 38, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 5. BOARD OF VETERANS’ APPEALS INTERN-

SHIP PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 71 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 7114. Internship program 

‘‘The Secretary shall establish a competi-
tive internship program of the Board for in-
dividuals enrolled in the first or second year 
of law schools accredited by the American 
Bar Association.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 71 of 
such title is amended by adding at the end 
the following new item: 
‘‘7114. Internship program.’’. 

(c) DEADLINE.—The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall establish the internship pro-
gram required by section 7114 of such title, 
as added by subsection (a), not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 6. BENEFITS FOR PARTICIPANTS IN CER-

TAIN PROGRAMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
carry out a program to furnish certain bene-
fits to covered participants. 

(b) BENEFITS: STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT; 
REIMBURSEMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to an agreement 
under paragraph (2), the Secretary shall pro-
vide to each covered attorney— 

(A) student loan repayment benefits under 
section 5379 of title 5, United States Code, in 
the case of a covered attorney who is eligible 
for such benefits; and 

(B) reimbursement for the cost of— 
(i) enrollment in a course designed to pre-

pare an individual for licensure to practice 
law in a State; 

(ii) sitting for a bar examination in a 
State; and 

(iii) annual dues required to maintain 
membership in the bar of any State. 

(2) AGREEMENT.—The Secretary shall enter 
into an agreement with a covered attorney 
who will receive benefits under paragraph 
(1). Each such agreement shall specify that— 

(A) the covered attorney agrees to remain 
in the service of the Department for a period 
of not less than three years, unless involun-
tarily separated; and 

(B) if separated involuntarily on account of 
misconduct, or voluntarily, before the end of 
the period specified in the agreement, the 
covered attorney shall repay to the United 
States the amount of any benefits received 
by the covered participant under paragraph 
(1). 

(c) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.— 

(1) MENTORSHIP.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date on which an individual be-
comes a covered participant, the Secretary 
shall assign the covered participant a men-

tor who is an employee of the Department 
who is— 

(A) to the extent practicable, a managerial 
employee; and 

(B) outside the participant’s chain of com-
mand. 

(2) ASSIGNMENTS.—At the election of a cov-
ered participant who has completed at least 
two years of service to the Department, the 
Secretary shall assign such covered partici-
pant to: 

(A) The Office of General Counsel, in a po-
sition— 

(i) that includes full-time legal responsibil-
ities in order to further the professional de-
velopment of the covered participant; and 

(ii) for a period of not less than 120 days 
and not more than 180 days, or longer at the 
discretion of the Secretary. 

(B) In the case of a covered participant 
who has already held a position described in 
subparagraph (A), an assignment described 
in clauses (i) and (ii) of such subparagraph 
with the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. 

(3) OTHER ROTATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS.—The 
Secretary may provide a covered participant 
one or more other short-term rotational as-
signments. Such an assignment shall be for a 
period of not less than 30 days and not more 
than 180 days, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary. 

(d) PERIODIC REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 

three years after the date on which the Sec-
retary begins to carry out the program under 
this section, and not less frequently than 
once every three years thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of 
Representatives regarding such program. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing elements: 

(A) Costs to the United States to provide 
benefits under subsection (b). 

(B) The rates of retention of covered par-
ticipants compared to other employees of 
the Department. 

(C) Recommendations of the Secretary re-
garding legislative or administrative action 
to improve such program. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘covered attorney’’ means an 

individual who— 
(A) is a covered participant; 
(B) has graduated from a law school ac-

credited by the American Bar Association; 
and 

(C) is a member in good standing of the bar 
of a State. 

(2) The term ‘‘covered participant’’ means 
an individual who participates in— 

(A) the Honors Attorney Program (or suc-
cessor program) of the Office of General 
Counsel of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; or 

(B) the Law Clerk Program (or successor 
program) of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. 

(3) The term ‘‘State’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 101 of title 38, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 7. INCREASE IN ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY 

EXPANSION OF UNITED STATES 
COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS 
CLAIMS. 

Section 7253(i) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Subject to paragraph (2), 

effective as of December 31, 2009’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(A) Subject to paragraph (2), effective 
during the period beginning on December 31, 
2009, and ending on the date of the enact-
ment of the Veterans Benefits Improvement 
Act of 2024’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(B) Subject to paragraph (2), effective as 
of the date of the enactment of the Veterans 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2024, the au-
thorized number of judges of the Court speci-
fied in subsection (a) is increased by three.’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘January 
1, 2026’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2028’’. 
SEC. 8. REPORT ON IMPROVING ACCESS TO 

BOARD OF VETERANS’ APPEALS 
TELEHEARINGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on improving access to hearings before 
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals held by pic-
ture and voice transmission. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) Recommendations on the feasibility 
and advisability of reimbursing veterans for 
expenses incurred for travel from the home 
of a veteran to the location at which a hear-
ing before the Board of Veterans’ Appeals is 
held by picture and voice transmission, if the 
Secretary determines that travel to such lo-
cation is reasonably necessary for such a 
hearing. 

(2) Recommendations on establishment of 
pilot programs to assess the feasibility and 
advisability of using other methods that 
could improve veteran access to hearings be-
fore the Board of Veterans’ Appeals held by 
picture and voice transmission from a vet-
eran’s home. 

(3) Such other recommendations to im-
prove access to hearings before the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals held by picture and voice 
transmission as the Secretary may receive 
from stakeholders. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
2513. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 2513. 
I thank my friend, Representative 

LUTTRELL, the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs, for leading the 
House companion to this important 
bill. 

This legislation would make vital 
improvements for veterans and sur-
vivors who are navigating a VA dis-
ability claims and appeals process. 
Both Representative LUTTRELL and I 
have gone through the disability 
claims process, and we have seen first-
hand how challenging it is. 

S. 2513, and Mr. LUTTRELL’s com-
panion bill, would streamline the VA 
claims process and make it easier for 
veterans to access the benefits they 
have earned. 
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This bill would require VA to publish 

disability compensation exam ques-
tionnaires on VA’s website so that 
healthcare professionals can properly 
complete exams for veterans seeking 
disability benefits. 

It would also ensure that contracted 
examiners communicate with veterans’ 
representatives when scheduling dis-
ability compensation exams. 

S. 2513 also includes Representative 
CISCOMANI’s companion proposal to cre-
ate a new internship program at the 
VA Board of Veterans’ Appeals. This 
program would encourage law school 
graduates to join the fight for veterans 
and improve hiring at VA. 

Finally, this bill includes Represent-
ative SELF’s companion proposal to en-
sure that the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
veterans claims has enough judges to 
provide veterans and survivors with 
timely decisions on their claims. 

These commonsense solutions would 
help veterans and their families receive 
faster decisions on their claims for VA 
benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. LUTTRELL, 
Mr. CISCOMANI, and Mr. SELF for their 
important work on this bill. I urge my 
colleagues to support S. 2513, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 
support for S. 2513, the Veterans Bene-
fits Improvement Act. 

I thank Disability Assistance and 
Memorial Affairs Subcommittee Chair-
man LUTTRELL and Ranking Member 
PAPPAS for working in a bipartisan 
manner on the House companion to 
this package, which passed this body in 
September of last year. I also commend 
Representative CISCOMANI and Rep-
resentative MCGARVEY for their con-
tributions to this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill makes several 
important changes that will help to 
streamline the medical disability exam 
process for veterans. It will also help to 
strengthen recruitment, hiring, and re-
tention at the Board of Veterans’ Ap-
peals by creating a new internship pro-
gram for law students and will expand 
the reimbursement programs for cur-
rent employees to include student 
loans, professional development activi-
ties, bar exam fees, and dues. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill also increases 
by one the number of temporary judges 
appointed to the Court of Appeals for 
Veterans’ Claims, allowing the court to 
process cases faster and grant veterans 
and survivors the relief they deserve. 

Unfortunately, this is a much-pared- 
back provision from the version origi-
nally considered by the House last 
year. This bill languished because Sen-
ate Republicans refused to expand the 
court, albeit on a temporary basis, 
until this moment. How curious. 

Nevertheless, I do support this expan-
sion, and I hope that we can do more in 
the future. I support S. 2513, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LUTTRELL), the sponsor of the bill. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be here 
today to speak on S. 2513, the Veterans 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2024. I am 
proud to lead the House companion to 
this bill, H.R. 1530. 

Right now, the VA disability com-
pensation claims process has too many 
barriers that prevent veterans from 
quickly receiving accurate decisions on 
their claims for VA benefits. 

b 1745 
This bill would cut down on all the 

red tape. The bill would improve the 
quality of disability compensation 
exams by requiring VA to publish those 
exam forms online and ensure that vet-
erans’ representatives are notified of 
scheduled contracted disability com-
pensation exams so that the veterans 
do not miss their appointments. 

These are commonsense solutions to 
make the process for applying for dis-
ability benefits easier on veterans and 
their families. 

As a veteran myself and chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Disability Assist-
ance and Memorial Affairs, I know the 
difference these changes will make. 

I also thank Representative 
CISCOMANI and Representative SELF for 
working with me on including their 
legislative proposals in my bill. Their 
provisions would help ensure that VA 
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims can hire and retain per-
sonnel required to process disability 
compensation claims and provide vet-
erans with timely decisions on their 
claims. 

These provisions are vitally impor-
tant in light of the growing inventory 
of disability compensation claims after 
the implementation of the PACT Act. I 
am proud of this bill because it ad-
dresses many problems that the Sub-
committee on Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs have tried to fix 
during this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ranking Mem-
ber PAPPAS, Ranking Member TAKANO, 
and Chairman BOST for their leader-
ship, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port S. 2513. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in passing S. 
2513, the Veterans Benefits Improve-
ment Act, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 2513. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

REDUCING EXCESSIVE VETTING 
AUTHORITIES TO MAINTAIN OUR 
PORTS ACT 
Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 8150) to require 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection to establish proce-
dures for conducting maintenance 
projects at ports of entry at which the 
Office of Field Operations conducts cer-
tain enforcement and facilitation ac-
tivities, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8150 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reducing 
Excessive Vetting Authorities to Maintain 
our Ports Act’’ or the ‘‘REVAMP Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PORT MAINTENANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 411(o) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
211(o)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) PORT MAINTENANCE.— 
‘‘(A) PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

3305 of title 40, United States Code, subject 
to subparagraph (B), the Commissioner, in 
consultation with the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services— 

‘‘(I) shall establish guidance and proce-
dures by which U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection may conduct maintenance and re-
pair projects costing not more than $300,000 
in the physical space at any Federal Govern-
ment-owned port of entry at which the Office 
of Field Operations performs any of the ac-
tivities described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (G) of subsection (g)(3); and 

‘‘(II) is authorized to perform such mainte-
nance and repair projects, subject to the pro-
cedures described in clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) GUIDANCE AND PROCEDURES DE-
SCRIBED.—The guidance and procedures es-
tablished pursuant to clause (i) shall in-
clude— 

‘‘(I) a description of the types of projects 
that may be carried out pursuant to clause 
(i); and 

‘‘(II) the procedures for identifying and ad-
dressing any impacts on other tenants of fa-
cilities where such projects will be carried 
out. 

‘‘(iii) PUBLICATION OF GUIDANCE AND PROCE-
DURES.—The guidance and procedures estab-
lished pursuant to clause (i) shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register. 

‘‘(iv) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The publica-
tion of guidance and procedures under clause 
(iii) shall not impact the authority of the 
Commissioner to update such procedures, in 
consultation with the Administrator, as ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The authority under 
subparagraph (A) shall only be available for 
maintenance and repair projects involving 
existing infrastructure, property, and capital 
at any port of entry described in such sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph may be construed to affect 
the availability of funding from— 

‘‘(i) the Federal Buildings Fund established 
under section 592 of title 40, United States 
Code; 

‘‘(ii) the Donation Acceptance Program es-
tablished under section 482; or 
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