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rules and pass the bill, HR. 4467, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DHS BIODETECTION 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 6174) to improve the 
biodetection functions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6174 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Bio-
detection Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DHS UTILIZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF 

ENERGY NATIONAL LABORATORIES 
AND SITES FOR CERTAIN BIODETEC-
TION RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT RELATING TO THE MISSIONS 
OF THE DHS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall conduct an assessment of 
how the Department of Homeland Security 
has utilized Department of Energy national 
laboratories and sites regarding research and 
development in carrying out the missions of 
the Department of Homeland Security, in ac-
cordance with section 309 of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 189). 

(b) STRATEGY ON BIODETECTION RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate the assess-
ment required under subsection (a), together 
with a strategy for how the Department of 
Homeland Security will conduct research 
and development in coordination with De-
partment of Energy national laboratories 
and sites to address biodetection research 
and development of the Department of 
Homeland Security, including the following: 

(1) Identifying biodetection technologies 
that can, either individually or together, 
meet the biodetection mission needs as out-
lined in Department of Homeland Security 
capabilities analysis and requirements docu-
ments and informed by studies produced by 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States, such as the National Re-Assessment 
of the BioWatch Collector Network to In-
crease the Fraction of Population Covered, 
as developed by the Countering Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Office of the Department 
in November 2021, and other such future 
studies as applicable. 

(2) Developing an acquisition and procure-
ment plan to acquire and provide, in accord-
ance with Federal law, the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation, and Department of Home-
land Security acquisition and procurement 
management directives, the biodetection 
technologies referred to in paragraph (1) to 
existing BioWatch jurisdictions. 

(3) Conducting periodic external evalua-
tions to identify gaps and potential failure 
points with respect to such biodetection 
technologies, and recommending contin-
gency plans in the event such biodetection 

technologies do not perform as expected or 
intended. 

(4) Assisting, as appropriate and in part-
nership with Federal, State, local, and Tribal 
governments, institutions of higher edu-
cation (as such term is defined in section 101 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001)), and the private sector, with the devel-
opment of clearly defined program and tech-
nical requirements for future Department of 
Homeland Security environmental biodetec-
tion programs, including any related trans-
formational program of research and devel-
opment. 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall provide to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate an update of the assessment and 
strategy required under this section, includ-
ing any challenges to implementing such 
strategy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 6174. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6174. The Department of Homeland Se-
curity established the BioWatch pro-
gram to collect and test air samples for 
biological agents likely to be used in a 
bioterrorism attack. However, there 
have been ample criticisms and ques-
tions about the effectiveness of the 
BioWatch program. 

As such, in 2019, DHS launched a new 
acquisition program to move into the 
next generation of detection of bio-
threats and to replace the BioWatch 
program with new and more reliable 
technology. 

However, DHS has not used all the 
resources at its disposal, including the 
national laboratories housed within 
the Department of Energy. 

H.R. 6174, the DHS Biodetection Im-
provement Act, would ensure that DHS 
is doing everything it can to improve 
biodetection research and develop-
ment, including requiring DHS to ex-
plain how it plans to utilize the exper-
tise of the Department of Energy na-
tional labs. 

I thank Congressman STRONG for his 
work on this bill, and I hope all Mem-
bers will support this legislation today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6174, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6174, the DHS Biodetection Im-
provement Act. This bill seeks to en-
hance biodetection capabilities at the 
Department of Homeland Security by 
leveraging resources at the Depart-
ment of Energy’s national laboratories. 

Currently, DHS’ Office of Countering 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, or 
CWMD, leads DHS’ biodetection work. 
The premier biodetection program is 
BioWatch, which is outdated, expen-
sive, and labor-intensive. CWMD’s 
more recent efforts to advance bio-
detection technologies have been de-
layed because of this. 

H.R. 6174 would move DHS’ biodetec-
tion programs forward by requiring the 
Department to complete an assessment 
of how it is utilizing the Department of 
Energy’s national laboratories for bio-
detection. The bill would require DHS 
to create the defined program and tech-
nical requirements necessary to ad-
vance biodetection programs, including 
critical research and development. 

Further, the bill requires the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to provide 
Congress with a strategy for con-
ducting regular external evaluations to 
identify capability gaps and rec-
ommend contingency plans if biodetec-
tion technologies underperform. 

As foreign and domestic security 
threats evolve, Congress’ support for 
advancements in biodetection pro-
grams is key. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. STRONG), the spon-
sor of this bill. 

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman GREEN for his support, as 
well as that of my colleagues who join 
me in introducing this legislation, H.R. 
6174, the DHS Biodetection Improve-
ment Act. 

Threats from America’s enemies have 
continued to evolve and become more 
complex. The anthrax attack of 2001 
opened our eyes to a new threat land-
scape that includes acts of bioter-
rorism. In the wake of the 2001 attacks, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
established the BioWatch program, 
which monitors, collects, and tests air 
samples for biological agents likely to 
be used in a terrorist attack. 

This technology is vital in protecting 
Americans against bioweapons, and we 
must have full confidence that it will 
deliver timely, accurate, and com-
prehensive information to our partners 
that operate this system. 

As a first responder myself, I know 
the difference that early detection 
makes. This becomes more vital when 
responding to an act of bioterrorism, 
which could have catastrophic con-
sequences. 

We have worked across all levels of 
government to improve prevention, de-
tection, and response capabilities, but 
there remains work to be done. 
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DHS has faced continuous challenges 

in developing and acquiring new tech-
nologies to move toward the next gen-
eration of national biodetection. This 
legislation would ensure that DHS is 
fully leveraging every tool and re-
source to accomplish this goal, to in-
clude utilizing the Department of Ener-
gy’s national labs to develop new tech-
nologies related to biodefense, devel-
oping a plan to acquire existing tech-
nologies that can meet the Depart-
ment’s biodetection mission needs, 
conducting external evaluations to 
identify gaps and potential failure 
points, and reporting to Congress a de-
fined plan for the future of biodetec-
tion. 

As our adversaries watch on, we can-
not afford to fall behind. America’s se-
curity depends on it. 

I was proud to introduce this legisla-
tion, the DHS Biodetection Improve-
ment Act, to ensure DHS is prepared to 
protect Americans against bioweapons. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, while DHS has worked 
to improve its biodetection capabili-
ties, many challenges remain, and the 
current technologies are aging. 

H.R. 6174 pairs DHS and the Depart-
ment of Energy’s national laboratories, 
which would improve biodetection in-
novation and, ultimately, keep our 
communities safe from biological 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this critical 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6174, and I ap-
preciate and thank Mr. STRONG for his 
hard work on this bill. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6174. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

GABRIELLA MILLER KIDS FIRST 
RESEARCH ACT 2.0 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 3391) to extend the Gabriella Mil-
ler Kids First Pediatric Research Pro-
gram at the National Institutes of 
Health, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3391 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Research Act 2.0’’. 
SEC. 2. FUNDING FOR THE PEDIATRIC RESEARCH 

INITIATIVE. 
The Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 201 

et seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 402A(a)(2) (42 U.S.C. 

282a(a)(2))— 
(A) in the heading— 
(i) by striking ‘‘10-YEAR’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘THROUGH COMMON FUND’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘to the Common Fund’’ and 

inserting ‘‘to the Division of Program Coordina-
tion, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘10-Year’’; 
(D) by striking ‘‘and reserved under sub-

section (c)(1)(B)(i) of this section’’; and 
(E) by striking ‘‘2014 through 2023’’ and in-

serting ‘‘2024 through 2028’’; 
(2) in each of paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(C) of 

section 402A(c) (42 U.S.C. 282a(c)), by striking 
‘‘section 402(b)(7)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
402(b)(7)(B)(i)’’; and 

(3) in section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) (42 U.S.C. 
282(b)(7)(B)(ii)), by striking ‘‘the Common 
Fund’’ and inserting ‘‘the Division of Program 
Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initia-
tives’’. 
SEC. 3. COORDINATION OF NIH FUNDING FOR PE-

DIATRIC RESEARCH. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the 

Congress that the Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health should continue to oversee and 
coordinate research that is conducted or sup-
ported by the National Institutes of Health for 
research on pediatric cancer and other pediatric 
diseases and conditions, including through the 
Pediatric Research Initiative Fund. 

(b) AVOIDING DUPLICATION.—Section 
402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 282(b)(7)(B)(ii)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and shall prioritize, as appropriate, such 
pediatric research that does not duplicate exist-
ing research activities of the National Institutes 
of Health’’ before ‘‘; and’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON PROGRESS AND INVEST-

MENTS IN PEDIATRIC RESEARCH. 
Not later than 5 years after the date of the en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall submit to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a re-
port that— 

(1) details pediatric research projects and ini-
tiatives receiving funds allocated pursuant to 
section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 282(b)(7)(B)(ii)); and 

(2) summarizes advancements made in pedi-
atric research with funds allocated pursuant to 
such section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 

revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3391, the Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Research Act 2.0. 

In the United States, it is estimated 
that nearly 10,000 children under the 
age of 15 will be diagnosed with cancer 
in 2024. Major advancements over the 
past several decades have improved 
survival rates, with 85 percent of chil-
dren with cancer now living until 5 
years or older. However, estimates pre-
dict that, tragically, over 1,000 children 
will still die from cancer this year, 
making it the leading cause of death 
from disease for kids. 

This legislation would ensure 
progress toward a better understanding 
of childhood cancer and structural 
birth defects will continue. It would 
also prioritize nonduplicative research 
and coordination on pediatric research 
across the National Institutes of 
Health. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the underlying bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3391, the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Research Act 2.0. 

This bipartisan legislation, sponsored 
by Representatives WEXTON and COLE, 
plays a crucial role in providing essen-
tial support for pediatric cancer and 
disease research. 

This bill is named in honor of 
Gabriella Miller, a Virginia resident 
who was diagnosed with an inoperable 
brain tumor at the age of 10. Gabriella 
was an inspirational activist who tire-
lessly advocated for research into 
childhood diseases like cancer until her 
passing in October 2013. 

Her strong voice and bravery turned 
tragedy into the original Gabriella Mil-
ler Kids First Research Act, which was 
signed into law in 2014. This research 
program at the National Institutes of 
Health has made progress toward un-
derstanding childhood cancer and dis-
ease. 

The original law established a 10-year 
pediatric research initiative fund and 
authorized funding for childhood dis-
ease research. The law has also led to 
the founding of the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Data Resource Center, a 
comprehensive data resource for re-
search and patient communities meant 
to advance discoveries. 

Despite this progress, cancer is the 
top disease-related cause of death for 
children and teens in the United 
States. It is estimated that over 9,500 
American children under age 15 will be 
diagnosed with cancer this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend, Rep-
resentative WEXTON, for her leadership 
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