cw?

S188

and Ms. BUTLER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 528

Whereas approximately 1 in 3 women and 1
in 6 men in the United States, at some point
during their lifetimes, have experienced
stalking victimization, causing them to feel
fearful, threatened, or concerned for their
own safety or the safety of others;

Whereas it is estimated that, each year,
more than 13,400,000 individuals in the
United States report that they have been
victims of stalking;

Whereas more than 85 percent of victims of
stalking report that they have been stalked
by someone they know;

Whereas nearly 70 percent of intimate
partner stalking victims are threatened with
physical harm by stalkers;

Whereas stalking is a risk factor for inti-
mate partner homicide;

Whereas 3 in 4 female victims of intimate
partner homicides were stalked during the
year preceding the homicide by their killers;

Whereas 11 percent of victims of stalking
report having been stalked for 5 or more
years;

Whereas two-thirds of stalkers pursue
their victims at least once a week;

Whereas many victims of stalking are
forced to take drastic measures to protect
themselves, including relocating, changing
jobs, or obtaining protection orders;

Whereas the prevalence of anxiety, insom-
nia, social dysfunction, and severe depres-
sion is much higher among victims of stalk-
ing than the general population;

Whereas many victims of stalking do not
report stalking to the police or contact a
victim service provider, shelter, or hotline;

Whereas stalking is a crime under Federal
law, the laws of all 50 States, the District of
Columbia, and the territories of the United
States, and the Uniform Code of Military
Justice;

Whereas stalking affects victims of every
race, age, culture, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, physical and mental ability, and eco-
nomic status;

Whereas national organizations, local vic-
tim service organizations, campuses, pros-
ecutor’s offices, and police departments
stand ready to assist victims of stalking and
are working diligently to develop effective
and innovative responses to stalking, includ-
ing online stalking;

Whereas there is a need to improve the re-
sponse of the criminal justice system to
stalking through more aggressive investiga-
tion and prosecution;

Whereas there is a need for an increase in
the availability of victim services across the
United States, and those services must in-
clude programs tailored to meet the needs of
victims of stalking;

Whereas individuals between 18 and 24
years old experience the highest rates of
stalking victimization, and a majority of
stalking victims report their victimization
first occurred before the age of 25;

Whereas among undergraduate college stu-
dents who experience intimate partner stalk-
ing, 40 percent also experience coercive con-
trol and 11 percent experience physical as-
sault from the same partner;

Whereas 32 percent of undergraduate col-
lege students who experience stalking are
also sexually assaulted;

Whereas college students with disabilities
are twice as likely as college students with-
out disabilities to experience stalking;

Whereas there is a need for an effective re-
sponse to stalking on each campus;

Whereas 80 percent of stalking victims re-
port being stalked with technology, such as
phone calls, text messages, social media
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platforms, internet posts, emails, and elec-
tronic tracking;

Whereas victims of technology-facilitated
stalking often report as much fear as victims
who experience in-person stalking, and are
just as concerned for their safety;

Whereas January 2024 marks the 20th anni-
versary of the first ‘“National Stalking
Awareness Month”’; and

Whereas the Senate finds that ‘‘National
Stalking Awareness Month’ provides an op-
portunity to educate the people of the
United States about stalking: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates January 2024 as ‘‘National
Stalking Awareness Month’’;

(2) applauds the efforts of service pro-
viders, police departments, prosecutor’s of-
fices, national and community organiza-
tions, colleges and universities, and private
sector entities that combat stalking, support
victims, and bring awareness to this crime;

(3) encourages policymakers, criminal jus-
tice officials, victim service and human serv-
ice agencies, institutions of higher edu-
cation, and nonprofit organizations to in-
crease awareness of stalking and continue to
support the availability of services for vic-
tims of stalking; and

(4) urges national and community organi-
zations, businesses in the private sector, and
the media to promote awareness of the crime

of stalking through ‘‘National Stalking
Awareness Month”.
—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 529—RECOG-
NIZING JANUARY 2024 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. REED, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
MURPHY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. KING, Ms.
SMITH, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. BUTLER,
Mr. CooNS, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. BALDWIN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. CORNYN, and
Mr. MULLIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REsS. 529

Whereas the goals of National Mentoring
Month are to raise awareness of and cele-
brate the powerful impact of mentoring rela-
tionships, recruit new mentors, and encour-
age institutions to integrate quality men-
toring into their policies, practices, and pro-
grams;

Whereas quality mentoring fosters positive
life and social skills, promotes self-esteem,
bolsters academic achievement and college
access, supports career exploration, and nur-
tures youth leadership development;

Whereas mentoring happens in many set-
tings, including community-based programs,
elementary and secondary schools, colleges,
government agencies, religious institutions,
and the workplace, and in various ways, in-
cluding formal mentoring matches and infor-
mal relationships with teachers, coaches,
neighbors, faith leaders, and others;

Whereas effective mentoring of under-
served and vulnerable populations helps indi-
viduals confront challenges and display im-
proved mental health and social-emotional
well-being;

Whereas studies have shown that incor-
porating culture and heritage into men-
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toring programs can improve academic out-
comes and increase community engagement,
especially for Alaska Native and American
Indian youth;

Whereas mentoring encourages positive
youth development and smart daily behav-
iors, such as finishing homework and having
healthy social interactions, and has a posi-
tive impact on the growth and success of a
young person;

Whereas mentors help young people set ca-
reer goals and can help connect mentees to
industry professionals to train for and find
jobs;

Whereas mentoring programs generally
have a significant, positive impact on youth
academic achievement, school connectedness
and engagement, and educational success,
which lead to outcomes such as improved at-
tendance, grades and test scores, and class-
room behavior;

Whereas research has found that young
people facing risk of not completing high
school but who had a mentor were, compared
with their peers, more likely to enroll in col-
lege, to participate regularly in sports or ex-
tracurricular activities, to hold a leadership
position in a club or sports team, and to vol-
unteer regularly, and less likely to start
using drugs;

Whereas mentoring has long been a staple
of juvenile justice and violence prevention
efforts and can offer comprehensive support
to youth at risk for committing violence or
victimization, as mentoring can address
many risk factors at once;

Whereas mentoring relationships for youth
facing risk, such as foster youth, can have a
positive impact on a wide range of factors,
including mental health, educational func-
tioning and attainment, peer relationships,
employment, and housing stability;

Whereas mentoring programs have been
found to have a meaningful positive impact
on mental health symptoms across a variety
of outcomes, including internalizing and
externalizing mental health symptoms,
interpersonal relationships, and reducing pa-
rental stress;

Whereas mentoring is an innovative, evi-
dence-based practice and, uniquely, is both a
prevention and intervention strategy that
can support young people of all demo-
graphics and backgrounds in all aspects of
their lives;

Whereas each of the benefits of mentors de-
scribed in this preamble serves to link youth
to economic and social opportunity while
also strengthening communities in the
United States;

Whereas, despite the benefits of mentoring,
1 out of every 3 young persons is growing up
without a mentor, which means a third of
the youth of the United States are growing
up without someone outside of the home to
offer real life guidance and support; and

Whereas this ‘‘mentoring gap’ dem-
onstrates the need for collaboration between
the private, public, and nonprofit sectors to
increase resources for relationship-centric
supports for youth in communities, schools,
and workplaces: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes January 2024 as ‘‘National
Mentoring Month”’;

(2) recognizes the caring adults who serve
as staff and volunteers at quality mentoring
programs and help the young people of the
United States find inner strength and reach
their full potential;

(3) acknowledges that mentoring is bene-
ficial because it supports educational
achievement, engagement, and self-con-
fidence, supports young people in setting ca-
reer goals and expanding social capital, re-
duces juvenile delinquency, and strengthens
communities;
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(4) promotes the establishment and expan-
sion of quality mentoring programs across
the United States to equip young people with
the tools needed to lead healthy and produc-
tive lives; and

(5) supports initiatives to close the ‘“‘men-
toring gap’ that exists for the many young
people in the United States who do not have
meaningful connections with adults outside
the home.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 25—PROVIDING FOR A COR-
RECTION IN THE ENROLLMENT
OF H.R. 2872

Mrs. MURRAY submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 25

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in the enroll-
ment of H.R. 2872, the Clerk of the House of
Representatives shall amend the title so as
to read: ‘‘Making further continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes.’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
have five requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, January 18, 2024, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, January 18, 2024, at 10:30
a.m., to conduct a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, Janu-
ary 18, 2024, at 1:45 p.m., to conduct a
classified briefing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, January 18, 2024,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, January 18,
2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

———

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. COTTON. Madam President,
after Barack Obama selected Joe Biden
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to be his Vice President in 2008, one
newspaper columnist labeled him
“Tehran’s favorite Senator.” Well,
Tehran’s favorite Senator has now be-
come Tehran’s favorite President.

Since taking office, Joe Biden has
taken every opportunity to enrich and
empower Iran and its terrorist proxies.
There is, perhaps, no greater single ex-
ample of this than his obscene coddling
of the Iranian-backed Yemeni terror-
ists known as the Houthis.

These barbarians with rockets have
kidnapped, tortured, and murdered
American citizens—along with shoot-
ing down American aircraft. They have
attacked our allies and slaughtered
Yemeni civilians. The Houthi motto
isn’t subtle: ““God is Great, Death to
America, Death to Israel, A curse upon
the Jews, Victory to Islam.” And in
case anyone missed it, they also put it
on their flag. Yet in his first days in of-
fice, Joe Biden removed the Houthis
from the list of foreign terrorist orga-
nizations.

The Houthis quickly rewarded this
one-sided, unreciprocated generosity
by launching a major military offen-
sive against our friends in Saudi Ara-
bia. At that point, Joe Biden could
have simply admitted that he had
made a mistake and redesignated the
Houthis as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion. He refused.

In the 2 years since, the Houthis
raked in money, expanded their terri-
torial control, and stockpiled Iranian-
supplied weapons. Unencumbered by
American terrorist designation, they
gathered their strength and waited for
an opportunity to live out their creed
of, again, ‘‘Death to America, Death to
Israel, A curse upon the Jews.”

After the October 7 atrocities in
Israel, they saw that opportunity. Less
than 2 weeks after the deadliest day for
the Jewish people since the end of the
Holocaust, the Houthis began launch-
ing missiles at the Jewish State. In No-
vember, the Houthis then began hijack-
ing ships and launching missiles and
drones at both civilian and U.S. naval
vessels—all in an attempt to put pres-
sure on Israel and protect their ter-
rorist brothers in Hamas.

Since November, the Houthis have
attacked American and allied forces
and international shipping an esti-
mated 45 times, launching an esti-
mated 31 missiles, 94 drones, and 1
drone ship.

Yet, the President and his team of
Iran accomplices, appeasers, and ac-
commodators stood by for a month and
a half as these terrorists attacked with
impunity.

When the administration finally did
take action last week, its weak, pin-
prick airstrikes only took out a small
fraction of the Houthis’s offensive ca-
pabilities. Even the New York Times
acknowledged in a headline that
“Much of Houthis’ Offensive Ability
Remains Intact After U.S.-Led Air-
strikes.”

The least this administration could
do is to redesignate the Houthis as a
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foreign terrorist organization. Yet Joe
Biden refuses even to fix that mistake.

Americans are dead, but Joe Biden’s
pride and his ambition for a grand rap-
prochement with Iran are, apparently,
more important to him and his aides
than American lives.

Instead, President Biden has opted to
label the Houthis a ‘‘specially des-
ignated global terrorist group.” Well,
that sounds like progress, but unlike
the previous foreign terrorist organiza-
tion designation, this designation in-
cludes no prohibition on Houthis travel
and no sanctions on entities providing
materiel support for these terrorists.
How convenient for the ayatollahs in
Iran. And this designation won’t even
take effect for 30 more days, giving the
Houthis time to clear out their bank
accounts and to sanction-proof their
operations.

And most amazing and most unfor-
givable of all, the administration also
announced waivers for even these weak
and limited sanctions. These waivers
allow the Yemeni terrorists to keep re-
ceiving food, medicine, fuel, personal
remittances, telecommunications and
mail, and to maintain port and airport
operations.

Perhaps it makes sense that those in
this administration don’t want to pun-
ish groups and individuals providing
materiel support for the Houthi terror-
ists. They would have to turn them-
selves in after 3 years of appeasement
and conciliation.

This administration must reverse
course in the Middle East, redesignate
the Houthis as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization, and put real pressure on Iran
and its terrorist proxies, not Swiss
cheese-like sanctions designed only for
a good 1-day headline. Anything less is
a betrayal of the American people,
their interests, and our allies.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

———

PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN
THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 2872

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 25.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 25)
providing for a correction in the enrollment
of H.R. 2872.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I fur-
ther ask that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 25) was agreed to.
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