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it is a step in the right direction, al-
though not a long-term solution to the 
conflict. I have long called for a cease- 
fire by all sides that includes the re-
lease of the remaining Israeli hostages. 
That seems to be the direction nego-
tiators are aiming for before the start 
of Ramadan. I hope that is the case, 
and I hope that any such pause can be 
used to reunite hostages with their 
families and deliver desperately needed 
humanitarian aid into Gaza. 

I continue to believe in the two-state 
solution, one with new leadership on 
all sides. I think it is the only viable 
long-term path forward. In tomorrow’s 
State of the Union Address, President 
Biden will not only fulfill one of his 
most important constitutional obliga-
tions, he will also have the opportunity 
to highlight to America how his admin-
istration has been working with con-
gressional Democrats to improve the 
lives of our Nation’s working families. 

In addition to the millions of Ameri-
cans who will tune in to hear the ad-
dress, there is no doubt that people 
across the world will be watching and 
hoping that he will say something that 
will lead us toward a more peaceful 
globe because, as we all know, Amer-
ica’s influence extends way beyond our 
borders, and as Dr. Sahloul has proven, 
so, too, do our citizens. 

I am honored to be joined by a guest 
who embodies the best of America— 
selflessness, a commitment to service, 
and a belief that a single individual has 
the ability to make the world a better 
place. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 160 

Ms. ERNST. Madam President, today 
I rise to tell a preventable, horrific 
story: 22-year-old Laken Riley, a nurs-
ing student, was killed by an illegal 
immigrant. This bright, young woman 
had her whole life ahead of her. She 
represented what our country needs 
more of, a life dedicated to caring for 
others. 

Like all Iowans, my heart goes out to 
her family and her friends who con-
tinue to grieve this tragic loss. 

The reality is, Laken’s heartbreaking 
story did not have to happen. In 2022, 
Jose Antonio Ibarra illegally crossed 
over the border into El Paso and 
claimed asylum. Instead of being de-
tained while he was processed, he was 
released into our country, never to be 
heard from again; that is, folks, until 
he was arrested in New York City for 
endangering a child. Was he held to 
face trial for this crime in New York 
City? Nope. Nope. 

Was he deported for this crime or 
even for coming here illegally? Nope. 

New York officials released him so 
quickly that ICE couldn’t even try to 
lodge a detainer, even if they wanted 
to. Meanwhile, Ibarra made his way to 
Georgia, where he disfigured and killed 
an innocent young girl who was simply 
out for a jog. 

This could have been avoided, but 
Biden’s failure to enforce the laws at 

our border allowed it to happen. How 
many young Americans must die? How 
many families must be ripped apart for 
this administration to wake up and 
take border security seriously? 

For more than 8 years, I have warned 
against the dangers of letting illegal 
immigrants, who have already broken 
our laws—again, those who have bro-
ken our laws—roam the country and 
continue their lawlessness. I have re-
peatedly called on this body to step up 
and protect innocent Americans from 
criminals who are here in our country 
illegally and pass my bill, Sarah’s Law. 

Eight years ago, Iowans Michelle and 
Scott Root woke up to every parent’s 
worst nightmare, their daughter 
Sarah—right here, beautiful Sarah 
Root—was killed by a drunk driver. 
Sarah, a 21-year-old from Council 
Bluffs, had just graduated from Belle-
vue University in Nebraska with a 4.0 
GPA and a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal investigations. She was headed 
home after celebrating her important 
life milestone with family and friends. 
She had her entire life ahead of her. 
But while she was stopped at a traffic 
light, Sarah was struck and killed by 
Edwin Mejia, an illegal immigrant. 

His blood alcohol level was three 
times over the legal limit. One would 
think her killer would clearly meet Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
‘‘enforcement priorities.’’ But no— 
nope. Citing the Obama administra-
tion’s November 2014 memo on immi-
gration enforcement priorities, ICE de-
clined—declined—to take custody of 
Mejia, despite his repeated driving of-
fenses and history of skipping court 
dates. 

Before the Root family could even 
lay their daughter to rest, Mejia posted 
a $5,000 bond—5,000 bucks. He was re-
leased, and, just like in the past, folks, 
he disappeared never to be seen again. 

Now, here we are, folks. We are over 
8 years later. Sarah’s killer is still at 
large, after that 5,000 bucks, and able 
to carelessly harm others. To rub salt 
in the wound, the Biden administration 
has removed Mejia from ICE’s Most 
Wanted list. 

No big deal, right? 
No parent should have to endure the 

pain of losing a child, like the Root 
family did—and I know them person-
ally—but, unfortunately, the Riley 
family is experiencing this same heart-
break. A loophole in our law means 
Sarah’s killer escaped justice, but, 
today, we can do something to ensure 
no other family has to go through the 
pain Sarah’s parents have felt every 
day for 8 long years. 

My bill, named in Sarah’s honor, 
would close the alarming loophole that 
let Sarah’s killer go free. It would just 
require ICE to detain—just to detain— 
otherwise deportable illegal immi-
grants charged with killing or seri-
ously injuring another person. 

Is that too much to ask? To detain 
someone who has killed another Amer-
ican? 

It also requires ICE to inform victims 
and family members of critical infor-

mation pertaining to the investigation. 
Right now, family members are left in 
the dark. Had Sarah’s Law been en-
acted at the time of her death, law en-
forcement would have detained her 
killer instead of allowing him to flee 
from justice. The Root family would 
have been kept up-to-date on his status 
and Federal immigration authorities’ 
efforts to remove him from the coun-
try. 

Simply put, this should be an easy 
one, folks. Sarah and Laken’s deaths 
are both tragic and, unfortunately, are 
doomed to be repeated, thanks to this 
administration’s broken and ill-in-
formed policies. 

Those who come here illegally and 
harm our citizens should, without 
question, be a priority for removal. It 
is just common sense, folks. 

Otherwise deportable illegal immi-
grants who commit violent crimes— 
they commit them here. They should 
face justice. We can no longer 
prioritize illegal immigrants over pub-
lic safety. We must pass Sarah’s Law 
to send this message loud and clear— 
for Sarah’s family, for Laken’s family, 
and for the countless American fami-
lies that Sarah’s Law would protect. 

Madam President, as if in legislative 
session and not withstanding rule 
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Judiciary Committee be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 160 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration; further, that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The majority whip. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as 

chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and reserving the right to ob-
ject, I want to make it clear that we 
can all agree: Noncitizens who are con-
victed of committing violent crime 
should be detained and removed from 
the United States, period. 

Under current law—under current 
law—any noncitizen who entered the 
country illegally, violated the terms of 
their status, or had their visa revoked, 
can be ordered detained by ICE offi-
cials. Current law—current law—also 
requires the detention of individuals 
with serious criminal convictions and 
those who have committed murder, 
rape, or any crime of violence or theft 
offense with a term of imprisonment of 
at least 1 year. 

The law also gives ICE the discretion 
to detain or release a noncitizen in 
cases where a noncitizen has merely 
been charged but not convicted. 

This bill that we are considering now 
from the Senator from Iowa would re-
quire ICE to detain any individual 
charged with a crime that resulted in 
death or serious bodily injury of an-
other person, pending their criminal 
case, no matter what the cir-
cumstances or the nature of the crime, 
and no exceptions. 
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As just one example, a victim of traf-

ficking or domestic violence who de-
fended themselves against an abuser 
would have to be detained under the 
law. 

Most immigrants in the United 
States are law-abiding individuals who 
are seeking a better life. Studies have 
shown that immigrants have no impact 
on crime rates, and immigrants are 
less likely to commit crimes than ordi-
nary U.S. citizens. But the sweeping 
approach in this bill would deprive im-
migrants of the due process that every-
one is afforded to prove that they are 
innocent of a crime. 

And I agree with many of my col-
leagues that we need a more orderly 
system to process recent arrivals at 
the border and assure that bad actors 
are detained, if they have serious 
criminal convictions. 

Recently, a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators and the White House began nego-
tiating a change in our immigration 
laws and a tough border deal. It was 
written by the Republican’s designated 
negotiator, Senator JAMES LANKFORD 
of Oklahoma, along with two other 
Senators—one, an independent from 
Arizona, and the other, a Democrat 
from Connecticut. The bill that they 
wrote to make our border safer and to 
deal with immigration was endorsed by 
the National Border Patrol Council, 
which represents the men and women 
on the border who are risking their 
lives every day to keep us safe. 

I had personal concerns about this 
bill, but I wanted to move it forward. 
And yet, when it came to a vote, the 
vast majority of Senators on the other 
side of the aisle opposed it, at the re-
quest of Donald Trump, who tanked 
the border agreement for his own cyn-
ical reasons. 

What were those reasons? One House 
Republican said: 

Let me tell you, I’m not willing to do too 
damn much right now to help a Democrat 
and to help Joe Biden’s approval rating. 

President Trump himself was crystal 
clear. He said: ‘‘Blame it on me’’ if the 
bill fails. 

That bill was our vehicle and oppor-
tunity to work on a bipartisan basis, to 
change many of the provisions in im-
migration law, to make America safer, 
and to make our borders secure and 
more effective. 

Some extremists have said the quiet 
part out loud: Donald Trump doesn’t 
want a solution to our challenges at 
the border; he wants a political issue 
for November. 

It is time that my Republican col-
leagues and Democratic colleagues 
stop talking about the border in one-off 
responses to it and start legislating, 
rather than vilifying all immigrants 
based upon a few bad actors. 

It is a tragedy what happened to 
these two young women. There is no 
excuse for it, and those responsible 
should be held accountable. 

I urge my colleagues to do the best 
that we can to come up with an immi-
gration reform that resolves not only 

this serious issue but all of the other 
issues we are haunted with on a regular 
basis. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from Iowa. 
Ms. ERNST. Madam President, I am 

very sad that we are on the floor today 
and that Sarah’s Law has been objected 
to. We have been down this road before, 
many times over, through the years 
since Sarah Root’s death. 

Now, I do understand that ICE has 
discretion, and that is what we are dis-
cussing today. It is the fact that ICE 
had discretion and chose to allow 
Edwin Mejia to post bond of $5,000 to 
disappear into the night. Before Sarah 
was even laid to rest, Edwin Mejia was 
long gone, and he has yet to face jus-
tice for Sarah’s family. 

In July 2020, a Mexican national was 
drunk-driving in Texas and struck and 
killed a Chicago resident and two re-
tired U.S. Army officers. All were part 
of a pro-law enforcement motorcycle 
club. The Mexican national was out on 
bond and awaiting trial for allegedly 
striking a man with his truck in 2018, 
biting the victim’s back, and biting off 
a portion of his ear. If Sarah’s Law had 
been on the books, he would have been 
detained in 2018 to await trial. 

In June 2011, a Chicago resident was 
killed in a drunk-driving accident. The 
driver, a Mexican national, was driving 
with a blood alcohol level four times 
over the legal limit. He struck and 
killed a Chicago resident, dragged the 
victim’s body 300 feet, and then at-
tempted to run away on foot. He was 
bailed out—again, bailed out, not held. 
He bailed out and fled to Mexico. He 
was extradited back to the United 
States in 2022. 

If Sarah’s Law had been on the 
books, he would have been detained 
and not been able to flee to Mexico. 

In March 2021, a Mexican national 
shot and killed his next-door neighbor 
in Chicago. He then injured the three 
officers attempting to arrest him. The 
Mexican national was arrested in 2011 
for driving with an open container. In 
2015, he was arrested again for aggra-
vated assault. In 2012, he attempted to 
lie his way into a visa reserved for vic-
tims of criminal activity. And he also 
twice unsuccessfully applied for the 
DACA Program in 2014 and 2015. 

If Sarah’s Law had been on the 
books, he would likely have been de-
tained after the aggravated assault in 
2015, and, again, we would have another 
innocent who was killed still alive 
today. 

So these are just a handful of exam-
ples of where Sarah’s Law would have 
made a difference. 

I do understand that there is an ob-
jection to the discretionary part of this 
bill, and the example that was given is 
of those who are being trafficked for 
sex-type operations. Sex trafficking is 
very real. Because I have worked in 
this space of domestic violence and vio-
lence against women, I do and have 

heard from those who have been sex- 
trafficked that sometimes the only 
way to break away from those who are 
trafficking them is actually to be ar-
rested and pulled away from those 
johns or those sex traffickers. So 
maybe to put them in an area of safety 
would be the right thing to do. 

So I appreciate having been heard. I 
will continue to work on behalf of the 
Root family, on behalf of the Riley 
family, and others who have lost loved 
ones to those who should not be here in 
our country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-

TEZ MASTO). The Senator from South 
Carolina. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Madam President, I 
believe we have 15 minutes, and just for 
the order of battle here, I would like to 
recognize Senators GRASSLEY, CORNYN, 
and HAWLEY to make some brief re-
marks. I will make some brief remarks, 
and we will make a unanimous consent 
for the bills that I have indicated we 
are trying to call up. 

With that, I would turn it over to 
Senator GRASSLEY. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 

first, I would like to thank Senator 
GRAHAM for his leadership for pro-
tecting our kids, and also I would like 
to thank him for giving me this oppor-
tunity to help him advance three bipar-
tisan bills which could revolutionize 
child safety in the digital era. 

As child predators have exploited the 
development of technology to harm 
and endanger our Nation’s most vul-
nerable, our laws to address this grave 
and growing threat to our kids have 
fallen way, way behind. 

We have three bills to talk about. 
One goes by the title of ‘‘STOP 
CSAM.’’ It strengthens reporting re-
quirements of suspected abuse by ex-
panding mandatory reporting and en-
hancing the CyberTipline, and it also 
protects child victims in court. 

Another bill goes by the title of 
‘‘EARN IT.’’ It modernizes section 230 
to ensure that victims can secure jus-
tice. 

And the last one, the SHIELD Act, 
would impose necessary criminal pen-
alties for distributing illegal explicit 
material and hold sexual predators ac-
countable. 

I am proud to cosponsor both the 
STOP CSAM and the EARN IT Act and 
have supported all three bills in the Ju-
diciary Committee as part of my ef-
forts, joining with Senator GRAHAM, to 
protect American youth. These bills 
are essential to protect our children 
and are examples of the fine bipartisan 
work that this body is capable of doing 
when we put constituents first. 

Nothing is more important than pro-
tecting our youth, their childhood, and 
their futures. It is time to send these 
bills to the House and then hopefully 
through the House to President Biden. 
The longer we wait, the more children 
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