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S. 528
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
528, a bill to require a standard finan-
cial aid offer form, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 590
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 590, a bill to allow the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration to enter into
agreements with private and commer-
cial entities and State governments to
provide certain supplies, support, and
services.
S. 740
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 740, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to reinstate crimi-
nal penalties for persons charging vet-
erans unauthorized fees relating to
claims for benefits under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 1274
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CrUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1274, a bill to permanently exempt pay-
ments made from the Railroad Unem-
ployment Insurance Account from se-
questration under the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
S. 1384
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 1384, a bill to pro-
mote and protect from discrimination
living organ donors.
S. 1565
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. SULLIVAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1565, a bill to require Execu-
tive agencies to submit to Congress a
study of the impacts of expanded
telework and remote work by agency
employees during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and a plan for the agency’s fu-
ture use of telework and remote work,
and for other purposes.
S. 1931
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1931, a bill to direct the United States
Government to support extending the
mandate of the Independent Inter-
national Fact-Finding Mission on Ven-
ezuela until a resolution of the Ven-
ezuelan crisis is achieved.
S. 1937
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1937, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise
tax on indoor tanning services.
S. 1979
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
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fornia (Ms. BUTLER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1979, a bill to amend title
9 of the United States Code with re-
spect to arbitration of disputes involv-
ing age discrimination.
S. 2555
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2555, a bill to amend the Animal
Welfare Act to expand and improve the
enforcement capabilities of the Attor-
ney General, and for other purposes.
S. 2843
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2843, a bill to amend the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to require
States to provide for same day voter
registration.
S. 2888
At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2888, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize representa-
tives of veterans service organizations
to participate in presentations to pro-
mote certain benefits available to vet-
erans during preseparation counseling
under the Transition Assistance Pro-
gram of the Department of Defense,
and for other purposes.
S. 3264
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3264, a bill to establish
a manufactured housing community
improvement grant program, and for
other purposes.
S. 3308
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3308, a bill to amend title
5, United States Code, to limit the
number of local wage areas allowable
within a General Schedule pay locality.
S. 3348
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3348, a bill to amend the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 to address harmful
algal blooms, and for other purposes.
S. 3526
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 35626, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to require a lac-
tation space in each medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
S. 3732
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3732, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to carry out a study on the en-
vironmental impacts of artifical intel-
ligence, to require the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and
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Technology to convene a consortium
on such environmental impacts, and to
require the Director to develop a vol-
untary reporting system for the report-
ing of the environmental impacts of ar-
tificial intelligence, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3819

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3819, a bill to direct the
Federal Trade Commission to issue
regulations to establish shrinkflation
as an unfair or deceptive act or prac-
tice, and for other purposes.

——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself and
Mrs. BRITT):

S. 3904. A bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to improve the family self-suffi-
ciency program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Madam President, today I
am introducing the Helping More Fam-
ilies Save Act with Senator BRITT. This
bipartisan legislation would help more
families in HUD-assisted housing build
savings and improve their financial se-
curity by creating a pilot program for
Family Self-Sufficiency, FSS, uni-
versal escrow accounts.

The FSS Program was established
under the National Affordable Housing
Act of 1990 to help low-income families
boost savings and improve their profes-
sional, educational, and financial
standing. In 2018, I worked with then-
Senator Roy Blunt to expand the pro-
gram to cover more households. Today,
millions of public housing residents.
Housing Choice Voucher Program par-
ticipants, and residents of project-
based rental assistance, PBRA, housing
are eligible for FSS.

FSS provides two key tools for its
participants. First, households work
with FSS coordinators to develop long-
term financial, professional, or edu-
cational goals. FSS coordinators also
help connect participants with re-
sources, training, and employment op-
portunities. Second, the program en-
courages FSS families to save by pro-
viding them with an interest-bearing
escrow account. Participants who in-
crease their incomes deposit a portion
of their addditional earnings into their
escrow account instead of paying high-
er rent, as is typically required under
federally subsidized housing programs.
Upon graduation from the FSS Pro-
gram, families can use their escrowed
savings to pay for job-related expenses,
move to private market housing, buy a
home, or save for the future.

After more than 30 years, FSS has
become a proven financial independ-
ence program. Indeed, in 2021 27 percent
of FSS graduates no longer needed Fed-
eral rental assistance within 1 year of
leaving F'SS, while 11 percent of grad-
uates were ultimately able to purchase
their own home, FSS graduates with
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escrow savings, on average, had ap-
proximately $9,495 in their account
upon leaving the program—a substan-
tial sum for low-income families.

Despite the program’s success and
broad eligibility, program participa-
tion was effectively capped at about
70,000 enrollees in 2023 because there is
simply not enough Federal funding for
the required F'SS corordinators.

The Helping More Families Save Act
would help more Americans access the
program by creating a anew universal
escrow pilot. Under the bill, public
housing agencies, PHAs, and PBRA
property owners could offer a limited
number of additional households es-
crow accounts identical to those under
the current FSS Program without hav-
ing to wait for an FSS coordinator to
be funded by the Federal Government.
Although PHAs and PBRA property
owners would not be required to offer
Coordinator services to these partici-
pants, we expect many will work to
offer appropriate counseling and sup-
port on their own or with outside part-
ners. Moreover, we expect that this
pilot will show that those enrolled in
the program will be successful and
make wise decisions.

If successful, the pilot program could
help more low-income families improve
their financial security, achieve eco-
nomic independence, and even purchase
their own homes, all with minimal cost
to the Federal Government.

This is a commonsense, bipartisan
proposal that has the potential to help
lift more American families out of pov-
erty. It is a win for families, the Fed-
eral budget, and our economy. I thank
Senator BRITT for coleading this legis-
lation and Compass Working Capital
and LISC for their support. I urge our
colleagues to cosponsor the Helping
More Families Save Act and support
its passage.

By Mr. REED (for himself and
Ms. LUMMIS):

S. 3905. A bill to amend title I of the
National Housing Act to increase the
loan limits and clarify that property
improvement loans may be used for
construction of accessory dwelling
units; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Madam President, today I
am introducing the Property Improve-
ment and Manufactured Housing Loan
Modernization Act with Senator LUM-
MIS. This legislation would strengthen
the Federal Housing Administration,
FHA, title I loan program to both help
more families find and own an afford-
able home and better preserve our ex-
isting housing stock.

Like its better known title II sister
program, FHA title I expands access to
housing and boosts affordability for
families by insuring private market
loans. However, title I is targeted to-
wards two underserved portions of our
housing market—manufactured homes
and property improvement.

For decades, title I has provided low-
cost loans that help more families af-
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ford a manufactured home or make
necessary improvements to their exist-
ing home, while expanding and pre-
serving critical portions of housing
supply. Indeed, manufactured homes
are the largest source of unsubsidized
affordable housing in the country, and
property improvement loans help pre-
vent more single-family homes and
apartments from falling out of our
housing stock.

These loans should be a central tool
helping to close our nationwide hous-
ing shortage, which Freddie Mac esti-
mates at 3.8 million homes. However,
outdated loan limits and statutory re-
strictions have weakened title I’s effec-
tiveness and turned the program from
success to a missed opportunity.

From the mid-1980s, through the
early 1990s lenders offered 15,000 to
25,000 title I manufactured home loans
each year, but in 2021, only 3 loans were
issued. Similarly, lenders have gone
from making more than 70,000 title I
property improvement loans annually
in the 1990s to making fewer than 1,000
in 2022. That is a 99-percent drop in
loan volume. In other words, as many
as 99,000 fewer homes being bought,
preserved, and included in our housing
stock each year.

The Property Improvement and Man-
ufactured Housing Loan Modernization
Act would refurbish title I and return
it to our housing toolbox. It would ex-
pand loan limits and loan terms for all
title I loans—making the program fit
market demand and needs. Perhaps
more importantly. the bill would fi-
nally allow FHA to index property im-
provement loans for inflation and ex-
pand the data it uses to set manufac-
tured home loan limits, ensuring title I
will remain a crucial tool as home
costs rise in future years.

Finally, our legislation makes
accesible dwelling units, ADUs, which
are small housing units added to a sin-
gle-family property often for use by a
family member, eligible for title I fi-
nancing. In other words, our bill will
make the revamped title I program an
even more powerful home-creation pro-
gram than it was during its prior peak
yvears and will particularly help fami-
lies who want to provide a safe, com-
fortable place for aging parents or
young adult children to live.

Collectively, these improvements
would help more families own a home,
remain in homes they have spent dec-
ades in, and find an affordable place to
live. I urge my colleagues to join Sen-
ator LUMMIS and myself, cosponsor this
bill, and support its passage.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  586—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF “DEEP VEIN THROM-
BOSIS AND PULMONARY EMBO-

LISM AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr.
LUJAN) submitted the following resolu-
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tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
S. RES. 586

Whereas deep vein thrombosis (referred to
in this preamble as “DVT”) is a condition
that occurs when a blood clot forms in the
deep veins of the body, such as in the arm,
abdomen, around the brain, and most com-
monly in the leg;

Whereas a potentially life-threatening
complication of DVT is a pulmonary embo-
lism (referred to in this preamble as a “‘PE”),
where a blood clot breaks off, travels
through the blood stream, and lodges in the
lung;

Whereas DVT and PEs are serious but
often preventable medical conditions;

Whereas DVT and PEs affect as many as
900,000 individuals in the United States each
year;

Whereas DVT and PEs kill an estimated
60,000 to 100,000 individuals in the United
States each year, and 1 out of 4 individuals
who have a PE die without warning;

Whereas deaths caused by DVT and PEs
are often preventable;

Whereas DVT and PEs are among the lead-
ing causes of preventable hospital deaths in
the United States;

Whereas DVT and PEs are common com-
plications faced by cancer patients, and sur-
vival rates are lower for individuals with
cancer who also have blood clots;

Whereas pregnancy increases the risk of
DVT and PEs, and that risk remains ele-
vated for up to 3 months after giving birth;

Whereas immobility, surgery, older age,
and a family history of clotting and
thrombophilia increase the risk of DVT and
PEs;

Whereas DVT and PEs contribute to up to
$10,000,000,000 in incremental medical costs
each year in the United States; and

Whereas the establishment of March as
“Deep Vein Thrombosis and Pulmonary Em-
bolism Awareness Month” would raise
awareness about these life-threatening but
preventable conditions: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘“‘Deep
Vein Thrombosis and Pulmonary Embolism
Awareness Month’’; and

(2) recognizes the importance of raising
awareness of deep vein thrombosis and pul-
monary embolisms.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I have two requests for commit-
tees to meet during today’s session of
the Senate. They have the approval of
the Majority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Monday,
March 11, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
an open hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Monday,
March 11, 2024, at 4:30 p.m., to conduct
a closed briefing.
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