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Whereas the absence of a new framework
for nuclear arms control after the expiration
of New START would affect strategic sta-
bility and increase the risk of an unre-
strained nuclear arms race with the Russian
Federation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns in the strongest terms the
Russian Federation’s nuclear escalatory
rhetoric and veiled threats on the potential
use of nuclear weapons to further its inva-
sion and aggression against a free and inde-
pendent Ukraine;

(2) condemns the Russian Federation’s pur-
ported suspension of its participation in the
New START Treaty;

(3) calls for immediate cessation of nuclear
saber-rattling and nuclear escalatory rhet-
oric from the Russian Federation;

(4) emphasizes the continued value of arms
control agreements between the United
States and the Russian Federation;

(5) calls for the Russian Federation to
promptly return to full implementation of
the New START Treaty, including on-site in-
spections, provision of treaty-mandated no-
tifications and data, and resumption of Bi-
lateral Consultative Commission meetings;

(6) calls on the President to continue to en-
gage the People’s Republic of China in fur-
ther bilateral talks on nuclear risk reduction
and arms control, and to pursue new multi-
lateral arms control efforts involving the 5
permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council; and

(7) calls on the President to continue to
pursue nuclear arms control and risk reduc-
tion dialogue with the Russian Federation to
maintain strategic stability, ensure the con-
flict in Ukraine does not escalate to nuclear
use, and avoid an unrestrained nuclear arms
race.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 594—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 17, 2024, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
CRAMER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 594

Whereas assistive technology is any item,
piece of equipment, or product system that
is used to increase, maintain, or improve the
functional capabilities of a person with a dis-
ability or an older adult;

Whereas an assistive technology service is
any service that directly assists a person
with a disability or an older adult in the se-
lection, acquisition, or use of an assistive
technology device;

Whereas, in 2023, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported that 1 in 4
people in the United States, or almost
61,000,000 individuals, has a disability;

Whereas, during the 2021-2022 school year,
the Department of Education reported that
there were more than 7,300,000 children with
disabilities;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported that, among adults
65 years of age and older, 2 in 5 have a dis-
ability;

Whereas assistive technology enables peo-
ple with disabilities and older adults to be
included in their communities and in inclu-
sive classrooms and workplaces;

Whereas assistive technology devices and
services are necessities, not luxury items, for
millions of people with disabilities and older
adults, without which they would be unable
to live in their communities, access edu-
cation, or obtain, retain, and advance gain-
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ful, competitive, and
ment;

Whereas the availability of assistive tech-
nology in the workplace promotes economic
self-sufficiency, enhances work participa-
tion, and is critical to the employment of
people with disabilities and older adults; and

Whereas State assistive technology pro-
grams support a continuum of services that
include—

(1) the exchange, repair, recycling, and
other reutilization of assistive technology
devices;

(2) device loan programs that provide
short-term loans of assistive technology de-
vices to individuals, employers, public agen-
cies, and others;

(3) the demonstration of devices to inform
decision making; and

(4) State financing to help individuals pur-
chase or obtain assistive technology through
a variety of initiatives, such as financial
loan programs, leasing programs, and other
financing alternatives that give individuals
affordable, flexible options to purchase or
obtain assistive technology: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 17, 2024, as ‘‘National
Assistive Technology Awareness Day’’; and

(2) commends—

(A) assistive technology specialists and
program coordinators for their hard work
and dedication in serving people with dis-
abilities who are in need of finding the prop-
er assistive technology to meet their indi-
vidual needs; and

(B) professional organizations and re-
searchers dedicated to facilitating the access
and acquisition of assistive technology for
people with disabilities and older adults in
need of assistive technology devices.

integrated employ-

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 595—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
AMERICORPS MEMBERS AND
ALUMNI AND AMERICORPS SEN-
IORS VOLUNTEERS IN THE LIVES
OF THE PEOPLE AND COMMU-
NITIES OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mrs. CAPITO) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 595

Whereas 30 years ago Congress established
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service—now known as AmeriCorps—to
unite national service programs under 1
agency, to create service opportunities that
strengthen communities, and to expand
pathways to education, careers, and civic
participation for those who serve;

Whereas, since their inceptions,
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors na-
tional and community service programs have
proven to be highly effective ways to—

(1) unite and engage the people of the
United States in meeting a wide range of
local and national needs;

(2) promote greater civic engagement; and

(3) provide pathways to education and ca-
reers;

Whereas each year 200,000 individuals serve
in AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors at
nearly 40,000 locations across the United
States to give back in an intensive way to
communities, States, territories, Tribal na-
tions, and the United States;

Whereas AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Sen-
iors funds have been invested in nonprofit,
community, educational, and faith-based or-
ganizations, as well as local governments
and Tribal nations, and those funds have—
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(1) leveraged hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in outside funding and in-kind donations
each year; and

(2) expanded the capacity of local and na-
tional programs to deliver on missions that
strengthen the communities of the United
States;

Whereas AmeriCorps members and
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers have pro-
vided millions of hours of service across the
United States, helping to—

(1) improve the lives of the most vulner-
able people of the United States;

(2) protect the environment;

(3) contribute to public safety;

(4) respond to disasters and public health
emergencies;

(5) strengthen the educational system of
the United States; and

(6) expand economic opportunity for all;

Whereas service in AmeriCorps promotes
bridge-building, collaboration, and leader-
ship skills, and AmeriCorps programs bring
the people of the United States together
from different backgrounds, generations, and
geographic locations;

Whereas AmeriCorps funds, conducts, and
disseminates research on the civic health of
the United States and the return on taxpayer
investment in national service programs;

Whereas AmeriCorps members and
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers recruit and
supervise millions of community volunteers,
demonstrating the value of AmeriCorps as a
powerful force for encouraging people to be-
come involved in community service;

Whereas, for more than 5 decades, millions
of AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers in the
RSVP, Foster Grandparent, and Senior Com-
panion programs have played an important
role in strengthening communities by shar-
ing their experience, knowledge, and accom-
plishments with the individuals they serve;

Whereas, over the past 30 years, nearly
1,300,000 individuals have taken the
AmeriCorps pledge to ‘‘get things done for
America” by becoming AmeriCorps members
through the AmeriCorps State and National,
AmeriCorps VISTA, and AmeriCorps NCCC
programs;

Whereas AmeriCorps members throughout
the United States, in return for completing
their service terms, have earned more than
$4,500,000,000 to use to further their own edu-
cational advancement and career readiness
at colleges and wuniversities across the
United States;

Whereas AmeriCorps is a proven pathway
to employment, providing members with val-
uable career skills, experience, and contacts
to prepare them for the 21st century work-
force;

Whereas leaders across political parties
and ideologies recognize the value that na-
tional service provides to their communities
and country, leveraging the power of
AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Sen-
iors volunteers to meet the most urgent and
pressing needs;

Whereas national service programs have
engaged millions of people in the United
States in results-driven service in the most
vulnerable communities of the United States
including in rural, urban, and suburban com-
munities, providing hope and help to individ-
uals with economic and social needs; and

Whereas AmeriCorps Week, observed in
2024 from March 10 through March 16, is an
appropriate time for the people of the United
States to—

(1) salute current and former AmeriCorps
members and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers
for their positive impact on the lives of peo-
ple in the United States;

(2) thank the community partners of
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors for
making the programs possible;
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(3) encourage more people in the United
States to become involved in service and vol-
unteering; and

(4) celebrate the lasting impact of
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors pro-
grams over the last 30 years: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) encourages the people of the United
States to join in a national effort—

(A) to salute AmeriCorps members and
alumni and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers;
and

(B) to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of national and community service;

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments across a 30-year history of the
volunteers, members, alumni, and commu-
nity partners of AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps
Seniors;

(3) recognizes the important contributions
made by AmeriCorps members and alumni
and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers to the
lives of the people of the United States; and

(4) encourages individuals of all ages to
consider opportunities to serve in
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 596—RECOG-
NIZING GIRL SCOUTS OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON
ITS 112TH BIRTHDAY AND CELE-
BRATING ITS LEGACY OF PRO-
VIDING GIRLS WITH A SECURE,
INCLUSIVE SPACE WHERE THEY
CAN EXPLORE THEIR WORLD,
BUILD MEANINGFUL RELATION-
SHIPS, AND HAVE ACCESS TO
EXPERIENCES THAT PREPARE
THEM FOR A LIFE OF LEADER-
SHIP

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING, Ms.
HAssAN, Ms. CORTEzZ MASTO, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. COONS, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. ERNST) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 596

Whereas March 12, 2024, marks the 112th
anniversary of Girl Scouts of the United
States of America (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘“Girl Scouts’), the largest and
most impactful leadership program for girls
in the world;

Whereas the Girl Scout movement began
on March 12, 1912, when Juliette ‘‘Daisy”’
Gordon Low, a native of Savannah, Georgia,
organized a group of 18 girls and provided
them with the opportunity to develop phys-
ically, intellectually, socially, and spir-
itually;

Whereas, for over a century, Girl Scouts
has advanced its mission to ‘‘build girls of
courage, confidence, and character, who
make the world a better place’’;

Whereas today more than 50,000,000
women—trailblazers, visionaries, and lead-
ers—are Girl Scouts alumnae who have made
the world a better place;

Whereas, since its beginnings, Girl Scouts
has emphasized public service and civic en-
gagement and has fostered a sense of com-
munity in girls;

Whereas girls say that Girl Scouts sup-
ports their mental health and is an accept-
ing, secure space where they feel free to be
themselves and where leaders and other girls
are sources of support during difficult times;

Whereas Girl Scouts is a powerful force for
social connection and creates a positive and
uplifting national and global network among
girls;
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Whereas Girl Scouts plays an indispensable
role in engaging girls in afterschool and out-
of-school programming and experiences that
expand their world and allow them to tap
into their inner community builder, inno-
vator, change maker, and leader;

Whereas, at a time when civics education
is missing from many schools, Girl Scouts
engages girls of all grade levels in civics pro-
gramming that deepens their understanding
of democracy and government, prepares
them for a lifetime of civic engagement, and
motivates them to take action on issues that
are important to them;

Whereas Girl Scouts offers girls 21st cen-
tury programming in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM), the outdoors,
entrepreneurship, and beyond, helping girls
develop invaluable life skills;

Whereas, to earn the Gold Award, indi-
vidual Girl Scouts take on projects that have
a measurable and sustainable impact on a
community by assessing a need, designing a
solution, completing a project, and inspiring
others to sustain it; and

Whereas, as a member organization of the
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl
Scouts, Girl Scouts is part of an inter-
national sisterhood of 10,000,000 girls and
young women in 152 countries and is com-
mitted to offering girls more opportunities
to engage with communities worldwide,
make meaningful global connections, and ex-
plore global citizenship: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes Girl Scouts of the United
States of America for 112 years of providing
girls with a safe and inclusive space where
they can hone their skills and develop lead-
ership abilities;

(2) congratulates all Girl Scouts who
earned the Gold Award in 2023; and

(3) encourages Girl Scouts of the United
States of America to continue to champion
the ambitions, nurture the creativity, and
support the talents of future women leaders.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 597—RECOG-
NIZING THE HERITAGE, CUL-
TURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
AMERICAN INDIAN, ALASKA NA-
TIVE, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN
WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. BUTLER,
Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. RISCH, Ms. ROSEN, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 597

Whereas the United States celebrates Na-
tional Women’s History Month every March
to recognize and honor the achievements of
women throughout the history of the United
States;

Whereas an estimated 4,718,255 American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian
women live in the United States;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women—

(1) have helped shape the history of their
communities, Tribes, and the United States;

(2) have fought to defend and protect the
sovereign rights of Native Nations; and
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(3) have demonstrated resilience and cour-
age in the face of a history of threatened ex-
istence, constant removals, and relocations;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women contribute to
their communities, Tribes, and the United
States through military service, public serv-
ice, and work in many industries, including
business, education, science, medicine, lit-
erature, and fine arts, including Pablita ‘“‘Tse
Tsan’ Velarde, a Santa Clara Pueblo artist
and painter whose art work depicted tradi-
tional Pueblo life and preserved Pueblo sto-
ries and knowledge, and whose paintings
were commissioned for display at Bandelier
National Monument;

Whereas, as of 2023, more than 4,400 Amer-
ican Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Ha-
waiian women were bravely serving as mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United
States;

Whereas, as of 2023, more than 20,800 Amer-
ican Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Ha-
waiian women were veterans who made last-
ing contributions to the Armed Forces of the
United States;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women broke down his-
torical gender barriers to enlistment in the
military, including—

(1) Laura Beltz Wright, an Inupiat Eskimo
sharpshooter of the Alaska Territorial Guard
during World War II;

(2) Minnie Spotted Wolf of the Blackfeet
Tribe, the first Native American woman to
enlist in the United States Marine Corps in
1943; and

(3) Marcella LeBeau of the Cheyenne River
Sioux Tribe, a decorated veteran who served
as an Army combat nurse during World War
II and received the French Legion of Honour
for her bravery and service;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have made the
ultimate sacrifice for the United States, in-
cluding Lori Ann Piestewa, a member of the
Hopi Tribe who was the first Native Amer-
ican woman to be killed in action while serv-
ing on foreign soil and the first woman serv-
ing in the Armed Forces of the United States
to be killed in the Iraq War in 2003;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to the economic development of Native
Nations and the United States as a whole, in-
cluding Elouise Cobell of the Blackfeet
Tribe, a recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, who—

(1) served as the treasurer of the Blackfeet
Tribe;

(2) founded the first Tribal-owned national
bank; and

(3) led the fight against Federal mis-
management of funds held in trust for more
than 500,000 Native Americans;

Whereas, as of 2020, American Indian, Alas-
ka Native, and Native Hawaiian women
owned an estimated 161,500 businesses;

Whereas, as of 2020, Native women-owned
businesses employed more than 61,000 work-
ers and generated more than $11,000,000,000 in
revenue;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have opened an average of more
than 17 new businesses each day since 2007;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have made sig-
nificant contributions to the fields of medi-
cine and health, including—

(1) Susan La Flesche Picotte of the Omaha
Tribe, who is widely acknowledged as the
first Native American to earn a medical de-
gree; and

(2) Annie Dodge Wauneka of the Navajo
Nation, who—

(A) advocated for better public health,
education, and living conditions on the

Navajo Nation leading to her becoming 1 of
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