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members, and others historically excluded 
from meaningful employment; now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature urges the Office of Management and 
Budget to update its Uniform Guidance to 
explicitly allow states and localities to im-
plement strong procurement standards that 
advance high-quality jobs and equitable hir-
ing, including lifting the local hire prohibi-
tion on federally funded projects, and in so 
doing empower California lawmakers and 
agencies to create equitable infrastructure 
jobs that can strengthen our cities, counties, 
and state; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and the Vice President of the 
United States, the federal Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and to the author for ap-
propriate distribution. 

POM–117. A joint resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee 
urging the federal government to do all with-
in its power to secure the border and protect 
our country; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 801 
Whereas, recent events in Texas have dem-

onstrated the federal government’s disin-
clination to fulfill a duty imposed by the 
United States Constitution and federal stat-
utory law, namely the protection of the sev-
eral states from illegal immigration; and 

Whereas, the security of our nation’s bor-
ders and the safety of our citizens are para-
mount to protecting the American way of 
life; and 

Whereas, due to the present administra-
tion’s abrogation of its duty to secure the 
border, more than six million illegal immi-
grants have crossed our southern border in 
the last three years; and 

Whereas, Article 1, § 10, Clause 3, of the 
United States Constitution reserves to the 
states the right of self-defense, including the 
right to secure a state’s border against an in-
vasion;and 

Whereas, the state of Texas has acted prop-
erly in declaring an invasion pursuant to 
such constitutional provision and invoking 
Texas’s constitutional authority to defend 
and protect its citizens and sovereign prop-
erty; and 

Whereas, the Texas National Guard, Texas 
Department of Public Safety officers, and 
other qualified Texas personnel have been 
deployed to secure the Texas border; and 

Whereas, federal government officials and 
agencies have since encroached upon Texas’s 
constitutional right to protect against 
threats to the public safety; and 

Whereas, the members of this General As-
sembly have consistently taken steps to ad-
dress illegal immigration in Tennessee and 
support the state of Texas in doing likewise; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives 
of the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assem-
bly of the State of Tennessee, The Senate Con-
curring, that this General Assembly stands in 
support of the state of Texas’s efforts to se-
cure its border against illegal immigration 
and affirms the several states’ constitutional 
right to protect and defend their citizens and 
property against any threat to public safety 
and security; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Assembly com-
mends Governor Lee for previous support of 
securing the Texas border and urges him to 
send continued support; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Assembly urges 
the federal government to do all within its 
power to secure the border and protect our 
country; and be it further 

Resolved, that certified copies of this reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the 

United States, the U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Governor of the State of 
Tennessee, the Speaker and the Clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, the 
President and the Secretary of the United 
States Senate, each member of the Ten-
nessee Congressional delegation, and the 
Governor of Texas. 

POM–118. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Maine requesting 
the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs to provide access to medical care and 
assistance to members of the Maine National 
Guard who trained at the military support 
base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

SENATE PAPER 998 
Whereas, Resolve 2023, chapter 95 estab-

lished the Gagetown Harmful Chemical 
Study Commission; and 

Whereas, the commission was tasked with 
studying the impacts of exposure to harmful 
chemicals, including 2,3,7,8– 
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin, or TCDD, as 
well as other dioxins including that known 
as Agent Orange, on veterans who served at 
the Canadian military support base in 
Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada; and 

Whereas, the commission has striven to 
demonstrate through scientific evidence the 
connection between exposure to those chemi-
cals while training and subsequent negative 
health outcomes, but it is the responsibility 
of the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs to make this determination and pro-
vide care and assistance; and 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs has determined that Viet-
nam War veterans who were exposed to tac-
tical herbicides, including Agent Orange, 
suffered harmful effects and were subse-
quently diagnosed with conditions or ill-
nesses associated with that exposure; and 

Whereas, those who served at the 
Gagetown military support base include 
members of the United States National 
Guard, who were never deployed but were 
neverthelesss exposed to these harmful 
chemicals, which are known to have been 
tested at Gagetown; and 

Whereas, access to medical care and assist-
ance through the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs is therefore unavailable 
for these National Guard members; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
spectfully urge and request that the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs rec-
ognize the effects of exposure to harmful 
chemicals, including TCDD and other 
dioxins, on members of the United States 
National Guard who trained at Gagetown 
and who are diagnosed with conditions or ill-
nesses associated with that exposure as has 
already been done for Vietnam War veterans 
and others; and be it further 

Resolved, That We further urge and request 
that the United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs review the most recent sci-
entific reporting on the effects to human 
health of exposure to dioxins, to conduct 
independent environmental sampling and 
analysis at Gagetown related to dioxins and 
risks to human health, to examine health 
outcomes for individuals who trained there 
and to provide access to medical care and as-
sistance for those individuals; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 
of State, be transmitted to the Honorable 
Joseph Biden, President of the United 
States; the President of the United States 
Senate; Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States; the Honorable 
Denis Richard McDonough, Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs; and each Member of the Maine 
Congressional Delegation. 

POM–119. A resolution adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Urbana, Illinois, call-
ing for the end of the Gaza war and a lasting 
peace; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI: 
S. 4370. A bill to amend the Tribal Forest 

Protection Act of 2004 to improve that Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and 
Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 4371. A bill to amend the Investor Pro-
tection and Securities Reform Act of 2010 to 
provide grants to States for enhanced protec-
tion of senior investors and senior policy-
holders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. 4372. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to pay costs associated with 
the delivery of automobiles or other convey-
ances to eligible persons, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 4373. A bill to provide for congressional 

approval of national emergency declarations; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. SMITH, 
and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 4374. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to include screening for 
loneliness and coordination of supportive 
services and health care to address the nega-
tive health effects of loneliness, to require a 
report on loneliness, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

S. 4375. A bill to establish a critical supply 
chain resiliency and crisis response program 
in the Department of Commerce, and to se-
cure American leadership in deploying 
emerging technologies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 4376. A bill to increase Government ac-

countability for administrative actions by 
reinvigorating administrative Pay-As-You- 
Go; to the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 4377. A bill to require U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services to facilitate natu-
ralization services for noncitizen veterans 
who have been removed from the United 
States or are inadmissible; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. SAND-
ERS): 

S. 4378. A bill to require on-time delivery 
of periodicals to unlock additional rate au-
thority, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 
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By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN, and Mr. BOOKER): 
S. 4379. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to change certain grant re-
quirements for certain students with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. BUT-
LER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. PADILLA, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 4380. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to promote matriculation, 
and increase in the graduation rates, of indi-
viduals with disabilities within higher edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. BUTLER, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 4381. A bill to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a 
health care provider’s ability to provide con-
traceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception; read the first time. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 4382. A bill to amend the Water Re-

sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in East 
Point, Georgia; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 4383. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in coastal 
Georgia; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 4384. A bill to amend the Water Re-

sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in Colum-
bus, Henry, and Clayton Counties, Georgia; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. Res. 700. A resolution supporting the ef-
forts of the United States and international 
partners to facilitate a security environment 
that is conducive to holding free and fair 
elections in Haiti and promoting a durable 
return to democratic governance; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 161 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 

(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 161, a bill to extend the Fed-
eral Pell Grant eligibility of certain 
short-term programs. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 597, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Government pension offset and wind-
fall elimination provisions. 

S. 711 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
711, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the invaluable service 
that working dogs provide to society. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 793, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to add 
physical therapists to the list of pro-
viders allowed to utilize locum tenens 
arrangements under Medicare. 

S. 815 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 815, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the female tele-
phone operators of the Army Signal 
Corps, known as the ‘‘Hello Girls’’. 

S. 895 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 895, a bill to provide for 
further comprehensive research at the 
National Institute of Neurological Dis-
orders and Stroke on unruptured 
intracranial aneurysms. 

S. 1064 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1064, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to carry 
out a national project to prevent and 
cure Parkinson’s, to be known as the 
National Parkinson’s Project, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1661, a bill to establish 
the Strength in Diversity Program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1867 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1867, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Agriculture to carry out an initia-
tive to develop, expand, and improve 
rural childcare, and for other purposes. 

S. 1950 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1950, a bill to extend the tem-

porary order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances. 

S. 2360 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2360, a bill to establish an 
Interagency Collaborative and Innova-
tion Pilot Program to Address Hunger 
and Promote Access to Healthy Food 
Among Older Adults and Adults with 
Disabilities. 

S. 2539 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2539, a bill to clarify that, in 
awarding funding under title X of the 
Public Health Service Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
may not discriminate against eligible 
States, individuals, or other entities 
for refusing to counsel or refer for 
abortions. 

S. 2881 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2881, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institu-
tions of higher education to provide no-
tice to students participating in a 
State or federally financed work-study 
program about potential eligibility for 
participation in the supplemental nu-
trition assistance program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2913 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2913, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to deny Federal retire-
ment benefits to individuals convicted 
of child sex abuse. 

S. 3047 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3047, a bill to award pay-
ments to employees of Air America 
who provided support to the United 
States from 1950 to 1976, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3260 
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3260, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to establish a working group to 
formulate recommendations for stand-
ardizing the measurements of loneli-
ness and isolation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3428 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3428, a bill to terminate the member-
ship by the United States in the United 
Nations, and for other purposes. 

S. 3716 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
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