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United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration relating to ‘‘Medical Devices;
Laboratory Developed Tests”.
S. RES. 505

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 505, a
resolution condemning the use of sex-
ual violence and rape as a weapon of
war by the terrorist group Hamas
against the people of Israel.

S. RES. 574

At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VANCE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 574, a resolution expressing
support for starting and growing a fam-
ily through in vitro fertilization.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. KAINE):

S. 4391. A Dbill to amend the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act
to recognize digital skills and digital
literacy as critical adult education and
literacy objectives, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
rise today to introduce the Investing in
Digital Skills Act, a bill that would
help strengthen computer skills in the
American workforce. This bill, which I
am introducing today with my col-
league Senator TiM KAINE, would make
important updates to the Workforce In-
vestment and Opportunity Act, known
as WIOA, to help workers meet the dig-
ital skills demands of today’s jobs.

A key goal of WIOA is to help Ameri-
cans overcome barriers to obtaining
high-quality jobs and careers. The law
requires State and local service pro-
viders to offer adult education and
skills development programs that ac-
celerate achievement of diplomas and
credentials among American workers.
This Investing in Digital Skills Act
would allow information literacy and
digital skills to be included among the
skills development programs within
these adult education programs.

Our legislation would help prepare
individuals for the evolving demands of
the digital economy, enhancing their
employability and skill sets in a tech-
nologically advanced job market. Re-
cent research conducted in partnership
between National Skills Coalition and
the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
found that 92 percent of jobs require
digital skills, yet more than 30 percent
of workers lack even foundational dig-
ital abilities. The research also found
huge financial incentives for this
upskilling: Jobs that require at least
one digital skill earn 23 percent more
than a job requiring none.

This issue is important to Mainers.
Lisa Robertson, the director of York
Adult Education, wrote to me, saying,
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“Your bill would address a significant
gap in current workforce development
initiatives by recognizing the impor-
tance of digital skills training for
adult learners. In today’s rapidly
evolving job market, proficiency in
digital literacy is no longer just a valu-
able asset; it is essential for individ-
uals to succeed. .. .” I appreciate
Lisa’s insights about today’s workforce
needs. By modernizing WIOA with new
tools to teach digital skills, the Invest-
ing in Digital Skills Act would help
Americans maintain their competitive
edge in workforce.

I urge my colleagues to support our
legislation.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 701—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 19
THROUGH MAY 25, 2024, AS “NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. KELLY, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Ms. LUMMIS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 701

Whereas public works professionals work
around the clock to ensure the vital infra-
structure, facilities, and services of commu-
nities to deliver dependable, sustainable, and
resilient human needs that include the
health, safety, and well-being of the people
of the United States, while advancing the
quality of life for all;

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals who represent Federal, State,
and local governments, and private sector
organizations throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
sanitation and waste management systems,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States;

Whereas many public works professionals
are first responders and are the first to ar-
rive and last to leave a natural disaster area
or incident scene; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 19 through
May 25, 2024, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the health, safety, and well-being of
our communities that public works profes-
sionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
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in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
have 11 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at 9:456 a.m.,
to conduct a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, May 22, 2024,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 22,
2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at 3:15
p.m., to conduct a business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 22, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed business meeting.



S3858

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY
The Subcommittee on Economic Pol-
icy of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES
The Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 22, 2024, at 4:45 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that Alexandra
Gelber, a detailee to the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, be granted floor privi-
leges for the remainder of the 118th
Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 701, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 701) designating the
week of May 19 through May 25, 2024, as ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MURPHY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 23,
2024

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 23; that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Dalton nomina-
tion postcloture and that if the nomi-
nation is confirmed, the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-

701) was
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mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator BAR-
RASSO and Senator WYDEN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Wyoming.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 4392

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to continue
this discussion of the crisis at our
southern border.

When Joe Biden walked into the
White House, the southern border was
secure. Tragically, for our country, he
then signed 94 Executive orders in his
first 100 days. He rolled out the wel-
come mat, and millions and millions of
illegal immigrants flooded into our Na-
tion. The Democrats in Congress joined
him. They joined the President. They
worked with him. They aggressively
rolled back Republican-led policies
that had worked to keep our country
safe. Our southern border is now a pipe-
line for illegal crossings. Since Joe
Biden took office, almost 10 million il-
legal immigrants have invaded Amer-
ica.

The Democrats’ uncontrolled illegal
immigration strains our tax dollars; it
undermines the safety of our citizens;
and it endangers our communities.
Hard-working American taxpayers are
now paying. They are paying for hous-
ing; they are paying for healthcare;
they are paying for government hand-
outs—all for illegal immigrants. Ac-
cording to one study, the Democratic
border crisis costs States and cities
close to $450 billion each and every
year.

The heaviest costs of this crisis are
borne by families, by communities, and
by local law enforcement. Day after
day, lives are cut short or changed for-
ever. Just 2 weeks ago, in Florida, an
11-year-old girl was kidnapped and sex-
ually assaulted by a 20-year-old illegal
immigrant brought into this country
under the catch-and-release program of
President Biden. He is here because of
this dangerous program.

The local sheriff in Florida had this
to say:

The Federal Government is victimizing the
people who live in this country by letting
these people in.

To my Democratic colleagues, 1
would say: You voted for open borders.
I would ask you, What if this were your
daughter or what if this were your
granddaughter who had been kidnapped
by an illegal immigrant brought in by
catch-and-release—a 20-year-old here.
Terrible. Frightening.
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Fortunately, this young girl’s moth-
er was able to identify the situation,
and she ran desperately to get that
daughter who had been kidnapped.

We are here fighting to secure the
border to make our communities safer.
Democrats in this body have done
nothing to secure the border. They
have done nothing to stop the flood of
illegal immigrants. The record by the
Democrats in this body is appalling,
and let me start with H.R. 2.

H.R. 2 is, of course, the House bill. It
is called the Secure the Border Act of
2023. It is the strongest border security
bill in our history. It completes the
wall because walls work. It surges new
technology to the border. It hires more
Border Patrol agents and gives them a
bonus. It ends catch-and-release, and it
reinstates the successful plan of ‘“‘Re-
main in Mexico.” If signed into law,
H.R. 2 would stop the flood of illegal
immigrants.

Now, the House of Representatives
passed this bill, the Secure the Border
Act of 2023, on May 11 of 2023. Well,
that was over a year ago. The Senate
majority leader refuses to bring this
House-passed bill to the floor, and he
has been blocking the bill for over a
year.

Of course, it is not just blocking the
Secure the Border Act that is the prob-
lem. Democrats will not vote for real
border security measures. For 3 years
now, open border Democrats—each and
every one of them—have rejected solu-
tions aimed at fixing the border crisis
not once, not twice but in 22 different
recorded votes. Democrats banded to-
gether to say no to finishing the wall,
no to ending catch-and-release, and no
to restoring the ‘“‘Remain in Mexico”’
policy. They blocked the Laken Riley
Act.

Meanwhile, they have embraced poli-
cies that have tried to smooth the flow
of illegal immigrants when people all
across America are saying: Stop this
flood. This includes sending illegal im-
migrants cash payments paid with tax-
payer dollars. The Democrats continue
to fund sanctuary cities. For 3 years,
my Democratic colleagues have seemed
to welcome the crisis at our southern
border. They now want to run away
from their record, and we know why. It
is because election day is less than 6
months away, and they can read the
polls. Democrats can run, but they can-
not hide.

The majority leader recently said
that the situation at the border is un-
acceptable. I am not sure he actually
believes that. After all, one of his first
comments after the 2022 election was
that he endorsed amnesty for illegal
immigrants. The majority leader said
at the time that opening our country
to illegal immigrants is ‘‘the only way
we are going to have a great future in
America.” It is ‘““the only way.”” That is
what the majority leader said. It is
‘““the only way we are going to have a
great future in America’’—amnesty for
illegal immigrants.

The Democrats have no desire to se-
cure the border. Every single Democrat
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