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music through his groundbreaking composi-
tions, including the iconic ‘‘Oye Como Va’’, 
famously popularized by Carlos Santana; 

Whereas Puente’s innovative blend of 
Cuban and Caribbean sounds such as mambo, 
son, and cha-cha-chá resonated with main-
stream audiences, solidifying his status as a 
cultural icon both in the United States and 
internationally; 

Whereas, in 1959, Ritchie Valens became a 
trailblazer in the music industry with his 
iconic rendition of the song ‘‘La Bamba’’ be-
coming the first Latin song to enter the Hot 
100 Billboard chart, marking a significant 
milestone for Chicano Rock; 

Whereas Celia Cruz, the incomparable 
‘‘Queen of Salsa’’ and a pioneer of Afro- 
Cuban music, infused traditional guarachas 
with modern flair, elevated the genre to 
global acclaim with timeless classics like 
‘‘La Vida Es un Carnaval’’, and left an endur-
ing legacy in the realm of Latin music; 

Whereas Celia Cruz served as a musical 
ambassador with her dynamic performances 
and impassioned vocals that transcended cul-
tural boundaries, solidifying her status as a 
global icon; 

Whereas Johnny Pacheco, revered as the 
‘‘Grandfather of Salsa’’, emerged as a leading 
figure in the vibrant New York salsa scene 
during the 1960s and 1970s, contributing sig-
nificantly to the genre’s development, and 
served as the musical director of Fania 
Records; 

Whereas Los Tigres del Norte, a Mexican 
band renowned for their poignant portrayal 
of social issues and immigrant experiences in 
the United States through songs like ‘‘La 
jaula de oro’’ and ‘‘América’’, have been hon-
ored with multiple Grammy awards, contrib-
uting significantly to the popularization of 
the corridos genre within the United States 
starting in 1968 and continuing to the 
present day; 

Whereas Vicente Fernandez, a singer, 
actor, film producer, and the ‘‘King of 
Ranchera Music’’, made significant contribu-
tions to ranchera music, earning him 
Grammy and Latin Grammy awards, selling 
over 50,000,000 records, and receiving the title 
of the greatest Mexican singer of all time by 
Rolling Stone; 

Whereas Alejandro Fernandez, ‘‘El 
Potrillo’’, continues the legacy of ranchera 
music, having sold over 20,000,000 albums 
across the world; 

Whereas Gloria Estefan, a Cuban-American 
singer, songwriter, actress, Grammy award 
winner, and Presidential Medal of Freedom 
recipient, emerged as a pioneering figure in 
Latin pop music during the 1980s and 1990s, 
achieving international acclaim with hits 
such as ‘‘Conga’’ , which fused Latin 
rhythms with contemporary pop sensibili-
ties, and her contributions to the genre 
helped propel Latin music into the main-
stream; 

Whereas Emilio Estefan, a prominent and 
visionary figure in the Latin music industry, 
has made significant contributions to the 
genre as an award-winning songwriter, pro-
ducer, musician, mentor, and entrepreneur, 
and was the first artist to receive the grand 
distinction of Person of the Year during the 
Latin Grammy Awards in 2000; 

Whereas, from establishing the Miami 
Sound Machine to working with renowned 
artists such as Gloria Estefan, Marc An-
thony, Alejandro Fernandez, Jon Secada, 
Ricky Martin, Jennifer Lopez, and Shakira, 
Emilio Estefan’s influence has been instru-
mental in defining Latin crossover and intro-
ducing Latin rhythms and culture to main-
stream audiences worldwide; 

Whereas Selena Quintanilla, known as the 
‘‘Queen of Tejano Music’’, left a profound 
and enduring impact on the United States 
through her distinctive fusion of Tejano 

music with contemporary pop and R&B, cap-
tivating audiences across the United States 
and beyond as a Mexican-American artist, 
and her legacy continues beyond the 1980s 
and 1990s, resonating with fans to this day; 

Whereas bachata, with its blend of Euro-
pean, indigenous Taino, and African ele-
ments, reflects the rich cultural heritage of 
the Dominican Republic; 

Whereas the pioneering work of the band 
Aventura, originating in New York, played a 
significant role in popularizing the genre of 
bachata in the United States, garnering 
widespread popularity and acclaim; 

Whereas Cuban reggaeton and tropical duo 
Gente de Zona, which emerged from the 
streets of the island and is now a world-re-
nowned group, transcended barriers to ignite 
hope for the people of Cuba with their his-
toric Spanish hip-hop song ‘‘Patria y Vida,’’ 
authored by Yotuel and Beatriz Luengo; 

Whereas Maná is considered the most in-
fluential Latino rock band and is one of the 
best-selling Latin music artists in the world, 
with over 25,000,000 records sold worldwide, 
and was the first band ever to be recognized 
as Person of the Year during the Latin 
Grammy Awards; 

Whereas Juan Luis Guerra was the first 
artist ever to receive a Latin Grammy 
Award during the first televised Latin 
Grammy Award ceremony for ‘‘Ni Es Lo 
Mismo Ni Es Igual’’; 

Whereas Latin music has continued to 
evolve and incorporate diverse styles and in-
fluences from various countries and regions, 
and has been popularized by artists like 
Shakira, Maná, Vicente Fernandez, 
Alejandro Fernandez, Juan Gabriel, J Balvin, 
Ozuna, Jennifer Lopez, Pitbull, Karol G, 
Peso Pluma, Pepe Aguilar, and Bad Bunny, 
among many others; 

Whereas Daddy Yankee, a Puerto Rican 
artist, emerged as a pioneer of reggaeton, a 
genre blending Caribbean rhythms with hip- 
hop and reggae influences, and played a piv-
otal role in elevating reggaeton to a global 
phenomenon in the early 2000s, with his 
groundbreaking hits, including ‘‘Gasolina’’ 
and ‘‘Despacito’’, the largest globally 
streamed Spanish song to date; 

Whereas the Latin Grammy Award cere-
mony was the first bilingual primetime pro-
gram to be aired on an English-language tel-
evision network in the United States, and it 
celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2024; 

Whereas the Latin Grammy Foundation is 
a global champion for music education and 
empowers communities through Latin music 
and culture, successfully cultivating the 
next generation of Latin music creators 
through various scholarships, educational 
programs and grants, and educational oppor-
tunities that advance Latin music and its 
heritage; 

Whereas People en Español is one of the 
most trusted voices in Hispanic culture that, 
for almost 30 years, has celebrated Latin 
music and culture, covering in its pages and 
digital space the evolution of Latin music, 
singers, and musicians who have captivated 
a worldwide audience; 

Whereas Leila Cobo is considered one of 
the world’s leading authorities in Latin 
music, as the first journalist based in the 
United States to prominently cover Latin 
music daily, and has been instrumental in 
transforming its coverage and perception in 
the United States; 

Whereas, according to the Recording In-
dustry Association of America, Latin music 
earned a record-breaking $1,400,000,000 in 
2023, following all-time high revenues in 2022; 

Whereas Latin music artists have signifi-
cantly contributed to cross-cultural ex-
changes, civic participation, political move-
ments, and philanthropy, utilizing their in-

fluential platforms to advocate for social 
causes and engage with diverse communities; 

Whereas the Hispanic population in the 
United States has grown significantly, ac-
counting for approximately 19 percent of the 
total population as of the 2020 Census, and 
continues to contribute to the rich cultural 
tapestry of the United States; 

Whereas continued influence and cultural 
exchange between the United States and the 
Spanish-speaking world, including Mexico, 
El Salvador, the Dominican Republic, Co-
lombia, Guatemala, Venezuela, Honduras, 
Argentina, Peru, Brazil, and Spain, con-
tinues to elevate the cultural importance of 
Latin music in the United States; and 

Whereas Latino culture, including its vi-
brant music traditions, is celebrated and 
honored at events such as Hispanic Heritage 
Month celebrations, Latin music festivals, 
and other cultural gatherings throughout 
the United States, showcasing the enduring 
influence and significance of Latin music 
and heritage in the society of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2024 as ‘‘Latin Music 

Appreciation Month’’; and 
(2) recognizes— 
(A) the importance of music produced, 

written, and performed by Hispanic and 
Latino Americans to the musical heritage of 
the United States; 

(B) the Hispanic and Latino musical art-
ists, composers, songwriters, and musicians 
whose contributions to music are underrec-
ognized; 

(C) the achievements, talent, and hard 
work of Hispanic and Latino pioneer artists, 
and the obstacles that those artists over-
came to gain recognition; 

(D) the importance of celebrating and up-
lifting music made by Hispanic and Latino 
artists to understand the contributions that 
Hispanic and Latino artists have made to the 
fabric of history and art in the United 
States; and 

(E) National Hispanic Heritage Month and 
Latin Music Appreciation Month as an im-
portant time to— 

(i) celebrate the impact of Latin music on 
the musical heritage of the United States; 
and 

(ii) encourage greater awareness of the cul-
tural importance and history of Latin music 
so that Latino and Hispanic history and cul-
ture can be preserved. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 703—DESIG-
NATING A DAY IN MAY 2024, AS 
‘‘DISABILITY REPRODUCTIVE EQ-
UITY DAY’’ 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
MARKEY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. CASEY, and Mr. BOOKER) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 703 

Whereas, in the United States, there are 
approximately 1 in 4 adults with disabilities, 
1 in 10 people with disabilities who are able 
to become pregnant, and approximately 
4,100,000 parents with disabilities; 

Whereas this country has witnessed a long 
history of reproductive coercion impacting 
people with disabilities, including through 
the discriminatory Supreme Court decision 
Buck v. Bell, 274 U.S. 200 (1927), which upheld 
State laws authorizing involuntary steriliza-
tion of people with disabilities and which has 
never been overturned; 
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Whereas 31 States and Washington, D.C. 

currently have laws explicitly allowing the 
forced sterilization of people with disabil-
ities; 

Whereas people with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities living in congregate 
care facilities are at an increased risk of 
physical and sexual abuse, and the majority 
of these abuses go unreported; 

Whereas women with disabilities are al-
most twice as likely as women without dis-
abilities to experience sexual violence in 
their lifetime; 

Whereas people with disabilities face 
unique barriers when accessing reproductive 
health care and exercising their reproductive 
and sexual health, autonomy, and freedom, 
including— 

(1) harmful stereotypes about, and atti-
tudes towards, people with disabilities; 

(2) legal barriers and lack of consent due to 
guardianship; 

(3) financial barriers; 
(4) language and communication barriers; 
(5) delays in receiving preventative serv-

ices; 
(6) a lack of accessible health care facili-

ties, medical diagnostic equipment, and 
travel; and 

(7) a lack of health care providers with 
training on, and knowledge of, the needs of 
people with disabilities receiving reproduc-
tive health care; 

Whereas people with and without disabil-
ities want children at the same frequency, 
but people with disabilities are less likely to 
receive contraception counseling and timely 
prenatal care, experience a higher rate of 
sterilization, and are at a greater risk for ad-
verse pregnancy outcomes; 

Whereas an ongoing legacy of reproductive 
oppression of people with disabilities, espe-
cially women with disabilities, people of 
color with disabilities, people with disabil-
ities with low incomes, and LGBTQI+ people 
with disabilities, has deprived many of their 
reproductive autonomy; 

Whereas nearly 2 years after the Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 
(1973) in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization, 142 S. Ct. 2228 (2022), nearly 
3,000,000 reproductive-aged women with dis-
abilities live in States that have, or are like-
ly to have, abortion bans; 

Whereas State laws and court decisions in 
at least 21 States have restricted access to 
reproductive health care, including abortion 
care, disproportionally harming people who 
already face barriers to reproductive health 
care, including people with disabilities; 

Whereas section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), titles II and III of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.; 42 U.S.C. 12181 et 
seq.), and section 1557 of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18116) 
prohibit discrimination against people with 
disabilities and provide them with the right 
to equitably access and receive health care; 
and 

Whereas all people, including people with 
disabilities, have the right to decide if, when, 
and how to start and raise a family: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates a day in May 2024, as ‘‘Dis-

ability Reproductive Equity Day’’ to support 
and bring awareness to the right of people 
with disabilities to reproductive and sexual 
health, autonomy, and freedom; 

(2) pledges to advance the right of people 
with disabilities to reproductive and sexual 
health, autonomy, and freedom; and 

(3) calls on the President to continue to 
fulfill the promise of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990, and the Patient Protection and Af-

fordable Care Act to support, bolster, and 
protect the right of people with disabilities 
to reproductive and sexual health, auton-
omy, and freedom. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 704—RECOG-
NIZING THE STRATEGIC IMPOR-
TANCE OF KENYA TO THE 
UNITED STATES AND CELE-
BRATING THE 60-YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF UNITED STATES-KENYA 
RELATIONS 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. SCOTT 
of South Carolina, Mr. COONS, and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 704 

Whereas the United States and Kenya es-
tablished diplomatic relations on May 23, 
1964, after Kenya gained independence in 
1963, and have since developed a strong and 
enduring bilateral partnership; 

Whereas bilateral engagement between the 
United States and Kenya expanded after 
Kenya’s historic 2002 general elections, when 
a coalition of opposition parties won a ma-
jority in both the presidential and par-
liamentary elections, ending decades of 
dominance by the Kenyan African National 
Union; 

Whereas Kenya took steps to bolster its 
democratic institutions in 2010, in the wake 
of the devastating post-election violence fol-
lowing the presidential election held on De-
cember 27, 2007, by adopting a transformative 
new constitution with a bill of rights and 
new checks and balances, including a more 
deliberate separation of government powers 
and the devolution of certain authorities to 
new county governments; 

Whereas Kenya has become one of Sub-Sa-
haran Africa’s largest economies, a regional 
hub for transportation and finance, and a 
cornerstone of stability and prosperity in 
East Africa; 

Whereas, in August 2018, the United States 
and Kenya formally elevated their relation-
ship to a strategic partnership and estab-
lished a corresponding bilateral strategic 
dialogue, prioritizing 5 pillars of engage-
ment, including— 

(1) economic prosperity, trade, and invest-
ment; 

(2) defense cooperation; 
(3) democracy, governance, and civilian se-

curity; 
(4) multilateral and regional issues; and 
(5) public health cooperation; 
Whereas the United States is a major trad-

ing partner with Kenya, which is a leading 
beneficiary of preferential trade benefits 
under the African Growth and Opportunities 
Act (19 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.) and a participant 
in the Prosper Africa initiative; 

Whereas the United States and Kenya en-
tered bilateral negotiations on a future free 
trade agreement on July 8, 2020; 

Whereas, on July 14, 2022, the United 
States and Kenya launched Strategic Trade 
and Investment Partnership negotiations to 
increase bilateral trade and investment co-
operation; 

Whereas Kenya’s dynamic and growing 
market-based economy offers increased eco-
nomic opportunities for public and private 
partnerships that advance United States 
strategic and economic interests; 

Whereas Kenya is at the forefront of im-
proving environmental resilience and is a 
top tourism destination known for its bio-
diversity and conservation efforts; 

Whereas, on September 25, 2023, the United 
States and Kenya signed a 5-year framework 

for defense cooperation to guide mutual de-
fense cooperation, enhance interoperability, 
and advance shared security interests; 

Whereas military-to-military ties between 
the United States and Kenya have deepened 
through coordinating and participating in bi-
lateral and multilateral military exercises 
and Kenya hosting United States forces at 
Manda Bay; 

Whereas the United States and Kenya have 
worked together to address shared security 
and counterterrorism concerns in Kenya and 
the broader region, including in Somalia, 
where Kenya has contributed forces for over 
a decade— 

(1) to counter Al-Shabaab; and 
(2) to support Somalia through the African 

Union mission; 
Whereas Kenya is a key strategic partner 

in responding to Iranian-backed Houthi at-
tacks against vessels in the Red Sea through 
its participation in Operation Prosperity 
Guardian; 

Whereas in 2011, Kenya re-established the 
Kenya National Commission on Human 
Rights as an autonomous institution to mon-
itor government compliance with inter-
nationally recognized human rights and in-
vestigate alleged human rights violations; 

Whereas Kenya has a flourishing civil soci-
ety that is supported through constitutional 
guarantees and a new, more predictable reg-
ulatory environment under the Public Bene-
fits Organization Act 2013, which came into 
effect on May 14, 2024; 

Whereas Kenya plays a critical role in sup-
porting regional cooperation and integration 
as a key member of the East African Com-
munity; 

Whereas Kenya has volunteered to mediate 
multiple regional conflicts; 

Whereas Kenya has been a leading African 
voice in multilateral forums, including dur-
ing its 2021–2022 term on the United Nations 
Security Council, against Russia’s illegal in-
vasion of Ukraine, reaffirming its respect for 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and standing 
in defense of multilateralism; 

Whereas the United States and Kenya have 
a long history of partnering to address crit-
ical public health crises, including through 
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (commonly known as ‘‘PEPFAR’’); 

Whereas the United States and Kenya have 
developed strong people-to-people ties as the 
foundation for deeper cooperation, as evi-
denced by— 

(1) more than 200 Kenyans participating in 
United States Government-sponsored ex-
change programs each year; and 

(2) an average of more than 250,000 Ameri-
cans visiting Kenya annually; and 

Whereas the diverse Kenyan American 
community has made critical contributions 
to the culture and economy of the United 
States and forms one of the strongest bonds 
linking our countries together: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates 60 years of diplomatic rela-

tions between the United States and Kenya; 
(2) reaffirms the strong partnership be-

tween the United States and Kenya, which is 
rooted in a shared commitment to upholding 
peace, security, and prosperity; 

(3) recognizes Kenya’s role in regional se-
curity, including maritime security, and its 
efforts to foster stability in the Horn and 
East Africa; 

(4) calls for continued cooperation between 
the United States and Kenya in promoting, 
strengthening, and defending shared demo-
cratic values and respect for human rights; 

(5) encourages the United States and 
Kenya to continue to expand trade and eco-
nomic cooperation; 

(6) encourages Kenya’s efforts to improve 
its business environment, domestic economic 
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