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Strengthening Families Act (Public Law 113– 
183; 128 Stat. 1919) provided new investments 
and services to improve the outcomes of 
children in the foster care system; 

Whereas May 2024 is an appropriate month 
to designate as ‘‘National Foster Care 
Month’’ to provide an opportunity to ac-
knowledge the child welfare workforce, fos-
ter parents, the advocacy community, and 
mentors for their dedication, accomplish-
ments, and the positive impact they have on 
the lives of children; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of May 2024 as 

‘‘National Foster Care Month’’; 
(2) recognizes National Foster Care Month 

as an opportunity to raise awareness about 
the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter care system; 

(3) encourages Congress to implement poli-
cies to improve the lives of children in the 
foster care system; 

(4) acknowledges the unique needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system; 

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the 
United States for their ongoing tenacity, 
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges; 

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of 
the foster care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain 
in care; 

(7) honors the commitment and dedication 
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in 
the foster care system; 

(8) supports the designation of May 31, 2024, 
as ‘‘National Foster Parent Appreciation 
Day’’; 

(9) recognizes National Foster Parent Ap-
preciation Day as an opportunity to recog-
nize the efforts of foster parents to provide 
safe and loving care for children in need and 
to raise awareness about the increasing need 
for foster parents to serve in their commu-
nities; and 

(10) reaffirms the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all children in 
the foster care system through initiatives 
designed to— 

(A) support vulnerable families; 
(B) prevent families from entering the fos-

ter care system and reunite families in cases 
where reunification is in the best interest of 
the child; 

(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-
fication is not in the best interests of the 
child; 

(D) adequately serve those children 
brought into the foster care system; and 

(E) facilitate the successful transition into 
adulthood for youth that ‘‘age out’’ of the 
foster care system. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 707—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH AS A TIME TO CELE-
BRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
JEWISH AMERICANS TO THE SO-
CIETY AND CULTURE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. FETTERMAN, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. RISCH, 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. KELLY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. OSSOFF, and Mr. REED) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 707 

Whereas the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives have recognized many heritage 
months that celebrate the various commu-
nities that form the mosaic of the United 
States; 

Whereas, through recognizing and cele-
brating heritage months, we learn about one 
another, honor the richness of the diversity 
of the United States, and strengthen the fab-
ric of society in the United States; 

Whereas Jewish American Heritage Month 
has its origins in 1980, when Congress en-
acted a joint resolution entitled ‘‘Joint Res-
olution to authorize and request the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation designating 
April 21 through April 28, 1980, as ‘Jewish 
Heritage Week’ ’’, approved April 24, 1980 
(Public Law 96–237; 94 Stat. 338); 

Whereas, on April 24, 1980, President Carter 
issued the proclamation for Jewish Heritage 
Week, and in that proclamation, President 
Carter spoke about the bountiful contribu-
tions made by the Jewish people to the cul-
ture and history of the United States; 

Whereas Congress has played a central role 
in recognizing Jewish American Heritage 
Month since the Senate and the House of 
Representatives passed resolutions in 2006 
and 2005, respectively, urging the President 
to proclaim the national observation of a 
month recognizing the Jewish-American 
community; 

Whereas, since 2006, Presidents Bush, 
Obama, Trump, and Biden have all issued 
proclamations for Jewish American Heritage 
Month, which celebrates Jewish Americans 
and encourages all people of the United 
States to learn more about Jewish heritage 
and the contributions of Jewish people 
throughout the history of the United States; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
celebrate the rich history of Jewish people in 
the United States and the more than 350-year 
history of Jewish contributions to society in 
the United States; 

Whereas the United States has long served 
as a haven for Jewish people escaping from 
oppression in search of liberty, justice, and 
tolerance; 

Whereas the Jewish-American community 
dates back to 1654, when a group of 23 Jewish 
people, fleeing persecution at the hands of 
the Portuguese Inquisition, fled Brazil and 
found refuge in what is now New York City; 

Whereas Jewish Americans have estab-
lished deep roots in communities across the 
United States and served their neighbors and 
the United States as loyal and patriotic citi-
zens, always grateful for the safe harbor that 
the United States has provided for them; 

Whereas the Jewish-American community 
has since grown to over 6,000,000 people, rep-
resenting approximately 2 percent of the 
population of the United States in 2024; 

Whereas Jewish Americans have served in 
government and the military, won Nobel 
prizes, led universities and corporations, ad-
vanced medicine and philanthropy, created 
and performed in enduring works of per-
forming and visual art, written great novels, 
become emblems of justice as members of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
so much more; 

Whereas Jewish Americans have been sub-
jected to a recent surge in antisemitism as 
the Anti-Defamation League has docu-
mented; 

Whereas the rise in antisemitism is being 
felt by ordinary people in the United States, 
as the American Jewish Committee’s State 
of Antisemitism in America 2023 Report re-
vealed that— 

(1) almost 2⁄3 of American Jews feel less se-
cure in the United States than they did a 
year ago, which is more than a 20 percentage 
point increase in just 1 year; and 

(2) nearly 1⁄2 of American Jews say they al-
tered their behavior out of fear of anti-
semitism; 

Whereas, over the course of the past dec-
ade, Holocaust distortion and denial have 
grown in intensity; 

Whereas a 2020 survey of all 50 States on 
Holocaust knowledge among millennials and 
individuals in generation Z, conducted by 
the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany, found a clear lack of 
awareness of key historical facts, including 
that— 

(1) 63 percent of respondents did not know 
that 6,000,000 Jews were murdered during the 
Holocaust; and 

(2) 36 percent of respondents thought that 
‘‘2 million or fewer Jews’’ were killed; 

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has aggregated 2022 hate crime data 
showing that Jewish people remain the sin-
gle most targeted religious minority in the 
United States; 

Whereas the use of antisemitic language, 
conspiracy theories, and hatred has in-
creased on multiple social media platforms, 
including— 

(1) tropes about Jewish control; and 
(2) messages praising Adolf Hitler and de-

monizing all Jewish people; 
Whereas antisemitism had been increasing 

before October 7, 2023, and since October 7, 
2023, it has dramatically escalated around 
the country, in particular at institutions of 
higher education; 

Whereas the most effective ways to 
counter the increase in antisemitic actions 
are through education, awareness, and the 
uplifting of Jewish voices, while highlighting 
the contributions that Jewish Americans 
have made to the United States; and 

Whereas, as the strength of a society can 
be measured by how that society protects its 
minority populations and celebrates their 
contributions, it is altogether fitting for the 
United States to once again mark the month 
of May as ‘‘Jewish American Heritage 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significance of Jewish 

American Heritage Month as a time to cele-
brate the contributions of Jewish Americans 
to the society and culture of the United 
States; 

(2) recognizes that Jewish-American cul-
ture and heritage strengthen and enrich the 
diversity of the United States; and 

(3) calls on elected officials, faith leaders, 
and civil society leaders to condemn and 
combat any and all acts of antisemitism. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 708—COM-
MEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE DESIGNATION 
OF THE GILA WILDERNESS 

Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
LUJÁN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 708 

Whereas on June 3, 1924, the Forest Service 
set aside 755,000 acres as the Gila Wilderness; 

Whereas this was the first designated wil-
derness in the United States and the world; 

Whereas this designation marked the be-
ginning of a national system of wilderness 
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areas and helped inspire the Wilderness Act 
of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.); 

Whereas Aldo Leopold, a Forest Service 
employee in New Mexico, worked to initiate 
a Federal wilderness concept in the 
backcountry of what is now the Gila Na-
tional Forest; 

Whereas Arthur Carhart, a Forest Service 
employee, argued that wilderness recreation 
would help to develop individual and na-
tional character; 

Whereas the Apache and Mimbres people 
have been stewards of this land from time 
immemorial; and 

Whereas, 100 years later, the character of 
the Gila Wilderness remains without perma-
nent human-built structures, protected and 
managed to preserve this condition, and the 
wilderness remains a place unrestrained by 
human development: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Congress commemorates the 
100th anniversary of the designation of the 
Gila Wilderness. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 709—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MAY 2024 AS 
‘‘MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. LUJÁN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 709 

Whereas millions of people in the United 
States face mental health challenges and 
have unmet mental health needs; 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, mental health 
disorders are chronic conditions, and, with-
out proper diagnosis and treatment, children 
can face problems at home and in school, 
which can interfere with the future develop-
ment of those children; 

Whereas more resources should be dedi-
cated in schools to the prevention, early de-
tection, and treatment of mental health dis-
orders in children; 

Whereas childhood depression is more like-
ly to persist into adulthood if it is left un-
treated; 

Whereas it is important that the United 
States provides the necessary funding and 
resources to reach children and youth early 
on in life; 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic acceler-
ated the use of digital technologies, such as 
social media; 

Whereas there has been a great concern 
about the impact of social media on the men-
tal health of children and youth; 

Whereas social media exposes children to 
bullying, depression, anxiety, and self-harm; 

Whereas there is a strong need to further 
understand and deter any negative impact of 
social media on children and youth; 

Whereas disparities remain in access to 
mental health treatment for communities of 
color, with Asian, Native American, His-
panic, and Black individuals less likely to 
receive mental health care than their coun-
terparts; 

Whereas suicide is a significant public 
health issue that can have an enduring im-
pact on individuals and their communities; 

Whereas additional resources should be 
dedicated to the prevention of suicide in the 
United States; 

Whereas veterans are more likely to expe-
rience mental health challenges than civil-
ians; 

Whereas it is important that the United 
States provides additional funding and re-
sources to support veterans with mental 
health needs; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe 
May 2024 as ‘‘Mental Health Awareness 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of May 2024 as 

‘‘Mental Health Awareness Month’’ to re-
move the stigma associated with mental ill-
ness and place emphasis on scientific find-
ings regarding mental health recovery; 

(2) declares mental health a national pri-
ority; 

(3) supports increasing access to mental 
health services; 

(4) recognizes that mental well-being is 
equally as important as physical well-being 
for the citizens, communities, schools, busi-
nesses, and economy of the United States; 

(5) applauds the coalescing of national, 
State, local, medical, and faith-based organi-
zations in— 

(A) working to promote public awareness 
of mental health; and 

(B) providing critical information and sup-
port to individuals and families affected by 
mental illness; and 

(6) encourages all individuals to draw on 
‘‘Mental Health Awareness Month’’ as an op-
portunity to promote mental well-being and 
awareness, ensure access to appropriate cov-
erage and services, and support overall qual-
ity of life for those living with mental ill-
ness. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 710—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
MAY 29, 2024, AS ‘‘MENTAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS IN AGRI-
CULTURE DAY’’ TO RAISE 
AWARENESS AROUND MENTAL 
HEALTH IN THE AGRICULTURAL 
INDUSTRY AND WORKFORCE AND 
TO CONTINUE TO REDUCE STIG-
MA ASSOCIATED WITH MENTAL 
ILLNESS 

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 710 

Whereas, according to the 2022 Census of 
Agriculture of the Department of Agri-
culture, 3,370,000 producers, less than 2 per-
cent of the population of the United States, 
provide high-quality food, fuel, and fiber to 
the United States and abroad; 

Whereas, according to the Economic Pol-
icy Institute, there are approximately 
1,600,000 farmworkers in the United States; 

Whereas, according to the National Rural 
Health Association, the rate of suicide 
among farmers is 3.5 times greater than 
among the general population; 

Whereas, according to the Mortality- 
Linked National Health Interview Survey, 
suicide rates among farmworkers are 1.4 
times higher than rates across all other oc-
cupations; 

Whereas May is ‘‘National Mental Health 
Awareness Month’’; and 

Whereas the stigma surrounding mental 
and behavioral health persists and acknowl-
edging this public health crisis and creating 
awareness is as important as ever: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 29, 2024, as ‘‘Mental 

Health Awareness in Agriculture Day’’ to 
raise awareness around mental health in the 
agricultural industry and reduce the stigma 
associated with mental illness; 

(2) recognizes the important role of indi-
viduals in agriculture as providers of high- 
quality products to the United States and 
the world; 

(3) seeks to create awareness for the 
unique challenges agricultural producers and 
workers face, such as weather unpredict-
ability, labor intensity and shortages, farm 
succession, and fluctuating commodity and 
market prices; 

(4) highlights the resources available 
through the Farm and Ranch Stress Assist-
ance Network (FRSAN) of the Department of 
Agriculture in connecting agricultural pro-
ducers and workers to stress assistance pro-
grams; and 

(5) encourages all to observe Mental Health 
Awareness in Agriculture Day as an oppor-
tunity to promote mental well-being and 
awareness for current and future agricul-
tural producers and workers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 711—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2024 AS ‘‘AMERICAN 
STROKE MONTH’’ 
Mr. LUJÁN (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. RUBIO) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 711 
Whereas quick identification and treat-

ment for stroke results in a higher chance of 
survival and reduces recovery time for indi-
viduals experiencing a stroke; 

Whereas treatment depends on the type of 
stroke someone is having, which must be di-
agnosed by a healthcare professional; 

Whereas, when dealing with a time-sen-
sitive medical emergency like a stroke, the 
right care, at the right time, at the right fa-
cility, is of the utmost importance; 

Whereas a system of care allows for sci-
entifically proven measures to be applied to 
every patient, every time; 

Whereas, every 40 seconds, someone in the 
United States has a stroke; 

Whereas stroke is a leading cause of seri-
ous long-term disability and the fifth-lead-
ing cause of death in the United States, 
causing more than 160,000 deaths each year; 

Whereas nearly 1⁄2 of adults in the United 
States have high blood pressure, which is a 
leading cause and controllable risk factor for 
stroke; 

Whereas the ‘‘F.A.S.T.’’ warning signs and 
symptoms of stroke include face drooping, 
arm weakness, speech difficulty, and time to 
call 911; 

Whereas, during American Stroke Month 
in May, and year-round, the ‘‘Together to 
End Stroke’’ initiative of the American 
Stroke Association strives to teach people 
everywhere that stroke is largely prevent-
able, treatable, and beatable; and 

Whereas more research and education is 
needed to help prevent and treat stroke: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2024 as ‘‘American 

Stroke Month’’; 
(2) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-

ment of the Government and people of the 
United States to fighting stroke— 

(A) by promoting awareness about the 
causes, risks, and prevention of stroke; 

(B) by supporting research on stroke; and 
(C) by improving access to affordable, qual-

ity care to reduce long-term disability and 
mortality; 

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories, and possessions of the United States, 
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of 
the United States who support American 
Stroke Month; and 

(4) encourages all individual in the United 
States to familiarize themselves with the 
risk factors associated with stroke, recog-
nize the warning signs and symptoms, and on 
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