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first sign of a stroke, dial 911 immediately in
order to begin to reduce the devastating ef-
fects of stroke on the population of the
United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 712—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2024 AS “OLDER
AMERICANS MONTH”

Mr. KELLY (for himself, Mr. BRAUN,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. RUBIO, and
Mr. VANCE) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 712

Whereas President John F. Kennedy first
designated May as ‘‘Senior Citizens Month”’
in 1963;

Whereas, in 1963, only approximately
17,778,000 individuals living in the United
States were 65 years of age or older, approxi-
mately ¥ of those individuals lived in pov-
erty, and few programs existed to meet the
needs of older individuals in the United
States;

Whereas, in 2023, there were more than
59,248,361 individuals who were 65 years of
age or older living in the United States and
those individuals accounted for 17.7 percent
of the total population of the United States;

Whereas approximately 11,216 individuals
in the United States turn 65 years of age
each day;

Whereas, in 2023, more than 8,402,856 vet-
erans of the Armed Forces were 65 years of
age or older;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States rely on Federal programs, such as
programs under the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including the Medicare
program under title XVIII of that Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) and the Medicaid program
under title XIX of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.), for financial security and high-quality
affordable health care;

Whereas the Older Americans Act of 1965
(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) provides—

(1) supportive services to help older indi-
viduals in the United States maintain max-
imum independence in the homes and com-
munities of those individuals; and

(2) funding for programs that promote so-
cial connection and improve the health and
wellbeing of older individuals, including nu-
trition services, transportation, and care
management, which assist more than
10,000,000 older individuals in the United
States each year;

Whereas, as local aging network leaders,
Area Agencies on Aging are critical partners
in the healthy aging continuum;

Whereas, in 2023, an estimated 6,774,000 in-
dividuals in the United States who were 65
years of age or older continued to work as
full-time, year-round employees;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States play an important role in society by
continuing to contribute their experience,
knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States play vital roles in their communities
and remain involved in volunteer work, the
arts, cultural activities, and activities relat-
ing to mentorship and civic engagement;

Whereas more than 143,000 older individ-
uals serve as AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers
in the Foster Grandparent Program, Senior
Companion Program, and the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program, helping commu-
nities by mentoring and tutoring children,
providing independent living support and
companionship to other older adults, ad-
dressing food insecurity, and more; and
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Whereas a society that recognizes the suc-
cess of older individuals and continues to en-
hance the access of older individuals to qual-
ity and affordable health care will—

(1) encourage the ongoing participation
and heightened independence of older indi-
viduals; and

(2) ensure the continued safety and well-
being of older individuals: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2024 as ‘‘Older Ameri-
cans Month”’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to provide opportunities for older in-
dividuals to continue to flourish by—

(A) emphasizing the importance and lead-
ership of older individuals through public
recognition of the ongoing achievements of
older individuals;

(B) presenting opportunities for older indi-
viduals to share their wisdom, experience,
and skills with younger generations; and

(C) recognizing older individuals as valu-
able assets in strengthening communities
across the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 713—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2024 AS “ALS
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. BRAUN,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. COTTON) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 713

Whereas amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘““‘ALS”) is a
progressive neurodegenerative disease that
affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal
cord;

Whereas the life expectancy for an indi-
vidual with ALS is between 2 and 5 years
after the date on which the individual re-
ceives an ALS diagnosis;

Whereas ALS occurs throughout the world
with no racial, ethnic, gender, or socio-
economic boundaries;

Whereas ALS may affect any individual in
any location;

Whereas the cause of ALS is unknown in
up to 90 percent of cases;

Whereas approximately 10 percent of ALS
cases have a strong known genetic driver;

Whereas, on average, the period between
the date on which an individual first experi-
ences symptoms of ALS and the date on
which the individual is diagnosed with ALS
is more than 1 year;

Whereas the onset of ALS often involves
muscle weakness or stiffness, and the pro-
gression of ALS results in the further weak-
ening, wasting, and paralysis of—

(1) the muscles of the limbs and trunk; and

(2) the muscles that control vital func-
tions, such as speech, swallowing, and
breathing;

Whereas ALS can strike individuals of any
age, but it predominantly strikes adults;

Whereas it is estimated that tens of thou-
sands of individuals in the United States
have ALS at any given time;

Whereas, based on studies of the popu-
lation of the United States, more than 5,000
individuals in the United States are diag-
nosed with ALS each year, and approxi-
mately 15 individuals in the United States
are diagnosed with ALS each day;

Whereas every 90 minutes someone dies
from ALS in the United States;

Whereas the majority of individuals with
ALS die of respiratory failure;
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Whereas, in the United States, military
veterans are more likely to be diagnosed
with ALS than individuals with no history of
military service;

Whereas, as of the date of introduction of
this resolution, there is no cure for ALS;

Whereas the spouses, children, and family
members of individuals living with ALS pro-
vide support to those individuals with love,
day-to-day care, and more; and

Whereas an individual with ALS, and the
caregivers of such individual, can be required
to bear significant costs for medical care,
equipment, and home care services for the
individual as the disease progresses: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2024 as ‘‘ALS Awareness
Month’’;

(2) affirms the dedication of the Senate
to—

(A) ensuring individuals with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (referred to in this resolu-
tion as ‘““ALS”) have access to effective
treatments as soon as possible;

(B) identifying risk factors and causes of
ALS to prevent new cases;

(C) empowering individuals with ALS to
engage with the world in the way they want;

(D) acknowledging the physical, emo-
tional, and financial burdens of living with
ALS; and

(E) ensuring all individuals with ALS and
their caregivers receive high quality services
and supports that benefit them; and

(3) commends the dedication of the family
members, friends, organizations, volunteers,
researchers, and caregivers across the United
States who are working to improve the qual-
ity and length of life of ALS patients and de-
velop treatments and cures that reach pa-
tients as soon as possible.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION T714—RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING INDI-
VIDUALS BORN WITH CON-
GENITAL DISABILITIES OR MAL-
FORMATIONS DUE TO THALIDO-
MIDE EXPOSURE

Mr. KENNEDY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. REs. 714

Whereas July 14th, 2024, is ‘‘National Tha-
lidomide Survivor Awareness Day’’;

Whereas thalidomide is a sedative drug
that was widely used in the late 1950s to
treat nausea in pregnant women;

Whereas thalidomide treatment resulted in
irreversible side effects among babies, in-
cluding stillbirths and congenital disabilities
or malformations;

Whereas such congenital disabilities or
malformations include the shortening or ab-
sence of limbs, the malformation of hands
and feet, sensory impairment, facial dis-
figurement, and damage to the brain, inter-
nal organs, and skeletal structure, among
other disabilities;

Whereas an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 chil-
dren worldwide died at birth or were born
with congenital disabilities or malforma-
tions attributable to thalidomide exposure;

Whereas it is estimated that there are at
least 20 survivors of thalidomide exposure in
the State of Louisiana alone;

Whereas thalidomide survivors face unique
hardships requiring many to rely on adapted
vehicles, electronic wheelchairs, and pros-
thetic limbs;

Whereas the reliance on adaptive tech-
nologies imposes great financial burden on
thalidomide survivors;
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Whereas thalidomide survivors are often
unable to maintain full-time employment
due to their impairments;

Whereas the experience of thalidomide vic-
tims has greatly influenced the passage of
modern drug safety laws; and

Whereas thalidomide survivors have not
received recognition or support from the
Federal Government: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and supports individuals
born with congenital disabilities or mal-
formations due to thalidomide exposure; and

(2) urges the recognition of such exposure
in United States history and the long-term
hardships affecting survivors of thalidomide
exposure to this day.

—————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2068. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4361, making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2069. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4361, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 2070. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4361, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

——————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2068. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4361, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for
border security and combatting
fentanyl for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 240, after line 24, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 406. EXCLUDING RETURNING H-2B WORK-
ERS FROM ANNUAL CAP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214(2)(9)(A) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1184(g)(9)(A)) is amended to read as follows:

“(A)(1) Except as provided in clause (ii),
and subject to subparagraphs (B) and (C), an
alien who has already been counted toward
the numerical limitation under paragraph
(1)(B) during 1 of the 3 preceding fiscal years
shall not be counted again toward such limi-
tation during the current fiscal year and
shall be considered a returning worker.

‘“(ii) An alien who has already been count-
ed toward the numerical limitation under
paragraph (1)(B) shall be counted again to-
ward such limitation if such alien—

‘() departs the United States for a period
longer than 1 year;

“(IT) was not counted toward such limita-
tion in any of the 3 most recent fiscal years;
or

‘“(III) violated his or her status during the
authorized period of stay.”.

(b) EBEFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
October 1, 2024.

SA 2069. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4361, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for
border security and combatting
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fentanyl for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Beginning on page 143, strike line 14 and
all that follows through page 145, line 6, and
insert the following:

SEC. 202. CLARIFICATION
BILITY.

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘or who
arrives in the United States (whether or not
at a designated port of arrival and includ-
ing”’ and inserting ‘‘and has arrived in the
United States at a port of entry (including”’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2), by amending subpara-
graph (A) to read as follows:

‘“(A) SAFE THIRD COUNTRY.—Paragraph (1)
shall not apply to an alien if the Attorney
General or the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity determines that—

‘(i) the alien may be removed to a country
(other than the country of the alien’s nation-
ality or, in the case of an alien having no na-
tionality, the country of the alien’s last ha-
bitual residence) in which the alien’s life or
freedom would not be threatened on account
of race, religion, nationality, membership in
a particular social group, or political opin-
ion, and where the alien would have access
to a full and fair procedure for determining
a claim to asylum or equivalent temporary
protection, unless the Attorney General or
the Secretary, on a case-by-case basis, finds
that it is in the public interest for the alien
to receive asylum in the United States; or

‘“(ii) the alien entered, attempted to enter,
or arrived in the United States after
transiting through at least one country out-
side the alien’s country of citizenship, na-
tionality, or last lawful habitual residence
en route to the United States, unless—

‘“(I) the alien demonstrates that he or she
applied for protection from persecution or
torture in at least one country outside the
alien’s country of citizenship, nationality, or
last lawful habitual residence through which
the alien transited en route to the United
States, and the alien received a final judg-
ment denying the alien protection in each
country;

‘“(IT) the alien demonstrates that he or she
was a victim of a severe form of trafficking
in which a commercial sex act was induced
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the
person induced to perform such act was
under the age of 18 years; or in which the
trafficking included the recruitment, har-
boring, transportation, provision, or obtain-
ing of a person for labor or services through
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the
purpose of subjection to involuntary ser-
vitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery,
and was unable to apply for protection from
persecution in each country through which
the alien transited en route to the United
States as a result of such severe form of traf-
ficking; or

‘“(III) the only countries through which the
alien transited en route to the United States
were, at the time of the transit, not parties
to the 1951 United Nations Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Pro-
tocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, or
the United Nations Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘(in
accordance with the rules set forth in this
section), and is eligible to apply for asylum
under subsection (a)”’ before the semicolon
at the end; and
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(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to an alien if the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General deter-
mines that—

‘(i) the alien ordered, incited, assisted, or
otherwise participated in the persecution of
any person on account of race, religion, na-
tionality, membership in a particular social
group, or political opinion;

‘‘(ii) the alien has been convicted of any
felony under Federal, State, tribal, or local
law;

‘‘(iii) the alien has been convicted of any
misdemeanor offense under Federal, State,
tribal, or local law involving—

‘(I) the unlawful possession or use of an
identification document, authentication fea-
ture, or false identification document (as
such terms are defined in the jurisdiction
where the conviction occurred), unless the
alien can establish that the conviction re-
sulted from circumstances showing that—

‘‘(aa) the document or feature was pre-
sented before boarding a common carrier;

‘“‘(bb) the document or feature related to
the alien’s eligibility to enter the United
States;

‘“(cc) the alien used the document or fea-
ture to depart a country wherein the alien
has claimed a fear of persecution; and

‘(dd) the alien claimed a fear of persecu-
tion without delay upon presenting himself
or herself to an immigration officer upon ar-
rival at a United States port of entry;

“(II) the unlawful receipt of a Federal pub-
lic benefit (as defined in section 401(c) of the
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C.
1611(c))), from a Federal entity, or the unlaw-
ful receipt of similar public benefits from a
State, tribal, or local entity; or

““(ITI) possession or trafficking of a con-
trolled substance or controlled substance
paraphernalia, as those phrases are defined
under the law of the jurisdiction where the
conviction occurred, other than a single of-
fense involving possession for one’s own use
of 30 grams or less of marijuana (as mari-
juana is defined under the law of the juris-
diction where the conviction occurred);

‘“(iv) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense arising under paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of
section 274(a), or under section 276;

‘(v) the alien has been convicted of a Fed-
eral, State, tribal, or local crime that the
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland
Security knows, or has reason to believe,
was committed in support, promotion, or
furtherance of the activity of a criminal
street gang (as defined under the law of the
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred or
in section 521(a) of title 18, United States
Code);

‘“(vi) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense for driving while intoxicated or im-
paired, as those terms are defined under the
law of the jurisdiction where the conviction
occurred (including a conviction for driving
while under the influence of or impaired by
alcohol or drugs), without regard to whether
the conviction is classified as a misdemeanor
or felony under Federal, State, tribal, or
local law, in which such intoxicated or im-
paired driving was a cause of serious bodily
injury or death of another person;

‘‘(vii) the alien has been convicted of more
than one offense for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired, as those terms are defined
under the law of the jurisdiction where the
conviction occurred (including a conviction
for driving while under the influence of or
impaired by alcohol or drugs), without re-
gard to whether the conviction is classified
as a misdemeanor or felony under Federal,
State, tribal, or local law;
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