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S. 4521
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator
from Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4521, a bill to amend the
Consumer Financial Protection Act of
2010 to subject the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection to the regular ap-
propriations process, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4524
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4524, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit dis-
crimination against health care enti-
ties that do not participate in abor-
tion, and to strengthen implementa-
tion and enforcement of Federal con-
science laws.
S. 4554
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN),
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. CAR-
PER), the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
COONS), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY), the
Senator from California (Mr. PADILLA),
the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ)
and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) were added as cosponsors of S.
4554, a bill to express support for pro-
tecting access to reproductive health
care after the Dobbs v. Jackson deci-
sion on June 24, 2022.
S.J. RES. 33
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 33, a
joint resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States to prohibit the use of slavery
and involuntary servitude as a punish-
ment for a crime.
S.J. RES. 95
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 95, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘Hazardous
and Solid Waste Management System:
Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals
From Electric Utilities; Legacy CCR
Surface Impoundments’.
S. RES. 540
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 540, a resolution requesting infor-
mation on Azerbaijan’s human rights
practices pursuant to section 502B(c) of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961.
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S. RES. 684

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 684, a resolution supporting
the role of the United States in helping
save the lives of children and pro-
tecting the health of people in low-in-
come countries with vaccines and im-
munization through Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance (‘“‘Gavi’’).

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 738—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 19, 2024,
AS “WORLD SICKLE CELL
AWARENESS DAY” IN ORDER TO
INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
AND GLOBAL COMMUNITY
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AND THE CONTINUED NEED FOR
EMPIRICAL RESEARCH, EARLY
DETECTION SCREENINGS, NOVEL
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS LEAD-
ING TO A CURE, AND PREVENTA-
TIVE CARE PROGRAMS WITH RE-
SPECT TO COMPLICATIONS FROM
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA AND CON-
DITIONS RELATING TO SICKLE
CELL DISEASE

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr.
BrROWN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 738

Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in
this preamble as ‘“SCD”’) is a group of inher-
ited red blood cell disorders, a genetic condi-
tion present at birth, and a major health
problem in the United States and worldwide;

Whereas the 2024 theme of World Sickle
Cell Awareness Day, ‘‘Hope Through
Progress: Advancing Sickle Cell Care Glob-
ally”’, is an immediate call to bring voices
together to improve the health and quality
of life for individuals living with SCD and
their families;

Whereas, in 1972, Dr. Charles Whitten co-
founded the Sickle Cell Disease Association
of America to improve research, education,
and health care for SCD patients and which
is now headquartered in Hanover, Maryland;

Whereas, in 1972, Congress passed the Na-
tional Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act (Pub-
lic Law 92-294; 86 Stat. 136), which, for the
first time, provided authority to establish
education, information, screening, testing,
counseling, research, and treatment pro-
grams for SCD;

Whereas sickle cell trait (referred to in
this preamble as ““SCT”’) is a gene mutation
that causes a single misspelling in the DNA
instructions for hemoglobin, a protein that
aids in carrying oxygen in the blood, and can
result in chronic complications, including
anemia, stroke, infections, organ failure, tis-
sue damage, intense periods of pain referred
to as vaso-occulsive crises, and even pre-
mature death in individuals living with SCD;

Whereas SCT occurs when an individual in-
herits 1 copy of the sickle cell gene from 1
parent, and, although most individuals who
have SCT live normal lives, when both par-
ents have SCT, there is a 25 percent chance
that any of their children will have SCD;
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Whereas there are an estimated 1,000,000 to
3,000,000 individuals with SCT in the United
States, with many unaware of their status;

Whereas an estimated 100,000 individuals
have SCD in the United States, with 1 out of
every 365 African-American births and 1 out
of every 16,300 Hispanic-American births re-
sulting in SCD, and nearly 1 out of 13 Afri-
can-American babies are born with SCT;

Whereas SCD affects millions of individ-
uals throughout the world, especially indi-
viduals of genetic descent from certain coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa, South and Cen-
tral America, the Caribbean, South Asia, the
Middle East, and the Mediterranean basin;

Whereas the variance relating to the prev-
alence of SCT ranges greatly by region and
demography, with overall rates as high as 40
percent in parts of sub-Saharan Africa and
among newborns in parts of India;

Whereas, in many countries that are poor
in resources, 90 percent of children with SCD
do not live to see adulthood;

Whereas approximately 1,000 children in
Africa are born with SCD each day, more
than %2 of whom will die before their fifth
birthday;

Whereas the high prevalence of SCD in the
central and western regions of India results
in approximately 20 percent of babies diag-
nosed with SCD in parts of the western re-
gion dying before the age of 2;

Whereas, in 2006, the World Health Assem-
bly passed a resolution, adopted by the
United Nations in 2009, recognizing SCD as a
public health priority with a call to action
for each country to implement measures to
tackle the disease, and in 2010, the World
Health Assembly passed a resolution relating
to preventing and managing birth defects,
including SCD;

Whereas screening newborns for SCD is a
crucial first step for families to obtain a
timely diagnosis, to obtain comprehensive
care, and to decrease the mortality rate for
children with respect to SCD;

Whereas approved treatments for SCD are
limited, with the Food and Drug Administra-
tion approving only 4 SCD therapies since
2017, but, as of the date of adoption of this
resolution, there are more than 40 SCD
therapies in development;

Whereas there is an immediate need for
lifesaving therapeutics that can improve the
duration and quality of life for individuals
with SCD;

Whereas, in 2020, the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine de-
veloped a comprehensive strategic plan and
blueprint for action to address SCD, which
highlights the need to develop new innova-
tive therapies and to address barriers to the
equitable access of approved treatments;

Whereas, in 2020, the Department of Health
and Human Services, in partnership with the
American Society of Hematology and the
SickleInAfrica Consortium, and in collabora-
tion with the World Health Organization,
hosted a webinar for a joint effort to
strengthen efforts to combat SCD during the
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond;

Whereas the late Kwaku Ohene-Frempong,
M.D., Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics at the
Perelman School of Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, an American Society of
Hematology member who founded and served
as a member of the Global Sickle Cell Dis-
ease Network, was a leader in advancing the
body of knowledge in SCD research, public
health, and medicine and is recognized as
immeasurably benefitting thousands of chil-
dren worldwide;

Whereas there are emerging genetic ther-
apy technologies, including 2 therapies ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Administration
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in December of 2023, that can modify a pa-
tient’s own hematopoietic stem cells to en-
able them to generate healthy red blood cells
to prevent sickle cell crises;

Whereas hematopoietic stem cell trans-
plantation (commonly known as ‘“‘HSCT”) is
currently the only cure for SCD, and while
advancements in treatment for complica-
tions associated with SCD have been made,
more research is needed to find widely avail-
able and accessible treatments and cures to
help individuals with SCD; and

Whereas, although June 19, 2024, has been
designated as ‘“World Sickle Cell Awareness
Day”’ to increase public awareness across the
United States and global community about
SCD, there remains a continued need for em-
pirical research, early detection screenings,
novel effective treatments leading to a cure,
and preventative care programs with respect
to complications from sickle cell anemia and
conditions relating to SCD: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of World
Sickle Cell Awareness Day;

(2) commits to ensuring equitable access to
new sickle cell disease (referred to in this
resolution as ‘“SCD’”’) treatments by shining
the light among all economic, racial, and
ethnic groups to improve health outcomes
for individuals living with SCD;

(3) calls on the Department of Health and
Human Services to create global policy solu-
tions aimed at providing support for the
global community with respect to SCD and,
in partnership with local governments, the
domestic resources needed to provide access
to newborn screening programs, therapeutic
interventions, and support services with re-
spect to SCD;

(4) supports eliminating barriers to equi-
table access to innovative SCD therapies, in-
cluding cell, gene, and gene-editing therapies
in the Medicare and Medicaid systems for
the most vulnerable patients;

(5) encourages the people of the United
States and the world to hold appropriate pro-
grams, events, and activities on World Sick-
le Cell Awareness Day to raise public aware-
ness of SCD traits, preventative-care pro-
grams, treatments, and other patient serv-
ices for those suffering from SCD, complica-
tions from SCD, and conditions relating to
SCD;

(6) encourages the President to form a
Sickle Cell Disease Interagency Group,
which should include the Department of
Health and Human Services, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, the National Institutes
of Health, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services, to work toward policies that
will support equitable and appropriate access
to innovative SCD therapies; and

(7) with respect to the policies described in
paragraph (6), urges the interagency group
described in that paragraph to consider op-
tions that not only address access to poten-
tial future curative treatments for SCD, but
also address the bias that the population
most affected by SCD continues to face with-
in the United States and global healthcare
systems.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 739—CELE-
BRATING THE HISTORIC ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE JUNE 24, 2022,
DECISION OF THE SUPREME
COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
IN DOBBS V. JACKSON WOMEN’S
HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BUDD,
Mr. WICKER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
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MULLIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr.
DAINES, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. HAWLEY, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. LEE, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. MARSHALL)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:
S. REs. 739

Whereas the Declaration of Independence
announces the self-evident truth that ‘‘all
men are created equal’” and ‘‘are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights’’;

Whereas the first of those unalienable
rights is the right to life;

Whereas modern science has illuminated
our understanding of the humanity of unborn
life;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States committed a grave injustice in Roe v.
Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973) (referred to in this
preamble as ‘‘Roe’’), by inventing a constitu-
tional right to abortion, thereby denying a
class of innocent people their right to life;

Whereas more than 63,000,000 unborn lives
were lost to abortion under Roe;

Whereas, on June 24, 2022, the Supreme
Court of the United States, in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization, 142 S. Ct.
2228 (2022) (referred to in this preamble as
““Dobbs’’), corrected the grave injustice com-
mitted in Roe, by holding that ‘‘the Con-
stitution does not confer a right to abor-
tion” and that ‘“‘Roe and Casey must be over-
ruled, and the authority to regulate abortion
must be returned to the people and their
elected representatives’’;

Whereas many States have taken historic
steps to protect unborn life since the ruling
of the Supreme Court of the United States in
Dobbs; and

Whereas many millions of people in the
United States continue to press to protect
unborn life and strengthen support for fami-
lies charged with protecting that life: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates 2 years since the ruling
of the Supreme Court of the United States in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion, 142 S. Ct. 2228 (2022) (referred to in this
resolution as ‘‘Dobbs’’);

(2) celebrates the millions of lives that will
be saved as a result of the ruling in Dobbs;

(3) commits to protecting the unalienable
right to life and guarding unborn lives
against lethal violence;

(4) commits to supporting families, includ-
ing new and expectant mothers and their
children; and

(5) commits to proclaiming the humanity
of the unborn, consistent with the findings of
modern science and the unswerving demands
of justice.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION T40—AC-
KNOWLEDGING AND APOLO-
GIZING FOR THE MISTREATMENT
OF, AND DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST, LESBIAN, GAY, BISEX-
UAL, AND TRANSGENDER INDI-
VIDUALS WHO SERVED THE
UNITED STATES IN THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES, THE FOR-
EIGN SERVICES, AND THE FED-
ERAL CIVIL SERVICE

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. CooONS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. BENNET, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
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BrROWN, and Mr. WARNER) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs:

S. REs. 740

Whereas the Federal Government discrimi-
nated against and terminated hundreds of
thousands of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (referred to in this preamble as
“LGBT”’) individuals who served the United
States in the uniformed services, the Foreign
Service, and the Federal civil service (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘civilian em-
ployees’’) for decades, causing untold harm
to those individuals professionally, finan-
cially, socially, and medically, among other
harms;

Whereas Congress enacted legislation, led
oversight hearings, and issued reports and
public pronouncements against LGBT mili-
tary service members, Foreign Service mem-
bers, and civilian employees;

Whereas the policy that led to the dis-
charge and systematic screening of gay, les-
bian, and bisexual military service members
was codified in a 1949 decree by the newly
consolidated Department of Defense, which
mandated that ‘“‘homosexual personnel, irre-
spective of sex, should not be permitted to
serve in any branch of the Armed Forces in
any capacity and prompt separation of
known homosexuals from the Armed Forces
is mandatory’’;

Whereas the Federal Government main-
tained policies to drive hundreds of thou-
sands of LGBT military service members,
who honorably served the United States in
uniform, including many who were fighting
in wars around the world, from its military
ranks;

Whereas, in 1993, Congress enacted the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1994 (Public Law 103-160; 107 Stat. 1547),
which contained the so-called ‘“‘Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy that prohibited lesbian,
gay, and bisexual military service members
from disclosing their sexual orientation
while they served in the Armed Forces;

Whereas, despite the ‘“‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy, LGBT military service mem-
bers continued to be investigated and dis-
charged solely on the basis of the sexual ori-
entation of those military service members;

Whereas historians have estimated that at
least 100,000 military service members were
forced out of the uniformed services between
World War II and 2011 simply for being
LGBT, while countless others were forced to
hide their identities and live in fear while
serving, with many being denied access to
the benefits granted to honorably discharged
veterans;

Whereas, although the ‘“‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy was intended to allow qualified
citizens to serve in the Armed Forces regard-
less of their sexual orientation, the policy
was inherently discriminatory against LGBT
military service members because it prohib-
ited those service members from disclosing
their sexual orientation;

Whereas, with the enactment of the Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010 (10 U.S.C.
654 note; Public Law 111321), Congress joined
military leaders in acknowledging that les-
bian, gay, and bisexual military service
members serve the United States just as
bravely and well as other military service
members;

Whereas the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal
Act of 2010 (10 U.S.C. 654 note; Public Law
111321) and the 2016 policy shift of the De-
partment of Defense, which permitted
transgender individuals to enlist and openly
serve in the Armed Forces, have made the
Armed Forces stronger and more effective;

Whereas, in 2023, 12 years after the repeal
of the ‘“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”’ policy, the
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