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SENATE RESOLUTION 782—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 4
THROUGH AUGUST 10, 2024, AS
“NATIONAL FARMERS MARKET
WEEK”’

Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Ms.
ERNST, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KING, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. BUT-
LER, and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 782

Whereas farmers markets accounted for
$1,700,000,000 in income for farmers of the
United States in 2020, demonstrating the cru-
cial role of farmers markets in local econo-
mies;

Whereas, according to the Agricultural
Marketing Service of the Department of Ag-
riculture, the number of farmers markets in
the United States rose from 1,755 in 1994 to
8,771 in 2019, an average growth of nearly 7
percent per year;

Whereas farmers markets serve as signifi-
cant educational sites and as bridges be-
tween urban and rural communities, contrib-
uting to a better public understanding of
farming and ranching;

Whereas the adoption of more sustainable
farming practices is closely associated with
farmer-to-consumer interactions facilitated
by farmers markets;

Whereas farmers markets and direct mar-
keting farmers help improve the health and
wellness of low-income people in the United
States who receive Federal nutrition bene-
fits; and

Whereas National Farmers Market Week is
a time to recognize the unique and indispen-
sable role farmers markets play in sup-
porting food access, bolstering local econo-
mies, promoting healthy communities, and
fostering sustainable farming: Now, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of August 4
through August 10, 2024, as ‘‘National Farm-
ers Market Week’’; and

(2) recognizes the vital role that farmers
markets play in bringing communities to-
gether and in supporting the livelihoods of
millions of people in the United States, from
farmers and food producers to consumers.

SENATE RESOLUTION 783—TO COR-
RECT THE ENGROSSMENT OF
THE AMENDMENT OF THE SEN-
ATE TO S. 2073

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 783

Resolved, That in the engrossment of the
amendment of the Senate to S. 2073, an Act
to amend title 31, United States Code, to re-
quire agencies to include a list of outdated
or duplicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for other pur-
poses, the Secretary of the Senate shall
amend the title of the bill so as to read ‘“An
Act to protect the safety and privacy of chil-
dren on the internet.”.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3195. Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
CRUZ) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3196. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3197. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and
Mr. RISCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3198. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 7024, to make improvements
to the child tax credit, to provide tax incen-
tives to promote economic growth, to pro-
vide special rules for the taxation of certain
residents of Taiwan with income from
sources within the United States, to provide
tax relief with respect to certain Federal dis-
asters, to make improvements to the low-in-
come housing tax credit, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3199. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3200. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 7024, to make improvements
to the child tax credit, to provide tax incen-
tives to promote economic growth, to pro-
vide special rules for the taxation of certain
residents of Taiwan with income from
sources within the United States, to provide
tax relief with respect to certain Federal dis-
asters, to make improvements to the low-in-
come housing tax credit, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3201. Ms. COLLINS proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 133, to extend the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project.

SA 3202. Mr. CORNYN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3203. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3204. Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3205. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3206. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3195. Mr. MARKEY (for himself
and Mr. CRUZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle H of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. . AM RADIO FOR EVERY VEHICLE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AM BROADCAST BAND.—The term “AM
broadcast band” means the band of fre-
quencies between 535 kilohertz and 1705 kilo-
hertz, inclusive.

(2) AM BROADCAST STATION.—The term
“AM broadcast station” means a broadcast
station licensed for the dissemination of
radio communications—

(A) intended to be received by the public;
and

(B) operated on a channel in the AM broad-
cast band.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and

(C) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

(4) DEVICE.—The term ‘‘device’” means a
piece of equipment or an apparatus that is
designed—

(A) to receive signals transmitted by a
radio broadcast station (as defined in section
3 of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 153)); and

(B) to play back content or programming
derived from those signals.

(5) DIGITAL AUDIO AM BROADCAST STATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘digital audio
AM broadcast station’ means an AM broad-
cast station that—

(i) is licensed by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission; and

(ii) uses an In-band On-channel system (as
defined in section 73.402 of title 47, Code of
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion)) for broadcasting purposes.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘digital audio
AM broadcast station’” does not include an
all-digital AM station (as defined in section
73.402 of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations
(or a successor regulation)).

(6) MANUFACTURER.—The term ‘‘manufac-
turer” has the meaning given the term in
section 30102(a) of title 49, United States
Code.

(7) PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term
‘“‘passenger motor vehicle’” has the meaning
given the term in section 32101 of title 49,
United States Code.

(8) RECEIVE.—The term ‘‘receive’ means to
receive a broadcast signal via over-the-air
transmission.

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Transportation.

(10) SIGNAL.—The term ‘‘signal” means
radio frequency energy that a holder of a
radio station license granted or authorized
by the Federal Communications Commission
pursuant to sections 301 and 307 of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 301, 307) in-
tentionally emits or causes to be emitted at
a specified frequency for the purpose of
transmitting content or programming to the
public.
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(11) STANDARD EQUIPMENT.—The term
“‘standard equipment’’ means motor vehicle
equipment (as defined in section 30102(a) of
title 49, United States Code) that—

(A) is installed as a system, part, or com-
ponent of a motor vehicle as originally man-
ufactured; and

(B) the manufacturer of the motor vehicle
recommends or authorizes to be included in
the motor vehicle for no additional or sepa-
rate monetary fee, payment, or surcharge,
beyond the base price of a motor vehicle.

(b) AM BROADCAST STATIONS RULE.—

(1) RULE REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Federal
Communications Commission, shall issue a
rule—

(A) requiring devices that can receive sig-
nals and play content transmitted by AM
broadcast stations be installed as standard
equipment in passenger motor vehicles—

(i) manufactured in the United States, im-
ported into the United States, or shipped in
interstate commerce; and

(ii) manufactured after the effective date
of the rule;

(B) requiring access to AM broadcast sta-
tions in a manner that is easily accessible to
a driver after the effective date of the rule;
and

(C) allowing a manufacturer to comply
with that rule by installing devices that can
receive signals and play content transmitted
by digital audio AM broadcast stations as
standard equipment in passenger motor vehi-
cles manufactured in the United States, im-
ported into the United States, or shipped in
interstate commerce after the effective date
of the rule.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), in issuing the rule re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall establish an effective date for the rule
that is not less than 2 years, but not more
than 3 years, after the date on which the rule
is issued.

(B) CERTAIN MANUFACTURERS.—In issuing
the rule required under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall establish an effective date
for the rule that is at least 4 years after the
date on which the rule is issued with respect
to manufacturers that manufactured not
more than 40,000 passenger motor vehicles
for sale in the United States in 2022.

(3) INTERIM REQUIREMENT.—For passenger
motor vehicles manufactured after the date
of enactment of this Act and manufactured
in the United States, imported into the
United States, or shipped in interstate com-
merce between the period of time beginning
on the date of enactment of this Act and
ending on the effective date of the rule
issued under paragraph (1) that do not in-
clude devices that can receive signals and
play content transmitted by AM broadcast
stations, the manufacturer of the passenger
motor vehicles—

(A) shall provide clear and conspicuous la-
beling to inform purchasers of those pas-
senger motor vehicles that the passenger
motor vehicles do not include devices that
can receive signals and play content trans-
mitted by AM broadcast stations; and

(B) may not charge an additional or sepa-
rate monetary fee, payment, or surcharge,
beyond the base price of the passenger motor
vehicles, for access to AM broadcast stations
for the period of time described in this para-
graph.

(4) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—When
the rule issued under paragraph (1) is in ef-
fect, a State or a political subdivision of a
State may not prescribe or continue in effect
a law, regulation, or other requirement ap-
plicable to access to AM broadcast stations
in passenger motor vehicles.
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(5) ENFORCEMENT.—

(A) CIVIL PENALTY.—Any person failing to
comply with the rule issued under paragraph
(1) shall be liable to the United States Gov-
ernment for a civil penalty in accordance
with section 30165(a)(1) of title 49, United
States Code.

(B) CiviL. ACTION.—The Attorney General
may bring a civil action in an appropriate
district court of the United States to enjoin
a violation of the rule issued under para-
graph (1) in accordance with section 30163 of
title 49, United States Code.

(6) REVIEW.—Not less frequently than once
every b years after the date on which the
Secretary issued the rule required by para-
graph (1), the Secretary, in coordination
with the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report that shall in-
clude an assessment of—

(A) the impacts of the rule issued under
that paragraph, including the impacts on
public safety; and

(B) changes to communication tech-
nologies that enable resilient and accessible
alerts to drivers and passengers of passenger
motor vehicles.

SA 3196. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025

SEC. 9001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be

cited as the ‘“‘Department of State Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL

YEAR 2025
Sec. 9001. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 9002. Definitions.

TITLE I—WORKFORCE MATTERS

9101. Commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the Rogers Act; cre-
ation of the Department of
State.

Workforce modernization efforts.

Training float of the Department
of State for Civil and Foreign
Service personnel.

Competitive local compensation
plan.

Language incentive pay for civil
service employees.

Strategy for targeted recruitment
of civil servants.

Electronic medical records.

Options for comprehensive evalua-
tions.

Portability of
censes.

Expanding opportunities for De-
partment-paid student intern-
ship program.

Career intermission program ad-
justment to enhance retention.

Professional counseling services.

Assignment process moderniza-
tion.

Report on modifying consular tour
and first tours requirements.

Sec.

9102.
9103.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9104.

Sec. 9105.

Sec. 9106.

9107.
9108.

Sec.
Sec.
9109.

Sec. professional 1li-

Sec. 9110.

Sec. 9111.

9112.
9113.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9114.
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Sec. 9115. Comprehensive policy on vetting
and transparency.

Efficiency in employee survey cre-
ation and consolidation.

Per diem allowance for newly
hired members of the Foreign
Service.

Termination of residential or
motor vehicle leases and tele-
phone service contracts for
members of the Foreign Serv-
ice.

Needs-based childcare
enrollment period.
Comptroller General report on De-
partment traveler experience.
Quarterly report on global foot-

print.

Report on former Federal employ-
ees advising foreign govern-
ments.

Job share and part-time employ-
ment opportunities.

Expansion of special rules for cer-
tain monthly workers’ com-
pensation payments and other
payments for personnel under
chief of mission authority.

9125. Authority to provide or reimburse

for certain security services.

TITLE II—-ORGANIZATION AND

OPERATIONS

9201. State-of-the-art building
ties.

9202. Presence of chiefs of mission at
diplomatic posts.

9203. Periodic Inspector General
views of chiefs of mission.

9204. Special Envoy for Sudan.

9205. Special Envoy for Belarus.

9206. National Museum of American Di-
plomacy.

9207. Authority to establish Negotia-
tions Support Unit within De-
partment of State.

9208. Restrictions on the use of funds
for solar panels.

9209. Responsiveness to Congressional
Research Service inquiries.

9210. Mission in a box.

9211. Report on United States Consulate
in Chengdu, People’s Republic
of China.

9212. Personnel reporting.

9213. Support co-location with allied
partner nations.

9214. Streamline qualification of con-
struction contract bidders.

TITLE III-INFORMATION SECURITY AND
CYBER DIPLOMACY

Sec. 9301. Supporting Department of State
data analytics.

Sec. 9302. Realigning the Regional
nology Officer Program.

9303. Measures to protect Department
devices from the proliferation
and use of foreign commercial
spyware.

9304. Report on cloud computing in Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs.

9305. Information technology
projects.

9306. Leveraging approved technology
for administrative efficiencies.

9307. Office of the Special Envoy for
Critical and Emerging Tech-
nology.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

9401. Africa broadcasting networks.

9402. United States Agency for Global
Media.

9403. Extension of authorizations to
support United States partici-
pation in international fairs
and expos.

9404. Research and scholar exchange
partnerships.

Sec. 9116.

Sec. 9117.

Sec. 9118.

Sec. 9119. subsidies

Sec. 9120.
Sec. 9121.

Sec. 9122.

Sec. 9123.

Sec. 9124.

Sec.

Sec. facili-
Sec.
Sec. re-
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Tech-

Sec.

Sec.
Sec. pilot
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 9405. Waiver of United States residency
requirement for children of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty employees.
TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY

Sec. 9501. Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act require-
ments.

Congressional notification for Se-
rious Security Incidents.

Notifications regarding security
decisions at diplomatic posts.

Security clearance suspension pay
flexibilities.

Modification to notification re-
quirement for security clear-
ance suspensions and revoca-
tions.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 9601. Personal service agreement au-
thority for the United States
Agency for International Devel-
opment.

9602. Crisis operations
surge staffing.

9603. Education allowance
military leave.

9604. Inclusion in the pet transpor-
tation exception to the Fly
America Act.

TITLE VII-OTHER MATTERS

9701. Authorization of appropriations to
promote United States citizen
employment at the United Na-
tions and international organi-
zations.

Sec. 9502.
Sec. 9503.
Sec. 9504.

Sec. 9505.

Sec. and disaster

Sec. while on

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 9702. Amendment to Rewards for Jus-
tice program.

Sec. 9703. Passport automation moderniza-
tion.

Sec. 9704. Extension of certain payment in
connection with the Inter-
national Space Station.

Sec. 9705. Support for congressional delega-
tions.

Sec. 9706. Electronic communication with
visa applicants.

Sec. 9707. Electronic transmission of visa in-
formation.

Sec. 9708. Inclusion of cost associated with
producing reports.

Sec. 9709. Extensions.

SEC. 9002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of State.
(4) SECRETARY.—The term

means the Secretary of State.

(5) USAID.—The term ‘“USAID” means the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

TITLE I—WORKFORCE MATTERS

SEC. 9101. COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROGERS ACT; CRE-
ATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE.

Congress recognizes and honors those who
have served, or are presently serving, in the
diplomatic corps of the United States, in
commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the
Act entitled, ‘““An Act for the reorganization
and improvement of the Foreign Service of
the United States, and for other purposes’
(43 stat. 140, chapter 182), commonly known
as the ‘“Rogers Act of 1924°, which on May

‘“‘Secretary”’
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24, 1924, established what has come to be
known as the Foreign Service. Today, the
Department of State includes more than
13,000 Foreign Service personnel working
alongside more than 11,000 civil service per-
sonnel and 45,000 locally engaged staff at
more than 270 embassies and consulates.

SEC. 9102. WORKFORCE MODERNIZATION EF-

FORTS.

The Secretary should prioritize efforts to
further modernize the Department, includ-
ing—

(1) making workforce investments, includ-
ing increasing wages for locally employed
staff and providing other non-cash benefits,
and hiring up to 100 new members of the For-
eign Service above projected attrition to re-
duce overseas vacancies and mid-level staff-
ing gaps;

(2) utilizing authorities that allow the De-
partment to acquire or build and open new
embassy compounds quicker and at signifi-
cantly less cost to get diplomats on the front
lines of strategic competition; and

(3) modernizing legacy systems and human
resource processes.

SEC. 9103. TRAINING FLOAT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE FOR CIVIL AND
FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a
strategy to establish and maintain a ‘‘train-
ing float’” by January 1, 2027, to allow for a
minimum of 8 percent and up to 10 percent of
members of the Civil and Foreign Service to
participate in long-term training at any
given time. The strategy shall include—

(1) a proposal to ensure that personnel in
the training float remain dedicated to train-
ing or professional development activities;

(2) recommendations to maintain, and an
assessment of the feasibility of maintaining,
a minimum of 8 percent of personnel in the
float at any given time; and

(3) any additional resources and authori-
ties needed to maintain a training float con-
templated by this section.

(b) MONITORING.—For any established
training float, not later than 120 days after
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
ensure that personnel in such training float
remain dedicated to training or professional
development activities.

SEC. 9104. COMPETITIVE LOCAL COMPENSATION
PLAN.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the effectiveness and stability of United
States foreign missions are linked to the
dedication and expertise of locally employed
staff; and

(2) ensuring competitive compensation
packages benchmarked against the local
market is essential not only to retain valu-
able talent but also to reflect a commitment
to employment practices abroad.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$47,500,000 for fiscal year 2025 to support im-
plementation of a global baseline for pre-
vailing wage rate goal for Local Compensa-
tion Plan positions at the 75th percentile.
SEC. 9105. LANGUAGE INCENTIVE PAY FOR CIVIL

SERVICE EMPLOYEES.

The Secretary and Administrator may pro-
vide special monetary incentives to acquire
or retain proficiency in foreign languages to
civil service employees who serve in domes-
tic positions that require critical language
skills. The amounts of such incentives
should be similar to the language incentive
pay provided to members of the Foreign
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Service under the Foreign Service pursuant

to section 704(b)(3) of the Foreign Service

Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4024(b)(3)).

SEC. 9106. STRATEGY FOR TARGETED RECRUIT-
MENT OF CIVIL SERVANTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a strategy for targeted and
proactive recruitment to fill open civil serv-
ice positions, focusing on recruiting from
schools or organizations, and on platforms
targeting those with relevant expertise re-
lated to such positions.

SEC. 9107. ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Foreign Service personnel at the De-
partment serve with distinction in austere
places and under challenging conditions
around the world with limited healthcare
availability;

(2) the use of paper medical records, which
require Foreign Service personnel to carry
files containing protected health informa-
tion from post to post, limits the avail-
ability of their health information to De-
partment medical personnel during critical
health incidents;

(3) electronic medical records are nec-
essary, particularly as the Department opens
new embassies in the South Pacific, thou-
sands of miles from the nearest Department
medical officer, who may not have access to
up-to-date personnel medical files;

(4) the lack of electronic medical records is
even more important for mental health
records, as the Department only has a small
number of regional medical officer psychia-
trists and relies heavily on telehealth for
most Foreign Service personnel; and

(5) due to the critical need for electronic
medical records, it is imperative that the
Department address the situation quickly
and focus on secure commercially available
or other successful systems utilized by pub-
lic and private sector organizations with a
track record of successfully implementing
large-scale projects of this type.

(b) ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS REQUIRE-
MENT.—Not later than December 31, 2027, the
Secretary shall have fully implemented an
electronic medical records process or system
for all Foreign Service personnel and their
Eligible Family Members that eliminates re-
liance on paper medical records and includes
appropriate safeguards to protect personal
privacy.

(¢) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a report on the progress
made towards meeting the requirement
under subsection (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An updated timeline for implementa-
tion.

(B) An estimated completion date.

(C) The amounts expended to date on the
required electronic medical records system.

(D) The estimated amount needed to com-
plete the system.

(3) TERMINATION OF REQUIREMENT.—The re-
porting requirement under paragraph (1)
shall cease upon notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees that elec-
tronic medical records have been completely



S5594

implemented for all Foreign Service per-

sonnel.

SEC. 9108. OPTIONS FOR COMPREHENSIVE EVAL-
UATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
options for integrating 360-degree reviews in
personnel files for promotion panel consider-
ation.

(b) EVALUATION SYSTEMS.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include—

(1) one or more options to integrate con-
fidential 360-degree reviews, references, or
evaluations by superiors, peers, and subordi-
nates, including consideration of automated
reference requests; and

(2) other modifications or systems the Sec-
retary considers relevant.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall describe, with respect to
each evaluation system included in the re-
port—

(1) any legal constraints or considerations;

(2) the timeline required for implementa-
tion;

(3) any starting and recurring costs in
comparison to current processes;

(4) the likely or potential implications for
promotion decisions and trends; and

(5) the impact on meeting the personnel
needs of the Foreign Service.

SEC. 9109. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081 et seq.) is
amended by adding after section 908 (22
U.S.C. 4088) the following new section:

“SEC. 909. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a
member of the Foreign Service or the spouse
of a member of the Foreign Service has a
covered United States license and such mem-
ber of the Foreign Service or spouse relo-
cates his or her residency because of an as-
signment or detail to a location that is not
in the jurisdiction of the licensing authority
that issued the covered license, such covered
license shall be considered valid at a similar
scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied for in the jurisdiction of such new resi-
dency for the duration of such an assignment
or detail if such member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse—

‘(1) provides a copy of the member’s notifi-
cation of assignment to the licensing author-
ity in the jurisdiction in which the new resi-
dency is located;

“(2) remains in good standing with—

‘““(A) the licensing authority that issued
the covered license; and

‘“(B) every other licensing authority that
has issued to the member of the Foreign
Service or spouse a license valid at a similar
scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied in the jurisdiction of such licensing au-
thority; and

‘“(3) submits to the authority of the licens-
ing authority in the new jurisdiction for the
purposes of standards of practice, discipline,
and fulfillment of any continuing education
requirements.

“(b) INTERSTATE LICENSURE COMPACTS.—If
a member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service is licensed
and able to operate in multiple jurisdictions
through an interstate licensure compact,
with respect to services provided in the juris-
diction of the interstate licensure compact
by a licensee covered by such compact, the
member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service shall be
subject to the requirements of the compact
or the applicable provisions of law of the ap-
plicable State and not this section.
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‘“(c) COVERED LICENSE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘covered license’ means a
professional license or certificate—

‘(1) that is in good standing with the li-
censing authority that issued such profes-
sional license or certificate;

‘“(2) that the member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse of a member of the Foreign
Service has actively used during the two
years immediately preceding the relocation
described in subsection (a); and

‘“(3) that is not a license to practice law.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2 of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 908 the following
new item:

“Sec. 909. Portability
censes.”’.
SEC. 9110. EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DE-
PARTMENT-PAID STUDENT INTERN-

SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 9201 of the De-
partment of State Authorization Act of 2022
(22 U.S. 2737) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
have graduated from such an institution
within the six months preceding application
to the Program’ after ‘‘paragraph (1)’;

(2) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘and
gives preference to individuals who have not
previously completed internships within the
Department of State and the United States
Agency for International Development’
after ‘‘career in foreign affairs’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following sub-
sections:

“(k) WORK HOURS FLEXIBILITY.—Students
participating in the Program may work
fewer than 40 hours per week and a minimum
of 24 hours per week to accommodate their
academic schedules, provided that the total
duration of the internship remains con-
sistent with program requirements.

‘(1) MENTORSHIP PROGRAM.—The Secretary
and Administrator are authorized to estab-
lish a mentoring and coaching program that
pairs Foreign Service or Civil Service em-
ployees with interns who choose to partici-
pate throughout the duration of their intern-
ship.”.

SEC. 9111. CAREER INTERMISSION PROGRAM AD-
JUSTMENT TO ENHANCE RETEN-
TION.

(a) AUTHORITY TO EXTEND FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE.—The
Secretary and Administrator are authorized
to offer employees the option of extending
Federal Employee Health Benefit coverage
during pre-approved leave without pay for up
to 3 years.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREMIUM PAY-
MENTS.—If an employee elects to continue
coverage pursuant to subsection (a) for
longer than 365 days, the employee shall be
responsible for 100 percent of the premium
(employee share and government share) dur-
ing such longer period.

SEC. 9112. PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING SERV-
ICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to increase the number of professional coun-
selors, including licensed clinical social
workers, providing services for employees
under chief of mission authority. These posi-
tions may be filled under Limited Non-Ca-
reer Appointment terms.

(b) EMPLOYMENT TARGETS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this division, the Secretary shall seek to em-
ploy not fewer than 4 additional professional
counselors, including licensed clinical social
workers, in the Bureau of Medical Services
to work out of regional medical centers
abroad.

SEC. 9113. ASSIGNMENT PROCESS MODERNIZA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months

after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary shall modernize the Foreign
Service bidding process, and specifically im-
plement the following elements:

(1) A stable-pair matching, preference-
ranking system for non-directed Foreign
Service employees and hiring bureaus, allow-
ing for a more strategic alignment of work-
force and resources.

(2) Incorporation of lessons learned from
the previous stable-pair matching bidding
pilot framework referred to as ‘‘iMatch’, but
applied more expansively to include non-di-
rected assignments up through FS-01 posi-
tions, taking advantage of efficiency benefits
such as tandem assignment functionalities.

(3) Mechanisms to ensure transparency, ef-
ficiency, effectiveness, accountability, and
flexibility in the assignment process, while
maintaining equal opportunities for all offi-
cers.

(4) An independent auditing process to en-
sure adherence to established rules, effec-
tiveness in meeting the Department’s needs,
and prevention of bias or manipulation, in-
cluding through the use of protected cat-
egories in making assignment decisions.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN PROMOTION
ISSUES.—In parallel with assignment process
modernization efforts, the Secretary shall—

(1) assess whether any point systems tied
to promotion incentives should consider
service in hard-to-fill or critical positions;
and

(2) assess whether the practice of dividing
the assignment process into winter and sum-
mer cycles is necessary or efficient compared
to stable matching processes.

(c) REPORTING AND OVERSIGHT.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the implementation of the assign-
ment process under this section, including—

(1) data on match rates, including in filling
critical or priority positions, officer and hir-
ing office satisfaction, and the impact on
tandem placements;

(2) recommendations for further modifica-
tions to the bidding process;

(3) an overview of the strategy used to
communicate any changes to the workforce;
and

(4) results of analysis into additional
transparency efforts, including those de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3).

SEC. 9114. REPORT ON MODIFYING CONSULAR
TOUR AND FIRST TOURS REQUIRE-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that evaluates the feasibility of—

(1) reducing, removing, and adding flexi-
bility to the directed consular tours require-
ments for non-consular-coned generalist
members of the Foreign Service; and

(2) requiring that first tours for members
of the Foreign Service be assigned in the Na-
tional Capital Region.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include a description of
resources required to implement the changes
described in such subsection, a timeline for
implementation, and an assessment of the
benefits and consequences of such changes,
including any obstacles.

SEC. 9115. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING
AND TRANSPARENCY.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING AND
TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop a consistent and
enhanced vetting process to ensure that indi-
viduals with substantiated claims of dis-
crimination or harassment against them, to
include when administrative or disciplinary
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actions are taken, are not considered for as-
signments to senior positions or promotions
to senior grades within the Foreign Service.

(b) ELEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE VETTING
PoLicy.—Following the conclusion of any in-
vestigation into an allegation of discrimina-
tion or harassment, the Office of Civil
Rights, Office of Global Talent Management,
and other offices with responsibilities re-
lated to the investigation reporting directly
to the Secretary shall jointly or individually
submit a written summary of any findings of
substantiated allegations, along with a sum-
mary of findings to the committee respon-
sible for assignments to senior positions
prior to such committee rendering a rec-
ommendation for assignment.

(c) RESPONSE.—The Secretary shall develop
a process for candidates to respond to any al-
legations that are substantiated and pre-
sented to the committee responsible for as-
signments to senior positions.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the Department
workforce and the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the number of can-
didates confirmed for senior diplomatic posts
against whom there were substantiated alle-
gations described in subsection (a).

(e) SENIOR POSITIONS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘senior positions’” means
Chief of Mission, Under Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Dep-
uty Chief of Mission, and Principal Officer
(i.e., Consuls General) positions.

SEC. 9116. EFFICIENCY IN EMPLOYEE SURVEY
CREATION AND CONSOLIDATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that employee surveys are crucial
for understanding the needs and concerns of
the workforce, and are most effective when
they are strategically designed, collected,
and the results transparent where possible.

(b) CONSOLIDATED RESOURCE REQUIRE-
MENT.—The Department shall provide a con-
solidated resource of survey methods, best
practices, and a repository of survey data to
avoid survey fatigue, minimize duplicating
surveys, increase confidence in survey data,
and facilitate data-informed decision-mak-
ing.

(c) TIMING.—The Secretary should deter-
mine the overall timing and administration
of mandated surveys to ensure maximum
participation and robust data sets.

SEC. 9117. PER DIEM ALLOWANCE FOR NEWLY
HIRED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE.

(a) PER DIEM ALLOWANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any newly hired Foreign Serv-
ice employee who is in initial orientation
training, or any other training expected to
last less than 6 months in the Washington,
D.C. area before transferring to the employ-
ee’s first assignment overseas or domesti-
cally outside the Washington, D.C. area
shall, for the duration of such training, re-
ceive a per diem allowance at the levels pre-
scribed under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code.

(2) LIMITATION ON LODGING EXPENSES.—A
newly hired Foreign Service employee may
not receive any lodging expenses under the
applicable per diem allowance pursuant to
paragraph (1) if that employee—

(A) has a permanent residence in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area (not including govern-
ment-supplied housing during such orienta-
tion training or other training); and

(B) does not vacate such residence during
such orientation training or other training.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘per diem allowance’ has the
meaning given such term in section 5701 of
title 5, United States Code; and
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(2) the term ‘Washington, D.C., area”
means the geographic area within a 50-mile
radius of the Washington Monument.

SEC. 9118. TERMINATION OF RESIDENTIAL OR
MOTOR VEHICLE LEASES AND TELE-
PHONE SERVICE CONTRACTS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN SERV-
ICE.

Section 907 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 ( 22 U.S.C. 4087) is amended by striking
‘““‘Service who are posted abroad at a Foreign
Service post’’ and inserting ‘‘Foreign Service
who are posted in the United States or post-
ed abroad”’.

SEC. 9119. NEEDS-BASED CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES
ENROLLMENT PERIOD.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Department and
USAID shall—

(1) issue and maintain guidance on how to
apply for any program authorized under sec-
tion 630 of the Treasury and General Govern-
ment Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law
107-67; 115 Stat. 552); and

(2) consider using maximum flexibilities to
accept applications throughout the year or
in accordance with Qualifying Life Event
changes (as defined by the Federal Employ-
ees Health Benefits Program (FEHB)).

SEC. 9120. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
DEPARTMENT TRAVELER EXPERI-
ENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a review and submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on the effect of section 40118 of title 49,
United States Code (commonly referred to as
the “Fly America Act’’) on Department trav-
elers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include an analysis of
the extent to which the Fly America Act—

(1) disproportionately impacts Department
personnel;

(2) impacts travelers, including their abil-
ity to find suitable flights and the ability to
complete their travel in a timely and effec-
tive manner;

(3) increases or decreases costs to the
United States Government;

(4) produces overly burdensome restric-
tions in times of urgent travel such as Emer-
gency Visitation Travel and Ordered/Author-
ized Departure; and

(5) a description of other relevant issues
the Comptroller General determines appro-
priate.
SEC. 9121. QUARTERLY REPORT ON GLOBAL
FOOTPRINT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
global footprint of the Department.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include, for each diplo-
matic post—

(1) the number and type of Department em-
ployees assigned to the post; and

(2) the number of allocated positions that
remain unfilled.

(c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in classified
form.

SEC. 9122. REPORT ON FORMER FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEES ADVISING FOREIGN GOV-
ERNMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for 3 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, the Select Com-
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mittee on Intelligence of the Senate, and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
a report that identifies former United States
Government senior officials who have been
approved by the Secretary to advise foreign
governments.

(b) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 9123. JOB SHARE AND PART-TIME EMPLOY-

MENT OPPORTUNITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and publish a Department policy on
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities. The policy shall include a template
for job sharing arrangements, a database of
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities, and a point of contact in the Bu-
reau of Global Talent Management.

(b) WORKPLACE FLEXIBILITY TRAINING.—The
Secretary shall incorporate training on
workplace flexibility, including the avail-
ability of job share and part-time employ-

ment opportunities, into employee
onboarding and every level of supervisory
training.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on workplace flexibility at the Department,
including data on the number of employees
utilizing job share or part-time employment
arrangements.

SEC. 9124. EXPANSION OF SPECIAL RULES FOR
CERTAIN MONTHLY WORKERS’ COM-
PENSATION PAYMENTS AND OTHER
PAYMENTS FOR PERSONNEL UNDER
CHIEF OF MISSION AUTHORITY.

Section 901 of title IX of division J of the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘of a” and inserting
an’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2016 and in-
serting ‘“‘September 11, 2001°’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11, 2001°’;
and

(C) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001”’; and

(2) in subsection (h)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 20167 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001".

SEC. 9125. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE OR REIM-
BURSE FOR CERTAIN SECURITY
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator are authorized to provide or
reimburse for appropriate security services
to mitigate risks to certain employees or
members of their households resulting from
or related to the employee’s official duties or
affiliation with the Department or USAID.
These security equipment or services may
include security cameras and services to de-
prioritize or remove internet search results
revealing personally identifiable informa-
tion.

(b) REQUIRED PoLICY.—Prior to providing
or reimbursing services pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Department shall establish a
policy that—

(1) outlines the requirements for qualifying
for provision or reimbursement of services;

(2) identifies the office responsible for vet-
ting requests for provision or reimbursement
of services; and
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(3) mandates expeditious consideration of
such requests.

(c) PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary and the Administrator
shall not collect personally identifiable in-
formation on any United States citizens
while undertaking the activities described in
subsection (a) unless the collection is au-
thorized by a court as part of a criminal in-
vestigation.

TITLE II—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS
SEC. 9201. STATE-OF-THE-ART BUILDING FACILI-
TIES.

The Secretary should use existing waiver
authorities to expedite upgrades and critical
maintenance for the Harry S. Truman Fed-
eral Building, with the goal of having at
least 85 percent of construction and upgrades
completed by December 31, 2027.

SEC. 9202. PRESENCE OF CHIEFS OF MISSION AT
DIPLOMATIC POSTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ARRIVAL AT DIPLO-
MATIC POST WITHIN 60 DAYS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire that to be eligible for payment of trav-
el expenses for initial arrival at the assigned
post, a chief of mission must arrive at the
post not later than 60 days after the date on
which the chief of mission was confirmed by
the Senate.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The restriction under
paragraph (1) shall not apply to a chief of
mission who arrives later than 60 days after
confirmation by the Senate if the delay was
caused by one or more of the following:

(A) A flight delay that was outside of the
control of the chief of mission or the Depart-
ment.

(B) A natural disaster, global health emer-
gency, or other naturally occurring event
that prevented the chief of mission from en-
tering the country of the assigned post.

(C) Delay or refusal by the government of
the host country to accept diplomatic ac-
creditation.

(D) Family or medical emergency.

(E) Extenuating circumstances beyond the
control of the chief of mission.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirement under paragraph (1) upon a de-
termination that extenuating circumstances
warrant such a waiver and upon submission
of a brief description of the determination to
the appropriate congressional committees.

(4) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and in each case that a chief of mis-
sion arrives at an assigned post more than 60
days after confirmation, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report identifying any chief of
mission who arrived at the assigned post
more than 60 days after confirmation by the
Senate, and includes a description of the jus-
tification.

(b) NOTIFICATIONS ON DEPARTURES OF
CHIEFS OF MISSION.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, for 5 years, the Secretary shall notify
the appropriate congressional committees of
any chief of mission who has permanently
departed from the assigned post within 90
days of the departure.

SEC. 9203. PERIODIC INSPECTOR GENERAL RE-
VIEWS OF CHIEFS OF MISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, and for a 3-year period thereafter, the
Inspector General of the Department of
State shall conduct management reviews of
chiefs of mission, charge d’affaires, and other
principal officers assigned overseas during
inspection visits, when those officers have
been at post more than 180 days.

(b) DISPOSITION.—Reviews conducted pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be provided to the
rating officer for formal discussion as part of
the performance evaluation process. The
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management review shall remain in the em-
ployee’s personnel file unless otherwise re-
quired by law. The subject of a review con-
ducted pursuant to subsection (a) shall have
the opportunity to respond to and comment
on the review, and the response shall be in-
cluded in the employee’s file for promotion
panel review.

(¢) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT IN CASE OF
SERIOUS MANAGEMENT CONCERNS.—The In-
spector General of the Department of State
shall notify the Secretary, the Deputy Sec-
retary, and the appropriate congressional
committees within 30 days of any review in
which serious management concerns are
raised and substantiated, and which is not
otherwise submitted as part of the periodic
inspection or report.

SEC. 9204. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR SUDAN.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoint a Special Envoy for Sudan at the De-
partment (in this section referred to as the
‘‘Special Envoy’’). The Special Envoy shall
report directly to the Secretary and should
not hold another position in the Department
while holding the position of Special Envoy.

(b) DUTIES.—The Special Envoy shall—

(1) lead United States diplomatic efforts to
support negotiations and humanitarian re-
sponse efforts related to alleviating the cri-
sis in Sudan;

(2) be responsible for coordinating policy
development and execution related to ending
the conflict and a future path to national re-
covery and democratic transition in Sudan
across all bureaus in the Department and co-
ordinating with interagency partners; and

(3) consult regularly with the appropriate
congressional committees, and keep such
committees fully and currently informed on
the status of diplomatic efforts and negotia-
tions.

(C) STAFFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the Special Envoy is staffed with
personnel approved by the envoy, including
through reassignment of positions respon-
sible for issues related to Sudan that cur-
rently exist within the Department, encour-
aging details or assignment of employees of
the Department from regional and functional
bureaus with expertise relevant to Sudan, or
through request for interagency details of in-
dividuals with relevant experience from
other United States Government depart-
ments or agencies, including the Department
of Treasury.

(2) BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Department should brief the
appropriate congressional committees on the
number of full-time equivalent positions sup-
porting the Special Envoy and the relevant
expertise and duties of any employees of the
Department serving as detailees.

(d) SUNSET.—The position of the Special
Envoy for Sudan shall terminate on the date
that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 9205. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR BELARUS.

Section 6406(d) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(d) ROLE.—The
Envoy—

‘(1) shall only exist while United States
diplomatic operations in Belarus at the
United States Embassy in Minsk, Belarus
are suspended; and

‘“(2) shall oversee the operations and per-
sonnel of the Belarus Affairs Unit.”.

SEC. 9206. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

Title I of the State Department Basic Au-

thorities Act of 1956 is amended by adding
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after section 64 (22 U.S.C. 273ba) the fol-

lowing:

“SEC. 65. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

‘“(a) ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) SUPPORT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
is authorized to provide, by contract, grant,
or otherwise, for the performance of appro-
priate museum visitor and educational out-
reach services and related events, includ-
ing—

‘“(A) organizing programs and conference
activities;

‘(B) creating, designing, and installing ex-
hibits; and

‘(C) conducting museum shop services and
food services in the public exhibition and re-
lated physical and virtual space utilized by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy.

‘“(2) RECOVERY OF coSTs.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to retain the proceeds ob-
tained from customary and appropriate fees
charged for the use of facilities, including
venue rental for events consistent with the
activities described in subsection (a)(1) and
museum shop services and food services at
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy. Such proceeds shall be retained as a
recovery of the costs of operating the Mu-
seum, credited to a designated Department
account that exists for the purpose of fund-
ing the Museum and its programs and activi-
ties, and shall remain available until ex-
pended.

‘“(b) DISPOSITION OF DOCUMENTS,
FACTS, AND OTHER ARTICLES.—

‘(1) PROPERTY.—AIl historic documents,
artifacts, or other articles acquired by the
Department of State for the permanent mu-
seum collection and determined by the Sec-
retary of State to be suitable for display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy shall be considered to be the property
of the United States Government and shall
be subject to disposition solely in accordance
with this subsection.

‘‘(2) SALE, TRADE, OR TRANSFER.—Whenever
the Secretary of State makes a determina-
tion described in paragraph (3) with respect
to a document, artifact, or other article de-
scribed in paragraph (1), taking into account
considerations such as the Museum’s collec-
tions management policy and best profes-
sional museum practice, the Secretary may
sell at fair market value, trade, or transfer
such document, artifact, or other article
without regard to the requirements of sub-
title I of title 40, United States Code. The
proceeds of any such sale may be used solely
for the advancement of the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) of the National
Museum of American Diplomacy and may
not be used for any purpose other than the
acquisition and direct care of the collections
of the Museum.

*“(3) DETERMINATIONS PRIOR TO SALE, TRADE,
OR TRANSFER.—The determination described
in this paragraph with respect to a docu-
ment, artifact, or other article described in
paragraph (1) is a determination that—

“‘(A) the document, artifact, or other arti-
cle no longer serves to further the mission of
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy as set forth in the collections manage-
ment policy of the Museum;

‘“(B) the sale at a fair market price based
on an independent appraisal or trade or
transfer of the document, artifact, or other
article would serve to maintain or enhance
the Museum collection; and

‘“(C) the sale, trade, or transfer of the doc-
ument, artifact, or other article would be in
the best interests of the United States.

‘“(4) LoANS.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion under paragraph (2) relating to the sale,
trade, or transfer of documents, artifacts, or

ARTI-
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other articles described in paragraph (1), the

Secretary of State may—

‘““(A) loan the documents, artifacts, or
other articles to other institutions, both for-
eign and domestic, for repair, study, or exhi-
bition when not needed for use or display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy; and

‘(B) borrow documents, artifacts, or other
articles from other institutions or individ-
uals, both foreign and domestic, for activi-
ties consistent with subsection (a)(1).”.

SEC. 9207. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH NEGOTIA-
TIONS SUPPORT UNIT WITHIN DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a need for the United States
Government to maintain a permanent insti-
tutional hub for technical expertise, stra-
tegic advice, and knowledge management in
negotiations, mediation, and peace processes
in order to prioritize and invest in diplo-
macy;

(2) the United States plays a role in ena-
bling and supporting peace processes and
complex political negotiations, the success
of which is essential to stability and democ-
racy around the world;

(3) the meaningful engagement of conflict-
affected communities, particularly women,
youth, and other impacted populations, is
vital to durable, implementable, and sustain-
able peace;

(4) negotiation requires a specific technical
and functional skillset, and thus institu-
tional expertise in this practice area should
include trained practitioners and subject
matter experts;

(5) such skills should continue to be em-
ployed as the United States Government ad-
vises and contributes to peace processes, in-
cluding those where the United States plays
a supporting role or is led by multilateral
and international partners; and

(6) training programs for United States
diplomats should draw upon this expertise
and United States lessons learned to help
equip diplomats with skills to respond to
peace processes and complex political nego-
tiations, and how to request support.

(b) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—Section 1
of the State Department Basic Authorities
Act (22 U.S.C. 2651a) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

*“(p) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH.—The Sec-
retary of State may establish within the De-
partment of State a unit to be known as the
‘Negotiations Support Unit’ responsible for
carrying out the functions described in para-
graph (2), as appropriate.

‘“(2) FuncTIONS.—The functions described
in this paragraph are the following:

‘““(A) Serving as a permanent institutional
hub and resource for negotiations and peace
process expertise and knowledge manage-
ment.

“(B) Advising the Secretary of State, other
relevant senior officials, members of the
Foreign Service, and employees of the De-
partment of State on the substance, process,
and strategy of negotiations, mediation,
peace processes, and other complex political
negotiations from strategy and planning to
implementation.

‘“(C) Supporting the development and im-
plementation of United States policy related
to complex political negotiations and peace
processes, including those led by multilat-
eral and international partners.

‘(D) Advising on mediation and negotia-
tions programs to implement United States
policy.

‘“(E) Supporting training for Foreign Serv-
ices Officers and civil servants on tailored
negotiation and mediation skills.
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‘“(F) Working with other governments,
international organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations, as appropriate, to sup-
port the development and implementation of
United States policy on peace processes and
complex political negotiations.

‘(G) Any additional duties the Secretary
of State may prescribe.

““(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 2025 for the estab-
lishment of the Negotiations Support Unit
under paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 9208. RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF FUNDS
FOR SOLAR PANELS.

The Department may not use Federal
funds to procure any solar energy products
that were manufactured in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region of the People’s
Republic of China or other regions in the
country, which are known to be produced
with forced labor.

SEC. 9209. RESPONSIVENESS TO CONGRESSIONAL
RESEARCH SERVICE INQUIRIES.

(a) FINDINGS.— The Congressional Research
Service is charged with rendering effective
and efficient service to Congress and re-
sponding expeditiously, effectively, and effi-
ciently to the needs of Congress.

(b) RESPONSES.—The Secretary and Admin-
istrator shall ensure that for any inquiry or
request from the Congressional Research
Service related to its support of Members of
Congress and congressional staff—

(1) an initial answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 14 days of receipt of the
inquiry;

(2) a complete answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 90 days of receipt of the
inquiry, together with an explanation as to
why the request was delayed; and

(3) Congressional Research Service staff
shall be treated as congressional staff for
any informal discussions or briefings.

SEC. 9210. MISSION IN A BOX.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Increasing the United States’ global
diplomatic footprint is imperative to ad-
vance United States’ national security inter-
ests, particularly in the face of a massive
diplomatic expansion of our strategic com-
petitors.

(2) Opening or re-opening diplomatic mis-
sions, often in small island nations where
there is no United States Government pres-
ence, but one is needed to advance United
States strategic objectives.

3) Diplomatic missions should Dbe
resourced and equipped for success upon
opening to allow diplomats to focus on ad-
vancing United States national interests in-
country.

(4) The United States can and should move
more swiftly to open new diplomatic mis-
sions and provide United States diplomats
and locally employed staff with a workplace
that meets locally appropriate quality, safe-
ty, and security standards.

() To do this, the Department must
streamline and support the process of open-
ing new posts to identify efficiencies and re-
moving obstacles that are unduly compli-
cating the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions, particularly in small island states and
similarly situated locations.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
how the Department is creating a ‘‘mission
in a box’’ concept to provide new such diplo-
matic missions the needed resources and au-
thorities to quickly and efficiently stand up
and operate a mission from the moment
United States personnel arrive, or even be-
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fore the opening of a new mission, particu-
larly in small island nations.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions;

(B) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions that the Department can waive to ex-
pediently stand up new diplomatic missions;

(C) essential functions that each new diplo-
matic mission should be able to carry out
independently upon opening;

(D) a description of functions that another
post or support center will need to carry out
to support the new mission;

(E) a list of essential equipment and access
to facilities, including to support secure
communications, that should be provided to
each new diplomatic mission, the approval of
which should be handled prior to or shortly
after the opening of the new diplomatic mis-
sion, including arrangements for basic office
equipment, vehicles, and housing;

(F) the number of recommended locally en-
gaged staff and United States direct hires
resident in-country;

(G) the number of non-resident support
staff who are assigned to the new diplomatic
mission, such as from another post or re-
gional support center;

(H) a description of how medical and con-
sular support services could be provided;

(I) procedures for requesting an expansion
of the post’s functions or physical platform
after opening, should that be needed;

(J) any other authorities or processes that
may be required to successfully and quickly
stand up a new diplomatic mission, including
any new authorities the Department may
need;

(K) a list of incentives, in addition to pay
differentials, being considered for such posts;
and

(L) a description of any specialized train-
ing, including for management and security
personnel supporting the establishment of
such new embassies that may be required.

(¢) SENIOR OFFICIAL TO LEAD NEW EMBASSY
EXPANSION.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate an assistant secretary-level senior of-
ficial to expedite and make recommenda-
tions for the reform of procedures for open-
ing new diplomatic missions abroad, particu-
larly in small island states.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The senior official
designated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be
responsible for proposing policy and proce-
dural changes to the Secretary to—

(A) expediting the resourcing of new diplo-
matic missions by waiving or reducing when
possible mandatory processes required to
open new diplomatic missions, taking into
account the threat environment and cir-
cumstances in the host country;

(B) when necessary, quickly adjudicating
within the Department any decision points
that arise during the planning and execution
phases of the establishment of a new mis-
sion;

(C) ensuring new missions receive the man-
agement and operational support needed, in-
cluding by designating such support be un-
dertaken by another post, regional support
center, or Department entities based in the
United States; and

(D) ensuring that the authorities provided
in the Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (title VI of divi-
sion A of appendix G of Public Law 106-113),
as amended by the Secure Embassy Con-
struction and Counterterrorism Act of 2022
(section 9301 of Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
3879), are fully utilized in the planning for all
new diplomatic missions.
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(d) NEW DIPLOMATIC MISSION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘new diplomatic mis-
sion” means any bilateral diplomatic mis-
sion opened since January 1, 2020, in a coun-
try where there had not been a bilateral dip-
lomatic mission since the date that is 20
yvears before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(e) SUNSET.—The authorities and require-
ments of this section shall terminate 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 9211. REPORT ON UNITED STATES CON-

SULATE IN CHENGDU, PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the effect of the sus-
pension of operations at of the United States
Consulate General in Chengdu, People’s Re-
public of China, on July 27, 2020, on diplo-
matic and consular activities of the United
States in Southwestern China, including the
provision of consular services to United
States citizens, and on relations with the
people of Southwestern China, including in
areas designated by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China as autonomous.
SEC. 9212. PERSONNEL REPORTING.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and at least every 120
days thereafter for 5 years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report—

(1) describing the on-board personnel lev-
els, hiring, and attrition of the Civil Service,
Foreign Service, eligible family members, lo-
cally employed staff, and contractor work-
force of the Department, on an operating
unit-by-operating unit basis; and

(2) including a status update on progress
toward fiscal year hiring plans for Foreign
Service and Civil Service.

SEC. 9213. SUPPORT CO-LOCATION WITH ALLIED
PARTNER NATIONS.

The Secretary, following consultation with
the appropriate congressional committees,
may alter, repair, and furnish United States
Government-owned and leased space for use
by the government of a foreign country to
facilitate co-location of such government in
such space, on such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may determine, including with
respect to reimbursement of all or part of
the costs of such alteration, repair, or fur-
nishing. Reimbursements or advances of
funds pursuant to this section may be cred-
ited to the currently applicable appropria-
tion and shall be available for the purposes
for which such appropriation is authorized.
SEC. 9214. STREAMLINE QUALIFICATION OF CON-

STRUCTION CONTRACT BIDDERS.

Section 402 of the Omnibus Diplomatic Se-
curity and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4852) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘be awarded’ after ‘‘joint
venture persons may’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘bid on’’ both places it ap-
pears; and

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking
¢‘$10,000,000” and inserting *‘$25,000,000"’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph 1, by striking ‘“‘two’ and
inserting ‘‘three’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘at a
United States diplomatic or consular estab-
lishment abroad” and inserting ‘‘on a Fed-
eral contract abroad’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (G);

(iii) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as
subparagraph (E); and

(iv) in subparagraph (E), as redesignated by
clause (iii), by striking ‘80’ [both places it
appears] and inserting ¢‘65”".
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TITLE III—-INFORMATION SECURITY AND
CYBER DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9301. SUPPORTING DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DATA ANALYTICS.

There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Department of State for fiscal year 2025
$3,000,000 for bureaus to hire Chief Data Offi-
cers through the ‘“‘Bureau Chief Data Officer
Program™, consistent with section 6302 of
the Department of State Authorization Act
of 2023 (division F of Public Law 118-31; 22
U.S.C. 2651a note).

SEC. 9302. REALIGNING THE REGIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY OFFICER PROGRAM.

Section 9508(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I
of Public Law 117-263; 22 U.S.C. 10305(a)(1)) is
amended by inserting ¢, and shall be admin-
istered by the Bureau for Cyberspace and
Digital Policy” before the period at the end.
SEC. 9303. MEASURES TO PROTECT DEPARTMENT

DEVICES FROM THE PROLIFERA-
TION AND USE OF FOREIGN COM-
MERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’’means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives.

(1) COVERED DEVICE.—The term ‘‘covered
device” means any electronic mobile device,
including smartphones, tablet computing de-
vices, or laptop computing device, that is
issued by the Department for official use.

2) FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE;
SPYWARE.—The terms ‘‘foreign commercial
spyware’’ and ‘‘spyware’’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 1102A of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3232a).

(b) PROTECTION OF COVERED DEVICES.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall, in consultation with the
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency—

(A) issue standards, guidance, best prac-
tices, and policies for Department and
USAID personnel to protect covered devices
from being compromised by foreign commer-
cial spyware;

(B) survey the processes used by the De-
partment and USAID to identify and catalog
instances where a covered device was com-
promised by foreign commercial spyware
over the prior 2 years and it is reasonably ex-
pected to have resulted in an unauthorized
disclosure of sensitive information; and

(C) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the measures in place
to identify and catalog instances of such
compromises for covered devices by foreign
commercial spyware, which may be sub-
mitted in classified form.

(2) NOTIFICATIONS.—Not later than 60 days
after the date on which an element of the
Department becomes aware that a covered
device was compromised by foreign commer-
cial spyware, the Secretary, in coordination
with relevant agencies, shall notify the ap-
propriate committees of Congress of the
facts concerning such targeting or com-
promise, including—

(A) the location of the personnel whose
covered device was compromised;

(B) the number of covered devices com-
promised;

(C) an assessment by the Secretary of the
damage to the national security of the
United States resulting from any loss of data
or sensitive information; and
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(D) an assessment by the Secretary of any
foreign government or foreign organization
or entity, and, to the extent possible, the
foreign individuals, who directed and bene-
fitted from any information acquired from
the compromise.

SEC. 9304. REPORT ON CLOUD COMPUTING IN BU-
REAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the status of the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs adoption of cloud-
based products and services as well as op-
tions to require enterprise-wide adoption of
cloud computing, including for all consular
operations.

SEC. 9305. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PILOT
PROJECTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department of State
should, in consultation with the Assistant
Secretary of the Bureau of Consular Affairs,
prioritize information technology systems
with high potential to accelerate the pass-
port renewal processes, reduce processing
times, and reduce dependency on legacy sys-
tems.
SEC. 9306. LEVERAGING APPROVED TECH-
NOLOGY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EF-
FICIENCIES.

The Secretary and Administrator shall en-
sure appropriate and secure technological so-
lutions are authorized and available for em-
ployee use, where feasible, to promote tech-
nological fluency in the workforce, including
the integration of secure tools in the evalua-
tion process to ensure performance manage-
ment standards while maximizing efficiency.
SEC. 9307. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ENVOY FOR

CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish an Office of the Special Envoy for
Critical and Emerging Technology (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Office’), which
may be located within the Bureau for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy.

(b) LEADERSHIP.—

(1) SPECIAL ENVOY.—The Office shall be
headed by a Special Envoy for Critical and
Emerging Technology, who shall—

(A) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;
and

(B) have the rank and status of ambas-
sador; and

(C) report to the Ambassador-at-Large for
Cyberspace and Digital Policy.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The Office may include
representatives or expert detailees from
other key Federal agencies or research and
technology-focused fellowship programs, as
determined by the Special Envoy for Critical
and Emerging Technology and with the con-
sent of the Ambassador-at-Large for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy, in coordination
with appropriate senior officials of the De-
partment and such agencies.

(d) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Office
shall include—

(1) establishing, in coordination with rel-
evant bureaus, offices and other Federal
agencies, an interagency security review
process for proposals regarding United
States Government-funded international col-
laboration on certain critical and emerging
technologies and associated research;

(2) establishing and coordinating an inter-
agency strategy to facilitate internmational
cooperation with United States allies and
partners regarding the development, use, and
deployment of critical and emerging tech-
nologies and associated standards and safe-
guards for research security, intellectual
property protection, and illicit knowledge
transfer;
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(3) facilitating technology partnerships
with countries and relevant political and
economic unions that are committed to—

(A) the rule of law and respect for human
rights, including freedom of speech, and ex-
pression;

(B) the safe and responsible development
and use of certain critical and emerging
technologies and the establishment of re-
lated norms and standards, including for re-
search security and the protection of sen-
sitive data and technology;

(C) a secure internet architecture governed
by a multi-stakeholder model instead of cen-
tralized government control;

(D) secure and resilient supply chains;

(E) robust international cooperation to
promote open and interoperable techno-
logical products and services that are nec-
essary to freedom, innovation, transparency,
and privacy; and

(F) multilateral coordination, including
through diplomatic initiatives, information
sharing, and other activities, to defend the
principles described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E) against efforts by state and non-
state actors to undermine them;

(4) supporting efforts to harmonize tech-
nology governance regimes with partners,
coordinating on basic and pre-competitive
research and development initiatives, and
collaborating to pursue such opportunities in
certain critical and emerging technologies;

(5) coordinating with other technology
partners on export control policies for cer-
tain critical and emerging technologies, in-
cluding countering illicit knowledge and
data transfer related to certain critical and
emerging technology research;

(6) conducting diplomatic engagement, in
coordination with other bureaus, offices, and
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
with allies and partners to develop standards
and coordinate policies designed to counter
illicit knowledge and data transfer in aca-
demia related to critical and emerging tech-
nology research;

(7) coordinating with allies, partners, and
other relevant Federal agencies to prevent
the exploitation of research partnerships re-
lated to certain critical and emerging tech-
nologies;

(8) sharing information regarding the
threat posed by the transfer of certain crit-
ical and emerging technologies to authori-
tarian governments, including the People’s
Republic of China and the Russian Federa-
tion, and the ways in which autocratic re-
gimes are utilizing technology, including for
military and security purposes, to erode in-
dividual freedoms and other foundations of
open, democratic societies; and

(9) collaborating with private companies,
trade associations, and think tanks to real-
ize the purposes described in paragraphs (1)
through (8).

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 5 years,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, as appro-
priate, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress an unclassified report,
with a classified index, if necessary, regard-
ing—

(1) the activities of the Office related to
paragraphs (1) through (9) of subsection (d),
including any cooperative initiatives and
partnerships pursued with United States al-
lies and partners, and the results of such ac-
tivities, initiatives, and partnerships;

(2) the activities of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and the Russian Federation in
sectors related to certain critical and emerg-
ing technologies and the threats they pose to
the United States; and
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(3) an inventory of all international re-
search and development programs for certain
critical and emerging technologies funded by
the Department or USAID that include par-
ticipation by institutions or organizations
that are affiliated with, or receive support
from, the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China or the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’’means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives.

(2) CERTAIN CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The term ‘‘certain critical and
emerging technologies’” means the tech-
nologies determined by the Secretary, in
consultation with other Federal agencies,
from the critical and emerging technologies
list published by the National Science and
Technology Council (NSTC) at the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, as amended
by subsequent updates to the list issued by
the NSTC.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9401. AFRICA BROADCASTING NETWORKS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Agency for
Global Media shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the re-
sources and timeline needed to establish
within the Agency an organization the mis-
sion of which shall be to promote democratic
values and institutions in Africa by pro-
viding objective, accurate, and relevant news
and information to the people of Africa and
counter disinformation from malign actors,
especially in countries in which a free press
is banned by the government or not fully es-
tablished, about the region, the world, and
the United States through uncensored news,
responsible discussion, and open debate.

SEC. 9402. UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL
MEDIA.

Section 306 of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6205) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsection (g) and (h), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“‘(f) SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT OF GRANT-
EES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), a grantee may not be debarred or
suspended without consultation with the
Chief Executive Officer and a three-fourths
majority vote of the Advisory Board in sup-
port of such action.

““(2) SUSPENSION.—

““(A) CRITERIA FOR SUSPENSION.—A grantee
may not be suspended unless the Advisory
Board determines that the criteria described
in section 513.405 of title 22, Code of Federal
Regulations, have been met.

‘“(B) SUSPENDING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the sus-
pending official (as described in section
513.105 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions).

¢‘(3) DEBARMENT.—

‘‘(A) CRITERIA FOR DEBARMENT.—A grantee
may not be debarred unless the Advisory
Board determines that one or more of the
causes described in section 513.305 of title 22,
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Code of Federal Regulations, has been estab-
lished.

‘(B) DEBARRING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the debar-
ring official (as described in section 513.105 of
title 22, Code of Federal Regulations).”.

SEC. 9403. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS TO
SUPPORT UNITED STATES PARTICI-
PATION IN INTERNATIONAL FAIRS
AND EXPOS.

Section 9601 of the Department of State
Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I of Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3909) is amended in
subsection (b), by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2023
and 2024 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, and 2027°.

SEC. 9404. RESEARCH AND SCHOLAR EXCHANGE
PARTNERSHIPS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) it is in the strategic interest of the
United States to strengthen relations with
Sub-Saharan African states to promote
shared interests in the areas of—

(A) democracy and good governance;

(B) education and human capital;

(C) trade and economic development;

(D) science and technology;

(E) biodiversity, food, and agriculture; and

(F') the preservation and management of
natural resources, including critical min-
erals; and

(2) historically Black colleges and univer-
sities (referred to in this section as
““HBCUs”’) have a long history of—

(A) cultivating diaspora relations with
Sub-Saharan African states; and

(B) developing innovative solutions to
some of the world’s most pressing chal-
lenges.

(b) STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS.—The
Secretary and the Administrator should seek
to strengthen and expand partnerships and
educational exchange opportunities, includ-
ing by working with HBCUs, which build the
capacity and expertise of students, scholars,
and experts from Sub-Saharan Africa in key
development sectors.

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Adminis-
trator is authorized to—

(1) provide technical assistance to HBCUs
to assist in fulfilling the goals of this sec-
tion, including in developing contracts, oper-
ating agreements, legal documents, and re-
lated infrastructure; and

(2) upon request, provide feedback to
HBCUs, to the maximum extent practicable,
after a grant rejection from relevant Federal
programs in order to improve future grant
applications, as appropriate.

SEC. 9405. WAIVER OF UNITED STATES RESI-
DENCY REQUIREMENT FOR CHIL-
DREN OF RADIO FREE EUROPE/
RADIO LIBERTY EMPLOYEES.

Section 320(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1431(a)(1)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (1)(B), by striking °;
or’’ and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end of the following
new paragraph:

‘“(3) the child residing in the legal and
physical custody of a citizen parent who is
residing abroad as a result of employment
with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.”.

TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY
SEC. 9501. SECURE EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION
AND COUNTERTERRORISM ACT RE-
QUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe new guidance and
requirements consistent with the Secure
Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (title VI of division A of appendix
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G of Public Law 106-113), as amended by the
Secure Embassy Construction and Counter-
terrorism Act of 2022 (section 9301 of Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3879) and submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port detailing such guidance and require-
ments, including the impact of implementa-
tion on United States diplomatic facilities
and construction projects.

(b) CONSEQUENCE FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—If
the Secretary fails to meet the requirement
under subsection (a) no Federal funds appro-
priated to the Department shall be used for
official travel by senior staff in the execu-
tive office of the Diplomatic Security Serv-
ice, including the Assistant Secretary for
Diplomatic Security, until such time as the
Secretary meets the requirement.

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
restriction in subsection (b) to meet urgent
and critical needs if the Secretary provides
written notification to the appropriate con-
gressional committees in advance of travel.
SEC. 9502. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION FOR

SERIOUS SECURITY INCIDENTS.

Section 301(a) of the Omnibus Diplomatic
Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4833(a)), is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

¢“(2) INITIAL CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—
The Secretary shall notify the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives, the majority and minority
leaders of the Senate, and the Speaker and
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives not later than 8 days after a possible
Serious Security Incident has taken place.
Such notification shall include a preliminary
description of the incident, of an incident de-
scribed in paragraph (1), including any
known individuals involved, when and where
the incident took place, and the next steps in
the investigation.”; and

(3) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by
paragraph (1) of this section, by striking
“paragraph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
3.

SEC. 9503. NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING SECU-
RITY DECISIONS AT DIPLOMATIC
POSTS.

Section 103(c) of section 103 of the Omnibus
Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act
of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4802(c)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) The Secretary’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) The Secretary of State shall notify the
appropriate congressional committees with-
in 10 days of any decision to retain authority
over or approve decisions at an overseas
post, including the movement of personnel.”.
SEC. 9504. SECURITY CLEARANCE SUSPENSION

PAY FLEXIBILITIES.

Section 610(c)(6) of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4010(c)(6)) is amended by
striking ‘‘paragraph 1(B)” and inserting
‘“this subsection’.

SEC. 9505. MODIFICATION TO NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT FOR SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCE SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCA-
TIONS.

Section 6710(a) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 2651a note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving such subparagraphs, as so redes-
ignated, 2 ems to the right;

(2) by striking “IN GENERAL.—With re-
spect” and inserting the following: ‘‘NOTIFI-
CATION.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect’’;

(3) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘revocation on” and all
that follows through ‘‘or revocation’ and in-
serting ‘‘revocation on—

‘“(A) the present employment status of the
covered official and whether the job duties of
the covered official have changed since such
suspension or revocation;

‘“(B) the reason for such suspension or rev-
ocation;

‘(C) the investigation of the covered offi-
cial and the results of such investigation;
and

‘(D) any negative fallout or impacts for
the Department of State, the United States
Government, or national security of the
United States as a result of the actions for
which the security clearance was suspended
or revoked.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

¢(2) SUBMISSION TO INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITIES.—To the extent the basis for any sus-
pension or revocation of a security clearance
is premised on the unauthorized release of
intelligence (as defined by section 3(1) of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3003(1)), the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the House
of Representatives shall be an appropriate
congressional committee for the purposes of
this section.”.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
SEC. 9601. PERSONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT AU-
THORITY FOR THE UNITED STATES
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT.

Section 636(a) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2396(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(17) employing individuals or organiza-
tions, by contract, for services abroad for
purposes of this Act and title II of the Food
for Peace Act, and individuals employed by
contract to perform such services shall not
by virtue of such employment be considered
to be employees of the United States Govern-
ment (except that the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment may determine the applicability
to such individuals of section 5 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1965 (22
U.S.C. 2672) regarding tort claims when such
claims arise in foreign countries in connec-
tion with United States operations abroad,
and of any other law administered by the Ad-
ministrator concerning the employment of
such individuals abroad), and such contracts
are authorized to be negotiated, the terms of
the contracts to be prescribed, and the work
to be performed, where necessary, without
regard to such statutory provisions as relate
to the negotiation, making, and performance
of contracts and performance of work in the
United States.”.

SEC. 9602. CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER
SURGE STAFFING.

Section 625 of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385) is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

“(k) CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER
SURGE STAFFING.—(1) The United States
Agency for International Development is au-
thorized to appoint personnel in the excepted
service using funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available under
the heading ‘Transition Initiatives’ in an Act
making appropriations for the Department
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs to carry out the provisions of part
I and chapter 4 of part II of this Act of and
section 509(b) of the Global Fragility Act of
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2019 (title V of division J of Public Law 116—
94) to prevent or respond to foreign crises
and contexts with growing instability;

‘“(2) Funds authorized to carry out such
purposes may be made available for the oper-
ating expenses and administrative costs of
such personnel and may remain attributed to
any minimum funding requirement for which
they were originally made available.

‘“(3) The Administrator of the TUnited
States Agency for International Develop-
ment shall coordinate with the Office of Per-
sonnel Management on implementation of
the appointment authority under paragraph
@.”.

SEC. 9603. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE WHILE ON
MILITARY LEAVE.

Section 908 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4088) is amended by inserting
“or United States Agency for International
Development’’ after ‘“‘A Department’.

SEC. 9604. INCLUSION IN THE PET TRANSPOR-
TATION EXCEPTION TO THE FLY
AMERICA ACT.

Section 6224(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of
Public Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 4081a) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(1) by striking ‘‘the Department is’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Department and the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and other United States Gov-
ernment employees under chief of mission
authority are’’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘Department personnel’’
and inserting ‘‘Department and USAID per-
sonnel, and other United States Government
employees under chief of mission authority”’.

TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 9701. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
TO PROMOTE UNITED STATES CIT-
IZEN EMPLOYMENT AT THE UNITED
NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL OR-
GANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President should di-
rect United States departments and agencies
to, in coordination with the Secretary —

(1) fund and recruit Junior Professional Of-
ficers for positions at the United Nations and
related specialized and technical organiza-
tions; and

(2) facilitate secondments, details, and
transfers to agencies and specialized and
technical bodies of the United Nations.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated an ad-
ditional $20,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2025 through 2031 for the Secretary to
support Junior Professional Officers, details,
transfers, and interns that advance United
States interests at multilateral institutions
and international organizations, including to
recruit, train, and host events related to
such positions, and to promote United States
citizen candidates for employment and lead-
ership positions at multilateral institutions
and international organizations.

(c) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain
available until expended.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL  NOTIFICATION.—Not
later than 15 days prior to the obligation of
funds authorized to be appropriated under
this section, the Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a noti-
fication outlining the amount and proposed
use of such funds.

SEC. 9702. AMENDMENT TO REWARDS FOR JUS-
TICE PROGRAM.

Section 36(b) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘; or’” and
inserting a semicolon;
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(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(15) the restraining, seizing, forfeiting, or
repatriating of stolen assets linked to for-
eign government corruption and the proceeds
of such corruption.”.

SEC. 9703. PASSPORT AUTOMATION MODERNIZA-
TON.

The Act entitled ‘““An Act to regulate the
issue and validity of passports, and for other
purposes’’, approved July 3, 1926 (44 Stat. 887,
22 U.S.C. 211a), is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and through the use of
Department of State electronic systems,”
after ‘‘the insular possessions of the United
States,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘person’’ and inserting ‘‘en-
tity”.

SEC. 9704. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PAYMENT IN
CONNECTION WITH THE INTER-
NATIONAL SPACE STATION.

Section 7(1) of Public Law 106-178 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note) is amended, in the undesignated
matter following subparagraph (B), by strik-
ing ‘“December 31, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2030”".

SEC. 9705. SUPPORT FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELE-
GATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) congressional travel is essential to fos-
tering international relations, understanding
global issues first-hand, and jointly advanc-
ing United States interests abroad; and

(2) only in close coordination and thanks
to the dedication of personnel at United
States embassies, consulates, and other mis-
sions abroad can the success of these vital
trips be possible.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall reaf-
firm to all diplomatic posts the importance
of Congressional travel and shall require all
such posts to support congressional travel by
members and staff of the appropriate con-
gressional committees fully, by making such
support available on any day of the week, in-
cluding Federal and local holidays and, to
the extent practical, requiring the direct in-
volvement of mid-level or senior officers.

(c) EXCEPTION FOR SIMULTANEOUS HIGH-
LEVEL VISITS.—The requirement under sub-
section (a) does not apply in the case of a si-
multaneous visit from the President, the
First Lady or First Gentleman, the Vice
President, the Secretary of State, or the Sec-
retary of Defense.

(d) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall require
all designated control officers to have been
trained on supporting congressional travel at
posts abroad prior to the assigned congres-
sional visit.

SEC. 9706. ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION WITH
VISA APPLICANTS.

Section 833(a)(5)(A) of the International
Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2005 (8
U.S.C. 1875a(a)(5)(A)) is amended by adding
at the end the following new clause:

‘(vi) Mailings under this subsection may
be transmitted by electronic means, includ-
ing electronic mail. The Secretary of State
may communicate with visa applicants using
personal contact information provided to
them or to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity by the applicant, petitioner, or des-
ignated agent or attorney.”.

SEC. 9707. ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF VISA
INFORMATION.

Section 222 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘(1) ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of the immigra-
tion laws (as such term is defined in section
101(a)(17) of this Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)), all
requirements in the immigration laws for
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communications with visa applicants shall
be deemed satisfied if electronic communica-
tions are sent to the applicant using per-
sonal contact information at an address for
such communications provided by the appli-
cant, petitioner, or designated agent or at-
torney. The Secretary of State shall take ap-
propriate actions to allow applicants to up-
date their personal contact information and
to ensure that electronic communications
can be securely transmitted to applicants.”.
SEC. 9708. INCLUSION OF COST ASSOCIATED
WITH PRODUCING REPORTS.

(a) ESTIMATED COST OF REPORTS.—Begin-
ning on October 1, 2026, and for the next
three fiscal years, the Secretary shall re-
quire that any report produced for external
distribution, including for distribution to
Congress, include the total estimated cost of
producing such report and the estimated
number of personnel hours.

(b) ANNUAL TOTAL COST OF REPORTS.—Not
later than 90 days after the end of each fiscal
year, beginning with fiscal year 2025, and for
the next three fiscal years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives an annual report listing the
reports issued for the prior fiscal year, the
frequency of each report, the total estimated
cost associated with producing such report,
and the estimated number of personnel
hours.

SEC. 9709. EXTENSIONS.

(a) PASSPORT FEES.—Section 1(b)(2) of the
Passport Act of June 4, 1920 (22 U.S.C.
214(b)(2)) shall be applied by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2010 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2028°".

(b) USAID CIVIL SERVICE ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—Section 625(j)(1)(B) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385(j)(1)(B))
shall be applied by striking ‘‘October 1, 2010’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2026°°.

(c) OVERSEAS PAY COMPARABILITY AND LIM-
ITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided
under section 1113 of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32; 123
Stat. 1904) shall remain in effect through
September 30, 2026.

(2) LIMITATION.—The authority described in
paragraph (1) may not be used to pay an eli-
gible member of the Foreign Service (as de-
fined in section 1113(b) of the Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32;
123 Stat. 1904)) a locality-based com-
parability payment (stated as a percentage)
that exceeds two-thirds of the amount of the
locality-based comparability payment (stat-
ed as a percentage) that would be payable to
such member under section 5304 of title 5,
United States Code, if such member’s official
duty station were in the District of Colum-
bia.

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—The authorities provided under section
1015(b) of the Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-212; 124 Stat. 2332)—

(1) shall remain in effect through Sep-
tember 30, 2026; and

(2) may be used to facilitate the assign-
ment of persons for oversight of programs in
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, and
Yemen.

(e) SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEES.—The au-
thority provided under section 301(a)(3) of
the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 TU.S.C.
4831(a)(3)) shall remain in effect for facilities
in Afghanistan and shall apply to facilities
in Ukraine through September 30, 2026, ex-
cept that the notification and reporting re-
quirements contained in such section shall
include the appropriate congressional com-
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mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

SA 3197. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself
and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle I—International Nuclear Energy Act
of 2024
SEC. 1099A. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024".

SEC. 1099B. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
‘‘advanced nuclear reactor’” means—

(A) a nuclear fission reactor, including a
prototype plant (as defined in sections 50.2
and 52.1 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations)), with sig-
nificant improvements compared to reactors
operating on October 19, 2016, including im-
provements such as—

(i) additional inherent safety features;

(ii) lower waste yields;

(iii) improved fuel and material perform-
ance;

(iv) increased tolerance to loss of fuel cool-
ing;

(v) enhanced reliability or improved resil-
ience;

(vi) increased proliferation resistance;

(vii) increased thermal efficiency;

(viii) reduced consumption of cooling
water and other environmental impacts;

(ix) the ability to integrate into electric
applications and nonelectric applications;

(x) modular sizes to allow for deployment
that corresponds with the demand for elec-
tricity or process heat; and

(xi) operational flexibility to respond to
changes in demand for electricity or process
heat and to complement integration with
intermittent renewable energy or energy
storage;

(B) a fusion reactor; and

(C) a radioisotope power system that uti-
lizes heat from radioactive decay to generate
energy.

(2) ALLY OR PARTNER NATION.—The term
‘“‘ally or partner nation’ means—

(A) the Government of any country that is
a member of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development;

(B) the Government of the Republic of
India; and

(C) the Government of any country des-
ignated as an ally or partner nation by the
Secretary of State for purposes of this sub-
title.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committees on Foreign Relations
and Energy and Natural Resources of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committees on Foreign Affairs and
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(4) ASSISTANT.—The term ‘‘Assistant”
means the Assistant to the President and Di-
rector for International Nuclear Energy Pol-
icy described in section 1099C(a)(1)(D).

(5) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘associ-
ated entity’’ means an entity that—
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(A) is owned, controlled, or operated by—

(i) an ally or partner nation; or

(ii) an associated individual; or

(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, a country
described in paragraph (2), including a cor-
poration that is incorporated in a country
described in that paragraph.

(6) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘as-
sociated individual”’ means a foreign na-
tional who is a national of a country de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(7) CIVIL NUCLEAR.—The term ‘‘civil nu-
clear’” means activities relating to—

(A) nuclear plant construction;

(B) nuclear fuel services;

(C) nuclear energy financing;

(D) nuclear plant operations;

(E) nuclear plant regulation;

(F) nuclear medicine;

(G) nuclear safety;

(H) community engagement in areas in
reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;

(I) infrastructure support for nuclear en-
ergy,

(J) nuclear plant decommissioning;

(K) nuclear liability;

(L) safe storage and safe disposal of spent
nuclear fuel;

(M) environmental safeguards;

(N) nuclear nonproliferation and security;
and

(O) technology related to the matters de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (N).

(8) EMBARKING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ means a country that—

(i) does not have a civil nuclear energy pro-
gram;

(ii) is in the process of developing or ex-
panding a civil nuclear energy program, in-
cluding safeguards and a legal and regu-
latory framework, for—

(I) nuclear safety;

(IT) nuclear security;

(IIT) radioactive waste management;

(IV) civil nuclear energy;

(V) environmental safeguards;

(VI) community engagement in areas in
reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;

(VII) nuclear liability; or

(VIII) advanced nuclear reactor licensing;

(iii) is in the process of selecting, devel-
oping, constructing, or utilizing advanced
light water reactors, advanced nuclear reac-
tors, or advanced civil nuclear technologies;
or

(iv) is eligible to receive development lend-
ing from the World Bank.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ does not include—

(i) the People’s Republic of China;

(ii) the Russian Federation;

(iii) the Republic of Belarus;

(iv) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(v) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

(vi) the Republic of Cuba;

(vii) the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;

(viii) the Syrian Arab Republic;

(ix) Burma; or

(x) any other country—

(I) the property or interests in property of
the government of which are blocked pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or

(IT) the government of which the Secretary
of State has determined has repeatedly pro-
vided support for acts of international ter-
rorism for purposes of—

(aa) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a));

(bb) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d));

(cc) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(1) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (60 U.S.C.
4813(c)(1)(A)({@)); or

(dd) any other relevant provision of law.
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(9) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(10) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term
‘“‘spent nuclear fuel” has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(11) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The
term ‘‘U.S. nuclear energy company’’ means
a company that—

(A) is organized under the laws of, or oth-
erwise subject to the jurisdiction of, the
United States; and

(B) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try.

SEC. 1099C. CIVIL NUCLEAR COORDINATION AND
STRATEGY.

(a) WHITE HOUSE FOCAL POINT ON CIVIL NU-
CLEAR COORDINATION.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Given the critical
importance of developing and implementing,
with input from various agencies throughout
the executive branch, a cohesive policy with
respect to international efforts related to
civil nuclear energy, it is the sense of Con-
gress that—

(A) there should be a focal point within the
White House, which may, if determined to be
appropriate, report to the National Security
Council, for coordination on issues relating
to those efforts;

(B) to provide that focal point, the Presi-
dent should establish, within the Executive
Office of the President, an office, to be
known as the “‘Office of the Assistant to the
President and Director for International Nu-
clear Energy Policy’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘“‘Office’’);

(C) the Office should act as a coordinating
office for—

(i) international civil nuclear cooperation;
and

(ii) civil nuclear export strategy;

(D) the Office should be headed by an indi-
vidual appointed as an Assistant to the
President with the title of ‘“Director for
International Nuclear Energy Policy’’; and

(E) the Office should—

(i) coordinate civil nuclear export policies
for the United States;

(ii) develop, in coordination with the offi-
cials described in paragraph (2), a cohesive
Federal strategy for engagement with for-
eign governments (including ally or partner
nations and the governments of embarking
civil nuclear nations), associated entities,
and associated individuals with respect to
civil nuclear exports;

(iii) coordinate with the officials described
in paragraph (2) to ensure that necessary
framework agreements and trade controls re-
lating to civil nuclear materials and tech-
nologies are in place for key markets; and

(iv) develop—

(I) a whole-of-government coordinating
strategy for civil nuclear cooperation;

(IT) a whole-of-government strategy for
civil nuclear exports; and

(III) a whole-of-government approach to
support appropriate foreign investment in
civil nuclear energy projects supported by
the United States in embarking civil nuclear
nations.

(2) OFFICIALS DESCRIBED.—The officials re-
ferred to in paragraph (1)(E) are—

(A) appropriate officials of any Federal
agency that the President determines to be
appropriate; and

(B) appropriate officials representing for-
eign countries and governments, including—

(i) ally or partner nations;

(ii) embarking civil nuclear nations; and

(iii) any other country or government that
the Assistant (if appointed) and the officials
described in subparagraph (A) jointly deter-
mine to be appropriate.

(b) NUCLEAR EXPORTS WORKING GROUP.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
working group, to be known as the ‘‘Nuclear
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Exports Working Group’ (referred to in this
subsection as the ‘‘working group’’).

(2) COMPOSITION.—The working group shall
be composed of—

(A) senior-level Federal officials, selected
internally by the applicable Federal agency
or organization, from any Federal agency or
organization that the President determines
to be appropriate; and

(B) other senior-level Federal officials, se-
lected internally by the applicable Federal
agency or organization, from any other Fed-
eral agency or organization that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

(3) REPORTING.—The working group shall
report to the appropriate White House offi-
cial, which may be the Assistant (if ap-
pointed).

(4) DUTIES.—The working group shall co-
ordinate, not less frequently than quarterly,
with the Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Commerce, the
Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee of the
Department of Energy, and other advisory or
stakeholder groups, as necessary, to main-
tain an accurate and up-to-date knowledge of
the standing of civil nuclear exports from
the United States, including with respect to
meeting the targets established as part of
the 10-year civil nuclear trade strategy de-
scribed in paragraph (5)(A).

(5) STRATEGY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
working group shall establish a 10-year civil
nuclear trade strategy, including biennial
targets for the export of civil nuclear tech-
nologies, including light water and non-light
water reactors and associated equipment and
technologies, civil nuclear materials, and
nuclear fuel that align with meeting inter-
national energy demand while seeking to
avoid or reduce emissions.

(B) COLLABORATION REQUIRED.—In estab-
lishing the strategy under subparagraph (A),
the working group shall collaborate with—

(i) any Federal agency that the President
determines to be appropriate; and

(ii) representatives of private industry.
SEC. 1099D. ENGAGEMENT WITH ALLY OR PART-

NER NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall
launch, in accordance with applicable nu-
clear technology export laws (including reg-
ulations), an international initiative to mod-
ernize the civil nuclear outreach to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations.

(b) FINANCING.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent, acting through an appropriate Federal
official, who may be the Assistant (if ap-
pointed) or the Chief Executive Officer of the
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, if determined to be appropriate, and in
coordination with the officials described in
section 1099C(a)(2), may, if the President de-
termines to be appropriate, seek to establish
cooperative financing relationships for the
export of civil nuclear technology, compo-
nents, materials, and infrastructure to em-
barking civil nuclear nations.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent shall—

(1) assist nongovernmental organizations
and appropriate offices, administrations,
agencies, laboratories, and programs of the
Department of Energy and other relevant
Federal agencies and offices in providing
education and training to foreign govern-
ments in nuclear safety, security, and safe-
guards—

(A) through engagement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; or

(B) independently, if the applicable entity
determines that it would be more advan-
tageous under the circumstances to provide
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the applicable education and training inde-
pendently;

(2) assist the efforts of the International
Atomic Energy Agency to expand the sup-
port provided by the International Atomic
Energy Agency to embarking civil nuclear
nations for nuclear safety, security, and
safeguards;

(3) coordinate the work of the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation
and the Export-Import Bank of the United
States to expand outreach to the private in-
vestment community to create public-pri-
vate financing relationships to assist in the
adoption of civil nuclear technologies by em-
barking civil nuclear nations, including
through exports from the United States;

(4) seek to better coordinate, to the max-
imum extent practicable, the work carried
out by any Federal agency that the Presi-
dent determines to be appropriate; and

(5) coordinate the work of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States to improve
the efficient and effective exporting and im-
porting of civil nuclear technologies and ma-
terials.

SEC. 1099E. COOPERATIVE FINANCING RELA-
TIONSHIPS WITH ALLY OR PARTNER
NATIONS AND EMBARKING CIVIL NU-
CLEAR NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an appropriate White House official,
who may be the Assistant (if appointed), and
the Chief Executive Officer of the United
States International Development Finance
Corporation to coordinate with the officials
described in section 1099C(a)(2) to develop, as
the President determines to be appropriate,
financing relationships with ally or partner
nations to assist in the adoption of civil nu-
clear technologies exported from the United
States or ally or partner nations to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations.

(b) UNITED STATES
CLAUSES.—

(1) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES COMPETI-
TIVENESS CLAUSE.—In this subsection, the
term “United States competitiveness
clause” means any United States competi-
tiveness provision in any agreement entered
into by the Department of Energy, includ-
ing—

(A) a cooperative agreement;

(B) a cooperative research and develop-
ment agreement; and

(C) a patent waiver.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the relevant officials described in
that subsection shall consider the impact of
United States competitiveness clauses on
any financing relationships entered into or
proposed to be entered into under that sub-
section.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary shall facilitate
waivers of United States competitiveness
clauses as necessary to facilitate financing
relationships with ally or partner nations
under subsection (a).

SEC. 1099F. COOPERATION WITH ALLY OR PART-
NER NATIONS ON ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR REACTOR DEMONSTRATION
AND COOPERATIVE RESEARCH FA-
CILITIES FOR CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary and the Secretary of Commerce,
shall conduct bilateral and multilateral
meetings with not fewer than 5 ally or part-
ner nations, with the aim of enhancing nu-
clear energy cooperation among those ally or
partner nations and the United States, for
the purpose of developing collaborative rela-
tionships with respect to research, develop-
ment, licensing, and deployment of advanced
nuclear reactor technologies for civil nuclear
energy.

COMPETITIVENESS
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(b) REQUIREMENT.—The meetings described
in subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a focus on cooperation to demonstrate
and deploy advanced nuclear reactors, with
an emphasis on U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies, during the 10-year period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act to provide
options for addressing energy security and
climate change; and

(2) a focus on developing a memorandum of
understanding or any other appropriate
agreement between the United States and
ally or partner nations with respect to—

(A) the demonstration and deployment of
advanced nuclear reactors; and

(B) the development of cooperative re-
search facilities.

(¢) FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS.—In con-
ducting the meetings described in subsection
(a), the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Secretary of
Commerce, shall seek to develop financing
arrangements to share the costs of the dem-
onstration and deployment of advanced nu-
clear reactors and the development of coop-
erative research facilities with the ally or
partner nations participating in those meet-
ings.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, the Secretary of State, and the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall jointly submit to
Congress a report highlighting potential
partners—

(1) for the establishment of cost-share ar-
rangements described in subsection (c); or

(2) with which the United States may enter
into agreements with respect to—

(A) the demonstration of advanced nuclear
reactors; or

(B) cooperative research facilities.

SEC. 1099G. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY COOPERATION.

Section 959B of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16279b) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘“‘The Secretary’ and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’;

(2) in subsection (a) (as so designated)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘financing,”; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and” after the semicolon
at the end;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘prep-
arations for’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (C)(v), by striking the
period at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) to support, with the concurrence of
the Secretary of State, the safe, secure, and
peaceful use of civil nuclear technology in
countries developing nuclear energy pro-
grams, with a focus on countries that have
increased civil nuclear cooperation with the
Russian Federation or the People’s Republic
of China; and

‘“(4) to promote the fullest utilization of
the reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and
technology of U.S. nuclear energy companies
(as defined in section 1099B of the Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024) in civil
nuclear energy programs outside the United
States through—

‘“(A) bilateral and multilateral arrange-
ments developed and executed with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State that con-
tain commitments for the utilization of the
reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and tech-
nology of U.S. nuclear energy companies (as
defined in that section);

‘(B) the designation of 1 or more U.S. nu-
clear energy companies (as defined in that
section) to implement an arrangement under
subparagraph (A) if the Secretary determines
that the designation is necessary and appro-
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priate to achieve the objectives of this sec-
tion; and

‘“(C) the waiver of any provision of law re-
lating to competition with respect to any ac-
tivity related to an arrangement under sub-
paragraph (A) if the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, determines that a waiv-
er is necessary and appropriate to achieve
the objectives of this section.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The program under
subsection (a) shall be supported in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State and imple-
mented by the Secretary—

‘(1) to facilitate, to the maximum extent
practicable, workshops and expert-based ex-
changes to engage industry, stakeholders,
and foreign governments with respect to
international civil nuclear issues, such as—

“(A) training;

‘(B) financing;

“(C) safety;

‘(D) security;

‘““(E) safeguards;

“(F) liability;

‘(&) advanced fuels;

‘‘(H) operations; and

““(I) options for multinational cooperation
with respect to the disposal of spent nuclear
fuel (as defined in section 2 of the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101));
and

‘(2) in coordination with any Federal agen-
cy that the President determines to be ap-
propriate.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out subsection (a)(3)
$15,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.”.

SEC. 1099H. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR
PROGRAM SUPPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary and the Assistant (if appointed),
shall launch an international initiative (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘initiative’’)
to provide financial assistance to, and facili-
tate the building of technical capacities by,
in accordance with this section, embarking
civil nuclear nations for activities relating
to the development of civil nuclear energy
programs.

(b) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-
tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may award grants of financial as-
sistance to embarking civil nuclear nations
in accordance with this subsection—

(A) for activities relating to the develop-
ment of civil nuclear energy programs; and

(B) to facilitate the building of technical
capacities for those activities.

(2) AMOUNT.—The amount of a grant of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) shall
be not more than $5,500,000.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary and the
Assistant (if appointed), may award—

(A) not more than 1 grant of financial as-
sistance under paragraph (1) to any 1 em-
barking civil nuclear nation each fiscal year;
and

(B) not more than a total of 5 grants of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) to
any 1 embarking civil nuclear nation.

(c) SENIOR ADVISORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-
tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may provide financial assistance to
an embarking civil nuclear nation for the
purpose of contracting with a U.S. nuclear
energy company to hire 1 or more senior ad-
visors to assist the embarking civil nuclear
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nation in establishing a civil nuclear pro-
gram.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—A senior advisor de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall have relevant
experience and qualifications to advise the
embarking civil nuclear nation on, and fa-
cilitate on behalf of the embarking civil nu-
clear nation, 1 or more of the following ac-
tivities:

(A) The development of financing relation-
ships.

(B) The development of a standardized fi-
nancing and project management framework
for the construction of nuclear power plants.

(C) The development of a standardized li-
censing framework for—

(i) light water civil nuclear technologies;
and

(ii) non-light water civil nuclear tech-
nologies and advanced nuclear reactors.

(D) The identification of qualified organi-
zations and service providers.

(E) The identification of funds to support
payment for services required to develop a
civil nuclear program.

(F) Market analysis.

(G) The identification of the safety, secu-
rity, safeguards, and nuclear governance re-
quired for a civil nuclear program.

(H) Risk allocation, risk management, and
nuclear liability.

(I) Technical assessments of nuclear reac-
tors and technologies.

(J) The identification of actions necessary
to participate in a global nuclear liability
regime based on the Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for Nuclear Damage,
with Annex, done at Vienna September 12,
1997 (TIAS 15-415).

(K) Stakeholder engagement.

(L) Management of spent nuclear fuel and
nuclear waste.

(M) Any other major activities to support
the establishment of a civil nuclear program,
such as the establishment of export, financ-
ing, construction, training, operations, and
education requirements.

(3) CLARIFICATION.—Financial assistance
under this subsection may be provided to an
embarking civil nuclear nation in addition
to any financial assistance provided to that
embarking civil nuclear nation under sub-
section (b).

(d) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO EMBARK-
ING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATIONS.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Offices of the Inspectors General for
the Department of State and the Department
of Energy shall coordinate—

(1) to establish and submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a joint stra-
tegic plan to conduct comprehensive over-
sight of activities authorized under this sec-
tion to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse; and

(2) to engage in independent and effective
oversight of activities authorized under this
section through joint or individual audits,
inspections, investigations, or evaluations.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of State to carry out the initiative
$50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.

SEC. 10991. BIENNIAL CABINET-LEVEL INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NU-
CLEAR SAFETY, SECURITY, SAFE-
GUARDS, AND SUSTAINABILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in coordi-
nation with international partners, as deter-
mined by the President, and industry, shall
hold a biennial conference on civil nuclear
safety, security, safeguards, and sustain-
ability (referred to in this section as a ‘‘con-
ference”’).

(b) CONFERENCE FUNCTIONS.—It is the sense
of Congress that each conference should—

(1) be a forum in which ally or partner na-
tions may engage with each other for the
purpose of reinforcing the commitment to—
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(A) nuclear safety,
and sustainability;

(B) environmental safeguards; and

(C) local community engagement in areas
in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; and

(2) facilitate—

(A) the development of—

(i) joint commitments and goals to im-
prove—

(I) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and
sustainability;

(IT) environmental safeguards; and

(ITI) local community engagement in areas
in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;

(ii) stronger international institutions
that support nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, and sustainability;

(iii) cooperative financing relationships to
promote competitive alternatives to Chinese
and Russian financing;

(iv) a standardized financing and project
management framework for the construction
of civil nuclear power plants;

(v) a standardized licensing framework for
civil nuclear technologies;

(vi) a strategy to change internal policies
of multinational development banks, such as
the World Bank, to support the financing of
civil nuclear projects;

(vii) a document containing any lessons
learned from countries that have partnered
with the Russian Federation or the People’s
Republic of China with respect to civil nu-
clear power, including any detrimental out-
comes resulting from that partnership; and

(viii) a global civil nuclear liability re-
gime;

(B) cooperation for enhancing the overall
aspects of civil nuclear power, such as—

(i) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and
sustainability;

(ii) nuclear laws (including regulations);

(iii) waste management;

(iv) quality management systems;

(v) technology transfer;

(vi) human resources development;

(vii) localization;

(viii) reactor operations;

(ix) nuclear liability; and

(x) decommissioning; and

(C) the development and determination of
the mechanisms described in paragraphs (7)
and (8) of section 1099J(a), if the President
intends to establish an Advanced Reactor
Coordination and Resource Center as de-
scribed in that section.

(¢) INPUT FROM INDUSTRY AND GOVERN-
MENT.—It is the sense of Congress that each
conference should include a meeting that
convenes nuclear industry leaders and lead-
ers of government agencies with expertise
relating to nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, or sustainability to discuss best
practices relating to—

(1) the safe and secure use, storage, and
transport of nuclear and radiological mate-
rials;

(2) managing the evolving cyber threat to
nuclear and radiological security; and

(3) the role that the nuclear industry
should play in nuclear and radiological safe-
ty, security, and safeguards, including with
respect to the safe and secure use, storage,
and transport of nuclear and radiological
materials, including spent nuclear fuel and
nuclear waste.

SEC. 1099J. ADVANCED REACTOR COORDINATION
AND RESOURCE CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall con-
sider the feasibility of leveraging existing
activities or frameworks or, as necessary, es-
tablishing a center, to be known as the ‘‘Ad-
vanced Reactor Coordination and Resource
Center” (referred to in this section as the
‘“‘Center”’), for the purposes of—

(1) identifying qualified organizations and
service providers—

(A) for embarking civil nuclear nations;

security, safeguards,
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(B) to develop and assemble documents,
contracts, and related items required to es-
tablish a civil nuclear program; and

(C) to develop a standardized model for the
establishment of a civil nuclear program
that can be used by the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency;

(2) coordinating with countries partici-
pating in the Center and with the Nuclear
Exports Working Group established under
section 1099C(b)—

(A) to identify funds to support payment
for services required to develop a civil nu-
clear program;

(B) to provide market analysis; and

(C) to create—

(i) project structure models;

(ii) models for electricity market analysis;

(iii) models for nonelectric applications
market analysis; and

(iv) financial models;

(3) identifying and developing the safety,
security, safeguards, and nuclear governance
required for a civil nuclear program;

(4) supporting multinational regulatory
standards to be developed by countries with
civil nuclear programs and experience;

(5) developing and strengthening commu-
nications, engagement, and consensus-build-
ng;

(6) carrying out any other major activities
to support export, financing, education, con-
struction, training, and education require-
ments relating to the establishment of a
civil nuclear program;

(7) developing mechanisms for how to fund
and staff the Center; and

(8) determining mechanisms for the selec-
tion of the location or locations of the Cen-
ter.

(b) OBJECTIVE.—The President shall carry
out subsection (a) with the objective of es-
tablishing the Center if the President deter-
mines that it is feasible to do so.

SEC. 1099K. STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE FUND
WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
working group, to be known as the ‘‘Stra-
tegic Infrastructure Fund Working Group”’
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘working
group’’) to provide input on the feasibility of
establishing a program to support strategi-
cally important capital-intensive infrastruc-
ture projects.

(b) COMPOSITION.—The working group shall
be—

(1) led by a White House official, who may
be the Assistant (if appointed), who shall
serve as the White House focal point with re-
spect to matters relating to the working
group; and

(2) composed of—

(A) senior-level Federal officials, selected
by the head of the applicable Federal agency
or organization, from any Federal agency or
organization that the President determines
to be appropriate;

(B) other senior-level Federal officials, se-
lected by the head of the applicable Federal
agency or organization, from any other Fed-
eral agency or organization that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate; and

(C) any senior-level Federal official se-
lected by the White House official described
in paragraph (1) from any Federal agency or
organization.

(¢c) REPORTING.—The working group shall
report to the National Security Council.

(d) DuTIES.—The working group shall—

(1) provide direction and advice to the offi-
cials described in section 1099C(a)(2)(A) and
appropriate Federal agencies, as determined
by the working group, with respect to the es-
tablishment of a Strategic Infrastructure
Fund (referred to in this subsection as the
“Fund”’) to be used—

(A) to support those aspects of projects re-
lating to—
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(i) civil nuclear technologies; and

(ii) microprocessors; and

(B) for strategic investments identified by
the working group; and

(2) address critical areas in determining
the appropriate design for the Fund, includ-
ing—

(A) transfer of assets to the Fund;

(B) transfer of assets from the Fund;

(C) how assets in the Fund should be in-
vested; and

(D) governance and implementation of the
Fund.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
working group shall submit to the commit-
tees described in paragraph (2) a report on
the findings of the working group that in-
cludes suggested legislative text for how to
establish and structure a Strategic Infra-
structure Fund.

(2) COMMITTEES DESCRIBED.—The commit-
tees referred to in paragraph (1) are—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, the Committee on Armed
Services, the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works, and the Committee
on Finance of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology,
and the Committee on Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives.

(3) ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUND.—The re-
port submitted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude suggested legislative language requir-
ing all expenditures from a Strategic Infra-
structure Fund established in accordance
with this section to be administered by the
Secretary of State (or a designee of the Sec-
retary of State).

SEC. 1099L. JOINT ASSESSMENT BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND INDIA ON NU-
CLEAR LIABILITY RULES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies,
shall establish and maintain within the U.S.-
India Strategic Security Dialogue a joint
consultative mechanism with the Govern-
ment of the Republic of India that convenes
on a recurring basis—

(1) to assess the implementation of the
Agreement for Cooperation between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of India Concerning Peace-
ful Uses of Nuclear Energy, signed at Wash-
ington October 10, 2008 (TIAS 08-1206);

(2) to discuss opportunities for the Repub-
lic of India to align domestic nuclear liabil-
ity rules with international norms; and

(3) to develop a strategy for the United
States and the Republic of India to pursue
bilateral and multilateral diplomatic en-
gagements related to analyzing and imple-
menting those opportunities.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for 5 years, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the
heads of other relevant Federal departments
and agencies, shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report that de-
scribes the joint assessment developed pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(1).

SEC. 1099M. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this subtitle may be construed
to alter or otherwise affect the interpreta-
tion or implementation of section 123 of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153).

SA 3198. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill H.R. 7024, to make im-
provements to the child tax credit, to
provide tax incentives to promote eco-
nomic growth, to provide special rules
for the taxation of certain residents of
Taiwan with income from sources with-
in the United States, to provide tax re-
lief with respect to certain Federal dis-
asters, to make improvements to the
low-income housing tax credit, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title I, insert the following:
SEC. 106. REDUCTION OF THRESHOLD AMOUNT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24(h)(3) is amend-
ed by striking ‘$400,000 in the case of a joint
return ($200,000 in any other case)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘$150,000 in the case of a joint return
(875,000 in any other case)’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2022.

SA 3199. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 2836. LAND CONVEYANCE AND AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR INTERIM LEASE, DEFENSE
FUEL SUPPORT POINT SAN PEDRO,
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of the Navy (in this section referred
to as the ‘‘Secretary’), may convey to the
city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita,
California, or both, at a cost less than fair
market value, all right, title, and interest of
the United States in and to parcels of real
property, including any improvements there-
in or thereon, known as the ballfields and
the firing range at Naval Weapons Station
Seal Beach, Defense Fuel Support Point, San
Pedro, California, as further described in
subsection (h), for the purposes of permitting
the city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita
(as appropriate) to use such conveyed parcel
of real property for park and recreational ac-
tivities or law enforcement affiliated pur-
poses, as set forth in subsection (e).

(b) INTERIM LEASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Until such time as a par-
cel of real property described in subsection
(a) is conveyed to the city of Los Angeles or
the city of Lomita (as appropriate), the Sec-
retary may lease such parcel or a portion of
such parcel to either the city of Los Angeles
or the city of Lomita at no cost for a term
of not more than 3 years.

(2) LIMITATION.—If the conveyance under
subsection (a) of a parcel leased under para-
graph (1), is not completed within the period
of the lease term, the Secretary shall have
no further obligation to make any part of
such parcel available for use by the city of
Los Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate).

(¢) CONSIDERATION.—

(1) CONSIDERATION REQUIRED.—AS consider-
ation for a conveyance under subsection (a),
the city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita
(as appropriate) shall pay to the Secretary
an amount determined by the Secretary,
which may consist of cash payment, in-kind
consideration as described under paragraph
(2), or a combination thereof.
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(2) IN-KIND CONSIDERATION.—In-kind consid-
eration provided by the city of Los Angeles
or the city of Lomita (as appropriate) under
this subsection may include—

(A) the acquisition, construction, provi-
sion, improvement, maintenance, repair, or
restoration (including environmental res-
toration), or combination thereof, of any
property, facility, or infrastructure with
proximity to Naval Weapons Station Seal
Beach, that the Secretary considers accept-
able; or

(B) the delivery of services relating to the
needs of Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach
that the Secretary considers acceptable.

(3) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED FOR
CONVEYANCE.—Cash payments received under
paragraph (1) as reimbursement for costs in-
curred by the Secretary to carry out a con-
veyance under subsection (a) shall be—

(A) credited to and merged with the fund
or account used to cover the costs incurred
by the Secretary in carrying out the convey-
ance or an appropriate fund or account avail-
able to the Secretary for the purposes for
which the costs were paid; and

(B) available for the same purposes and
subject to the same conditions and limita-
tions as amounts in such fund or account.

(4) PAYMENT OF COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—

(A) PAYMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary
shall require the city of Los Angeles or the
city of Lomita (as appropriate) to cover
costs (except costs for environmental reme-
diation of the property) to be incurred by the
Secretary, or to reimburse the Secretary for
costs incurred by the Secretary, to carry out
a conveyance under subsection (a) or an
inteirm lease under subsection (b), including
costs for environmental and real estate due
diligence and any other administrative costs
related to the conveyance or lease execution.

(B) REFUND OF EXCESS AMOUNTS.—If
amounts collected from the city of Los Ange-
les or the city of Lomita under subparagraph
(A) exceed the costs actually incurred by the
Secretary to carry out a conveyance under
subsection (a) or an interim lease execution
under subsection (b), the Secretary shall re-
fund the excess amount to the city of Los
Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate).

(d) VALUATION.—The values of the property
interests to be conveyed by the Secretary
under subsection (a) shall be determined by
an independent appraiser selected by the
Secretary and in accordance with the Uni-
form Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice.

(e) CONDITIONS OF CONVEYANCE.—A convey-
ance under subsection (a) shall be subject to
all existing easements, restrictions, and cov-
enants of record and the following condi-
tions:

(1) The parcels of real property described in
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (h) shall
be used solely for park and recreational ac-
tivities, which may include ancillary uses
such as vending and restrooms.

(2) The parcel of real property described in
paragraph (3) of subsection (h) shall be used
solely for law enforcement affiliated pur-
poses.

(3) The city of Los Angeles or the city of
Lomita (as appropriate) may not use Federal
funds to cover any portion of the amounts
required by subsection (c) to be paid.

(f) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines at any time that a parcel of real prop-
erty conveyed under subsection (a) is not
being used in accordance with the purpose of
the conveyance specified in this section, all
right, title, and interest in and to the land,
including any improvements thereon, shall,
at the option of the Secretary, revert to and
become the property of the United States,
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and the United States shall have the right of
immediate entry onto such real property.

(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING.—A deter-
mination by the Secretary under paragraph
(1) shall be made on the record after an op-
portunity for a hearing.

(g) CONVEYANCE AGREEMENT.—A convey-
ance of land under subsection (a) shall be ac-
complished—

(1) using a quitclaim deed or other legal in-
strument; and

(2) upon terms and conditions mutually
satisfactory to the Secretary and the city of
Los Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate), including such additional terms and
conditions as the Secretary considers appro-
priate to protect the interests of the United
States.

(h) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The parcels
of real property that may be conveyed under
subsection (a) are the following:

(1) The City of Lomita Ballfield Parcel
consisting of approximately 5.7 acres.

(2) The City of Los Angeles Ballfield Par-
cels consisting of approximately 15.3 acres.

(3) The firing range located at 2981 North
Gaffey Street, San Pedro, California, con-
sisting of approximately 3.2 acres.

(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section affects the application of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.).

SA 3200. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7024, to make im-
provements to the child tax credit, to
provide tax incentives to promote eco-
nomic growth, to provide special rules
for the taxation of certain residents of
Taiwan with income from sources with-
in the United States, to provide tax re-
lief with respect to certain Federal dis-
asters, to make improvements to the
low-income housing tax credit, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title I, insert the following:
SEC. 106. ENSURING THAT CHILD TAX CREDIT
DOES NOT EXCEED PROJECTED

COST.

(a) REDUCTION OF CHILD TAX CREDIT IN
CASE OF UNANTICIPATED DEFICIT INCREASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of the first
taxable year beginning after any applicable
fiscal year for which there is an unantici-
pated deficit increase, the amount of the
credit allowable under section 24 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to
such taxable year shall be reduced by an
amount equal to the applicable percentage of
the amount of the credit otherwise allowable
under such section (as determined without
regard to this section) with respect to such
taxable year.

(2) NONAPPLICATION TO SUBSEQUENT TAX-
ABLE YEARS.—Any reduction pursuant to
paragraph (1) in the amount of the credit al-
lowable under section 24 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 for a taxable year shall not
apply to any subsequent taxable year.

(b) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subsection
(a), with respect to any applicable fiscal
year, the applicable percentage shall be the
amount (expressed as a percentage) equal to
the quotient of—

(A) the unanticipated deficit increase with
respect to such fiscal year, divided by

(B) the projected child tax credit cost for
such fiscal year.

(2) DETERMINATION.—

(A) TREASURY REPORT.—Not later than
July 31 of each applicable fiscal year, the
Secretary shall, based on the most recent in-
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formation available, submit a report to Con-
gress containing—

(i) an estimate of the total amount of cred-
its allowed to all taxpayers under section 24
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for the
taxable year ending during such fiscal year,

(ii) a determination as to whether there
was an unanticipated deficit increase for
such fiscal year, and

(iii) in the case of a determination under
clause (ii) that there was an unanticipated
deficit increase for such fiscal year, the pro-
jected applicable percentage with respect to
the first taxable year beginning after such
fiscal year.

(B) CBO REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the issuance of the report described in
subparagraph (A), the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office shall publish a re-
port containing—

(I) estimates and determinations, as made
by the Congressional Budget Office in con-
sultation with the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, with respect to the items described in
clauses (i) through (iii) of subparagraph (A),
and

(IT) an explanation of any differences be-
tween the estimates and determinations de-
scribed in subclause (I) and the estimates
and determinations described in subpara-
graph (A).

(ii) PROVISION OF NECESSARY INFORMA-
TION.—Notwithstanding section 6103(j)(6) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the Sec-
retary shall provide the Congressional Budg-
et Office with any return information nec-
essary to prepare the report described in
clause (i), provided that such information is
provided in a manner to ensure that such in-
formation cannot be associated with, or oth-
erwise identify, directly or indirectly, a par-
ticular taxpayer.

(C) RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTING ESTI-
MATES.—In preparing the report required
under subparagraph (D)—

(i) the Secretary shall review the report
described in subparagraph (B)(i), and

(ii) if the Secretary determines that there
is a significant difference between the re-
ports described in subparagraphs (A) and
(B)(i), the Secretary shall consult with the
Committee on Finance of the Senate and the
Committee on Ways and Means of the House
of Representatives regarding that difference,
which shall include, to the extent prac-
ticable, written communication to those
committees that affords such committees
the opportunity to comment before the
issuance of the report described in subpara-
graph (D).

(D) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 45 days
after the publication of the report described
in subparagraph (B)(i), if the Secretary de-
termines that there was an unanticipated
deficit increase for the applicable fiscal year
described in subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall publish on the public website of the In-
ternal Revenue Service—

(i) the applicable percentage with respect
to the first taxable year beginning after such
fiscal year, and

(ii) the resulting reduction in the amount
of the credit allowable under section 24 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for such
taxable year.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICABLE FISCAL YEAR.—The term
‘‘applicable fiscal year” means fiscal year
2024 and each of the 9 succeeding fiscal years.

(2) PROJECTED CHILD TAX CREDIT COST.—The
term ‘‘projected child tax credit cost”
means, with respect to any fiscal year, the
sum of—

(A) the estimated cost to the Government
for such fiscal year attributable to section 24
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 in the
Budget and Economic Outlook: 2024 to 2034
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Supplemental Revenue Projections of the
Congressional Budget Office, published Feb-
ruary 7, 2024, and

(B) the amount equal to the sum of—

(i) the absolute value of the amount of the
reduction in revenue attributable to this
title in the Congressional Budget Office cost
estimate for H.R. 7024, Tax Relief for Amer-
ican Families and Workers Act of 2024, as
published January 25, 2024, for such fiscal
year, and

(ii) the amount of direct spending attrib-
utable to this title in the Congressional
Budget Office cost estimate for H.R. 7024,
Tax Relief for American Families and Work-
ers Act of 2024, as published January 25, 2024,
for such fiscal year.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Treasury or the
Secretary’s delegate.

(4) UNANTICIPATED DEFICIT INCREASE.—The
term “unanticipated deficit increase”
means, with respect to any fiscal year, the
excess (if any) of—

(A) the sum of—

(i) the absolute value of the amount of the
reduction in revenue attributable to section
24 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for
such fiscal year, and

(ii) the amount of direct spending attrib-
utable to section 24 of such Code for such fis-
cal year, over

(B) the projected child tax credit cost for
such fiscal year.

SA 3201. Ms. COLLINS proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 133, to extend
the National Alzheimer’s Project; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘NAPA Reau-
thorization Act”.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROJECT.

Section 2 of the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act (42 U.S.C. 11225) is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and co-
ordination of”’ and inserting ‘‘on, and coordi-
nation of,”’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively; and

(ii) by inserting before subparagraph (B),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘“(A) promotion of healthy aging and reduc-
tion and mitigation of risk factors for Alz-
heimer’s;”’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and other underserved
populations, including individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities such as Down syn-
drome,”” after ‘‘populations’; and

(ii) by striking ‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (7); and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘(6) provide information on, and promote
the adoption of, healthy behaviors that may
reduce the risk of cognitive decline and pro-
mote and protect cognitive health; and’’;

(2) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) by inserting ¢, across public and pri-
vate sectors,” after ‘‘Nation’s progress’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, including consideration
of public-private collaborations, as appro-
priate’” before the period;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the
end the following:

‘‘(xi) A designee of the Department of Jus-
tice.
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“‘(xii) A designee of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

‘(xiii) A designee of the Social Security
Administration.

‘““(xiv) 2 or more other designees, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, at least one of whom has
expertise in risk factors associated with the
development or the progression of Alz-
heimer’s.””; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘12"’ and inserting ‘‘15”’;

(IT) in clause (v)—

(aa) by striking ‘2 researchers’ and insert-
ing ‘3 researchers’; and

(bb) by striking *‘; and’’ and inserting ‘, in-
cluding at least one researcher with dem-
onstrated experience in recruitment and re-
tention of underrepresented groups into re-
search or clinical trials related to demen-
tia;’’;

(ITIT) in clause (vi), by striking the period
and inserting a semicolon; and

(IV) by adding at the end the following:

“(vii) 1 individual with a diagnosis of Alz-
heimer’s disease; and

‘“(viii) 1 representative from a historically
underserved population whose lifetime risk
for developing Alzheimer’s is markedly high-
er than that of other populations.”;

(B) in paragraph (5)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘an initial evaluation” and
inserting ‘‘annual evaluations’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘research, clinical’’ and in-
serting ‘‘research, risk reduction, public
health, clinical’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘ini-
tial’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘initial’’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘and reduce
disparities’ before the semicolon; and

(iv) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘an-
nually thereafter, an evaluation’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘annual evaluations’; and

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘2025’ and
inserting ‘2035°’;

(4) in subsection (g)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by adding ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon;

(i1) by striking ‘‘that includes an evalua-
tion” and inserting ‘‘that includes—

‘“(A) an evaluation;”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) a summary of the Secretary’s process
for identifying and updating what conditions
constitute Alzheimer’s disease;”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)(A)(ii), by inserting
“and reduce disparities’ before the semi-
colon; and

(5) in subsection (h), by striking ‘2025’ and
inserting “2035°°.

SA 3202. Mr. CORNYN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XV, add the following:
Subtitle E—SAFE Orbit Act
SEC. 1549. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Situa-
tional Awareness of Flying Elements in
Orbit Act’ or the “SAFE Orbit Act”.
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SEC. 1550. SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS AND
SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall facilitate safe operations in
space and encourage the development of
commercial space capabilities by acquiring
and disseminating unclassified data, ana-
lytics, information, and services on space ac-
tivities.

(b) ACQUISITION OF DATA.—The Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Space Commerce
(established under section 50702(b) of title 51,
United States Code, as amended by section
1551) is authorized to acquire—

(1) data, analytics, information, and serv-
ices, including with respect to—

(A) location tracking data;

(B) positional and orbit determination in-
formation; and

(C) conjunction data messages; and

(2) such other data, analytics, information,
and services as the Secretary of Commerce
determines necessary to avoid collisions of
space objects.

(c) DATABASE ON SATELLITE LOCATION AND
BEHAVIOR.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce shall provide ac-
cess for the public, at no charge, a fully up-
dated, unclassified database of information
concerning space objects and behavior, which
shall include—

(1) the data and information acquired
under subsection (b), except to the extent
that such data or information is classified or
a trade secret (as defined in section 1839 of
title 18, United States Code); and

(2) the provision of basic space situational
awareness services and space traffic coordi-
nation based on the data referred to in para-
graph (1), including basic analytics, tracking
calculations, and conjunction data messages.

(d) BASIC SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
SERVICES.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce—

(1) shall provide to satellite operators, at
no charge, basic space situational awareness
services, including the data, analytics, infor-
mation, and services described in subsection
(0);

(2) in carrying out paragraph (1), may not
compete with private sector space situa-
tional awareness products, to the maximum
extent practicable; and

(3) not less frequently than every 3 years,
shall review the Dbasic space situational
awareness services described in paragraph (1)
to ensure that such services provided by the
Federal Government do not compete with
space situational awareness services offered
by the private sector.

(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR DATA ACQUISITION
AND DISSEMINATION.—In acquiring data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
section (b) and disseminating data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
sections (c) and (d), the Assistant Secretary
of Commerce for Space Commerce shall—

(1) leverage commercial capabilities to the
maximum extent practicable;

(2) prioritize the acquisition of data, ana-
lytics, information, and services from com-
mercial industry located in or licensed in the
United States to supplement data collected
by United States Government agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Defense and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion;

(3) appropriately protect proprietary data,
information, and systems of firms located in
the United States, including by using appro-
priate infrastructure and cybersecurity
measures, including measures set forth in
the most recent version of the Cybersecurity
Framework, or successor document, main-
tained by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology;

(4) facilitate the development of standard-
ization and consistency in data reporting, in
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collaboration with satellite owners and oper-
ators, commercial space situational aware-
ness data and service providers, the aca-
demic community, nonprofit organizations,
and the Director of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology; and

(5) encourage foreign governments to par-
ticipate in unclassified data sharing arrange-
ments for space situational awareness and
space traffic coordination.

(f) OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.—In car-
rying out the activities required by this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Commerce shall enter
into such contracts, leases, cooperative
agreements, or other transactions as may be
necessary.

SEC. 1551. OFFICE OF SPACE COMMERCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 50701 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§50701. Definitions

““In this chapter:

‘(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘As-
sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Space Commerce.

‘“(2) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means
the Bureau of Space Commerce established
under section 50702.

¢“(3) ORBITAL DEBRIS.—The term ‘orbital de-
bris’—

“(A) means—

‘(i) any human-made space object orbiting
Earth that—

‘“(I) no longer serves an intended purpose;

‘“(IT) has reached the end of its mission; or

‘“(III) is incapable of safe maneuver or op-
eration; and

‘“(ii) a rocket body and other hardware left
in orbit as a result of normal launch and
operational activities; and

‘“(B) includes fragmentation debris pro-
duced by failure or collision of human-made
space objects.

‘“(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

‘“(b) SPACE OBJECT.—The term ‘space ob-
ject’ means any object launched into space
or created in space robotically or by humans,
including the component parts of such an ob-
ject.

‘(6) SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The
term ‘space situational awareness’ means—

“(A) the identification, characterization,
tracking, and the predicted movement and
behavior of space objects and orbital debris;
and

‘(B) the understanding of the space oper-
ational environment.

“(7T) SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.—The
term ‘space traffic coordination’ means the
planning, assessment, and coordination of
activities to enhance the safety, stability,
and sustainability of operations in the space
environment.”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 507 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by striking the item
relating to section 50701 and inserting the
following:
¢50701. Definitions.”.

(b) TRANSITION OF OFFICE TO BUREAU.—Sub-
section (a) of section 50702 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, which,
not later than 5 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, shall be elevated by
the Secretary of Commerce from an office
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to a bureau reporting
directly to the Office of the Secretary of
Commerce’.

(c) ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF BUREAU.—
Subsection (c) of such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and” and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
at the end and inserting *‘; and’’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) to perform space situational awareness
and space traffic management duties pursu-
ant to the SAFE Orbit Act.”.

(d) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
FOR SPACE COMMERCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended to read as follows:

“(b) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The Bureau
shall be headed by the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Space Commerce, who shall—

‘(1) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;

‘(2) report directly to the Secretary of
Commerce; and

‘“(3) have a rate of pay that is equal to the
rate payable for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 50702(d) of title 51, United
States Code, is amended—

(i) in the subsection heading, by striking
“DIRECTOR’ and inserting ‘‘ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY’’; and

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘Director” and inserting ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary”’.

(B) Section 5315 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retaries of Commerce (11)” and inserting
‘“Assistant Secretaries of Commerce (12)”.

(3) REFERENCES.—On and after the date of
the enactment of this Act, any reference in
any law or regulation to the Director of the
Office of Space Commerce shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Space Commerce.

(e) TRANSITION REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
that sets forth transition and continuity of
operations plans for the functional and ad-
ministrative transfer of the Office of Space
Commerce from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to a bureau re-
porting to the Office of the Secretary of
Commerce.

(2) GOAL.—The goal of transition and con-
tinuity of operations planning shall be to
minimize the cost and administrative burden
of establishing the Bureau of Space Com-
merce while maximizing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the functions and respon-
sibilities of the Bureau of Space Commerce,
in accordance with this section and the
amendments made by this section.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

SA 3203. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. IMPROVING CYBERSECURITY AND

TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF THE U.S.
ACADEMIC RESEARCH FLEET.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) U.S. ACADEMIC RESEARCH FLEET.—The
term “U.S. Academic Research Fleet’’ means
the United States-flagged vessels that—

(A) have been accepted into, and are active
participants administered within, the Uni-
versity-National Oceanographic Laboratory
System;

(B) are operated as oceanographic research
vessels by research universities and labora-
tories;

(C) receive funding from the National
Science Foundation; and

(D) have achieved designation as a member
vessel through a standard evaluation proc-
ess.

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion.

(3) OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH VESSEL.—The
term ‘‘oceanographic research vessel’” has
the meaning given the term in section 2101 of
title 46, United States Code.

(b) PLAN TO IMPROVE CYBERSECURITY AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF U.S. ACADEMIC RE-
SEARCH FLEET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall, in consultation with the head of
any Federal agency, university, or labora-
tory that owns or operates a vessel of the
U.S. Academic Research Fleet, submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Space, Science, and Technology of
the House of Representatives a plan to im-
prove the cybersecurity and telecommuni-
cations of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include—

(A) an assessment of the telecommuni-
cations and networking needs of the U.S.
Academic Research Fleet, consistent with
the typical scientific mission of that vessel;

(B) in accordance with guidance issued by
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency and the National Institute for
Standards and Technology, an assessment of
cybersecurity needs appropriate for—

(i) the ownership of vessels within the U.S.
Academic Research Fleet; and

(ii) the typical research functions and top-
ics of such vessels;

(C) an assessment of the costs necessary to
meet the needs described in subparagraphs
(A) and (B), including—

(i) any necessary equipment, such as sat-
ellite communications equipment, software,
high-performance computing clusters ship-
board and shoreside, or enterprise hardware;
and

(ii) estimated personnel costs in excess of
current expenditures, including any nec-
essary training, support, or logistics;

(D) an assessment of the time required to
implement any upgrades required to meet
the needs described in subparagraphs (A) and
(B) under varying budgets and funding sce-
narios;

(E) the adoption of common solutions or
consortial licensing agreements, or by cen-
tralizing elements of fleet cybersecurity,
telecommunications or data management at
a single facility; and

(F) in consultation with any non-Federal
owners of a vessel of the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet, a spending plan for the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Office of
Naval Research, non-Federal owners of ves-
sels of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet,
users of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet,
or any combination thereof, to provide fund-
ing to cover the costs described in subpara-
graph (C).

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Director shall, in
preparing the plan required by paragraph (1),
consider—

(A) the network -capabilities, including
speed and bandwidth targets, necessary to
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meet the scientific mission needs of each
class of vessel within the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet for such purposes as—

(i) executing the critical functions and
communications of the vessel;

(ii) providing network access for the health
and well-being of deployed personnel, includ-
ing communications to conduct telemedicine
(including mental health care), counseling,
interviews with crisis response providers,
and other remote individual care and serv-
ices;

(iii) as necessary to meet operations,
uploading any scientific data to a shoreside
server, including the copying of data off ship
for disaster recovery or risk mitigation pur-
poses;

(iv) as appropriate, conducting real-time
streaming to enable shore-based observers to
participate in ship-based maintenance or re-
search activities;

(v) real-time coordinated viewing of—

(I) scientific instrumentation so that it is
possible to conduct scientific surveys and
seafloor mapping with fully remote subject-
matter experts; and

(IT) critical operational technology by
manufacturers and vendors so that it is pos-
sible to carry out maintenance and repairs
to systems with limited expertise on the ves-
sel, with fully remote subject-matter experts
advising; and

(vi) as appropriate, enabling video commu-
nications to allow improved outreach to, and
other educational services for, k-12 students,
including occasional remote classroom
teaching for instructors at sea to improve
oceanographic access for students; and

(B) in consultation with the Director of the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Standards and Technology, and the
heads of other Federal agencies, as appro-
priate—

(i) the cybersecurity recommendations in
the report of the private scientific advisory
group known as JASON entitled ‘‘Cybersecu-
rity at NSF Major Facilities” (JSR-21-10E)
and dated October 2021 as applied to the U.S.
Academic Research Fleet;

(ii) aligning with international standards
and guidance for information security, in-
cluding the use of encryption for sensitive
information, the detection and handling of
security incidents, and other areas deter-
mined relevant by the Director;

(iii) facilitating access to cybersecurity
personnel and training of research and sup-
port personnel; and

(iv) the requirements for controlled unclas-
sified or classified information.

SA 3204. Mr. PADILLA (for himself
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION  —NATIONAL EARTHQUAKE
HAZARDS REDUCTION PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION

SEC.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Na-
tional Earthquake Hazards Reduction Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2024

01. SHORT TITLE.
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SEC. 02. MODIFICATION OF FINDINGS.

Section 2 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7701) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘50 States, and the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico,” and inserting
‘“‘States and Tribal jurisdictions’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘of them” and inserting
“States’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following: ‘“Al-
most half of the United States population re-
sides in areas that are at risk or experi-
encing a damaging earthquake during the 50-
year period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of the National Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Program Reauthorization Act of
2024"’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting after the first sentence the
following: ‘A 2023 report by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the
United States Geological Survey (FEMA P-
366) estimates the annualized earthquake
losses to the national building stock is
$14,700,000,000 per year and the total eco-
nomic exposure to earthquake losses (build-
ings and contents) across the nation is
$107,800,000,000,000.”’; and

(B) in the third sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘and construction’ and in-
serting ‘¢, construction, evaluation, and ret-
rofitting’’;

(ii) by striking “‘and (E)”’ and inserting the
following: ‘‘(HE) inventories of buildings and
infrastructure with high seismic risk, espe-
cially those that are critical to community
resilience, (F) programs that require or
incentivize replacement or retrofit of exist-
ing buildings and infrastructure with high
seismic risk, especially those that are crit-
ical to community resilience, and (G)”’;

(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Tribal,”
after ‘‘local,’’;

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘could pro-
vide’ and all that follows through the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘is necessary to pro-
vide the scientific understanding needed to
improve and expand the earthquake early
warning system.”’;

(5) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘cave-ins’’
and inserting ‘‘collapse’’;

(6) in paragraph (9)—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘“‘and
local” and inserting ‘‘local, and Tribal gov-
ernment’’; and

(B) in the second sentence, by striking
‘“transfer knowledge and information to”’
and inserting ‘‘exchange knowledge and in-
formation between’’; and

(C) in the third sentence, by striking
‘“‘specifications, criteria” and inserting
“‘guidelines, codes, standards’’;

(7) in paragraph (12)—

(A) in the second sentence—

(i) by striking ‘“When earthquakes occur,
the built environment is generally’” and in-
serting ‘‘Relatively newer buildings and in-
frastructure have generally been’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“and is”’ and inserting
“when earthquakes occur, but most are’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following: ‘“‘In
addition, buildings and infrastructure built
to older codes and standards may pose sig-
nificant risk of injury, loss of life, or irrep-
arable damage. A 2021 report submitted to
Congress pursuant to section 8(b), as amend-
ed by section 5 of the National Earthquake
Hazards Reduction Program Reauthorization
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-307), by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency and the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (FEMA P2090/NST SP-1254) provides
recommendations for improving post-earth-
quake functional recovery time of the built
environment to support community resil-
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ience goals and many of these recommenda-
tions still need to be implemented.’’; and

(8) in paragraph (13)—

(A) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘in
2011 after ‘‘a study’’;

(B) in the second sentence, by inserting
““(in 2011 dollars)’’ after ‘“$300,000,000°"; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
“The cost of actual seismic retrofits to re-
duce known risks is not included in such
valuation.”.

SEC. _ 03. MODIFICATION OF PURPOSE.

Section 3 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7702) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and local” and inserting
‘¢, local, and Tribal government’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘locations and structures”
and inserting ‘‘buildings and infrastructure’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and construction’ and in-
serting ‘‘, construction, evaluation, and ret-
rofitting’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘housing and care facili-
ties for vulnerable populations,’ after ‘‘occu-
pancy buildings’’; and

(3) in paragraph (4)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and local” and inserting
‘¢, local, and Tribal government’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘encourage consideration
of”’ and inserting ‘‘incorporate’’.

SEC. _ 04. MODIFICATION OF DEFINITIONS.

Section 4 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7703) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting *‘, includ-
ing secondary effects such as earthquake-
caused tsunamis’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(11) The term ‘Tribal government’ has the
meaning given the term ‘tribal government’
in section in section 421 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 658).

““(12) The term ‘functional recovery’ means
a post-earthquake performance state in
which a building or lifeline infrastructure
system is maintained, or restored, to safely
and adequately support the basic intended
functions associated with the pre-earthquake
use or occupancy of a building, or the pre-
earthquake service level of a lifeline infra-
structure system.

““(13) The term ‘earthquake forecast’ means
a statement of probabilities that 1 or more
earthquakes within a clearly specified mag-
nitude range may occur within a specified
time interval and geographic region.”’.

SEC. 05. IMPROVEMENTS TO NATIONAL
EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS REDUCTION
PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Subsection (a)(2)
of section 5 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7704) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the matter before clause (i)—

(i) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting *‘,
local, and Tribal’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and constructing’”’ and in-
serting ‘¢, designing, constructing, evalu-
ating, and retrofitting’’;

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows:

‘(i) development of standards, guidelines,
and voluntary standards, guidelines, and
consensus codes for earthquake hazards re-
duction for buildings, structures, and lifeline
infrastructure, including post-earthquake re-
covery-based performance objectives that ad-
dress reoccupancy and downtime of commu-
nity-prioritized buildings, structures, and
services provided by lifeline infrastructure;’’;

(C) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and hazards
reduction; and”’ and inserting ‘‘functional re-
covery, and other hazards reduction topics;’’;

(D) in clause (iv)—
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(i) by inserting ‘“‘and maintaining” after
“publishing”’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘in coordination with the
National Tsunami Hazards Mitigation Pro-
gram, tsunami susceptibility,” after ‘‘lique-
faction susceptibility,”; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(v) subject to the availability of funds, de-
velopment of best practices and guidelines to
create an inventory of and conduct seismic
performance evaluations of buildings, struc-
tures, and lifeline infrastructure with high
seismic risk, especially those that are crit-
ical to community resilience; and

“(vi) subject to the availability of funds,
the provision of technical assistance upon re-
quest by a State, local, or Tribal government
regarding—

““(I) the creation of an inventory of build-
ings, structures, and lifeline infrastructure;

“(IT) the performance of seismic perform-
ance evaluations; and

“(IIT) cost-effective best practices for ret-
rofitting existing buildings, structures, and
lifeline infrastructure.”’;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking *‘; and”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

(D) improve the understanding of—

‘(i) the multiple hazards associated with
earthquakes, including liquefaction,
tsunamis, landslides, structural fires, and
the compounding effects of climate on these
hazards; and

‘‘(ii) potential mitigation measures for
such hazards; and’’.

(b) DUTIES OF INTERAGENCY COORDINATING
COMMITTEE ON EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS REDUC-
TION.—Subsection (a)(3)(D)(ii) of such section
is amended—

(1) in subclause (V), by inserting ‘‘and asso-
ciated secondary hazards’ before the period
at the end; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(VIII) Coordinating with the Chair of the
Federal Communications Commission on the
timely broadcasting of emergency alerts
generated by the earthquake early warning
system.”.

(c) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Subsection (a)(4)(A)
of such section is amended by striking
“under paragraph (3)(D)(A)(I)”’ each place it

appears and inserting ‘‘under paragraph
@D)EDHID)”.
(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Subsection

(a)(5)(A) of such section is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the Scientific
Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee
and” after ‘“‘including’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘and local government’’ and
inserting ‘¢, local, and Tribal governments’’;
and

3 by
entific,”.

(e) LEAD AGENCY FOR RESPONSIBILITIES OF
PROGRAM AGENCIES.—Subsection (b)(1) of
such section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and local” and inserting
“‘local, and Tribal governments’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘plan and constructing’’
and inserting ‘‘planning, designing, con-
structing, evaluating, and retrofitting’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and
(D) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

‘“(C) improve the understanding of earth-
quake-caused fires and support the develop-
ment of engineering tools and construction
methods that mitigate the risk of fire fol-
lowing earthquakes;

inserting ‘‘social,” after ‘‘sci-
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‘(D) develop, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, best practices and guide-
lines for a State, local, or Tribal government
to create an inventory of buildings, struc-
tures, or lifeline infrastructure that are crit-
ical to community resilience or otherwise
have high seismic risk;

‘“‘(E) provide, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, technical assistance to a
State, local, or Tribal government request-
ing such assistance with respect to the cre-
ation of an inventory of buildings, struc-
tures, or lifeline infrastructure;”’.

(f) RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL EMER-
GENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—Subsection
(b)(2) of such section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in clause (i)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and Tribal governments’’
after ‘‘States’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and performance evalua-
tions’ after ‘‘safety inspections’’; and

(iii) by inserting ‘‘and improve post-earth-
quake functional recovery’ after ‘‘seismic
safety’’;

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘, including
Tribal entities,” after ‘‘appropriate audi-
ences’’;

(C) in clause (iii)—

(i) by striking ‘‘of seismic resistant’ and
inserting ‘‘to all appropriate audiences, in-
cluding Tribal governments, of’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘that enhance seismic
safety, improve post-earthquake functional
recovery, and reduce losses from earth-
quakes’ after ‘‘and lifeline infrastructure’’;

(D) in clause (iv)—

(i) in striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting °,
local, and Tribal’’; and

(ii) by striking ¢; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(E) by redesignating clause (v) as clause
(vi); and

(F) by inserting after clause (iv) the fol-
lowing:

“(v) shall provide technical assistance to
State, local, or Tribal governmental entities
in the creation of evacuation plans in the
event of an earthquake, landslide, tsunami,
or other earthquake-related hazard; and’’;
and

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the subparagraph heading, by insert-
ing ‘“AND TRIBAL’ after ‘‘STATE’’;

(B) in the matter before clause (i), by in-
serting ‘‘or Tribal government’”’ after
“State’’; and

(C) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘safety’ and
inserting ‘‘performance, community resil-
ience, or public awareness’’.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES OF UNITED STATES GE-
OLOGICAL SURVEY.—Subsection (b)(3) of such
section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and
local”’ and inserting ‘‘, local, and Tribal’’;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ¢, the
Chair of the Federal Communications Com-
mission,”” after ‘‘Agency’’;

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (D)
through (K) as subparagraphs (L) through
(Q), respectively;

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘(D) coordinate with the Administrator of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and the Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency on
data sharing and resource allocation to sup-
port a timely response to oceanic earth-
quakes and tsunamis;

‘““(E) in consultation with the Chair of the
Federal Communications Commission, en-
sure that earthquake alerts and early warn-
ings are broadcast as rapidly and reliably as
possible, in the predominant languages in
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the affected region, to ensure maximum
warning time for nearby persons;

“(F) expand the earthquake early warning
system within and to additional high risk
hazard areas, including making improve-
ments as practicable to improve detection
and increase the time between warning mes-
sages and perceptible ground motion;

‘(G) coordinating with affected State and
Tribal governments on earthquake early
warning system improvements;

‘““(H) issue earthquake forecasts, when ap-
propriate, for aftershocks associated with
significant earthquakes in the United
States;”’;

() in subparagraph (I), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the
Federal Communications Commission,’’ after
‘‘Agency,’’;

(6) in subparagraph (L), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and” and insert-
ing a semicolon;

(7) in subparagraph (M), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by striking the period at the
end and inserting a semicolon; and

(8) in subparagraph (O), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘maps of natural
hazards associated with earthquakes and’.

(h) RESPONSIBILITIES OF NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION.—Subsection (b)(4)(A) of such
section is amended—

(1) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘including
updated tsunami and liquefaction risk
maps,”’; and

(2) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘Historically
Black Colleges and Universities and those
serving large proportions of Hispanics, Na-
tive Americans, Asian-Pacific Americans,
and other underrepresented populations’ and
inserting ‘‘institutions described in section
371(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1067q(a))”’.

SEC. _ 06. SEISMIC PERFORMANCE PROPERTY
STANDARDS.

Section 947 of the Cranston-Gonzales Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
7704a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘safety”’
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘per-
formance’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘shake-re-
lated property damage’ and inserting ‘‘seis-
mic-related property damage to improve the
post-earthquake functional recovery time’’.
SEC. _ 07. SEISMIC STANDARDS.

Section 8 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. T7T705b) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘under
paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘under sub-
section (a)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Each Program agency, as part of
their Program responsibilities, shall execute
research, projects, grants, and other activi-
ties that support, promote, advance, or oth-
erwise implement the recommendations in
the report submitted pursuant to subsection
(b) to improve the performance of the built
environment in terms of post-earthquake re-
occupancy and functional recovery time.

¢‘(d) BIENNIAL REPORTS.—

‘(1) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO INTERAGENCY CO-
ORDINATING COMMITTEE.—No later than Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and not less frequently than
once every 2 years thereafter, each Program
agency shall submit to the Interagency Co-
ordinating Committee a report on activities
and progress made to support, promote, or
advance the implementation of the rec-
ommendations included in the report sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (b).

‘(2) INCLUSION IN BIENNIAL REPORTS OF
INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—The
Interagency Coordinating Committee shall
include the information received under para-
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graph (1) in each biennial report submitted
under section 5(a)(4), including consideration
of a prioritized work plan to coordinate ac-
tivities among the Program agencies and the
necessary Program budget to fully imple-
ment the recommendations described in
paragraph (1).”.
SEC. __ 08. IMPROVEMENTS TO POST-EARTH-
QUAKE INVESTIGATIONS PROGRAM.

Section 11 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7705e) is amend-
ed, in the matter before paragraph (1)—

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘do-
mestic and international’’ after ‘‘investigate
major’’; and

(2) in the fifth sentence, by inserting ‘‘Fed-
eral Emergency Management’’ before ‘‘Agen-

cy’.

SEC. 09. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORIZATION FOR PRO-

GRAM.—Subsection (a)(8) of section 12 of the
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977
(42 U.S.C. 71706) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and”
and inserting a comma; and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the
following:

“(K) $10,590,000 for fiscal year 2024,

‘(L) $10,590,000 for fiscal year 2025,

‘(M) $10,590,000 for fiscal year 2026,

““(N) $10,590,000 for fiscal year 2027, and

“(0) $10,590,000 for fiscal year 2028,"".

(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—
Subsection (b)(2) of such section is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(K) $100,900,000 for fiscal year 2024, of
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13;

‘(L) $100,900,000 for fiscal year 2025, of
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13;

‘(M) $100,900,000 for fiscal year 2026, of
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13;

“(N) $100,900,000 for fiscal year 2027, of
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13; and

“(0) $100,900,000 for fiscal year 2028, of
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13.”.

(c) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION.—Sub-
section (c¢)(2) of such section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and”’
and inserting a comma;

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a comma; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(K) $58,000,000 for fiscal year 2024,

‘(L) $58,000,000 for fiscal year 2025,

‘(M) $58,000,000 for fiscal year 2026,

““(N) $58,000,000 for fiscal year 2027, and

“(0) $58,000,000 for fiscal year 2028."".

(d) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND
TECHNOLOGY.—Subsection (d)(2) of such sec-
tion is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and”
and inserting a comma;

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a comma; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the
following:
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“(K) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2024,
‘(L) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2025,
‘(M) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2026,
‘() $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2027, and
£(0) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2028,”.

SA 3205. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1241 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 1241. INDO-PACIFIC SECURITY ASSISTANCE
INITIATIVE.

(a) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY FOR USE OF
UNITED STATES INVENTORY AND INVENTORY
FROM OTHER SOURCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may, on a
grant or lease basis not to exceed $500,000,000
in any fiscal year, make available to the for-
eign military and national security forces
and ministries of defense (or security agen-
cies serving a similar defense function) of
foreign partners, and to regional organiza-
tions with security missions, defense articles
to replenish comparable stocks that such
forces or such institutions have provided to
other foreign military or national security
forces or ministries of defense (or security
agencies serving a similar defense function)
of foreign partners in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, or to regional organizations with secu-
rity missions in the Indo-Pacific region.

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAW.—The pro-
vision of defense articles under this section
shall be subject to the requirements of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et
seq.), including sections 3 and 36 of that Act
(22 U.S.C. 21753, 21776).

(b) TERMINATION.—The authority provided
by this section shall terminate on December
31, 2027.

SA 3206. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025

SEC. 9001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be

cited as the ‘‘Department of State Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL

YEAR 2025
Sec. 9001. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 9002. Definitions.

TITLE I—-WORKFORCE MATTERS
Sec. 9101. Commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the Rogers Act; cre-
ation of the Department of
State.
Sec. 9102. Workforce modernization efforts.
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Sec. 9103. Training float of the Department
of State for Civil and Foreign
Service personnel.

Competitive local compensation
plan.

Language incentive pay for civil
service employees.

Strategy for targeted recruitment
of civil servants.

Electronic medical records.

Options for comprehensive evalua-
tions.

Portability of
censes.

Expanding opportunities for De-
partment-paid student intern-
ship program.

Career intermission program ad-
justment to enhance retention.

Professional counseling services.

Assignment process moderniza-
tion.

Report on modifying consular tour
and first tours requirements.
Comprehensive policy on vetting

and transparency.

Efficiency in employee survey cre-
ation and consolidation.

Per diem allowance for newly
hired members of the Foreign
Service.

Termination of residential or
motor vehicle leases and tele-
phone service contracts for
members of the Foreign Serv-
ice.

Needs-based childcare
enrollment period.
Comptroller General report on De-
partment traveler experience.
Quarterly report on global foot-

print.

Report on former Federal employ-
ees advising foreign govern-
ments.

Job share and part-time employ-
ment opportunities.

Expansion of special rules for cer-
tain monthly workers’ com-
pensation payments and other
payments for personnel under
chief of mission authority.

9125. Authority to provide or reimburse

for certain security services.

TITLE II—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS

9201. State-of-the-art building facili-
ties.

9202. Presence of chiefs of mission at
diplomatic posts.

9203. Periodic Inspector General
views of chiefs of mission.

9204. Special Envoy for Sudan.

9205. Special Envoy for Belarus.

9206. National Museum of American Di-
plomacy.

9207. Authority to establish Negotia-
tions Support Unit within De-
partment of State.

9208. Restrictions on the use of funds
for solar panels.

9209. Responsiveness to Congressional
Research Service inquiries.

9210. Mission in a box.

9211. Report on United States Consulate
in Chengdu, People’s Republic
of China.

9212. Personnel reporting.

9213. Support co-location with allied
partner nations.

9214. Streamline qualification of con-
struction contract bidders.

TITLE III-INFORMATION SECURITY AND

CYBER DIPLOMACY

Sec. 9301. Supporting Department of State

data analytics.

Sec. 9302. Realigning the Regional Tech-

nology Officer Program.

Sec. 9104.

Sec. 9105.
Sec. 9106.

9107.
9108.

Sec.
Sec.
9109.

Sec. professional li-

Sec. 9110.

Sec. 9111.

9112.
9113.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 9114.
Sec. 9115.
Sec. 9116.

Sec. 9117.

Sec. 9118.

Sec. 9119. subsidies

Sec. 9120.
Sec. 9121.

Sec. 9122.

Sec. 9123.

Sec. 9124.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. re-
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Measures to protect Department
devices from the proliferation
and use of foreign commercial
spyware.

Report on cloud computing in Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs.

Information technology
projects.

Leveraging approved technology
for administrative efficiencies.

Office of the Special Envoy for
Critical and Emerging Tech-
nology.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

9401. Africa broadcasting networks.

9402. United States Agency for Global
Media.

9403. Extension of authorizations to
support United States partici-
pation in international fairs
and expos.

9404. Research and scholar exchange
partnerships.

9405. Waiver of United States residency
requirement for children of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty employees.

TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY

Sec. 9501. Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act require-
ments.

Congressional notification for Se-
rious Security Incidents.

Notifications regarding security
decisions at diplomatic posts.

Security clearance suspension pay
flexibilities.

Modification to notification re-
quirement for security clear-
ance suspensions and revoca-
tions.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 9601. Personal service agreement au-

thority for the United States

Agency for International Devel-

opment.

Sec. 9303.
Sec. 9304.

Sec. 9305. pilot

Sec. 9306.

Sec. 9307.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 9502.
Sec. 9503.
Sec. 9504.

Sec. 9505.

Sec. 9602. Crisis operations and disaster
surge staffing.

Sec. 9603. Education allowance while on
military leave.

Sec. 9604. Inclusion in the pet transpor-
tation exception to the Fly
America Act.

TITLE VII-OTHER MATTERS

Sec. 9701. Authorization of appropriations to
promote United States citizen
employment at the United Na-
tions and international organi-
zations.

Sec. 9702. Amendment to Rewards for Jus-
tice program.

Sec. 9703. Passport automation moderniza-
tion.

Sec. 9704. Extension of certain payment in
connection with the Inter-
national Space Station.

Sec. 9705. Support for congressional delega-
tions.

Sec. 9706. Electronic communication with
visa applicants.

Sec. 9707. Electronic transmission of visa in-
formation.

Sec. 9708. Inclusion of cost associated with
producing reports.

Sec. 9709. Extensions.

SEC. 9002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.
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(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘“‘Department’
means the Department of State.
(4) SECRETARY.—The term

means the Secretary of State.

(56) USAID.—The term ‘“USAID’’ means the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

TITLE I—WORKFORCE MATTERS
SEC. 9101. COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROGERS ACT; CRE-
ATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE.

Congress recognizes and honors those who
have served, or are presently serving, in the
diplomatic corps of the United States, in
commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the
Act entitled, ‘““An Act for the reorganization
and improvement of the Foreign Service of
the United States, and for other purposes”
(43 stat. 140, chapter 182), commonly known
as the ‘“Rogers Act of 1924’, which on May
24, 1924, established what has come to be
known as the Foreign Service. Today, the
Department of State includes more than
13,000 Foreign Service personnel working
alongside more than 11,000 civil service per-
sonnel and 45,000 locally engaged staff at
more than 270 embassies and consulates.

SEC. 9102. WORKFORCE MODERNIZATION EF-
FORTS.

The Secretary should prioritize efforts to
further modernize the Department, includ-
ing—

(1) making workforce investments, includ-
ing increasing wages for locally employed
staff and providing other non-cash benefits,
and hiring up to 100 new members of the For-
eign Service above projected attrition to re-
duce overseas vacancies and mid-level staff-
ing gaps;

(2) utilizing authorities that allow the De-
partment to acquire or build and open new
embassy compounds quicker and at signifi-
cantly less cost to get diplomats on the front
lines of strategic competition; and

(3) modernizing legacy systems and human
resource processes.

SEC. 9103. TRAINING FLOAT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE FOR CIVIL AND
FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a
strategy to establish and maintain a ‘‘train-
ing float” by January 1, 2027, to allow for a
minimum of 8 percent and up to 10 percent of
members of the Civil and Foreign Service to
participate in long-term training at any
given time. The strategy shall include—

(1) a proposal to ensure that personnel in
the training float remain dedicated to train-
ing or professional development activities;

(2) recommendations to maintain, and an
assessment of the feasibility of maintaining,
a minimum of 8 percent of personnel in the
float at any given time; and

(3) any additional resources and authori-
ties needed to maintain a training float con-
templated by this section.

(b) MONITORING.—For any established
training float, not later than 120 days after
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
ensure that personnel in such training float
remain dedicated to training or professional
development activities.

SEC. 9104. COMPETITIVE LOCAL COMPENSATION
PLAN.

‘““‘Secretary’’

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the effectiveness and stability of United
States foreign missions are linked to the
dedication and expertise of locally employed
staff; and
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(2) ensuring competitive compensation
packages benchmarked against the Ilocal
market is essential not only to retain valu-
able talent but also to reflect a commitment
to employment practices abroad.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$47,500,000 for fiscal year 2025 to support im-
plementation of a global baseline for pre-
vailing wage rate goal for Local Compensa-
tion Plan positions at the 75th percentile.
SEC. 9105. LANGUAGE INCENTIVE PAY FOR CIVIL

SERVICE EMPLOYEES.

The Secretary and Administrator may pro-
vide special monetary incentives to acquire
or retain proficiency in foreign languages to
civil service employees who serve in domes-
tic positions that require critical language
skills. The amounts of such incentives
should be similar to the language incentive
pay provided to members of the Foreign
Service under the Foreign Service pursuant
to section 704(b)(3) of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4024(b)(3)).

SEC. 9106. STRATEGY FOR TARGETED RECRUIT-
MENT OF CIVIL SERVANTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a strategy for targeted and
proactive recruitment to fill open civil serv-
ice positions, focusing on recruiting from
schools or organizations, and on platforms
targeting those with relevant expertise re-
lated to such positions.

SEC. 9107. ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Foreign Service personnel at the De-
partment serve with distinction in austere
places and under challenging conditions
around the world with limited healthcare
availability;

(2) the use of paper medical records, which
require Foreign Service personnel to carry
files containing protected health informa-
tion from post to post, limits the avail-
ability of their health information to De-
partment medical personnel during critical
health incidents;

(3) electronic medical records are nec-
essary, particularly as the Department opens
new embassies in the South Pacific, thou-
sands of miles from the nearest Department
medical officer, who may not have access to
up-to-date personnel medical files;

(4) the lack of electronic medical records is
even more important for mental health
records, as the Department only has a small
number of regional medical officer psychia-
trists and relies heavily on telehealth for
most Foreign Service personnel; and

(5) due to the critical need for electronic
medical records, it is imperative that the
Department address the situation quickly
and focus on secure commercially available
or other successful systems utilized by pub-
lic and private sector organizations with a
track record of successfully implementing
large-scale projects of this type.

(b) ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS REQUIRE-
MENT.—Not later than December 31, 2027, the
Secretary shall have fully implemented an
electronic medical records process or system
for all Foreign Service personnel and their
Eligible Family Members that eliminates re-
liance on paper medical records and includes
appropriate safeguards to protect personal
privacy.

(¢) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
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sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a report on the progress
made towards meeting the requirement
under subsection (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An updated timeline for implementa-
tion.

(B) An estimated completion date.

(C) The amounts expended to date on the
required electronic medical records system.

(D) The estimated amount needed to com-
plete the system.

(3) TERMINATION OF REQUIREMENT.—The re-
porting requirement under paragraph (1)
shall cease upon notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees that elec-
tronic medical records have been completely
implemented for all Foreign Service per-
sonnel.

SEC. 9108. OPTIONS FOR COMPREHENSIVE EVAL-
UATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
options for integrating 360-degree reviews in
personnel files for promotion panel consider-
ation.

(b) EVALUATION SYSTEMS.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include—

(1) one or more options to integrate con-
fidential 360-degree reviews, references, or
evaluations by superiors, peers, and subordi-
nates, including consideration of automated
reference requests; and

(2) other modifications or systems the Sec-
retary considers relevant.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall describe, with respect to
each evaluation system included in the re-
port—

(1) any legal constraints or considerations;

(2) the timeline required for implementa-
tion;

(3) any starting and recurring costs in
comparison to current processes;

(4) the likely or potential implications for
promotion decisions and trends; and

(5) the impact on meeting the personnel
needs of the Foreign Service.

SEC. 9109. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081 et seq.) is
amended by adding after section 908 (22
U.S.C. 4088) the following new section:

“SEC. 909. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a
member of the Foreign Service or the spouse
of a member of the Foreign Service has a
covered United States license and such mem-
ber of the Foreign Service or spouse relo-
cates his or her residency because of an as-
signment or detail to a location that is not
in the jurisdiction of the licensing authority
that issued the covered license, such covered
license shall be considered valid at a similar
scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied for in the jurisdiction of such new resi-
dency for the duration of such an assignment
or detail if such member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse—

‘(1) provides a copy of the member’s notifi-
cation of assignment to the licensing author-
ity in the jurisdiction in which the new resi-
dency is located;

‘(2) remains in good standing with—

‘“(A) the licensing authority that issued
the covered license; and

‘“(B) every other licensing authority that
has issued to the member of the Foreign
Service or spouse a license valid at a similar
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scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied in the jurisdiction of such licensing au-
thority; and

‘(3) submits to the authority of the licens-
ing authority in the new jurisdiction for the
purposes of standards of practice, discipline,
and fulfillment of any continuing education
requirements.

“(b) INTERSTATE LICENSURE COMPACTS.—If
a member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service is licensed
and able to operate in multiple jurisdictions
through an interstate licensure compact,
with respect to services provided in the juris-
diction of the interstate licensure compact
by a licensee covered by such compact, the
member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service shall be
subject to the requirements of the compact
or the applicable provisions of law of the ap-
plicable State and not this section.

‘“(c) COVERED LICENSE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘covered license’ means a
professional license or certificate—

‘(1) that is in good standing with the li-
censing authority that issued such profes-
sional license or certificate;

‘(2) that the member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse of a member of the Foreign
Service has actively used during the two
years immediately preceding the relocation
described in subsection (a); and

‘“(3) that is not a license to practice law.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2 of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 908 the following
new item:

“Sec. 909. Portability
censes.”’.
SEC. 9110. EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DE-
PARTMENT-PAID STUDENT INTERN-

SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 9201 of the De-
partment of State Authorization Act of 2022
(22 U.8S. 2737) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
have graduated from such an institution
within the six months preceding application
to the Program’ after ‘‘paragraph (1);

(2) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘and
gives preference to individuals who have not
previously completed internships within the
Department of State and the United States
Agency for International Development’”’
after ‘‘career in foreign affairs’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following sub-
sections:

(k) WORK HOURS FLEXIBILITY.—Students
participating in the Program may work
fewer than 40 hours per week and a minimum
of 24 hours per week to accommodate their
academic schedules, provided that the total
duration of the internship remains con-
sistent with program requirements.

‘(1) MENTORSHIP PROGRAM.—The Secretary
and Administrator are authorized to estab-
lish a mentoring and coaching program that
pairs Foreign Service or Civil Service em-
ployees with interns who choose to partici-
pate throughout the duration of their intern-
ship.”.

SEC. 9111. CAREER INTERMISSION PROGRAM AD-
JUSTMENT TO ENHANCE RETEN-
TION.

(a) AUTHORITY TO EXTEND FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE.—The
Secretary and Administrator are authorized
to offer employees the option of extending
Federal Employee Health Benefit coverage
during pre-approved leave without pay for up
to 3 years.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREMIUM PAY-
MENTS.—If an employee elects to continue
coverage pursuant to subsection (a) for
longer than 365 days, the employee shall be
responsible for 100 percent of the premium

of professional 1li-
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(employee share and government share) dur-

ing such longer period.

SEC. 9112. PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING SERV-
ICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to increase the number of professional coun-
selors, including licensed clinical social
workers, providing services for employees
under chief of mission authority. These posi-
tions may be filled under Limited Non-Ca-
reer Appointment terms.

(b) EMPLOYMENT TARGETS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this division, the Secretary shall seek to em-
ploy not fewer than 4 additional professional
counselors, including licensed clinical social
workers, in the Bureau of Medical Services
to work out of regional medical centers
abroad.

SEC. 9113. ASSIGNMENT PROCESS MODERNIZA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall modernize the Foreign
Service bidding process, and specifically im-
plement the following elements:

(1) A stable-pair matching, preference-
ranking system for non-directed Foreign
Service employees and hiring bureaus, allow-
ing for a more strategic alignment of work-
force and resources.

(2) Incorporation of lessons learned from
the previous stable-pair matching bidding
pilot framework referred to as ‘‘iMatch’, but
applied more expansively to include non-di-
rected assignments up through FS-01 posi-
tions, taking advantage of efficiency benefits
such as tandem assignment functionalities.

(3) Mechanisms to ensure transparency, ef-
ficiency, effectiveness, accountability, and
flexibility in the assignment process, while
maintaining equal opportunities for all offi-
cers.

(4) An independent auditing process to en-
sure adherence to established rules, effec-
tiveness in meeting the Department’s needs,
and prevention of bias or manipulation, in-
cluding through the use of protected cat-
egories in making assignment decisions.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN PROMOTION
IssUES.—In parallel with assignment process
modernization efforts, the Secretary shall—

(1) assess whether any point systems tied
to promotion incentives should consider
service in hard-to-fill or critical positions;
and

(2) assess whether the practice of dividing
the assignment process into winter and sum-
mer cycles is necessary or efficient compared
to stable matching processes.

(c) REPORTING AND OVERSIGHT.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the implementation of the assign-
ment process under this section, including—

(1) data on match rates, including in filling
critical or priority positions, officer and hir-
ing office satisfaction, and the impact on
tandem placements;

(2) recommendations for further modifica-
tions to the bidding process;

(3) an overview of the strategy used to
communicate any changes to the workforce;
and

(4) results of analysis into additional
transparency efforts, including those de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3).

SEC. 9114. REPORT ON MODIFYING CONSULAR
TOUR AND FIRST TOURS REQUIRE-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that evaluates the feasibility of—

(1) reducing, removing, and adding flexi-
bility to the directed consular tours require-
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ments for non-consular-coned generalist
members of the Foreign Service; and

(2) requiring that first tours for members
of the Foreign Service be assigned in the Na-
tional Capital Region.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include a description of
resources required to implement the changes
described in such subsection, a timeline for
implementation, and an assessment of the
benefits and consequences of such changes,
including any obstacles.

SEC. 9115. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING
AND TRANSPARENCY.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING AND
TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop a consistent and
enhanced vetting process to ensure that indi-
viduals with substantiated claims of dis-
crimination or harassment against them, to
include when administrative or disciplinary
actions are taken, are not considered for as-
signments to senior positions or promotions
to senior grades within the Foreign Service.

(b) ELEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE VETTING
PoLicY.—Following the conclusion of any in-
vestigation into an allegation of discrimina-
tion or harassment, the Office of Civil
Rights, Office of Global Talent Management,
and other offices with responsibilities re-
lated to the investigation reporting directly
to the Secretary shall jointly or individually
submit a written summary of any findings of
substantiated allegations, along with a sum-
mary of findings to the committee respon-
sible for assignments to senior positions
prior to such committee rendering a rec-
ommendation for assignment.

(c) RESPONSE.—The Secretary shall develop
a process for candidates to respond to any al-
legations that are substantiated and pre-
sented to the committee responsible for as-
signments to senior positions.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the Department
workforce and the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the number of can-
didates confirmed for senior diplomatic posts
against whom there were substantiated alle-
gations described in subsection (a).

(e) SENIOR POSITIONS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘senior positions’” means
Chief of Mission, Under Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Dep-
uty Chief of Mission, and Principal Officer
(i.e., Consuls General) positions.

SEC. 9116. EFFICIENCY IN EMPLOYEE SURVEY
CREATION AND CONSOLIDATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that employee surveys are crucial
for understanding the needs and concerns of
the workforce, and are most effective when
they are strategically designed, collected,
and the results transparent where possible.

(b) CONSOLIDATED RESOURCE REQUIRE-
MENT.—The Department shall provide a con-
solidated resource of survey methods, best
practices, and a repository of survey data to
avoid survey fatigue, minimize duplicating
surveys, increase confidence in survey data,
and facilitate data-informed decision-mak-
ing.

(¢) TIMING.—The Secretary should deter-
mine the overall timing and administration
of mandated surveys to ensure maximum
participation and robust data sets.

SEC. 9117. PER DIEM ALLOWANCE FOR NEWLY
HIRED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE.

(a) PER DIEM ALLOWANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any newly hired Foreign Serv-
ice employee who is in initial orientation
training, or any other training expected to
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last less than 6 months in the Washington,
D.C. area before transferring to the employ-
ee’s first assignment overseas or domesti-
cally outside the Washington, D.C. area
shall, for the duration of such training, re-
ceive a per diem allowance at the levels pre-
scribed under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code.

(2) LIMITATION ON LODGING EXPENSES.—A
newly hired Foreign Service employee may
not receive any lodging expenses under the
applicable per diem allowance pursuant to
paragraph (1) if that employee—

(A) has a permanent residence in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area (not including govern-
ment-supplied housing during such orienta-
tion training or other training); and

(B) does not vacate such residence during
such orientation training or other training.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘per diem allowance’ has the
meaning given such term in section 5701 of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) the term ‘‘Washington, D.C., area’”
means the geographic area within a 50-mile
radius of the Washington Monument.

SEC. 9118. TERMINATION OF RESIDENTIAL OR
MOTOR VEHICLE LEASES AND TELE-
PHONE SERVICE CONTRACTS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN SERV-
ICE.

Section 907 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 ( 22 U.S.C. 4087) is amended by striking
‘““Service who are posted abroad at a Foreign
Service post’’ and inserting ‘‘Foreign Service
who are posted in the United States or post-
ed abroad’.

SEC. 9119. NEEDS-BASED CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES
ENROLLMENT PERIOD.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Department and
USAID shall—

(1) issue and maintain guidance on how to
apply for any program authorized under sec-
tion 630 of the Treasury and General Govern-
ment Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law
107-67; 115 Stat. 552); and

(2) consider using maximum flexibilities to
accept applications throughout the year or
in accordance with Qualifying Life Event
changes (as defined by the Federal Employ-
ees Health Benefits Program (FEHB)).

SEC. 9120. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
DEPARTMENT TRAVELER EXPERI-
ENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a review and submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on the effect of section 40118 of title 49,
United States Code (commonly referred to as
the “Fly America Act’’) on Department trav-
elers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include an analysis of
the extent to which the Fly America Act—

(1) disproportionately impacts Department
personnel;

(2) impacts travelers, including their abil-
ity to find suitable flights and the ability to
complete their travel in a timely and effec-
tive manner;

(3) increases or decreases costs to the
United States Government;

(4) produces overly burdensome restric-
tions in times of urgent travel such as Emer-
gency Visitation Travel and Ordered/Author-
ized Departure; and

(5) a description of other relevant issues
the Comptroller General determines appro-
priate.

SEC. 9121. QUARTERLY REPORT ON GLOBAL
FOOTPRINT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
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congressional committees and the Com-

mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and

the Committee on Appropriations of the

House of Representatives a report on the

global footprint of the Department.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include, for each diplo-
matic post—

(1) the number and type of Department em-
ployees assigned to the post; and

(2) the number of allocated positions that
remain unfilled.

(c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in classified
form.

SEC. 9122. REPORT ON FORMER FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEES ADVISING FOREIGN GOV-
ERNMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for 3 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the Senate, and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
a report that identifies former United States
Government senior officials who have been
approved by the Secretary to advise foreign
governments.

(b) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 9123. JOB SHARE AND PART-TIME EMPLOY-

MENT OPPORTUNITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and publish a Department policy on
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities. The policy shall include a template
for job sharing arrangements, a database of
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities, and a point of contact in the Bu-
reau of Global Talent Management.

(b) WORKPLACE FLEXIBILITY TRAINING.—The
Secretary shall incorporate training on
workplace flexibility, including the avail-
ability of job share and part-time employ-
ment opportunities, into employee
onboarding and every level of supervisory
training.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on workplace flexibility at the Department,
including data on the number of employees
utilizing job share or part-time employment
arrangements.

SEC. 9124. EXPANSION OF SPECIAL RULES FOR
CERTAIN MONTHLY WORKERS’ COM-
PENSATION PAYMENTS AND OTHER
PAYMENTS FOR PERSONNEL UNDER
CHIEF OF MISSION AUTHORITY.

Section 901 of title IX of division J of the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘of a” and inserting ‘‘of
an’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2016 and in-
serting ‘“‘September 11, 2001’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11, 2001°’;
and

(C) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016” and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001"’; and

(2) in subsection (h)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001°.
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SEC. 9125. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE OR REIM-
BURSE FOR CERTAIN SECURITY
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator are authorized to provide or
reimburse for appropriate security services
to mitigate risks to certain employees or
members of their households resulting from
or related to the employee’s official duties or
affiliation with the Department or USAID.
These security equipment or services may
include security cameras and services to de-
prioritize or remove internet search results
revealing personally identifiable informa-
tion.

(b) REQUIRED PoLICY.—Prior to providing
or reimbursing services pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Department shall establish a
policy that—

(1) outlines the requirements for qualifying
for provision or reimbursement of services;

(2) identifies the office responsible for vet-
ting requests for provision or reimbursement
of services; and

(3) mandates expeditious consideration of
such requests.

(c) PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary and the Administrator
shall not collect personally identifiable in-
formation on any United States citizens
while undertaking the activities described in
subsection (a) unless the collection is au-
thorized by a court as part of a criminal in-
vestigation.

TITLE II—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS

SEC. 9201. STATE-OF-THE-ART BUILDING FACILI-
TIES.

The Secretary should use existing waiver
authorities to expedite upgrades and critical
maintenance for the Harry S. Truman Fed-
eral Building, with the goal of having at
least 85 percent of construction and upgrades
completed by December 31, 2027.

SEC. 9202. PRESENCE OF CHIEFS OF MISSION AT
DIPLOMATIC POSTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ARRIVAL AT DIPLO-
MATIC POST WITHIN 60 DAYS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire that to be eligible for payment of trav-
el expenses for initial arrival at the assigned
post, a chief of mission must arrive at the
post not later than 60 days after the date on
which the chief of mission was confirmed by
the Senate.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The restriction under
paragraph (1) shall not apply to a chief of
mission who arrives later than 60 days after
confirmation by the Senate if the delay was
caused by one or more of the following:

(A) A flight delay that was outside of the
control of the chief of mission or the Depart-
ment.

(B) A natural disaster, global health emer-
gency, or other naturally occurring event
that prevented the chief of mission from en-
tering the country of the assigned post.

(C) Delay or refusal by the government of
the host country to accept diplomatic ac-
creditation.

(D) Family or medical emergency.

(E) Extenuating circumstances beyond the
control of the chief of mission.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirement under paragraph (1) upon a de-
termination that extenuating circumstances
warrant such a waiver and upon submission
of a brief description of the determination to
the appropriate congressional committees.

(4) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and in each case that a chief of mis-
sion arrives at an assigned post more than 60
days after confirmation, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report identifying any chief of
mission who arrived at the assigned post
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more than 60 days after confirmation by the
Senate, and includes a description of the jus-
tification.

(b) NOTIFICATIONS ON DEPARTURES OF
CHIEFS OF MISSION.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, for 5 years, the Secretary shall notify
the appropriate congressional committees of
any chief of mission who has permanently
departed from the assigned post within 90
days of the departure.

SEC. 9203. PERIODIC INSPECTOR GENERAL RE-
VIEWS OF CHIEFS OF MISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, and for a 3-year period thereafter, the
Inspector General of the Department of
State shall conduct management reviews of
chiefs of mission, charge d’affaires, and other
principal officers assigned overseas during
inspection visits, when those officers have
been at post more than 180 days.

(b) DISPOSITION.—Reviews conducted pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be provided to the
rating officer for formal discussion as part of
the performance evaluation process. The
management review shall remain in the em-
ployee’s personnel file unless otherwise re-
quired by law. The subject of a review con-
ducted pursuant to subsection (a) shall have
the opportunity to respond to and comment
on the review, and the response shall be in-
cluded in the employee’s file for promotion
panel review.

(¢) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT IN CASE OF
SERIOUS MANAGEMENT CONCERNS.—The In-
spector General of the Department of State
shall notify the Secretary, the Deputy Sec-
retary, and the appropriate congressional
committees within 30 days of any review in
which serious management concerns are
raised and substantiated, and which is not
otherwise submitted as part of the periodic
inspection or report.

SEC. 9204. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR SUDAN.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoint a Special Envoy for Sudan at the De-
partment (in this section referred to as the
“Special Envoy’’). The Special Envoy shall
report directly to the Secretary and should
not hold another position in the Department
while holding the position of Special Envoy.

(b) DUTIES.—The Special Envoy shall—

(1) lead United States diplomatic efforts to
support negotiations and humanitarian re-
sponse efforts related to alleviating the cri-
sis in Sudan;

(2) be responsible for coordinating policy
development and execution related to ending
the conflict and a future path to national re-
covery and democratic transition in Sudan
across all bureaus in the Department and co-
ordinating with interagency partners; and

(3) consult regularly with the appropriate
congressional committees, and keep such
committees fully and currently informed on
the status of diplomatic efforts and negotia-
tions.

(¢) STAFFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the Special Envoy is staffed with
personnel approved by the envoy, including
through reassignment of positions respon-
sible for issues related to Sudan that cur-
rently exist within the Department, encour-
aging details or assignment of employees of
the Department from regional and functional
bureaus with expertise relevant to Sudan, or
through request for interagency details of in-
dividuals with relevant experience from
other United States Government depart-
ments or agencies, including the Department
of Treasury.

(2) BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Department should brief the
appropriate congressional committees on the
number of full-time equivalent positions sup-
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porting the Special Envoy and the relevant
expertise and duties of any employees of the
Department serving as detailees.

(d) SUNSET.—The position of the Special
Envoy for Sudan shall terminate on the date
that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 9205. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR BELARUS.

Section 6406(d) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(d) ROLE.—The
Envoy—

‘(1) shall only exist while United States
diplomatic operations in Belarus at the
United States Embassy in Minsk, Belarus
are suspended; and

‘“(2) shall oversee the operations and per-
sonnel of the Belarus Affairs Unit.”.

SEC. 9206. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

Title I of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 is amended by adding
after section 64 (22 U.S.C. 2735a) the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 65. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

“(a) ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) SUPPORT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
is authorized to provide, by contract, grant,
or otherwise, for the performance of appro-
priate museum visitor and educational out-
reach services and related events, includ-
ing—

“(A) organizing programs and conference
activities;

‘“(B) creating, designing, and installing ex-
hibits; and

‘“(C) conducting museum shop services and
food services in the public exhibition and re-
lated physical and virtual space utilized by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy.

‘“(2) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to retain the proceeds ob-
tained from customary and appropriate fees
charged for the use of facilities, including
venue rental for events consistent with the
activities described in subsection (a)(1) and
museum shop services and food services at
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy. Such proceeds shall be retained as a
recovery of the costs of operating the Mu-
seum, credited to a designated Department
account that exists for the purpose of fund-
ing the Museum and its programs and activi-
ties, and shall remain available until ex-
pended.

“(b) DISPOSITION OF DOCUMENTS,
FACTS, AND OTHER ARTICLES.—

‘(1) PROPERTY.—AIll historic documents,
artifacts, or other articles acquired by the
Department of State for the permanent mu-
seum collection and determined by the Sec-
retary of State to be suitable for display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy shall be considered to be the property
of the United States Government and shall
be subject to disposition solely in accordance
with this subsection.

‘“(2) SALE, TRADE, OR TRANSFER.—Whenever
the Secretary of State makes a determina-
tion described in paragraph (3) with respect
to a document, artifact, or other article de-
scribed in paragraph (1), taking into account
considerations such as the Museum’s collec-
tions management policy and best profes-
sional museum practice, the Secretary may
sell at fair market value, trade, or transfer
such document, artifact, or other article
without regard to the requirements of sub-
title I of title 40, United States Code. The
proceeds of any such sale may be used solely
for the advancement of the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) of the National
Museum of American Diplomacy and may
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not be used for any purpose other than the

acquisition and direct care of the collections

of the Museum.

¢“(3) DETERMINATIONS PRIOR TO SALE, TRADE,
OR TRANSFER.—The determination described
in this paragraph with respect to a docu-
ment, artifact, or other article described in
paragraph (1) is a determination that—

‘“(A) the document, artifact, or other arti-
cle no longer serves to further the mission of
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy as set forth in the collections manage-
ment policy of the Museum;

‘“(B) the sale at a fair market price based
on an independent appraisal or trade or
transfer of the document, artifact, or other
article would serve to maintain or enhance
the Museum collection; and

‘(C) the sale, trade, or transfer of the doc-
ument, artifact, or other article would be in
the best interests of the United States.

‘(4) LoANS.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion under paragraph (2) relating to the sale,
trade, or transfer of documents, artifacts, or
other articles described in paragraph (1), the
Secretary of State may—

‘““(A) loan the documents, artifacts, or
other articles to other institutions, both for-
eign and domestic, for repair, study, or exhi-
bition when not needed for use or display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy; and

‘(B) borrow documents, artifacts, or other
articles from other institutions or individ-
uals, both foreign and domestic, for activi-
ties consistent with subsection (a)(1).”.

SEC. 9207. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH NEGOTIA-
TIONS SUPPORT UNIT WITHIN DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a need for the United States
Government to maintain a permanent insti-
tutional hub for technical expertise, stra-
tegic advice, and knowledge management in
negotiations, mediation, and peace processes
in order to prioritize and invest in diplo-
macy;

(2) the United States plays a role in ena-
bling and supporting peace processes and
complex political negotiations, the success
of which is essential to stability and democ-
racy around the world;

(3) the meaningful engagement of conflict-
affected communities, particularly women,
youth, and other impacted populations, is
vital to durable, implementable, and sustain-
able peace;

(4) negotiation requires a specific technical
and functional skillset, and thus institu-
tional expertise in this practice area should
include trained practitioners and subject
matter experts;

(5) such skills should continue to be em-
ployed as the United States Government ad-
vises and contributes to peace processes, in-
cluding those where the United States plays
a supporting role or is led by multilateral
and international partners; and

(6) training programs for United States
diplomats should draw upon this expertise
and United States lessons learned to help
equip diplomats with skills to respond to
peace processes and complex political nego-
tiations, and how to request support.

(b) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—Section 1
of the State Department Basic Authorities
Act (22 U.S.C. 2651a) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

*“(p) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH.—The Sec-
retary of State may establish within the De-
partment of State a unit to be known as the
‘Negotiations Support Unit’ responsible for
carrying out the functions described in para-
graph (2), as appropriate.

‘(2) FuNcTIONS.—The functions described
in this paragraph are the following:
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“(A) Serving as a permanent institutional
hub and resource for negotiations and peace
process expertise and knowledge manage-
ment.

‘(B) Advising the Secretary of State, other
relevant senior officials, members of the
Foreign Service, and employees of the De-
partment of State on the substance, process,
and strategy of negotiations, mediation,
peace processes, and other complex political
negotiations from strategy and planning to
implementation.

“(C) Supporting the development and im-
plementation of United States policy related
to complex political negotiations and peace
processes, including those led by multilat-
eral and international partners.

‘(D) Advising on mediation and negotia-
tions programs to implement United States
policy.

“(E) Supporting training for Foreign Serv-
ices Officers and civil servants on tailored
negotiation and mediation skills.

“(F) Working with other governments,
international organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations, as appropriate, to sup-
port the development and implementation of
United States policy on peace processes and
complex political negotiations.

‘“(G) Any additional duties the Secretary
of State may prescribe.

¢“(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There 1is authorized to be appropriated
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 2025 for the estab-
lishment of the Negotiations Support Unit
under paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 9208. RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF FUNDS
FOR SOLAR PANELS.

The Department may not use Federal
funds to procure any solar energy products
that were manufactured in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region of the People’s
Republic of China or other regions in the
country, which are known to be produced
with forced labor.

SEC. 9209. RESPONSIVENESS TO CONGRESSIONAL
RESEARCH SERVICE INQUIRIES.

(a) FINDINGS.— The Congressional Research
Service is charged with rendering effective
and efficient service to Congress and re-
sponding expeditiously, effectively, and effi-
ciently to the needs of Congress.

(b) RESPONSES.—The Secretary and Admin-
istrator shall ensure that for any inquiry or
request from the Congressional Research
Service related to its support of Members of
Congress and congressional staff—

(1) an initial answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 14 days of receipt of the
inquiry;

(2) a complete answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 90 days of receipt of the
inquiry, together with an explanation as to
why the request was delayed; and

(3) Congressional Research Service staff
shall be treated as congressional staff for
any informal discussions or briefings.

SEC. 9210. MISSION IN A BOX.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Increasing the United States’ global
diplomatic footprint is imperative to ad-
vance United States’ national security inter-
ests, particularly in the face of a massive
diplomatic expansion of our strategic com-
petitors.

(2) Opening or re-opening diplomatic mis-
sions, often in small island nations where
there is no United States Government pres-
ence, but one is needed to advance United
States strategic objectives.

(3) Diplomatic missions should Dbe
resourced and equipped for success upon
opening to allow diplomats to focus on ad-
vancing United States national interests in-
country.

(4) The United States can and should move
more swiftly to open new diplomatic mis-
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sions and provide United States diplomats
and locally employed staff with a workplace
that meets locally appropriate quality, safe-
ty, and security standards.

(5) To do this, the Department must
streamline and support the process of open-
ing new posts to identify efficiencies and re-
moving obstacles that are unduly compli-
cating the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions, particularly in small island states and
similarly situated locations.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
how the Department is creating a ‘‘mission
in a box’’ concept to provide new such diplo-
matic missions the needed resources and au-
thorities to quickly and efficiently stand up
and operate a mission from the moment
United States personnel arrive, or even be-
fore the opening of a new mission, particu-
larly in small island nations.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions;

(B) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions that the Department can waive to ex-
pediently stand up new diplomatic missions;

(C) essential functions that each new diplo-
matic mission should be able to carry out
independently upon opening;

(D) a description of functions that another
post or support center will need to carry out
to support the new mission;

(E) a list of essential equipment and access
to facilities, including to support secure
communications, that should be provided to
each new diplomatic mission, the approval of
which should be handled prior to or shortly
after the opening of the new diplomatic mis-
sion, including arrangements for basic office
equipment, vehicles, and housing;

(F') the number of recommended locally en-
gaged staff and United States direct hires
resident in-country;

(G) the number of non-resident support
staff who are assigned to the new diplomatic
mission, such as from another post or re-
gional support center;

(H) a description of how medical and con-
sular support services could be provided;

(I) procedures for requesting an expansion
of the post’s functions or physical platform
after opening, should that be needed;

(J) any other authorities or processes that
may be required to successfully and quickly
stand up a new diplomatic mission, including
any new authorities the Department may
need;

(K) a list of incentives, in addition to pay
differentials, being considered for such posts;
and

(L) a description of any specialized train-
ing, including for management and security
personnel supporting the establishment of
such new embassies that may be required.

(c) SENIOR OFFICIAL TO LEAD NEW EMBASSY
EXPANSION.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate an assistant secretary-level senior of-
ficial to expedite and make recommenda-
tions for the reform of procedures for open-
ing new diplomatic missions abroad, particu-
larly in small island states.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The senior official
designated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be
responsible for proposing policy and proce-
dural changes to the Secretary to—

(A) expediting the resourcing of new diplo-
matic missions by waiving or reducing when
possible mandatory processes required to
open new diplomatic missions, taking into

July 30, 2024

account the threat environment and cir-
cumstances in the host country;

(B) when necessary, quickly adjudicating
within the Department any decision points
that arise during the planning and execution
phases of the establishment of a new mis-
sion;

(C) ensuring new missions receive the man-
agement and operational support needed, in-
cluding by designating such support be un-
dertaken by another post, regional support
center, or Department entities based in the
United States; and

(D) ensuring that the authorities provided
in the Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (title VI of divi-
sion A of appendix G of Public Law 106-113),
as amended by the Secure Embassy Con-
struction and Counterterrorism Act of 2022
(section 9301 of Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
3879), are fully utilized in the planning for all
new diplomatic missions.

(d) NEW DIPLOMATIC MISSION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘new diplomatic mis-
sion” means any bilateral diplomatic mis-
sion opened since January 1, 2020, in a coun-
try where there had not been a bilateral dip-
lomatic mission since the date that is 20
years before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(e) SUNSET.—The authorities and require-
ments of this section shall terminate 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 9211. REPORT ON UNITED STATES CON-

SULATE IN CHENGDU, PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the effect of the sus-
pension of operations at of the United States
Consulate General in Chengdu, People’s Re-
public of China, on July 27, 2020, on diplo-
matic and consular activities of the United
States in Southwestern China, including the
provision of consular services to United
States citizens, and on relations with the
people of Southwestern China, including in
areas designated by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China as autonomous.
SEC. 9212. PERSONNEL REPORTING.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and at least every 120
days thereafter for 5 years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report—

(1) describing the on-board personnel lev-
els, hiring, and attrition of the Civil Service,
Foreign Service, eligible family members, lo-
cally employed staff, and contractor work-
force of the Department, on an operating
unit-by-operating unit basis; and

(2) including a status update on progress
toward fiscal year hiring plans for Foreign
Service and Civil Service.

SEC. 9213. SUPPORT CO-LOCATION WITH ALLIED
PARTNER NATIONS.

The Secretary, following consultation with
the appropriate congressional committees,
may alter, repair, and furnish United States
Government-owned and leased space for use
by the government of a foreign country to
facilitate co-location of such government in
such space, on such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may determine, including with
respect to reimbursement of all or part of
the costs of such alteration, repair, or fur-
nishing. Reimbursements or advances of
funds pursuant to this section may be cred-
ited to the currently applicable appropria-
tion and shall be available for the purposes
for which such appropriation is authorized.
SEC. 9214. STREAMLINE QUALIFICATION OF CON-

STRUCTION CONTRACT BIDDERS.

Section 402 of the Omnibus Diplomatic Se-
curity and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4852) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘be awarded’ after ‘‘joint
venture persons may’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘bid on’’ both places it ap-
pears; and

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking
‘10,000,000 and inserting ‘“$25,000,000"’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph 1, by striking ‘‘two’ and
inserting ‘‘three’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘at a
United States diplomatic or consular estab-
lishment abroad” and inserting ‘‘on a Fed-
eral contract abroad’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (G);

(iii) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as
subparagraph (E); and

(iv) in subparagraph (E), as redesignated by
clause (iii), by striking ¢80 [both places it
appears] and inserting ‘‘65’.

TITLE III—INFORMATION SECURITY AND
CYBER DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9301. SUPPORTING DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DATA ANALYTICS.

There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Department of State for fiscal year 2025
$3,000,000 for bureaus to hire Chief Data Offi-
cers through the ‘““‘Bureau Chief Data Officer
Program’, consistent with section 6302 of
the Department of State Authorization Act
of 2023 (division F of Public Law 118-31; 22
U.S.C. 2651a note).

SEC. 9302. REALIGNING THE REGIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY OFFICER PROGRAM.

Section 9508(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I
of Public Law 117-263; 22 U.S.C. 10305(a)(1)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, and shall be admin-
istered by the Bureau for Cyberspace and
Digital Policy’ before the period at the end.
SEC. 9303. MEASURES TO PROTECT DEPARTMENT

DEVICES FROM THE PROLIFERA-
TION AND USE OF FOREIGN COM-
MERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’’means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives.

(1) COVERED DEVICE.—The term ‘‘covered
device” means any electronic mobile device,
including smartphones, tablet computing de-
vices, or laptop computing device, that is
issued by the Department for official use.

(2) FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE;
SPYWARE.—The terms ‘‘foreign commercial
spyware’”’ and ‘‘spyware’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 1102A of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3232a).

(b) PROTECTION OF COVERED DEVICES.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall, in consultation with the
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency—

(A) issue standards, guidance, best prac-
tices, and policies for Department and
USAID personnel to protect covered devices
from being compromised by foreign commer-
cial spyware;

(B) survey the processes used by the De-
partment and USAID to identify and catalog
instances where a covered device was com-
promised by foreign commercial spyware
over the prior 2 years and it is reasonably ex-
pected to have resulted in an unauthorized
disclosure of sensitive information; and

(C) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the measures in place
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to identify and catalog instances of such
compromises for covered devices by foreign
commercial spyware, which may be sub-
mitted in classified form.

(2) NOTIFICATIONS.—Not later than 60 days
after the date on which the Department be-
comes aware that a covered device was seri-
ously compromised by foreign commercial
spyware, the Secretary, in coordination with
relevant agencies, shall notify the appro-
priate committees of Congress of the facts
concerning such targeting or compromise,
including—

(A) the location of the personnel whose
covered device was compromised;

(B) the number of covered devices com-
promised;

(C) an assessment by the Secretary of the
damage to the national security of the
United States resulting from any loss of data
or sensitive information; and

(D) an assessment by the Secretary of any
foreign government or foreign organization
or entity, and, to the extent possible, the
foreign individuals, who directed and bene-
fitted from any information acquired from
the compromise.

(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary, in coordination with relevant
agencies, shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report regarding
any covered device that was compromised by
foreign commercial spyware, including the
information described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) of paragraph (2).

SEC. 9304. REPORT ON CLOUD COMPUTING IN BU-
REAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the status of the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs adoption of cloud-
based products and services as well as op-
tions to require enterprise-wide adoption of
cloud computing, including for all consular
operations.

SEC. 9305. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PILOT
PROJECTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department of State
should, in consultation with the Assistant
Secretary of the Bureau of Consular Affairs,
prioritize information technology systems
with high potential to accelerate the pass-
port renewal processes, reduce processing
times, and reduce dependency on legacy sys-
tems.
SEC. 9306. LEVERAGING APPROVED TECH-
NOLOGY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EF-
FICIENCIES.

The Secretary and Administrator shall en-
sure appropriate and secure technological so-
lutions are authorized and available for em-
ployee use, where feasible, to promote tech-
nological fluency in the workforce, including
the integration of secure tools in the evalua-
tion process to ensure performance manage-
ment standards while maximizing efficiency.
SEC. 9307. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ENVOY FOR

CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish an Office of the Special Envoy for
Critical and Emerging Technology (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Office’’), which
may be located within the Bureau for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy.

(b) LEADERSHIP.—

(1) SPECIAL ENVOY.—The Office shall be
headed by a Special Envoy for Critical and
Emerging Technology, who shall—

(A) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;
and
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(B) have the rank and status of ambas-
sador; and

(C) report to the Ambassador-at-Large for
Cyberspace and Digital Policy.

(¢) MEMBERSHIP.—The Office may include
representatives or expert detailees from
other key Federal agencies or research and
technology-focused fellowship programs, as
determined by the Special Envoy for Critical
and Emerging Technology and with the con-
sent of the Ambassador-at-Large for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy, in coordination
with appropriate senior officials of the De-
partment and such agencies.

(d) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Office
shall include—

(1) establishing, in coordination with rel-
evant bureaus, offices and other Federal
agencies, an interagency security review
process for proposals regarding TUnited
States Government-funded international col-
laboration on certain critical and emerging
technologies and associated research;

(2) establishing and coordinating an inter-
agency strategy to facilitate international
cooperation with United States allies and
partners regarding the development, use, and
deployment of critical and emerging tech-
nologies and associated standards and safe-
guards for research security, intellectual
property protection, and illicit knowledge
transfer;

(3) facilitating technology partnerships
with countries and relevant political and
economic unions that are committed to—

(A) the rule of law and respect for human
rights, including freedom of speech, and ex-
pression;

(B) the safe and responsible development
and use of certain critical and emerging
technologies and the establishment of re-
lated norms and standards, including for re-
search security and the protection of sen-
sitive data and technology;

(C) a secure internet architecture governed
by a multi-stakeholder model instead of cen-
tralized government control;

(D) robust international cooperation to
promote open and interoperable techno-
logical products and services that are nec-
essary to freedom, innovation, transparency,
and privacy; and

(E) multilateral coordination, including
through diplomatic initiatives, information
sharing, and other activities, to defend the
principles described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) against efforts by state and non-
state actors to undermine them;

(4) supporting efforts to harmonize tech-
nology governance regimes with partners,
coordinating on basic and pre-competitive
research and development initiatives, and
collaborating to pursue such opportunities in
certain critical and emerging technologies;

(5) coordinating with other technology
partners on export control policies for cer-
tain critical and emerging technologies, in-
cluding countering illicit knowledge and
data transfer related to certain critical and
emerging technology research;

(6) conducting diplomatic engagement, in
coordination with other bureaus, offices, and
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
with allies and partners to develop standards
and coordinate policies designed to counter
illicit knowledge and data transfer in aca-
demia related to certain critical and emerg-
ing technology research;

(7) coordinating with allies, partners, and
other relevant Federal agencies to prevent
the exploitation of research partnerships re-
lated to certain critical and emerging tech-
nologies;

(8) sharing information regarding the
threat posed by the transfer of certain crit-
ical and emerging technologies to authori-
tarian governments, including the People’s
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Republic of China and the Russian Federa-
tion, and the ways in which autocratic re-
gimes are utilizing technology, including for
military and security purposes, to erode in-
dividual freedoms and other foundations of
open, democratic societies; and

(9) collaborating with private companies,
trade associations, and think tanks to real-
ize the purposes described in paragraphs (1)
through (8).

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 5 years,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, as appro-
priate, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress an unclassified report,
with a classified index, if necessary, regard-
ing—

(1) the activities of the Office related to
paragraphs (1) through (9) of subsection (d),
including any cooperative initiatives and
partnerships pursued with United States al-
lies and partners, and the results of such ac-
tivities, initiatives, and partnerships;

(2) the activities of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and the Russian Federation in
sectors related to certain critical and emerg-
ing technologies and the threats they pose to
the United States; and

(3) an inventory of all international re-
search and development programs for certain
critical and emerging technologies funded by
the Department or USAID that include par-
ticipation by institutions or organizations
that are affiliated with, or receive support
from, the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China or the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’’means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives.

(2) CERTAIN CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The term ‘‘certain critical and
emerging technologies’ means the tech-
nologies determined by the Secretary, in
consultation with other Federal agencies,
from the critical and emerging technologies
list published by the National Science and
Technology Council (NSTC) at the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, as amended
by subsequent updates to the list issued by
the NSTC.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9401. AFRICA BROADCASTING NETWORKS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Agency for
Global Media shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the re-
sources and timeline needed to establish
within the Agency an organization the mis-
sion of which shall be to promote democratic
values and institutions in Africa by pro-
viding objective, accurate, and relevant news
and information to the people of Africa and
counter disinformation from malign actors,
especially in countries in which a free press
is banned by the government or not fully es-
tablished, about the region, the world, and
the United States through uncensored news,
responsible discussion, and open debate.
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SEC. 9402. UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL
MEDIA.

Section 306 of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6205) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsection (g) and (h), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(f) SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT OF GRANT-
EES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), a grantee may not be debarred or
suspended without consultation with the
Chief Executive Officer and a three-fourths
majority vote of the Advisory Board in sup-
port of such action.

¢“(2) SUSPENSION.—

‘‘(A) CRITERIA FOR SUSPENSION.—A grantee
may not be suspended unless the Advisory
Board determines that the criteria described
in section 513.405 of title 22, Code of Federal
Regulations, have been met.

‘(B) SUSPENDING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the sus-
pending official (as described in section
513.105 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions).

¢“(3) DEBARMENT.—

““(A) CRITERIA FOR DEBARMENT.—A grantee
may not be debarred unless the Advisory
Board determines that one or more of the
causes described in section 513.305 of title 22,
Code of Federal Regulations, has been estab-
lished.

‘(B) DEBARRING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the debar-
ring official (as described in section 513.105 of
title 22, Code of Federal Regulations).”.

SEC. 9403. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS TO
SUPPORT UNITED STATES PARTICI-
PATION IN INTERNATIONAL FAIRS
AND EXPOS.

Section 9601 of the Department of State
Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I of Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3909) is amended in
subsection (b), by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2023
and 2024” and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, and 2027"°.

SEC. 9404. RESEARCH AND SCHOLAR EXCHANGE
PARTNERSHIPS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) it is in the strategic interest of the
United States to strengthen relations with
Sub-Saharan African states to promote
shared interests in the areas of—

(A) democracy and good governance;

(B) education and human capital;

(C) trade and economic development;

(D) science and technology;

(E) biodiversity, food, and agriculture; and

(F) the preservation and management of
natural resources, including critical min-
erals; and

(2) historically Black colleges and univer-
sities (referred to in this section as
““HBCUSs”) have a long history of—

(A) cultivating diaspora relations with
Sub-Saharan African states; and

(B) developing innovative solutions to
some of the world’s most pressing chal-
lenges.

(b) STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS.—The
Secretary and the Administrator should seek
to strengthen and expand partnerships and
educational exchange opportunities, includ-
ing by working with HBCUs, which build the
capacity and expertise of students, scholars,
and experts from Sub-Saharan Africa in key
development sectors.

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Adminis-
trator is authorized to—

(1) provide technical assistance to HBCUs
to assist in fulfilling the goals of this sec-
tion, including in developing contracts, oper-
ating agreements, legal documents, and re-
lated infrastructure; and
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(2) upon request, provide feedback to
HBCUs, to the maximum extent practicable,
after a grant rejection from relevant Federal
programs in order to improve future grant
applications, as appropriate.

SEC. 9405. WAIVER OF UNITED STATES RESI-
DENCY REQUIREMENT FOR CHIL-
DREN OF RADIO FREE EUROPE/
RADIO LIBERTY EMPLOYEES.

Section 320(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1431(a)(1)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (1)(B), by striking ‘;
or’”’ and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end of the following
new paragraph:

‘“(3) the child residing in the legal and
physical custody of a citizen parent who is
residing abroad as a result of employment
with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.”.

TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY
SEC. 9501. SECURE EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION
AND COUNTERTERRORISM ACT RE-
QUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe new guidance and
requirements consistent with the Secure
Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (title VI of division A of appendix
G of Public Law 106-113), as amended by the
Secure Embassy Construction and Counter-
terrorism Act of 2022 (section 9301 of Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3879) and submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port detailing such guidance and require-
ments, including the impact of implementa-
tion on United States diplomatic facilities
and construction projects.

(b) CONSEQUENCE FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—If
the Secretary fails to meet the requirement
under subsection (a) no Federal funds appro-
priated to the Department shall be used for
official travel by senior staff in the execu-
tive office of the Diplomatic Security Serv-
ice, including the Assistant Secretary for
Diplomatic Security, until such time as the
Secretary meets the requirement.

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
restriction in subsection (b) to meet urgent
and critical needs if the Secretary provides
written notification to the appropriate con-
gressional committees in advance of travel.
SEC. 9502. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION FOR

SERIOUS SECURITY INCIDENTS.

Section 301(a) of the Omnibus Diplomatic
Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4833(a)), is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

¢“(2) INITIAL CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—
The Secretary shall notify the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives, the majority and minority
leaders of the Senate, and the Speaker and
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives not later than 8 days after a possible
Serious Security Incident has taken place.
Such notification shall include a preliminary
description of the incident, of an incident de-
scribed in paragraph (1), including any
known individuals involved, when and where
the incident took place, and the next steps in
the investigation.”; and

(3) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by
paragraph (1) of this section, by striking
“paragraph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
3.

SEC. 9503. NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING SECU-
RITY DECISIONS AT DIPLOMATIC
POSTS.

Section 103(c) of section 103 of the Omnibus
Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act
of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4802(c)) is amended—
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(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) The Secretary’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) The Secretary of State shall notify the
appropriate congressional committees with-
in 10 days of any decision to retain authority
over or approve decisions at an overseas
post, including the movement of personnel.”.
SEC. 9504. SECURITY CLEARANCE SUSPENSION

PAY FLEXIBILITIES.

Section 610(c)(6) of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4010(c)(6)) is amended by
striking ‘‘paragraph 1(B)” and inserting
“this subsection’.

SEC. 9505. MODIFICATION TO NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT FOR SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCE SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCA-
TIONS.

Section 6710(a) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 2651a note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving such subparagraphs, as so redes-
ignated, 2 ems to the right;

(2) by striking “IN GENERAL.—With re-
spect” and inserting the following: ‘‘NOTIFI-
CATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect’’;

(3) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘revocation on’” and all
that follows through ‘‘or revocation’ and in-
serting ‘‘revocation on—

‘‘(A) the present employment status of the
covered official and whether the job duties of
the covered official have changed since such
suspension or revocation;

‘(B) the reason for such suspension or rev-
ocation;

“(C) the investigation of the covered offi-
cial and the results of such investigation;
and

‘(D) any negative fallout or impacts for
the Department of State, the United States
Government, or national security of the
United States as a result of the actions for
which the security clearance was suspended
or revoked.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) SUBMISSION TO INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITIES.—To the extent the basis for any sus-
pension or revocation of a security clearance
is premised on the unauthorized release of
intelligence (as defined by section 3(1) of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3003(1)), the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the House
of Representatives shall be an appropriate
congressional committee for the purposes of
this section.”.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
SEC. 9601. PERSONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT AU-
THORITY FOR THE UNITED STATES
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT.

Section 636(a) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2396(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(17) employing individuals or organiza-
tions, by contract, for services abroad for
purposes of this Act and title II of the Food
for Peace Act, and individuals employed by
contract to perform such services shall not
by virtue of such employment be considered
to be employees of the United States Govern-
ment (except that the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment may determine the applicability
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to such individuals of section 5 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1965 (22
U.S.C. 2672) regarding tort claims when such
claims arise in foreign countries in connec-
tion with United States operations abroad,
and of any other law administered by the Ad-
ministrator concerning the employment of
such individuals abroad), and such contracts
are authorized to be negotiated, the terms of
the contracts to be prescribed, and the work
to be performed, where necessary, without
regard to such statutory provisions as relate
to the negotiation, making, and performance
of contracts and performance of work in the
United States.”.

SEC. 9602. CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER

SURGE STAFFING.

Section 625 of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385) is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

“(k) CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER
SURGE STAFFING.—(1) The United States
Agency for International Development is au-
thorized to appoint personnel in the excepted
service using funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available under
the heading ‘Transition Initiatives’ in an Act
making appropriations for the Department
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs to carry out the provisions of part
I and chapter 4 of part II of this Act of and
section 509(b) of the Global Fragility Act of
2019 (title V of division J of Public Law 116—
94) to prevent or respond to foreign crises
and contexts with growing instability;

‘“(2) Funds authorized to carry out such
purposes may be made available for the oper-
ating expenses and administrative costs of
such personnel and may remain attributed to
any minimum funding requirement for which
they were originally made available.

“(8) The Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment shall coordinate with the Office of Per-
sonnel Management on implementation of
the appointment authority under paragraph
1).”.

SEC. 9603. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE WHILE ON
MILITARY LEAVE.

Section 908 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4088) is amended by inserting
‘“‘or United States Agency for International
Development’ after ‘A Department’.

SEC. 9604. INCLUSION IN THE PET TRANSPOR-
TATION EXCEPTION TO THE FLY
AMERICA ACT.

Section 6224(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of
Public Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 408la) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(1) by striking ‘‘the Department is’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Department and the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and other United States Gov-
ernment employees under chief of mission
authority are’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘Department personnel”
and inserting ‘‘Department and USAID per-
sonnel, and other United States Government
employees under chief of mission authority’.

TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 9701. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
TO PROMOTE UNITED STATES CIT-
IZEN EMPLOYMENT AT THE UNITED
NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL OR-
GANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President should di-
rect United States departments and agencies
to, in coordination with the Secretary —

(1) fund and recruit Junior Professional Of-
ficers for positions at the United Nations and
related specialized and technical organiza-
tions; and

(2) facilitate secondments, details, and
transfers to agencies and specialized and
technical bodies of the United Nations.
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(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated an ad-
ditional $20,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2025 through 2031 for the Secretary to
support Junior Professional Officers, details,
transfers, and interns that advance United
States interests at multilateral institutions
and international organizations, including to
recruit, train, and host events related to
such positions, and to promote United States
citizen candidates for employment and lead-
ership positions at multilateral institutions
and international organizations.

(c) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain
available until expended.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL  NOTIFICATION.—Not
later than 15 days prior to the obligation of
funds authorized to be appropriated under
this section, the Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a noti-
fication outlining the amount and proposed
use of such funds.

SEC. 9702. AMENDMENT TO REWARDS FOR JUS-
TICE PROGRAM.

Section 36(b) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘; or”’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(15) the restraining, seizing, forfeiting, or
repatriating of stolen assets linked to for-
eign government corruption and the proceeds
of such corruption.”.

SEC. 9703. PASSPORT AUTOMATION MODERNIZA-
TION.

The Act entitled ‘““An Act to regulate the
issue and validity of passports, and for other
purposes’’, approved July 3, 1926 (44 Stat. 887,
22 U.S.C. 211a), is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and through the use of
Department of State electronic systems,”’
after ‘‘the insular possessions of the United
States,”; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘person’’ and inserting ‘‘en-
tity”.

SEC. 9704. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PAYMENT IN
CONNECTION WITH THE INTER-
NATIONAL SPACE STATION.

Section 7(1) of Public Law 106-178 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note) is amended, in the undesignated
matter following subparagraph (B), by strik-
ing ‘“‘December 31, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2030”".

SEC. 9705. SUPPORT FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELE-
GATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) congressional travel is essential to fos-
tering international relations, understanding
global issues first-hand, and jointly advanc-
ing United States interests abroad; and

(2) only in close coordination and thanks
to the dedication of personnel at United
States embassies, consulates, and other mis-
sions abroad can the success of these vital
trips be possible.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall reaf-
firm to all diplomatic posts the importance
of Congressional travel and shall require all
such posts to support congressional travel by
members and staff of the appropriate con-
gressional committees fully, by making such
support available on any day of the week, in-
cluding Federal and local holidays and, to
the extent practical, requiring the direct in-
volvement of mid-level or senior officers.

(¢c) EXCEPTION FOR SIMULTANEOUS HIGH-
LEVEL VISITS.—The requirement under sub-
section (a) does not apply in the case of a si-
multaneous visit from the President, the



S5620

First Lady or First Gentleman, the Vice
President, the Secretary of State, or the Sec-
retary of Defense.

(d) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall require
all designated control officers to have been
trained on supporting congressional travel at
posts abroad prior to the assigned congres-
sional visit.

SEC. 9706. ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION WITH
VISA APPLICANTS.

Section 833(a)(5)(A) of the International
Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2005 (8
U.S.C. 1375a(a)(b)(A)) is amended by adding
at the end the following new clause:

“(vi) Mailings under this subsection may
be transmitted by electronic means, includ-
ing electronic mail. The Secretary of State
may communicate with visa applicants using
personal contact information provided to
them or to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity by the applicant, petitioner, or des-
ignated agent or attorney.”.

SEC. 9707. ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF VISA
INFORMATION.

Section 222 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘(1) ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of the immigra-
tion laws (as such term is defined in section
101(a)(17) of this Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)), all
requirements in the immigration laws for
communications with visa applicants shall
be deemed satisfied if electronic communica-
tions are sent to the applicant using per-
sonal contact information at an address for
such communications provided by the appli-
cant, petitioner, or designated agent or at-
torney. The Secretary of State shall take ap-
propriate actions to allow applicants to up-
date their personal contact information and
to ensure that electronic communications
can be securely transmitted to applicants.”.
SEC. 9708. INCLUSION OF COST ASSOCIATED

WITH PRODUCING REPORTS.

(a) ESTIMATED COST OF REPORTS.—Begin-
ning on October 1, 2026, and for the next
three fiscal years, the Secretary shall re-
quire that any report produced for external
distribution, including for distribution to
Congress, include the total estimated cost of
producing such report and the estimated
number of personnel hours.

(b) ANNUAL TOTAL COST OF REPORTS.—Not
later than 90 days after the end of each fiscal
year, beginning with fiscal year 2025, and for
the next three fiscal years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives an annual report listing the
reports issued for the prior fiscal year, the
frequency of each report, the total estimated
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cost associated with producing such report,
and the estimated number of personnel
hours.

SEC. 9709. EXTENSIONS.

(a) USAID CIVIL SERVICE ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—Section 625(j)(1)(B) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385(j)(1)(B))
shall be applied by striking ‘‘October 1, 2010’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2026°°.

(b) OVERSEAS PAY COMPARABILITY AND LIM-
ITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided
under section 1113 of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32; 123
Stat. 1904) shall remain in effect through
September 30, 2026.

(2) LIMITATION.—The authority described in
paragraph (1) may not be used to pay an eli-
gible member of the Foreign Service (as de-
fined in section 1113(b) of the Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32;
123 Stat. 1904)) a locality-based com-
parability payment (stated as a percentage)
that exceeds two-thirds of the amount of the
locality-based comparability payment (stat-
ed as a percentage) that would be payable to
such member under section 5304 of title 5,
United States Code, if such member’s official
duty station were in the District of Colum-
bia.

(c) INSPECTOR GENERAL ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—The authorities provided under section
1015(b) of the Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-212; 124 Stat. 2332)—

(1) shall remain in effect through Sep-
tember 30, 2026; and

(2) may be used to facilitate the assign-
ment of persons for oversight of programs in
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, and
Yemen.

(d) SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEES.—The au-
thority provided under section 301(a)(3) of
the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 TU.S.C.
4831(a)(3)) shall remain in effect for facilities
in Afghanistan and shall apply to facilities
in Ukraine through September 30, 2026, ex-
cept that the notification and reporting re-
quirements contained in such section shall
include the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have eight requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

e ————

July 30, 2024

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 30, 2024,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 30,
2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 30,
2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs and the
Committee on the Judiciary are au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at
10 a.m., to conduct a joint hearing.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 30, 2024, at 2:45 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY

The Subcommittee on Economic Pol-
icy of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2024

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency equivalent equivalent equivalent equivalent
or US. or US. or US. or US.
currency currency currency currency
Veronica Duron:
Chad CFA Franc BEAC . 320.86 320.86
Ghana Ghana Cedi 622.00 622.00
Nigeria Naira 690.00 690.00
United States US Dollar 1540420 oo 15,404.20
Delegation Expenses:*
Chad CFA Franc BEAC 7,367.91 7,367.91
Ghana Ghana Cedi 167.46 167.46
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