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Whereas, in 1948, Mays began his profes-
sional baseball career at age 16 in the Negro
American League, 11 years before the com-
plete integration of Major League Baseball
in 1959;

Whereas, in 1948, Mays recorded his first
professional hit at Rickwood Field in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, while playing for the
Birmingham Black Barons, and used his out-
standing fielding, batting, and base running
ability to help lead the team to the 1948
Negro World Series;

Whereas, in 1950, Mays signed a contract
with the New York Giants after graduating
from Fairfield Industrial High School, spent
a brief year in the minor leagues, and was
quickly called up to play his first game for
the New York Giants on May 24, 1951;

Whereas, in 1951, Mays was voted the Na-
tional League Rookie of the Year after re-
cording 68 runs batted in and 20 home runs in
121 games;

Whereas, from 1952 to 1954, Mays was draft-
ed into the Army and served the United
States during the Korean War;

Whereas during Mays military service, he
spent most of his time in the Army at Fort
Eustis, Virginia, as an athletic instructor
and played baseball for the Fort Eustis
Wheels;

Whereas, after Mays finished his service in
the Army, Mays returned to help the New
York Giants win the 1954 World Series by
robbing a Cleveland batter of a go-ahead run
with an implausible basket catch in deep
center field to win game 1 of the 1954 World
Series, in a moment that will be forever re-
membered as ‘‘The Catch’’;

Whereas Mays earned a remarkable num-
ber of awards and accolades throughout his
career in Major League Baseball, including—

(1) 24 All-Star Game selections;

(2) 2 National League Most Valuable Play-
er Awards;

(3) 12 Gold Glove Awards; and

(4) 4 National League home run leader ti-
tles;

Whereas Mays achieved a .302 lifetime bat-
ting average while recording 3,293 hits, 660
home runs, and a Major League Baseball all-
time record of 7,112 putouts from the out-
field;

Whereas Mays is the only player in Major
League Baseball history with more than 300
home runs, 300 stolen bases, 3,000 career hits,
and a career batting average greater than
.300;

Whereas the accomplishments by Mays
were not fully recognized until 2024, when
Major League Baseball incorporated the sta-
tistics from the Negro American League into
the Major League Baseball historical
records;

Whereas, in 1979, Mays was elected to the
Baseball Hall of Fame on his first ballot;

Whereas, as a tribute to the indelible im-
pact and enduring legacy of Mays, whose jer-
sey number was 24, the San Francisco Giants
and New York Mets retired the jersey num-
ber 24 so that no other player on those teams
could wear that number again;

Whereas the address of the stadium of the
San Francisco Giants is 24 Willie Mays
Plaza, in recognition of the contributions
and impact that Mays had on the San Fran-
cisco Giants organization throughout his
life;

Whereas, in 2015, Mays was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest
honor the President can award to a civilian;

Whereas, on June 18, 2024, Mays died at 93
years old, 2 days before Major League Base-
ball hosted its first ever game at Rickwood
Field in Birmingham, Alabama, where Mays
made his professional baseball debut 76 years
earlier; and

Whereas Mays personified the American
Dream by relying on his relentless work
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ethic and determination to become an im-
mortal giant of the national pastime of base-
ball, all while inspiring millions of people
across the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the timeless values of hard work
and sacrifice that William ‘“Willie” Howard
Mays, Jr. embodied;

(2) recognizes the inspiration that William
“Willie”> Howard Mays, Jr. was and con-
tinues to be for generations of people in the
United States; and

(3) celebrates the historic feats that Wil-
liam ‘‘Willie”’ Howard Mays, Jr. achieved
while playing baseball, the game that he
loved.

SENATE RESOLUTION 802—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 2024 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL CATFISH MONTH”

Mr. WICKER submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 802

Whereas the Catfish Institute recognizes
August to be National Catfish Month;

Whereas the States of Alabama, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas recognize
August to be National Catfish Month;

Whereas the States of Iowa, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, and Tennessee embody the
channel catfish as their State fish;

Whereas the United States farm-raised cat-
fish industry employs nearly 10,000 people
and creates more than $1,900,000,000 in eco-
nomic output;

Whereas the United States had more than
50,000 surface water acres used for catfish
production in 2023, and catfish growers in the
United States had $439,000,000 in sales during
2023;

Whereas the average catfish farmer pro-
duces 5,000 pounds of catfish per acre;

Whereas 99 percent of all United States
farm-raised catfish are grown in Alabama,

Arkansas, California, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, and
Texas;

Whereas catfish is the largest farm-raised
seafood product, by weight, in the United
States, representing over 50 percent of the
United States aquaculture industry;

Whereas United States catfish must meet
rigorous safety standards, making domestic
catfish a nutritious choice and a reliably
higher quality product than imported cat-
fish;

Whereas United States farm-raised catfish
and Chesapeake Bay blue catfish are sustain-
able and environmentally friendly seafood
products;

Whereas catfish is a lean fish and an excel-
lent source of protein; and

Whereas catfish is a versatile fish in the
cuisine of the United States, with a myriad
of regional and national recipes to be en-
joyed by all people of the United States:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 2024 as
Catfish Month’’;

(2) recognizes the contributions of all
workers, past and present, that produce,
process, and provide catfish for the people of
the United States;

(3) recognizes that purchasing United
States farm-raised catfish supports farmers,
jobs, and the economy of the United States;
and

(4) recognizes Chesapeake Bay watermen
for harvesting overpopulated blue catfish,
thereby protecting the health of the Chesa-
peake Bay.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 803—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
PURPLE MARTINS TO UNITED
STATES ECOSYSTEMS, TOURISM,
AND HISTORY BY DESIGNATING
AUGUST 10, 2024, AS “PURPLE
MARTIN CONSERVATION DAY”

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
FETTERMAN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 803

Whereas purple martins (Progne subis) are
the largest swallows in North America and
have 3 subspecies that are unique to North
and South America;

Whereas, every year, approximately
8,700,000 purple martins migrate from South
America to North America for breeding sea-
son, visiting 48 out of 50 States, as well as
portions of southern Canada and Mexico;

Whereas, beginning in July of each year,
adult and juvenile purple martins congregate
at roosts and migrate to South America for
the winter months;

Whereas, thousands of years ago, Native
Americans began providing man-made dwell-
ings for purple martins after recognizing
their utility as pest and insect regulators;

Whereas habitat loss and the spread of
non-native invasive bird species have pushed
purple martins to transition to man-made
dwellings, upon which purple martins now
depend for survival east of the Rocky Moun-
tains;

Whereas, in the face of population decline,
successful conservation efforts of modern
birders in the United States have helped the
purple martin to remain a species of least
concern; and

Whereas, in 2024, there are more than
220,000 active purple martin colonies across
the United States that offer aesthetic bene-
fits, foster tourism, maintain ecological di-
versity, and provide immense educational
opportunity for children and adults alike:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 10, 2024, as ‘‘Purple
Martin Conservation Day’’; and

(2) recognizes the economic, educational,
historical, and aesthetic value that purple
martins offer to people of the United States
of all ages.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 804—RECOG-
NIZING EDMUNDO GONZALEZ

URRUTIA AS THE PRESIDENT-
ELECT OF VENEZUELA

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. ScorT of Florida, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
CAssIDY, and Mr. BENNET) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 804

Whereas, on July 28, 2024, Venezuela held
Presidential elections, the first in the coun-
try since the widely discredited Presidential
election in 2018;

Whereas the elections were neither free nor
fair, and the process lacked respect for fun-
damental freedoms, with the Carter Center
stating, ‘‘Venezuela’s 2024 presidential elec-
tion did not meet international standards of
electoral integrity and cannot be considered
democratic.”’;

Whereas President Joe Biden has publicly
stated the need for an immediate release of
full, transparent, and detailed voting data by
Venezuelan authorities;

Whereas the data released by the vast ma-
jority of polling centers showed that the
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leader of the opposition, Edmundo Gonzalez
Urrutia, won with an overwhelming number
of votes;

Whereas the Venezuelan people have dem-
onstrated their desire to live in peace and
political freedom, represented by a demo-
cratically elected President of their choos-
ing;

Whereas many international organizations
and heads of state have voiced concern with
the lack of transparency throughout the
electoral process; and

Whereas numerous countries have either
called for transparency in the tally of elec-
tion results or have rejected the results out-
right based on clear evidence of fraud, in-
cluding Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, the Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Pan-
ama, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Spain, and
Uruguay: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the victory of Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia in the Presidential election
in Venezuela held on July 28, 2024;

(2) notes that such recognition is widely
shared around the world;

(3) asserts that the victory of Edmundo
Gonzalez marks the return of a democrat-
ically elected leader at the national level in
Venezuela; and

(4) stands in solidarity with the Ven-
ezuelan people in their democratic aspira-
tions to live freely without repression.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 805—COM-
MEMORATING THE TENTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MURDER OF
JAMES WRIGHT FOLEY AND
CALLING FOR THE MORAL COUR-
AGE TO PRIORITIZE THE RE-
TURN OF AMERICANS HELD CAP-
TIVE ABROAD AND TAKE ALL
NECESSARY EFFORTS TO DETER
INTERNATIONAL HOSTAGE TAK-
ING AND ARBITRARY DETENTION

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
GRAHAM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 805

Whereas James W. Foley was an American
freelance journalist, an author, teacher and
humanitarian from New Hampshire;

Whereas James dedicated his career to ro-
bust, independent, and compassionate jour-
nalism that took him to war zones and class-
rooms alike;

Whereas, upon his return after being de-
tained for six weeks in Libya, James said,
“for some reason I have physical courage,
but, that’s nothing compared to moral cour-
age. If I don’t have the moral courage to
challenge authority, to write about things
that might have reprisals on my career, if I
don’t have that moral courage, we don’t have
journalism’’;

Whereas, on November 22, 2012, James was
kidnapped while reporting on the conflict in
northern Syria;

Whereas, on August 19, 2014, James Wright
Foley was publicly beheaded by ISIS, his
death then used as propaganda to recruit for
jihad against the United States of America;

Whereas, on September 4, 2014, the James
W. Foley Legacy Foundation was established
to inspire the moral courage needed to se-
cure the freedom of Americans taken captive
abroad, prevent future hostage-taking, and
promote journalist safety;

Whereas the Foley Foundation partici-
pated in the National Counter Terrorism
Center task force, ordered by President
Barack Obama to evaluate United States
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hostage policy and engagement with families
of those held captive;

Whereas, on June 24, 2015, President Obama
issued Presidential Policy Directive 30,
which committed to ‘‘achieving the safe and
rapid recovery of U.S. nationals taken hos-
tage outside the United States’” and estab-
lished the current United States hostage en-
terprise, which includes the Hostage Re-
sponse Group (HRG) at the National Secu-
rity Council, the Special Presidential Envoy
for Hostage Affairs (SPEHA), and the Hos-
tage Recovery Fusion Cell (HRFC) that to-
gether pursue recovery strategies, support
returned hostages and families of current
hostages, and coordinate the use of diplo-
matic, law enforcement, intelligence, and
military capabilities to resolve international
hostage-takings;

Whereas the Foley Foundation has worked
since 2014, in collaboration with the United
States Government’s hostage enterprise and
families of United States nationals taken
hostage abroad by terrorists or criminals
and those wrongfully detained by nation
states to help reunite families;

Whereas, in 2019, after negotiating the re-
lease of a United States citizen wrongfully
detained in Iran, President Trump reiterated
that ‘‘the highest priority of the United
States is the safety and well-being of its citi-
zens. Freeing Americans held captive is of
vital importance to my Administration, and
we will continue to work hard to bring home
all our citizens wrongfully held captive over-
seas.”’;

Whereas, since 2019, the Foley Foundation
has annually published research in the
“Bringing Americans Home” report, which
evaluates the experiences of American fami-
lies with a loved one held captive abroad, re-
turned hostages and detainees, and govern-
ment and nongovernment experts;

Whereas, in December 2020, Congress
passed, and President Trump reaffirmed the
United States commitment to bringing home
American citizens by signing into law the
Robert Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hos-
tage-Taking Accountability Act (22 U.S.C.
1741 et seq.) to prioritize and provide assist-
ance to Americans wrongfully detained
abroad and to their family members;

Whereas, in September 2021, Alexanda
Kotey pleaded guilty to eight counts of kid-
napping, torture, and accessory to murder of
four Americans, including James Wright
Foley, Kayla Jean Mueller, Steven Joel
Sotloff, and Peter Edward Kassig;

Whereas, on August 19, 2022, the Depart-
ment of Justice convicted former British
jihadist, El1 Shafee ElSheik in Federal Court
in the Southern District of Virginia for the
kidnapping, torture, and murder of Ameri-
cans Sotloff, Kassig, Mueller, and Foley, as
well as three British citizens;

Whereas, under Democratic and Repub-
lican presidents, the United States has suc-
cessfully freed more than 120 Americans
from unjust captivity abroad;

Whereas President Joe Biden’s July 2022
Executive Order 14078 (relating to bolstering
efforts to bring hostages and wrongfully de-
tained United States nationals home) de-
clared that hostage taking and the wrongful
detention of United States nationals con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States; and

Whereas the targeting of United States na-
tionals for use as political pawns by nation
states is a grave threat to the security of
United States nationals traveling abroad,
seeks to hold the United State Government
hostage, and strains international stability:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) stands with all those who have been
taken hostage or wrongfully detained, those
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who have been released, and the families and
friends who fight for their freedom;

(2) prioritizes the return of all innocent
United States nationals targeted for kidnap-
ping or wrongful detention abroad and will
continue to take the necessary steps to deter
our adversaries from using Americans as
tools for their geopolitical ambitions;

(3) acknowledges the need to urgently
work with allies and partners to develop a
coordinated approach to deter and prevent
international hostage-taking;

(4) condemns the practice of targeting and
wrongfully detaining Americans in order to
threaten American sovereignty and interfere
with United States foreign policy;

(5) supports efforts to ensure that the
United States Government hostage enter-
prise is properly resourced and authorized to
address the evolving dynamic of hostage-
taking and wrongful detention, including
through the Hostage Response Group at the
National Security Council, the Hostage Re-
covery Fusion Cell, the Special Presidential
Envoy for Hostage Affairs, and supporting
departments and agencies to speed the safe
return of United States nationals held hos-
tage abroad and deter future hostage-taking;

(6) commends the personnel, past and
present, of the hostage enterprise who have
endeavored to faithfully execute the mission
of recovering Americans unjustly held cap-
tive abroad; and

(7) recognizes August 19, 2014, as a solemn
remembrance of the national security threat
posed by maligned captors and its sacred ob-
ligation to protect United States nationals
abroad from being taken captive unjustly.

—————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION  40—ESTABLISHING NEW
CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT TO
ADDRESS REGULATORY REFORM

Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Ms. LuMMIs, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. ScHMITT, and Mr. DAINES) sub-
mitted the following concurrent resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration:

S. CON. RES. 40

Whereas there are more than 3,000 final
rules issued every year by more than 50 Fed-
eral agencies;

Whereas a rule is defined in section 551 of
title 5, United States Code, as ‘‘the whole or
part of an agency statement of general or
particular applicability and future effect de-
signed to implement, interpret, or prescribe
law or policy’’;

Whereas subchapter II of chapter 5, and
chapter 7, of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“‘Administrative
Procedure Act’) established standards for
the issuance of rules using formal rule-
making and informal rulemaking proce-
dures;

Whereas informal rulemaking, also known
as ‘‘notice and comment’” rulemaking or
‘“‘section 553 rulemaking, is the most com-
mon type of rulemaking;

Whereas, in rulemaking proceedings, for-
mal hearings must be held and interested
parties must be given the chance to com-
ment on the proposed rule or regulation, and
once adopted, the rule or regulation is re-
quired to be published in the Federal Reg-
ister;

Whereas, according to the 2023 Ten Thou-
sand Commandments report by the Competi-
tive Enterprise Institute, the top 5 Federal
rulemaking agencies (which, in 2022, were
the Department of the Interior, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the Department of
Transportation, the Department of Com-
merce, and the Department of Health and
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