7
S5982

AMENDMENT NO. 2717
At the request of Mr. BROWN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2717 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3234
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 3234 intended to be
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself,
Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. CASEY):

S. 5026. A bill to establish programs
to reduce rates of sepsis; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the text of
the bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 5026

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing
Enhanced Programs, Systems, and Initia-
tives for Sepsis Act’” or the “SEPSIS Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds as follows:

(1) 1,700,000 individuals in the United
States are infected by sepsis annually and
350,000 individuals in the United States are
killed by sepsis each year.

(2) Sepsis affects different groups of people
unevenly, with Black Americans twice as
likely to die from it than non-Hispanic white
Americans.

(3) Disparities in the incidence and sever-
ity of, and mortality attributable to, sepsis
persist across race and socioeconomic status.

(4) There is a need for increased Federal in-
vestment in research related to sepsis to
build on research supported by the National
Institutes of Health, including research with
a pediatric focus supported by the Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development.

(5) The infectious disease workforce, which
plays a key role in reducing the burden of
sepsis, needs additional support to recruit
and retain health care professionals engaged
in infection prevention and related patient
care.

(6) Sepsis is one of the most expensive con-
ditions to treat in hospitals in the United
States, with high spending compounded by
frequent hospital re-admissions, including 1
in 5 patient re-admissions within 30 days of
discharge and 1 in 3 patient re-admissions
within 180 days of discharge.
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(7) According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 80 percent of sepsis
cases begin outside of the hospital.

(8) Most sepsis fatalities are preventable
with early recognition, diagnosis, and treat-
ment.

(9) The sepsis protocols for hospitals in
New York State, called ‘“‘Rory’s Regula-
tions’ for Rory Staunton who died from pre-
ventable, treatable sepsis at 12 years of age,
have been proven to save lives through rapid
identification and treatment of sepsis.

(10) Providers and public health experts
should study and learn from Rory’s Regula-
tions to find ways to end preventable deaths
from sepsis on a national scale.

SEC. 3. SEPSIS PROGRAMS.

Title IIT of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 241 et seq.) is amended by inserting
after section 317V the following:

“SEC. 317W. SEPSIS PROGRAMS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (referred to in
this section as the ‘Director’), shall maintain
a sepsis team for purposes of—

‘(1) leading an education campaign on best
practices for addressing sepsis in hospitals,
such as the practices outlined in the Hos-
pital Sepsis Program Core Elements set
forth by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention;

‘“(2) improving data collection on pediatric
sepsis;

‘“(8) sharing information with the Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services to inform the development
and implementation of sepsis quality meas-
ures to improve outcomes for patients;

‘“(4) updating data elements with respect
to sepsis used by the United States Core
Data for Interoperability, in coordination
with the heads of other relevant agencies
and offices of the Department of Health and
Human Services, including the National Co-
ordinator for Health Information Tech-
nology, the Director of the Office of Public
Health Data, Surveillance, and Technology;

“(5) facilitating efforts across the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to de-
velop outcome measures with respect to sep-
sis; and

‘“(6) carrying out other activities related to
sepsis, as the Director determines appro-
priate.

““(b) REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT OF OUTCOME
MEASURES.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the Securing Enhanced
Programs, Systems, and Initiatives for Sep-
sis Act, the Director shall submit to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Committee
on Energy and Commerce of the House of
Representatives a report on the development
and implementation of outcome measures
for sepsis, for both adult and pediatric popu-
lations, that take into consideration the so-
cial and clinical factors that affect the like-
lihood a patient will develop sepsis.

“(c) ANNUAL BRIEFING ON SEPSIS ACTIVI-
TIES.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Securing Enhanced Pro-
grams, Systems, and Initiatives for Sepsis
Act, and annually thereafter, the Director
shall present to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives a
briefing on—

‘(1) aggregate data on the adoption by hos-
pitals of sepsis best practices, including the
Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements, as
reported by hospitals to the Director, using
the hospital sepsis program assessment tool
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and State sepsis reporting require-
ments;
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“(2) rates of pediatric sepsis and efforts to
reduce cases of pediatric sepsis, including
how the Hospital Sepsis Program Core Ele-
ments can be effective at supporting efforts
to reduce cases of pediatric sepsis;

¢“(3) the coordination of sepsis reduction ef-
forts across the Department of Health and
Human Services;

‘“(4) in partnership with the Director of the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality,
an evaluation of the impact of the Hospital
Sepsis Program Core Elements on quality of
care for patients;

‘“(b) data sharing from the National
Healthcare Safety Network with other agen-
cies and offices of the Department of Health
and Human Services with respect to sepsis;
and

‘(6) a report on the latest datasets on sep-
sis, as provided to the Director by the Direc-
tor of the Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality.

¢“(d) HONOR ROLL PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may es-
tablish a voluntary program for recognizing
hospitals that maintain effective sepsis pro-
grams or improve their sepsis programs over
time, including in the areas of early detec-

tion, effective treatment, and overall
progress in the reduction of the burden of
sepsis.

‘(2) APPLICATIONS; SELECTION.—In carrying
out paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

““(A) solicit applications from hospitals;
and

‘‘(B) establish public benchmarks by which
the Secretary will select hospitals for rec-
ognition under such paragraph, including
with respect to each area described in such
paragraph.

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
To carry out this section, there are author-
ized to be appropriated $20,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2025 through 2029.”".

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  808—CON-
GRATULATING AND EXPRESSING
GRATITUDE TO COMMANDER
JEREMY ROBERTSON AND THE
CREW OF THE USS CARNEY FOR
THE EXEMPLARY AND HISTORIC
PERFORMANCE DURING THEIR
235-DAY DEPLOYMENT TO THE
UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
EUROPE-AFRICA AND THE
UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
CENTRAL COMMAND

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:

S. RES. 808

Whereas the USS Carney (DDG-64), an
Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer
of the United States Navy, has completed a
historic deployment, and its crew has dem-
onstrated exceptional skill and bravery in
the interception of missiles and drones, the
first time the United States Navy has di-
rectly engaged an enemy to such a degree
since World War II;

Whereas, during its deployment, the crew
of the USS Carney successfully conducted 51
engagements against Houthi-launched weap-
ons, intercepting multiple threats, including
cruise missiles, anti-ship ballistic missiles,
and unmanned aerial vehicles, showcasing
the advanced capabilities and readiness of
the United States Navy;
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Whereas the deployment of the USS Car-
ney included multiple defensive strikes
against Houthis in Yemen, destroying 20 tar-
gets, and the USS Carney and the USS
Arleigh Burke (DDG-51) successfully engaged
an Iranian ballistic missile, preventing po-
tential harm to the United States Armed
Forces and United States allies;

Whereas the successful and impactful oper-
ations carried out by the USS Carney con-
tributed significantly to the safety and secu-
rity of international waters and the protec-
tion of nations that are United States allies;

Whereas, in addition to providing ballistic
missile and air defense in the Red Sea, the
USS Carney also answered a distress call
from a civilian ship and provided 600 gallons
of Aqueous Film Forming Foam, helping to
extinguish a fire in a cargo tank and ulti-
mately aiding in the ship’s survival, with no
lives lost;

Whereas the actions of the USS Carney
were crucial in protecting both commercial
and military vessels in the Red Sea and sur-
rounding waters, ensuring the safety of
international shipping lanes;

Whereas the deployment of the USS Car-
ney exemplifies the commitment of the
United States to maintaining peace and sta-
bility through superior maritime defense ca-
pabilities;

Whereas the crew members of the USS Car-
ney displayed unwavering dedication, profes-
sionalism, and teamwork in the face of com-
plex and dangerous missions;

Whereas the homecoming of the USS Car-
ney to Naval Station Mayport marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the distinguished serv-
ice history of the vessel, bringing pride and
honor to the United States Navy and the na-
tion as a whole;

Whereas the USS Carney, in addition to
the entire Dwight D. Eisenhower Strike
Group, received the Combat Action Ribbon
for satisfactory performance under enemy
fire;

Whereas Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del
Toro awarded a Navy Unit Commendation to
the United States Naval Forces Central Com-
mand, highlighting the bravery and decisive
actions of the crew of the USS Carney;

Whereas the crew of the USS Carney was
previously recognized with a Combat Action
Ribbon in January 2024; and

Whereas Commanding Officer of the USS
Carney, Jeremy Robertson, and the sailors
aboard the USS Carney have received numer-
ous awards and medals for their leadership
and dedication to the mission: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the crew of the USS Car-
ney for its successful completion of a his-
toric deployment;

(2) expresses gratitude to the crew mem-
bers for their exemplary service and dedica-
tion to the mission of protecting national
and international security;

(3) recognizes the importance of the con-
tributions of the USS Carney to the stra-
tegic posture and the power projected by the
United States Navy in the Middle East;

(4) commends the leadership and tactical
expertise demonstrated by the commanding
officers and crew members during their de-
ployment; and

(5) celebrates the safe return and trium-
phant homecoming of the USS Carney to
Naval Station Mayport, acknowledging the
sacrifices made by the crew members and
their families.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  809—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, AS ‘“NA-

TIONAL SEPSIS DAY

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REs. 809

Whereas sepsis is a medical condition
caused by a severe immune response to infec-
tion or traumatic injury;

Whereas the overwhelming flood of inflam-
matory signals released into the blood to
fight infection can impair blood flow, injur-
ing the body’s organs;

Whereas sepsis is a serious infection and a
leading cause of death and disability in the
United States;

Whereas severe sepsis can result in septic
shock, exposing the patient to potentially
fatal multiple organ failure;

Whereas 1,700,000 people in the TUnited
States are infected by sepsis annually;

Whereas sepsis kills 350,000 people in the
United States each year;

Whereas sepsis is one of the most expensive
conditions to treat in hospitals in the United
States, with high spending compounded by
frequent hospital readmissions, including 1
in 5 patient readmissions within 30 days of
discharge and 1 in 3 patient readmissions
within 180 days of discharge;

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 80 percent of
sepsis cases begin outside the hospital;

Whereas most sepsis fatalities are prevent-
able, and early recognition, diagnosis, and
treatment of sepsis can prevent loss of life;

Whereas the sepsis protocols for hospitals
in New York State, called ‘“Rory’s Regula-
tions”’ for Rory Staunton who died from pre-
ventable, treatable sepsis at 12 years of age,
have been proven to save lives through rapid
identification and treatment of sepsis;

Whereas providers and public health ex-
perts should study and learn from Rory’s
Regulations to find ways to end preventable
deaths from sepsis; and

Whereas September 13, 2024, would be an
appropriate date to designate as ‘‘National
Sepsis Day’ to coincide with the inter-
national designation of September 13 as
“World Sepsis Day’, to raise awareness of
the condition, to encourage the education of
patients, families, health care professionals,
and government agencies on the seriousness
of sepsis and the importance of early detec-
tion as the key to survival, and to focus at-
tention and energy towards the ultimate
goal of ending sepsis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of September 13, 2024, as ‘‘National
Sepsis Day”’.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 810—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 11 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 17, 2024, AS “PATRIOT
WEEK”’

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 810

Whereas the events that led to the signing
of the Constitution of the United States by
the delegates to the Constitutional Conven-
tion on September 17, 1787, have significance
for every citizen of the United States and are
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honored in public schools across the United
States on Constitution Day, which is Sep-
tember 17 of each year;

Whereas the rule of law, the social com-
pact, democracy, liberty, equality, and
unalienable human rights are the essential
values upon which the United States flour-
ishes;

Whereas diversity is one of the greatest
strengths of the United States, and the
motto inscribed on the Great Seal of the
United States, “E pluribus unum’, Latin for
“‘out of many, one’’, symbolizes that individ-
uals in the United States from all walks of
life are unified by shared values;

Whereas exceptional, visionary, and indis-
pensable individuals such as Thomas Paine,
Patrick Henry, John Adams, John Marshall,
George Washington, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Susan B. Anthony, Rosa Parks, Harriet Tub-
man, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Thomas Jefferson,
and James Madison founded or advanced the
United States;

Whereas the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution of the United States, the
Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions
signed in Seneca Falls, New York, the Get-
tysburg Address, the Emancipation Procla-
mation, and the ‘I Have a Dream’’ speech de-
livered by Martin Luther King, Jr., express
sentiments that have advanced liberty in the
United States; and

Whereas the Bennington flag (commonly
known as the ‘“’76 flag’’), the Betsy Ross flag,
the current flag of the United States, the
flag of the women’s suffrage movement, the
Union flag (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fort
Sumter flag’’), the Gadsden flag, and the
flags of the States are physical symbols of
the history of the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
September 11 through September 17, 2024, as
“Patriot Week’’;

(2) recognizes that understanding the his-
tory of the United States and the first prin-
ciples of the United States is indispensable
to the survival of the United States as a free
people;

(3) acknowledges, in great reverence to the
victims of the September 11, 2001, attacks,
that citizens of the United States should
take time to honor the first principles,
founders, documents, and symbols of their
history;

(4) recognizes that each generation should
renew the spirit of the United States based
on the first principles, historical figures,
founding documents, and symbols of the
United States; and

(5) encourages citizens, schools and other
educational institutions, and Federal, State,
and local governments and their agencies to
recognize and participate in Patriot Week by
honoring, celebrating, and promoting the
study of the history of the United States so
that all people of the United States may
offer the reverence that is due to the free re-
public.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  811—CON-
DEMNING THE HORRIFIC SHOOT-
ING AT APALACHEE HIGH
SCHOOL IN WINDER, GEORGIA,
RECOGNIZING THE VICTIMS, AND
EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES AND
SUPPORT TO THEIR FAMILIES
AND THEIR COMMUNITIES

Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and Mr.
OSSOFF) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
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