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a Federal agency has completed for a project 
(or that have been completed under the laws 
and procedures of a State or Indian Tribe), 
including for determining the reasonable 
range of alternatives for that project. 

‘‘(2) RELIANCE ON PRIOR STUDIES AND DECI-
SIONS.—In completing an environmental re-
view under NEPA for a covered activity, the 
Secretary may consider and, as appropriate, 
rely on or adopt prior studies and decisions, 
if the Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(A) those prior studies and decisions meet 
the standards for an adequate statement, as-
sessment, or determination under applicable 
procedures of the Department of Commerce 
implementing the requirements of NEPA; 

‘‘(B) in the case of prior studies and deci-
sions completed under the laws and proce-
dures of a State or Indian Tribe, those laws 
and procedures are of equal or greater rigor 
than those of each applicable Federal law, 
including NEPA, implementing procedures of 
the Department of Commerce; or 

‘‘(C) if applicable, the prior studies and de-
cisions are informed by other analysis or 
documentation that would have been pre-
pared if the prior studies and decisions were 
prepared by the Secretary under NEPA. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘covered 

activity’ means any activity relating to the 
construction, expansion, or modernization of 
a facility, the investment in which is eligible 
for Federal financial assistance under sec-
tion 9902 or 9906. 

‘‘(2) NEPA.—The term ‘NEPA’ means the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I have five requests for commit-
tees to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate. They have the approval of 
the Majority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, September 11, 
2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, September 11, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing on a nomi-
nation. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, 2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing on nominations. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 11, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a closed business meeting and 
briefing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 

The Subcommittee on Water and 
Power of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 11, 2024, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that my in-
terns be granted floor privileges for 
their shadow days as follows: Mabel 
Knapick for September 18, 2024; Amelia 
Nason for September 25, 2024; Sophia 
Spry for November 14, 2024; Sophie 
Davenport for November 19, 2024; Dono-
van Young for November 21, 2024; Max 
Townsend for December 4, 2024; Karis 
Rohrer for December 10, 2024; Gissel 
Narvaez-Santiago for December 12, 
2024, and Jordan Montovino for Decem-
ber 17, 2024. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2024 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. 3764 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3764) to extend and authorize an-

nual appropriations for the United States 
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom through fiscal year 2026. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3764) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 3764 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom Reauthorization Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON INTER-

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 207(a) of the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6435(a)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2023 and 2024’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2025 and 2026’’. 

(b) EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Section 
209 of the International Religious Freedom 
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) is amended by 
striking ‘‘September 30, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘September 30, 2026’’. 

ROYALTY RESILIENCY ACT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H.R. 7377, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 7377) to amend the Federal Oil 

and Gas Royalty Management Act of 1982 to 
improve the management of royalties from 
oil and gas leases, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 7377) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions: S. Res. 810, Patriot Week, and S. 
Res. 811, Apalachee High School. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolutions be agreed 
to, the preambles be agreed to, and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that when the Senate com-
pletes its business today, it stand ad-
journed until 10 a.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 12; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that following the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate proceed 
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Provinzino nomination 
postcloture; further, that notwith-
standing rule XXII, all time be consid-
ered expired at 11:30 a.m., and upon dis-
position of the Provinzino nomination, 
the Senate resume consideration of the 
Ritz nomination; further, that the Sen-
ate vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the Ritz nomination at 1:45 
p.m.; finally, that if any nominations 
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are confirmed during Thursday’s ses-
sion, the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to 

come before the Senate, I ask that it 
stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:19 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
September 12, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate September 11, 2024: 

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL 
FOUNDATION 

HEATHER M. CAHOON, OF MONTANA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MORRIS K. UDALL 
AND STEWART L. UDALL FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EX-
PIRING OCTOBER 6, 2024. 

HEATHER M. CAHOON, OF MONTANA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MORRIS K. UDALL 
AND STEWART L. UDALL FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EX-
PIRING OCTOBER 6, 2030. 

THE JUDICIARY 

MARY KAY LANTHIER, OF VERMONT, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
VERMONT. 
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