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carefully constructed. It is a bill that
is designed to save lives.

It is important to note once again
that this proposal protects the due
process and Second Amendment rights
of servicemembers. It would not create
a Federal crisis intervention program
or impose new requirements on States
or alter existing State programs or di-
rect States to adopt such crisis inter-
vention programs. The bill preserves
the ability of States to craft their own
crisis intervention programs. The
Armed Forces would simply operate
within each State’s framework, pro-
vided that the State programs adhere
to the due process and Second Amend-
ment protections already specified by
Congress in the Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act.

Moreover, if a current or former serv-
icemember seeks to regain possession
of his or her firearms through a judi-
cial proceeding, he or she would be en-
titled to evidence from the military
that could be helpful to his or her case.

This legislation also does not affect
the military’s existing authority to
disarm servicemembers of their issued
weapons in a broad range of situations
that are unrelated to a serious, cred-
ible threat of violence or involuntary
commitment to a mental hospital.

We often search for something good
to come from a terrible tragedy. After
shoppers were killed in Buffalo, NY,
and schoolchildren and teachers were
murdered in Uvalde, TX, we came to-
gether in this Chamber to pass the Bi-
partisan Safer Communities Act. I was
honored to be part of that effort, which
I believe has saved lives. Indeed, in
June, the Department of Justice an-
nounced that it had charged more than
500 defendants under the provisions of
that law that target unlawful traf-
ficking and straw purchasing of fire-
arms. I coauthored those provisions to
help take dangerous criminals off the
streets, and that is exactly what is
happening.

Nothing that we can do can take
away the pain, the shock, and the un-
derstandable anger felt by the families
who lost loved ones last October, but
we can and we should take legislative
and administrative actions in response
to the Lewiston tragedy. By taking
such actions, we have a chance to help
servicemembers in crisis. We have a
chance to help protect our neighbors,
our families, our communities. We
have a chance to save lives.

Let me end by thanking my col-
league from Maine Senator KING for co-
sponsoring this legislation. I urge the
rest of our colleagues to join us in this
important effort.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 817—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2024, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION
WEEK”’

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. WARREN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Ms.
SMITH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 817

Whereas direct care workers, including di-
rect support professionals, personal assist-
ants, personal attendants, in-home support
workers, and paraprofessionals, are key to
providing publicly funded, long-term support
and services for millions of individuals with
disabilities;

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide essential services that ensure that all
individuals with disabilities are—

(1) included as a valued part of the commu-
nities in which those individuals live;

(2) supported at home, at work, and in the
communities of the United States; and

(3) empowered to live with the dignity that
all people of the United States deserve;

Whereas, by fostering connections between
individuals with disabilities and their fami-
lies, friends, and communities, direct sup-
port professionals ensure that individuals
with disabilities thrive and provide an alter-
native to institutional care;

Whereas direct support professionals build
close, respectful, and trusting relationships
with individuals with disabilities and pro-
vide a broad range of personalized support to
those individuals, including—

(1) helping individuals make person-cen-
tered choices;

(2) assisting with personal care, meal prep-
aration, medication management, and other
aspects of daily living;

(3) assisting individuals in accessing the
community and securing competitive, inte-
grated employment;

(4) providing transportation to school,
work, religious, and recreational activities;

(5) helping with general daily affairs, such
as assisting with financial matters, medical
appointments, and personal interests; and

(6) assisting individuals in the transition
to living in the communities of their choice;

Whereas there is a critical and increasing
shortage of direct support professionals
throughout the United States, a crisis that
was exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic,
bringing uncertainty and risk to individuals
with disabilities;

Whereas direct support professionals do
not have their own Standard Occupational
Classification for the purposes of Federal
data collection, including data produced by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Labor;

Whereas the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget should, as part of the
current revision of the Standard Occupa-
tional Classification system, consider estab-
lishing a separate code for direct support
professionals as a healthcare support occupa-
tion;

Whereas the direct care workforce, includ-
ing direct support professionals, is expected
to be among the fastest growing occupations
in the United States;

Whereas many direct
sionals—

support profes-
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(1) may be the primary financial providers
for their families;

(2) are hardworking, taxpaying citizens
who provide a critical service in the United
States; and

(3) continue to earn low wages, receive in-
adequate benefits, and have limited opportu-
nities for advancement, resulting in high
turnover and vacancy rates that adversely
affect the quality of support, safety, and
health of individuals with disabilities; and

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States, in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581
(1999)—

(1) recognized the importance of the dein-
stitutionalization of, and community-based
services for, individuals with disabilities;
and

(2) held that, under the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et
seq.), a State must provide person-centered,
community-based service options to individ-
uals with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 8, 2024, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week™’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting individ-
uals with disabilities in the United States
and the families of those individuals;

(4) commends direct support professionals
for being integral to the provision of long-
term support and services for individuals
with disabilities;

(5) acknowledges the nearly 2,000 com-
ments regarding supporting the inclusion of
a Standard Occupational Classification cat-
egory for direct support professionals; and

(6) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of public policies affecting individuals
with disabilities in the United States can de-
pend on the dedication of direct support
professionals.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 818—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR AND
CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SERVICEMEN’S
READJUSTMENT ACT OF 1944

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. TESTER, and Mr. BOOZMAN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 818

Whereas, on July 28, 1943, in seeking a solu-
tion to integrate returning members of the
Armed Forces into civilian life, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt called for a com-
prehensive set of veterans benefits during a
fireside chat saying, ‘‘While concentrating
on military victory, we are not neglecting
the planning of the things to come ... .
Among many other things we are, today, lay-
ing plans for the return to civilian life of our
gallant men and women in the Armed Serv-
ices.”;

Whereas, on June 22, 1944, in demonstra-
tion of the full support of the United States
for the transition of members of the Armed
Forces to civilian life, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed into law the Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act of 1944 (68 Stat. 284, chap-
ter 268), commonly known as the ‘“GI Bill of
Rights’’;

Whereas the Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act of 1944 was the culmination of the tire-
less work and advocacy of veterans service
organizations and Members of Congress;

Whereas the Act made immediate financial
support, transformative educational bene-
fits, and home loan guarantees available to
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the approximately 16,000,000 veterans who
served in the Armed Forces during World
War II;

Whereas the Act helped approximately
7,800,000 veterans enroll in post-secondary
education or training, helped to democratize
higher education in the United States, and
caused total post-secondary education en-
rollment to grow exponentially from 1,676,856
in 1945, with veterans accounting for 5.2 per-
cent of total post-secondary education en-
rollment, to 2,338,226 in 1947, with veterans
accounting for 49.2 percent of the total;

Whereas the Act contributed approxi-
mately 450,000 engineers, 240,000 accountants,
238,000 teachers, 91,000 scientists, 67,000 doc-
tors, 122,000 dentists, 17,000 writers and edi-
tors, and thousands of other professionals to
the workforce of the United States and
helped expand the middle class more than at
any other point in the history of the United
States;

Whereas the Act expressed the duty, re-
sponsibility, and desire of a grateful United
States to see to it that those who served on
active duty in the Armed Forces are afforded
every opportunity to become disciplined
forces for prosperity and progress in the
United States through economic opportunity
and investment;

Whereas Congress passed subsequent Acts
to provide educational assistance to new
generations of veterans, including the Vet-
erans’ Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966
(Public Law 89-358), the Post-Vietnam Era
Veterans’ Educational Assistance Act of 1977
(title IV of Public Law 94-502), the Veterans’
Educational Assistance Act of 1984 (title VII
of Public Law 98-525), the Post-9/11 Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2008 (title V of
Public Law 110-252), and the Harry W.
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48);

Whereas, as of 2022, the Department of Vet-
erans  Affairs has paid more than
$400,000,000,000 in educational assistance to
approximately 25,000,000 veterans and their
loved ones who continue to excel academi-
cally in post-secondary education;

Whereas the Act created the Department
of Veterans Affairs Home Loan Guarantee
program, which, since 1944, has provided a
pathway for more than 28,000,000 veterans to
purchase a home guaranteed by the Depart-
ment, the majority of which are purchased
with no down payment;

Whereas the Act improved health care op-
portunities for veterans by transferring med-
ical facilities from the Army and the Navy
and providing funding for hospitals of the
Veterans Administration following the con-
clusion of hostilities of World War II;

Whereas this combination of opportunities
changed the social and economic fabric of
the United States for the better, with a 1988
report from the Subcommittee on Education
and Health of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee of Congress concluding that for every
$1 the United States invested pursuant to the
Act, a minimum of $6 and as much as $12.50
was returned in growth to the United States;

Whereas the Act led to the education of 14
Nobel laureates, 24 Pulitzer Prize-winners,
and three Supreme Court justices;

Whereas nearly 1,300 Members of Congress
served in the Armed Forces on or after June
22, 1944, and directly benefitted from the en-
actment of the Act;

Whereas the Harry W. Colmery Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public
Law 115-48), commonly known as the ‘“For-
ever GI Bill”’, was named after Harry W.
Colmery of Topeka, Kansas, who was a
former National Commander of The Amer-
ican Legion and is credited with drafting the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944; and

Whereas June 22, 2024, is the 80th anniver-
sary of the date on which President Franklin
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D. Roosevelt signed the Servicemen’s Read-
justment Act of 1944 into law: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the achievements of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284,
chapter 268), commonly known as the ‘“GI
Bill of Rights’’, in democratizing higher edu-
cation, increasing home ownership, estab-
lishing greater citizenship through economic
empowerment, and empowering a generation
that would serve for decades to guide the
transformation of the United States into a
global force for good;

(2) considers the veterans benefitting from
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944
on the 80th anniversary of its enactment—

(A) to be equal to the challenge of creating
a lasting prosperity for the United States as
their forebears; and

(B) to have the opportunity to become the
heirs to the Greatest Generation;

(3) affirms the responsibility of Congress to
be a faithful steward of educational assist-
ance provided under laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure
that such assistance endures as an honorable
investment of public dollars; and

(4) encourages all people of the United
States to celebrate June 22, 2024, as the 80th
anniversary of the signing of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944 by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 819—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 25, 2024, AS
“NATIONAL LOBSTER DAY

Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. REED, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. WARREN,
and Mr. ScoTT of Florida) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 819

Whereas lobstering has served as an eco-
nomic engine and family tradition in the
United States for centuries;

Whereas thousands of families in the
United States make their livelihoods from
catching, processing, or serving lobsters;

Whereas the lobster industry employs peo-
ple of all ages year-round, and many har-
vesters begin fishing as children and stay in
the industry for their entire working lives;

Whereas the lobster industry has spear-
headed sustainability measures for more
than 150 years, ensuring the health of the
lobster stock and the marine environment;

Whereas consumers are looking to add
more sustainable seafood to their diets, and
more people are enjoying lobster at home;

Whereas historical lore notes that lobster
likely joined turkey on the table at the very
first Thanksgiving feast in 1621, and lobster
continues to be a mainstay during many
other holiday traditions;

Whereas lobster harvesters are evolving
and diversifying their businesses to help
maintain the health of the ocean, including
through kelp farming, which absorbs carbon
dioxide from seawater;

Whereas throughout history, Presidents of
the United States have served lobster at
their inaugural celebrations and state din-
ners with international leaders;

Whereas lobster is a versatile source of
lean protein that is low in saturated fat and
high in vitamin B12;

Whereas lobster is continually incor-
porated into foods such as pho, tacos,
gnocchi, doughnuts, cocktails, ice cream,
and butter;

Whereas the peak of the lobstering season
in the United States occurs in late summer;
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Whereas the Unicode Consortium added a
lobster to its emoji set in 2018 in recognition
of the popularity of the lobster around the
world;

Whereas lobsters have inspired artists in
the United States and throughout the world
for hundreds of years;

Whereas lobsters have been, and continue
to be, used as mascots for sports teams;

Whereas lobsters inspire innovation of all
kinds beyond the culinary realm, including
skincare, fertilizer, robotics, and biodegrad-
able golf balls;

Whereas countless people in the United
States enjoy lobster rolls to celebrate sum-
mer, from beaches to backyards, and from
fine-dining restaurants to lobster shacks;
and

Whereas lobster is a staple on the menus of
beloved restaurants across the TUnited
States, and in kitchens across the United
States, bringing families and friends to-
gether: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 25, 2024, as ‘‘Na-
tional Lobster Day’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 820—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 21 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 28, 2024, AS “NATIONAL
ESTUARIES WEEK”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.

CASSIDY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. BUTLER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.

CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
COONS, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. REs. 820

Whereas estuary regions cover only 13 per-
cent of the land area in the continental
United States but contain nearly 40 percent
of the population, 39 percent of the jobs, and
47 percent of the economic output of the
United States;

Whereas the oceans, estuaries, and Great
Lakes of the United States continue to fuel
economic growth across the United States,
with employment from the estuarine and
ocean economy growing at 5 percent in 2022,
compared to the national average employ-
ment growth of 3.9 percent;

Whereas the estuary, ocean, and Great
Lakes economic sectors created 88,000 new
jobs between 2018 and 2019, employed 3,500,000
people, and contributed $476,200,000,000 to the
gross domestic product;

Whereas the commercial and recreational
fishing industries support over 2,300,000 jobs
in the United States;

Whereas, in 2022—

(1) commercial and recreational saltwater
fishing in the United States generated
$321,000,000,000 in sales;

(2) angler trip expenditures totaled nearly
$13,412,000,000; and

(3) saltwater recreational fishing supported
over 691,693 jobs, generated $138,000,000,000 in
sales impacts across the economy, and con-
tributed $45,100,000,000 in income impacts and
$74,900,000,000 in value-added impacts to the
United States;
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