S6056

Whereas estuaries provide vital habitats
for—

(1) countless species of fish and wildlife, in-
cluding more than 68 percent of the commer-
cial fish catch in the United States by value
and 80 percent of the recreational fish catch
in the United States by weight; and

(2) many species that are listed as threat-
ened or endangered species;

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health
and public safety, including water filtration,
flood control, shoreline stabilization, erosion
prevention, and the protection of coastal
communities during hurricanes, storms, and
other extreme weather events;

Whereas, by the 1980s, the United States
had already lost more than 50 percent of the
wetlands that existed in the Thirteen Origi-
nal Colonies;

Whereas some bays in the United States
that were once filled with fish and oysters
have become dead zones filled with excess
nutrients, chemical waste, and marine de-
bris;

Whereas harmful algal blooms are hurting
fish, wildlife, and human health and are
causing serious ecological and economic
harm to some estuaries;

Whereas changes in sea level can affect es-
tuarine water quality and estuarine habi-
tats;

Whereas section 320 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1330) (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Clean Water Act’’) au-
thorizes the development of comprehensive
conservation and management plans to en-
sure that the designated uses of estuaries are
protected and to restore and maintain—

(1) chemical, physical, and biological in-
tegrity;

(2) water quality;

(3) the balanced indigenous population of
shellfish, fish, and wildlife; and

(4) recreational activity;

Whereas the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.) provides
that the policy of the United States is to
preserve, protect, develop, and, if possible,
restore or enhance the resources of the
coastal zones of the United States, including
estuaries, for current and future generations;

Whereas 34 coastal and Great Lakes States
and territories of the United States operate
or contain a National Estuary Program or a
National Estuarine Research Reserve;

Whereas scientific study leads to a better
understanding of the benefits of estuaries to
human and ecological communities;

Whereas the Federal Government, State,
local, and Tribal governments, national and
community organizations, and individuals
work together to effectively manage the es-
tuaries of the United States;

Whereas estuary restoration efforts restore
natural infrastructure in local communities
in a cost-effective manner, helping to create
jobs and reestablish the natural functions of
estuaries that yield countless benefits; and

Whereas the week of September 21 through
September 28, 2024, is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Estuaries Week’ to increase aware-
ness among all people of the United States,
including Federal Government and State,
local, and Tribal government officials, of the
importance of healthy estuaries and the need
to protect and restore estuaries: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
‘“National Estuaries Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Week;

(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to sustaining employment in the
United States and to the economic well-
being and prosperity of the United States;

(4) recognizes that persistent threats un-
dermine the health of estuaries;
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(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners
that promote public awareness, under-
standing, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries;

(6) supports the scientific study, preserva-
tion, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries; and

(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to
continue working to understand, protect,
and restore the estuaries of the United
States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 821—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 15 THROUGH 21, 2024, AS
“NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK”

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. KING, Mr. DURBIN,
and Mr. YOUNG) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 821

Whereas the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development reports that
more than 43,000,000 adults in the United
States lack the basic literacy, numeracy,
and digital skills necessary to succeed at
home, in the workplace, and in society;

Whereas the literacy of the people of the
United States is essential for the economic
and societal well-being and the national se-
curity of the United States;

Whereas the United States reaps the eco-
nomic benefits of individuals who improve
their literacy, numeracy, and English-lan-
guage skills;

Whereas literacy, numeracy, and digital
skills are necessary for individuals to fully
benefit from the range of opportunities
available in the United States;

Whereas the economy and position of the
United States in the world marketplace de-
pend on having a literate, skilled population;

Whereas the unemployment rate in the
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent
credential, demonstrating that education is
essential for economic recovery;

Whereas the educational skills of the par-
ents of a child and the practice of reading to
a child have a direct impact on the edu-
cational success of the child;

Whereas parental involvement in the edu-
cation of a child is a key predictor of the
success of a child, and the level of parental
involvement in the education of a child in-
creases as the educational level of the parent
increases;

Whereas parents who participate in family
literacy programs become more involved in
the education of their children and gain the
tools necessary to obtain a job or find better
employment;

Whereas, as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more
stable and the success of children in the
classroom and in future endeavors becomes
more likely;

Whereas adults need to be part of a long-
term solution to the educational challenges
faced by the people of the United States;

Whereas many older individuals in the
United States lack the reading, numeracy, or
English-language skills necessary to read a
prescription and follow medical instructions,
which endangers the lives of older individ-
uals and the lives of their loved ones;

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to
obtain and retain employment, to continue
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their education, or to participate in job
training and career development programs;

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical
training, or obtain work that provides a liv-
ing wage;

Whereas a large portion of individuals in
prison have low educational skills, and indi-
viduals without educational skills are more
likely to return to prison once released;

Whereas many immigrants in the United
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to
ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy, numeracy, and dig-
ital skills necessary to succeed at home, at
work, and in society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘National
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week”’
to raise public awareness about the impor-
tance of adult education, workforce skills,
and family literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs that assist indi-
viduals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls on public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a fully literate society.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3277. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
ROUNDS, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3278. Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3279. Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3280. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
LANKFORD, and Mr. BRAUN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3281. Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. TILLIS, and Mrs. SHAHEEN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3282. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3277. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself,
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. HEINRICH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
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the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . PHYSICAL AND CYBERSECURITY PRO-
CUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR AR-
TIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEMS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term
“artificial intelligence’ has the meaning
given such term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401).

(2) COVERED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘covered artificial intel-
ligence technology’ means an artificial in-
telligence system procured by the Depart-
ment of Defense and all components of the
development and deployment lifecycle of
that artificial intelligence system, including
source code, numerical parameters (such as
model weights) of the trained artificial intel-
ligence system, details of any methods and
algorithms used to develop that system, data
used in the development of the system, and
software used for evaluating the trust-
worthiness of the artificial intelligence sys-
tem during development or deployment.

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity” means an entity that enters into a
Department of Defense contract that en-
gages in the development, deployment, stor-
age, or transportation of a covered artificial
intelligence technology.

(b) SECURITY FRAMEWORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall develop a framework describing best
practices for artificial intelligence cyberse-
curity and physical security to mitigate
risks to the Department of Defense from the
use of covered artificial intelligence tech-
nologies.

(2) COVERAGE OF RELEVANT ASPECTS OF SE-
CURITY.—The framework developed under
paragraph (1) shall cover all relevant aspects
of the security of artificial intelligence sys-
tems, including the following:

(A) Workforce risks, such as insider threat
risks.

(B) Supply chain risks, such as data poi-
soning risks.

(C) Risks relating to adversarial tampering
with artificial intelligence systems.

(D) Risks relating to unintended exposure
or theft of artificial intelligence systems.

(3) RISK-BASED FRAMEWORK.—The frame-
work developed under paragraph (1) shall be
risk-based, with higher security levels cor-
responding proportionally to the national se-
curity or foreign policy risks posed by the
covered artificial intelligence technology
being stolen or tampered with.

(4) USE OF EXISTING FRAMEWORKS.—To the
maximum extent feasible, the framework de-
veloped under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) draw on existing cybersecurity ref-
erences, such as the NIST Special Publica-
tion 800 series; and

(B) be implemented as an extension or aug-
mentation of existing cybersecurity frame-
works developed by the Department of De-
fense, such as the Cybersecurity Maturity
Model Certification framework.

(5) ADDRESSING EXTREME SECURITY RISKS.—

(A) HIGHLY CAPABLE CYBER THREAT AC-
TORS.—The framework developed under para-
graph (1) shall take into account that the
most highly capable artificial intelligence
systems may be of great interest to the most
highly capable cyber threat actors, such as
intelligence and defense agencies of peer and
near-peer nations.

(B) SECURITY LEVELS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall ensure that cybersecurity
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frameworks provided for contractors contain
security levels designed to mitigate risks
posed by cyber threat actors described in
subparagraph (A), with the highest levels
being similar in scope to the level of protec-
tion offered by national security systems.

(C) GENERAL DESIGN WITH SPECIFIC COMPO-
NENTS.—To the extent feasible, any addi-
tional security levels developed under sub-
paragraph (B) shall be designed generally for
all software systems, but may contain com-
ponents designed specifically for highly ca-
pable artificial intelligence systems.

(Cc) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may amend
the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation
Supplement, or take other similar action, to
require covered entities to implement the
best practices described in the framework
developed under subsection (c).

(2) RISK-BASED RULES.—Requirements im-
plemented in rules developed under para-
graph (1) shall be as narrowly tailored as
practicable to the specific covered artificial
intelligence technologies developed, de-
ployed, stored, or transported by a covered
entity, and shall be calibrated accordingly to
the different tasks involved in development,
deployment, storage, or transportation of
components of those covered artificial intel-
ligence technologies.

(3) COST-BENEFIT CONSIDERATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall—

(i) consider the costs and benefits to the
Department and to United States national
security and technological leadership, of im-
posing security requirements on covered en-
tities; and

(ii) to the extent feasible, design require-
ments in a way that minimizes costs and
maximizes benefits.

(B) WEIGHING COSTS OF SLOWING DOWN DE-
VELOPMENT.—In carrying out subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall, in particular, weigh
the costs of slowing down artificial intel-
ligence development and deployment against
the benefits of mitigating national security
risks and potential security risks to the De-
partment of Defense from using commercial
software.

(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
congressional defense committees an update
on the status of implementation of the re-
quirements of this section.

SEC. PUBLIC-PRIVATE CYBERSECURITY
PARTNERSHIP FOR HIGHLY CAPA-
BLE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYS-
TEMS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT REQUIRED.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Cyber Policy shall establish a pub-
lic-private partnership body to address cy-
bersecurity threats to highly capable artifi-
cial intelligence systems.

(b) FORUM FOR ENGAGEMENT.—The partner-
ship body established under subsection (a)
shall serve as a forum for engagement be-
tween the Department of Defense and com-
mercial industry partners to align and en-
hance cybersecurity frameworks and prac-
tices applicable to both national security
systems and artificial intelligence systems
at risk from sophisticated state actors.

(c) PURPOSE.—The public-private partner-
ship body developed under subsection (a)
shall—

(1) convene regular engagements to discuss
cybersecurity threats specific to highly ca-
pable artificial intelligence systems, with a
focus on both current and emerging threats
posed by state-sponsored cyber actors;

(2) facilitate the development, sharing, and
alignment of best practices and robust cyber-
security frameworks between the Depart-
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ment and commercial industry to protect ar-
tificial intelligence systems;

(3) promote collaborative threat intel-
ligence sharing between the Department and
commercial entities, with particular atten-
tion to vulnerabilities in artificial intel-
ligence systems used in critical infrastruc-
ture, defense operations, and sensitive na-
tional security functions; and

(4) develop recommendations for cyberse-
curity policy enhancements aimed at safe-
guarding artificial intelligence technologies
from state-sponsored cyber attacks and re-
port findings and policy recommendations to
Congress on an annual basis.

(d) PARTICIPANTS.—The public-private
partnership body developed under subsection
(a) shall include representatives from—

(1) the Department of Defense, including—

(A) the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Cyber Policy;

(B) the Under Secretary of Defense for In-
telligence and Security;

(C) the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment of Defense;

(D) the Chief Digital and Artificial Intel-
ligence Officer of the Department of Defense;

(E) the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency;

(F') the National Security Agency;

(G) United States Cyber Command; and

(H) such other Department of Defense
agencies with responsibilities for cybersecu-
rity or artificial intelligence systems as the
Assistant Secretary considers relevant;

(2) commercial industry companies with
expertise in highly capable artificial intel-
ligence systems or cybersecurity practices,
including—

(A) cloud computing and artificial intel-
ligence service providers;

(B) cybersecurity companies;

(C) artificial intelligence research and de-
velopment companies;

(D) telecommunications companies; and

(E) such other industry leaders as the As-
sistant Secretary identifies as relevant and
appropriate; and

(3) federally funded research and develop-
ment centers, national laboratories, and aca-
demic institutions with demonstrated exper-
tise in artificial intelligence or cybersecu-
rity.

(e) MEETINGS.—The engagements described
under subsection (c)(1) shall include
convenings not less frequently than semi-
annually—

(1) to identify key threats to artificial in-
telligence systems in both the Department
and commercial sectors, with an emphasis on
threats posed by sophisticated state actors;

(2) to align the most robust cybersecurity
frameworks applicable to national security
systems and those artificial intelligence sys-
tems used in commercial sectors that are
deemed critical to national security; and

(3) to assess the cybersecurity readiness of
artificial intelligence systems and artificial
intelligence developers and providers and
make recommendations to improve protec-
tive measures against cyber threats to artifi-
cial intelligence systems and artificial intel-
ligence developers and providers.

(f) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than one year after the establishment of the
public-private partnership body under sub-
section (a), and not less frequently than once
each year thereafter, the Assistant Sec-
retary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report summarizing—

(1) the key findings from the meetings held
under subsection (e), including identified cy-
bersecurity vulnerabilities in artificial intel-
ligence systems;

(2) recommendations for enhancing cyber-
security policy and practices to protect arti-
ficial intelligence systems across both the
Department and commercial sectors; and



S6058

(3) an analysis of the progress made in
aligning Department and commercial cyber-
security frameworks to address state-spon-
sored cyber threats.

SA 3278. Mr. MURPHY (for himself
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1216. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER.

(a) FUNDING AVAILABILITY AND LIMITA-
TIONS.—Paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of sec-
tion 1287 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328; 22 U.S.C. 26566 note) is amended to
read as follows:

‘(2) FUNDING AVAILABILITY AND LIMITA-
TIONS.—

‘“(A) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary of
State shall only provide funds under para-
graph (1) to an entity described in that para-
graph if the Secretary certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that the en-
tity receiving such funds—

‘(i) has been selected in accordance with
relevant existing regulations;

‘“(ii) has the capability and experience nec-
essary to fulfill the purposes described in
that paragraph;

‘‘(iii) is nonpartisan; and

‘“(iv) is compatible with United States na-
tional security and foreign policy interests
and objectives.

‘“(B) PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY.—The
Secretary of State shall not knowingly pro-
vide funds under this subsection to any enti-
ty engaged in partisan political activity
within the United States, including by car-
rying out activities that—

‘(i) are directed toward the success or fail-
ure of a political party, a candidate for par-
tisan political office, or a partisan political
group; or

‘‘(ii) result in unlawful partisan censorship
of speech protected under the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States.”.

(b) EXTENSION.—Subsection (j) of such sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘on the date
that is 8 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act” and inserting ‘“‘on Sep-
tember 30, 2031°°.

(¢) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
section, an amendment made by this section,
or the application of such provision or
amendment to any person or circumstance is
held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of
this section and the amendments made by
this section, and the application of the provi-
sion or amendment to any other person or
circumstance, shall not be affected.

SA 3279. Mrs. FISCHER (for herself
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

OF
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At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1095. TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS FROM THE
RAILROAD UNEMPLOYMENT INSUR-
ANCE ACCOUNT.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 235 of the Con-
tinued Assistance to Rail Workers Act of
2020 (subchapter III of title II of division N of
Public Law 116-260; 2 U.S.C. 906 note) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2); and

(B) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)—’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (a) shall take effect 7
days after the date of enactment of the Con-
tinued Assistance to Rail Workers Act of
2020.”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (c).

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply as if enacted on
the day before the date on which the na-
tional emergency concerning the novel
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak de-
clared by the President on March 13, 2020,
under the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) terminates.

(c) OFFSET FROM TECHNOLOGY MODERNIZA-
TION FUND.—Of the unobligated balances of
the amount made available under section
4011 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(135 Stat. 80), $13,000,000 are rescinded.

SA 3280. Mr. PETERS (for himself,
Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. BRAUN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . U.S. PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY
CHAINS MAPPING.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Mapping America’s Pharma-
ceutical Supply Act’” or the “MAPS Act”.

(b) PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY CHAIN MAP-
PING.—The Secretary of Health and Human
Services (referred to in this section as the
‘‘Secretary’’), in coordination with the heads
of other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, shall ensure coordination of efforts
of the Department of Health and Human
Services, including through public-private
partnerships, to—

(1) map, or otherwise visualize, the supply
chains, from manufacturing of key starting
materials through manufacturing of finished
dosage forms and distribution, of drugs (as
defined in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)) that
are—

(A) directly related to responding to chem-
ical, biological, radiological, or nuclear
threats and incidents covered by the Na-
tional Response Framework; or

(B) of greatest priority for providing
health care and identified as being at high
risk of shortage; and

(2) use data analytics to identify supply
chain vulnerabilities that pose a threat to
national security, as determined by the Sec-
retary or the heads of other relevant Federal
departments and agencies.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall—

(1) describe the roles and responsibilities of
agencies and offices within the Department
of Health and Human Services related to
monitoring such supply chains and assessing
any related vulnerabilities;
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(2) facilitate the exchange of information
between Federal departments, agencies, and
offices, as appropriate and necessary to en-
able such agencies and offices to carry out
roles and responsibilities described in para-
graph (1) related to drugs described in sub-
section (b)(1), which may include—

(A) the location of establishments reg-
istered under subsection (b), (¢), or (i) of sec-
tion 510 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 360) involved in the pro-
duction of active pharmaceutical ingredients
and finished dosage forms of drugs described
in subsection (b)(1), and the amount of such
ingredients and finished dosage forms pro-
duced at each such establishment;

(B) to the extent available and as appro-
priate, the location of establishments so reg-
istered involved in the production of the key
starting materials and excipients needed to
produce the active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents and finished dosage forms, and the
amount of such materials and excipients pro-
duced at each such establishment; and

(C) any regulatory actions with respect to
such drugs or the establishments manufac-
turing such drugs, including with respect to
inspections and related regulatory activities
conducted under section 704 of such Act (21
U.S.C. 374), the seizure of such a drug pursu-
ant to section 304 of such Act (21 U.S.C. 334),
any recalls of such a drug; inclusion of such
a drug on the drug shortage list under sec-
tion 506E of such Act (21 U.S.C. 356e), or prior
drug shortages reports of a discontinuance or
interruption in the production of such a drug
under 506C of such Act (21 U.S.C. 3554d).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of agencies with
which the Secretary coordinates under sub-
section (b), shall submit a report to the rel-
evant committees of Congress on—

(1) the current status of efforts to map and
analyze pharmaceutical supply chains, as de-
scribed in subsection (b);

(2) activities of the Secretary carried out
under this section to coordinate efforts as
described in subsection (b), including infor-
mation sharing between relevant Federal de-
partments, agencies, and offices;

(3) the roles and responsibilities described
in subsection (c¢)(1), including the identifica-
tion of any gaps, data limitations, or areas
of unnecessary duplication between such
roles and responsibilities;

(4) the extent to which Federal agencies
use data analytics to conduct predictive
modeling of anticipated drug shortages or
risks associated with supply chain
vulnerabilities that pose a threat to national
security; and

(5) the extent to which the Secretary has
engaged relevant industry in such mapping.

(e) CONFIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INFORMA-
TION.—The exchange of information among
the Secretary and the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, for
purposes of carrying out this section shall
not be a violation of section 1905 of title 18,
United States Code. This section shall not be
construed to affect the status, if any, of such
information as trade secret or confidential
commercial information for purposes of sec-
tion 301(j) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331(j)), section 552 of
title 5, United States Code, or section 1905 of
title 18, United States Code.

SA 3281. Mr. MCCONNELL (for him-
self, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. TILLIS, and Mrs.
SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
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military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) Jens Stoltenberg served as the Prime
Minister of Norway from 2000 to 2001 and 2005
to 2013.

(2) Norway was a founding member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (referred
to in this Act as “NATO”’) on April 4, 1949.

(3) As Prime Minister of Norway, Jens
Stoltenberg oversaw Norway’s increased de-
fense spending levels and the modernization
of the Norwegian Armed Forces.

(4) A primary objective of NATO is to pro-
vide security and support to member nations
and promote democratic values to ensure
stability and peace.

(5) Jens Stoltenberg assumed the position
of Secretary General of NATO in October
2014.

(6) The United States was the first NATO
member to support Jens Stoltenberg’s ap-
pointment as Secretary General.

(7) Jens Stoltenberg has led NATO through
significant new investments, reinforced its
capabilities and enhanced the collective de-
fense of the Alliance.

(8) Jens Stoltenberg has advocated for
greater burden sharing among members of
the NATO Alliance, and under his leadership
the Alliance will see 23 member countries
reach or exceed the 2 percent defense spend-
ing commitment by 2024, compared to 4
member countries in 2014.

(9) Jens Stoltenberg’s commitment to bet-
ter burden sharing has resulted in a stronger
and more sustainable Alliance than at any
other time in NATO history.

(10) Under Jens Stoltenberg’s leadership,
NATO has successfully undergone multiple
enlargement periods and has extended mem-
bership to Finland, Montenegro, North Mac-
edonia and Sweden.

(11) In addition to bolstering the collective
security of the Alliance, NATO enlargement
indicates that an increasing number of coun-
tries are meeting key benchmarks on the
military, political and legal requirements
needed for NATO accession, enhancing inter-
operability, defense expenditure and intel-
ligence sharing among member countries.

(12) Jens Stoltenberg has increased NATO’s
partnerships with Indo-Pacific countries to
cooperate more closely to address our shared
global challenges including cyber defense,
emergency technologies, and the multitude
of challenges posed by the People’s Republic
of China.

(13) Jens Stoltenberg included Indo-Pacific
leaders at NATO summits and traveled to
the region which further cemented these im-
portant partnerships.

(14) Following Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, Jens
Stoltenberg has led the Alliance in main-
taining unprecedented unity against Putin’s
unprovoked, illegal actions.

(15) Since February 2022, NATO members
have supplied Ukraine with the equipment
and resources it needs to defend its democ-
racy and its sovereignty.

(16) Jens Stoltenberg successfully mar-
shaled political and financial support from
Indo-Pacific partners to support Ukraine, in-
cluding contributions of munitions and mili-
tary equipment and sizeable financial con-
tributions to NATO’s Comprehensive Assist-
ance Plan Action Trust Fund for Ukraine.

fol-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(17) Jens Stoltenberg’s mandate was ex-
tended a total of 4 times with unanimous
support by NATO allies, with 2 extensions
agreed to following Russia’s unprovoked in-
vasion of Ukraine.

(18) Jens Stoltenberg is the second longest-
serving Secretary General, serving over 9
years in this position.

(19) Jens Stoltenberg has re-committed
that the NATO Alliance will stand together
against any threat posed to a NATO member,
ensuring continued peace and stability with-
in NATO territory and around the world.

(b) AWARD AND DESIGN.—

(1) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of the Congress, of a single gold medal
of appropriate design to Jens Stoltenberg, in
recognition of his contributions to the secu-
rity, unity, and defense of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization.

(2) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the award referred to in paragraph (1), the
Secretary of the Treasury (referred to in this
Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and
inscriptions, to be determined by the Sec-
retary. The design shall bear a image of, and
inscription of the name of, Jens Stoltenberg.

(c) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—The Secretary
may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of
the gold medal struck under subsection (b),
at a price sufficient to cover the costs there-
of, including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, and overhead expenses.

(d) STATUS OF MEDALS.—

(1) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(2) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

(e) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; PRO-
CEEDS OF SALE.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck under this
Act.

(2) PROCEEDS OF SALES.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under subsection (c) shall be depos-
ited into the United States Mint Public En-
terprise Fund.

SA 3282. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025

SEC. 9001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be

cited as the ‘“‘Department of State Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
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DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2025

Sec. 9001. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 9002. Definitions.

TITLE I—WORKFORCE MATTERS

9101. Commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the Rogers Act; cre-
ation of the Department of
State.

Workforce modernization efforts.

Training float of the Department
of State for Civil and Foreign
Service personnel.

Competitive local
plan.

Language incentive pay for civil
service employees.

Strategy for targeted recruitment
of civil servants.

Electronic medical records.
Options for comprehensive evalua-
tions.
Portability
censes.
Expanding opportunities for De-
partment-paid student intern-

ship program.

Career intermission program ad-
justment to enhance retention.

Professional counseling services.

Assignment process moderniza-
tion.

Report on modifying consular tour
and first tours requirements.
Comprehensive policy on vetting

and transparency.

Efficiency in employee survey cre-
ation and consolidation.

Per diem allowance for newly
hired members of the Foreign
Service.

Termination of residential or
motor vehicle leases and tele-
phone service contracts for
members of the Foreign Serv-
ice.

Needs-based childcare
enrollment period.
Comptroller General report on De-
partment traveler experience.
Quarterly report on global foot-

print.

Report on former Federal employ-
ees advising foreign govern-
ments.

Job share and part-time employ-
ment opportunities.

Expansion of special rules for cer-
tain monthly workers’ com-
pensation payments and other
payments for personnel under
chief of mission authority.

9125. Authority to provide or reimburse

for certain security services.

TITLE II—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS

State-of-the-art building
ties.

Presence of chiefs of mission at
diplomatic posts.

Periodic Inspector General
views of chiefs of mission.

Special Envoy for Sudan.

Special Envoy for Belarus.

National Museum of American Di-
plomacy.

Authority to establish Negotia-
tions Support Unit within De-
partment of State.

Restrictions on the use of funds
for solar panels.

Responsiveness to Congressional
Research Service inquiries.

Mission in a box.

Report on United States Consulate
in Chengdu, People’s Republic
of China.

Sec.

9102.
9103.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9104. compensation

Sec. 9105.
Sec. 9106.

9107.
9108.

Sec.
Sec.
9109.

Sec. of professional li-

Sec. 9110.

Sec. 9111.

9112.
9113.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9114.

Sec. 9115.

Sec. 9116.

Sec. 9117.

Sec. 9118.

Sec. 9119. subsidies

Sec. 9120.

Sec. 9121.

Sec. 9122.

Sec. 9123.

Sec. 9124.

Sec.

Sec. 9201. facili-

Sec. 9202.

Sec. 9203. re-
9204.
9205.

9206.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9207.

Sec. 9208.

Sec. 9209.

9210.
9211.

Sec.
Sec.
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Sec. 9212. Personnel reporting.

Sec. 9213. Support co-location with allied

partner nations.

Sec. 9214. Streamline qualification of con-

struction contract bidders.

TITLE ITI-INFORMATION SECURITY AND

CYBER DIPLOMACY

Sec. 9301. Supporting Department of State
data analytics.

9302. Realigning the Regional
nology Officer Program.

9303. Measures to protect Department
devices from the proliferation
and use of foreign commercial
spyware.

9304. Report on cloud computing in Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs.

9305. Information technology
projects.

9306. Leveraging approved technology
for administrative efficiencies.

9307. Office of the Special Envoy for
Critical and Emerging Tech-
nology.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

9401. Africa broadcasting networks.

9402. United States Agency for Global
Media.

9403. Extension of authorizations to
support United States partici-
pation in international fairs
and expos.

9404. Research and scholar
partnerships.

9405. Waiver of United States residency
requirement for children of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty employees.

TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY

Sec. 9501. Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act require-
ments.

Congressional notification for Se-
rious Security Incidents.

Notifications regarding security
decisions at diplomatic posts.

Security clearance suspension pay
flexibilities.

Modification to notification re-
quirement for security clear-
ance suspensions and revoca-
tions.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 9601. Personal service agreement au-
thority for the United States
Agency for International Devel-
opment.

9602. Crisis operations
surge staffing.

9603. Education allowance
military leave.

9604. Inclusion in the pet transpor-
tation exception to the Fly
America Act.

TITLE VII—-OTHER MATTERS

9701. Authorization of appropriations to
promote United States citizen
employment at the United Na-
tions and international organi-
zations.

Sec. Tech-

Sec.

Sec.
Sec. pilot
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec. exchange

Sec.

Sec. 9502.
Sec. 9503.
Sec. 9504.

Sec. 9505.

Sec. and disaster

Sec. while on

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 9702. Amendment to Rewards for Jus-
tice program.

Sec. 9703. Passport automation moderniza-
tion.

Sec. 9704. Extension of certain payment in
connection with the Inter-
national Space Station.

Sec. 9705. Support for congressional delega-
tions.

Sec. 9706. Electronic communication with
visa applicants.

Sec. 9707. Electronic transmission of visa in-
formation.

Sec. 9708. Inclusion of cost associated with
producing reports.

Sec. 9709. Extensions.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SEC. 9002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of State.
(4) SECRETARY.—The term

means the Secretary of State.

(6) USAID.—The term “USAID’ means the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

TITLE I—WORKFORCE MATTERS
SEC. 9101. COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROGERS ACT; CRE-
ATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE.

Congress recognizes and honors those who
have served, or are presently serving, in the
diplomatic corps of the United States, in
commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the
Act entitled, ‘“‘An Act for the reorganization
and improvement of the Foreign Service of
the United States, and for other purposes’
(43 stat. 140, chapter 182), commonly known
as the ‘“Rogers Act of 1924, which on May
24, 1924, established what has come to be
known as the Foreign Service. Today, the
Department of State includes more than
13,000 Foreign Service personnel working
alongside more than 11,000 civil service per-
sonnel and 45,000 locally engaged staff at
more than 270 embassies and consulates.

SEC. 9102. WORKFORCE MODERNIZATION EF-
FORTS.

The Secretary should prioritize efforts to
further modernize the Department, includ-
ing—

(1) making workforce investments, includ-
ing increasing wages for locally employed
staff and providing other non-cash benefits,
and hiring up to 100 new members of the For-
eign Service above projected attrition to re-
duce overseas vacancies and mid-level staff-
ing gaps;

(2) utilizing authorities that allow the De-
partment to acquire or build and open new
embassy compounds quicker and at signifi-
cantly less cost to get diplomats on the front
lines of strategic competition; and

(3) modernizing legacy systems and human
resource processes.

SEC. 9103. TRAINING FLOAT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE FOR CIVIL AND
FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a
strategy to establish and maintain a ‘“‘train-
ing float’” by January 1, 2027, to allow for a
minimum of 8 percent and up to 10 percent of
members of the Civil and Foreign Service to
participate in long-term training at any
given time. The strategy shall include—

(1) a proposal to ensure that personnel in
the training float remain dedicated to train-
ing or professional development activities;

(2) recommendations to maintain, and an
assessment of the feasibility of maintaining,
a minimum of 8 percent of personnel in the
float at any given time; and

(3) any additional resources and authori-
ties needed to maintain a training float con-
templated by this section.

(b) MONITORING.—For any established
training float, not later than 120 days after

“Secretary”’
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enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall

ensure that personnel in such training float

remain dedicated to training or professional

development activities.

SEC. 9104. COMPETITIVE LOCAL COMPENSATION
PLAN.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the effectiveness and stability of United
States foreign missions are linked to the
dedication and expertise of locally employed
staff; and

(2) ensuring competitive compensation
packages benchmarked against the local
market is essential not only to retain valu-
able talent but also to reflect a commitment
to employment practices abroad.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$47,500,000 for fiscal year 2025 to support im-
plementation of a global baseline for pre-
vailing wage rate goal for Local Compensa-
tion Plan positions at the 75th percentile.
SEC. 9105. LANGUAGE INCENTIVE PAY FOR CIVIL

SERVICE EMPLOYEES.

The Secretary and Administrator may pro-
vide special monetary incentives to acquire
or retain proficiency in foreign languages to
civil service employees who serve in domes-
tic positions that require critical language
skills. The amounts of such incentives
should be similar to the language incentive
pay provided to members of the Foreign
Service under the Foreign Service pursuant
to section 704(b)(3) of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4024(b)(3)).

SEC. 9106. STRATEGY FOR TARGETED RECRUIT-
MENT OF CIVIL SERVANTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a strategy for targeted and
proactive recruitment to fill open civil serv-
ice positions, focusing on recruiting from
schools or organizations, and on platforms
targeting those with relevant expertise re-
lated to such positions.

SEC. 9107. ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Foreign Service personnel at the De-
partment serve with distinction in austere
places and under challenging conditions
around the world with limited healthcare
availability;

(2) the use of paper medical records, which
require Foreign Service personnel to carry
files containing protected health informa-
tion from post to post, limits the avail-
ability of their health information to De-
partment medical personnel during critical
health incidents;

(3) electronic medical records are nec-
essary, particularly as the Department opens
new embassies in the South Pacific, thou-
sands of miles from the nearest Department
medical officer, who may not have access to
up-to-date personnel medical files;

(4) the lack of electronic medical records is
even more important for mental health
records, as the Department only has a small
number of regional medical officer psychia-
trists and relies heavily on telehealth for
most Foreign Service personnel; and

(5) due to the critical need for electronic
medical records, it is imperative that the
Department address the situation quickly
and focus on secure commercially available
or other successful systems utilized by pub-
lic and private sector organizations with a
track record of successfully implementing
large-scale projects of this type.

(b) ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS REQUIRE-
MENT.—Not later than December 31, 2027, the
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Secretary shall have fully implemented an
electronic medical records process or system
for all Foreign Service personnel and their
Eligible Family Members that eliminates re-
liance on paper medical records and includes
appropriate safeguards to protect personal
privacy.

(¢) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives a report on the progress
made towards meeting the requirement
under subsection (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An updated timeline for implementa-
tion.

(B) An estimated completion date.

(C) The amounts expended to date on the
required electronic medical records system.

(D) The estimated amount needed to com-
plete the system.

(3) TERMINATION OF REQUIREMENT.—The re-
porting requirement under paragraph (1)
shall cease upon notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees that elec-
tronic medical records have been completely
implemented for all Foreign Service per-
sonnel.

SEC. 9108. OPTIONS FOR COMPREHENSIVE EVAL-
UATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
options for integrating 360-degree reviews in
personnel files for promotion panel consider-
ation.

(b) EVALUATION SYSTEMS.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include—

(1) one or more options to integrate con-
fidential 360-degree reviews, references, or
evaluations by superiors, peers, and subordi-
nates, including consideration of automated
reference requests; and

(2) other modifications or systems the Sec-
retary considers relevant.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall describe, with respect to
each evaluation system included in the re-
port—

(1) any legal constraints or considerations;

(2) the timeline required for implementa-
tion;

(3) any starting and recurring costs in
comparison to current processes;

(4) the likely or potential implications for
promotion decisions and trends; and

(5) the impact on meeting the personnel
needs of the Foreign Service.

SEC. 9109. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081 et seq.) is
amended by adding after section 908 (22
U.S.C. 4088) the following new section:

“SEC. 909. PORTABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL LI-
CENSES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a
member of the Foreign Service or the spouse
of a member of the Foreign Service has a
covered United States license and such mem-
ber of the Foreign Service or spouse relo-
cates his or her residency because of an as-
signment or detail to a location that is not
in the jurisdiction of the licensing authority
that issued the covered license, such covered
license shall be considered valid at a similar
scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied for in the jurisdiction of such new resi-
dency for the duration of such an assignment
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or detail if such member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse—

‘(1) provides a copy of the member’s notifi-
cation of assignment to the licensing author-
ity in the jurisdiction in which the new resi-
dency is located;

“(2) remains in good standing with—

‘“(A) the licensing authority that issued
the covered license; and

‘(B) every other licensing authority that
has issued to the member of the Foreign
Service or spouse a license valid at a similar
scope of practice and in the discipline ap-
plied in the jurisdiction of such licensing au-
thority; and

‘“(8) submits to the authority of the licens-
ing authority in the new jurisdiction for the
purposes of standards of practice, discipline,
and fulfillment of any continuing education
requirements.

“(b) INTERSTATE LICENSURE COMPACTS.—If
a member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service is licensed
and able to operate in multiple jurisdictions
through an interstate licensure compact,
with respect to services provided in the juris-
diction of the interstate licensure compact
by a licensee covered by such compact, the
member of the Foreign Service or spouse of
a member of the Foreign Service shall be
subject to the requirements of the compact
or the applicable provisions of law of the ap-
plicable State and not this section.

“(c) COVERED LICENSE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘covered license’ means a
professional license or certificate—

‘(1) that is in good standing with the li-
censing authority that issued such profes-
sional license or certificate;

‘(2) that the member of the Foreign Serv-
ice or spouse of a member of the Foreign
Service has actively used during the two
years immediately preceding the relocation
described in subsection (a); and

‘“(3) that is not a license to practice law.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2 of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 908 the following
new item:

““Sec. 909. Portability
censes.”’.
SEC. 9110. EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DE-
PARTMENT-PAID STUDENT INTERN-

SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 9201 of the De-
partment of State Authorization Act of 2022
(22 U.8S. 2737) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
have graduated from such an institution
within the six months preceding application
to the Program” after ‘‘paragraph (1)’’;

(2) in subsection (c¢), by inserting ‘‘and
gives preference to individuals who have not
previously completed internships within the
Department of State and the United States
Agency for International Development”
after ‘‘career in foreign affairs’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following sub-
sections:

‘“(k) WORK HOURS FLEXIBILITY.—Students
participating in the Program may work
fewer than 40 hours per week and a minimum
of 24 hours per week to accommodate their
academic schedules, provided that the total
duration of the internship remains con-
sistent with program requirements.

‘(1) MENTORSHIP PROGRAM.—The Secretary
and Administrator are authorized to estab-
lish a mentoring and coaching program that
pairs Foreign Service or Civil Service em-
ployees with interns who choose to partici-
pate throughout the duration of their intern-
ship.”.

SEC. 9111. CAREER INTERMISSION PROGRAM AD-
JUSTMENT TO ENHANCE RETEN-
TION.

(a) AUTHORITY TO EXTEND FEDERAL EM-

PLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE.—The

of professional li-
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Secretary and Administrator are authorized
to offer employees the option of extending
Federal Employee Health Benefit coverage
during pre-approved leave without pay for up
to 3 years.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREMIUM PAY-
MENTS.—If an employee elects to continue
coverage pursuant to subsection (a) for
longer than 365 days, the employee shall be
responsible for 100 percent of the premium
(employee share and government share) dur-
ing such longer period.

SEC. 9112. PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING SERV-
ICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to increase the number of professional coun-
selors, including licensed clinical social
workers, providing services for employees
under chief of mission authority. These posi-
tions may be filled under Limited Non-Ca-
reer Appointment terms.

(b) EMPLOYMENT TARGETS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this division, the Secretary shall seek to em-
ploy not fewer than 4 additional professional
counselors, including licensed clinical social
workers, in the Bureau of Medical Services
to work out of regional medical centers
abroad.

SEC. 9113. ASSIGNMENT PROCESS MODERNIZA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall modernize the Foreign
Service bidding process, and specifically im-
plement the following elements:

(1) A stable-pair matching, preference-
ranking system for non-directed Foreign
Service employees and hiring bureaus, allow-
ing for a more strategic alignment of work-
force and resources.

(2) Incorporation of lessons learned from
the previous stable-pair matching bidding
pilot framework referred to as ““iMatch”, but
applied more expansively to include non-di-
rected assignments up through FS-01 posi-
tions, taking advantage of efficiency benefits
such as tandem assignment functionalities.

(3) Mechanisms to ensure transparency, ef-
ficiency, effectiveness, accountability, and
flexibility in the assignment process, while
maintaining equal opportunities for all offi-
cers.

(4) An independent auditing process to en-
sure adherence to established rules, effec-
tiveness in meeting the Department’s needs,
and prevention of bias or manipulation, in-
cluding through the use of protected cat-
egories in making assignment decisions.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN PROMOTION
ISSUES.—In parallel with assignment process
modernization efforts, the Secretary shall—

(1) assess whether any point systems tied
to promotion incentives should consider
service in hard-to-fill or critical positions;
and

(2) assess whether the practice of dividing
the assignment process into winter and sum-
mer cycles is necessary or efficient compared
to stable matching processes.

(c) REPORTING AND OVERSIGHT.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the implementation of the assign-
ment process under this section, including—

(1) data on match rates, including in filling
critical or priority positions, officer and hir-
ing office satisfaction, and the impact on
tandem placements;

(2) recommendations for further modifica-
tions to the bidding process;

(3) an overview of the strategy used to
communicate any changes to the workforce;
and

(4) results of analysis into additional
transparency efforts, including those de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3).
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SEC. 9114. REPORT ON MODIFYING CONSULAR
TOUR AND FIRST TOURS REQUIRE-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that evaluates the feasibility of—

(1) reducing, removing, and adding flexi-
bility to the directed consular tours require-
ments for non-consular-coned generalist
members of the Foreign Service; and

(2) requiring that first tours for members
of the Foreign Service be assigned in the Na-
tional Capital Region.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include a description of
resources required to implement the changes
described in such subsection, a timeline for
implementation, and an assessment of the
benefits and consequences of such changes,
including any obstacles.

SEC. 9115. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING
AND TRANSPARENCY.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON VETTING AND
TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop a consistent and
enhanced vetting process to ensure that indi-
viduals with substantiated claims of dis-
crimination or harassment against them, to
include when administrative or disciplinary
actions are taken, are not considered for as-
signments to senior positions or promotions
to senior grades within the Foreign Service.

(b) ELEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE VETTING
PoLicy.—Following the conclusion of any in-
vestigation into an allegation of discrimina-
tion or harassment, the Office of Civil
Rights, Office of Global Talent Management,
and other offices with responsibilities re-
lated to the investigation reporting directly
to the Secretary shall jointly or individually
submit a written summary of any findings of
substantiated allegations, along with a sum-
mary of findings to the committee respon-
sible for assignments to senior positions
prior to such committee rendering a rec-
ommendation for assignment.

(c) RESPONSE.—The Secretary shall develop
a process for candidates to respond to any al-
legations that are substantiated and pre-
sented to the committee responsible for as-
signments to senior positions.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the Department
workforce and the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the number of can-
didates confirmed for senior diplomatic posts
against whom there were substantiated alle-
gations described in subsection (a).

(e) SENIOR POSITIONS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘senior positions’” means
Chief of Mission, Under Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Dep-
uty Chief of Mission, and Principal Officer
(i.e., Consuls General) positions.

SEC. 9116. EFFICIENCY IN EMPLOYEE SURVEY
CREATION AND CONSOLIDATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that employee surveys are crucial
for understanding the needs and concerns of
the workforce, and are most effective when
they are strategically designed, collected,
and the results transparent where possible.

(b) CONSOLIDATED RESOURCE REQUIRE-
MENT.—The Department shall provide a con-
solidated resource of survey methods, best
practices, and a repository of survey data to
avoid survey fatigue, minimize duplicating
surveys, increase confidence in survey data,
and facilitate data-informed decision-mak-
ing.

(c) TIMING.—The Secretary should deter-
mine the overall timing and administration
of mandated surveys to ensure maximum
participation and robust data sets.
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SEC. 9117. PER DIEM ALLOWANCE FOR NEWLY
HIRED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE.

(a) PER DIEM ALLOWANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any newly hired Foreign Serv-
ice employee who is in initial orientation
training, or any other training expected to
last less than 6 months in the Washington,
D.C. area before transferring to the employ-
ee’s first assignment overseas or domesti-
cally outside the Washington, D.C. area
shall, for the duration of such training, re-
ceive a per diem allowance at the levels pre-
scribed under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code.

(2) LIMITATION ON LODGING EXPENSES.—A
newly hired Foreign Service employee may
not receive any lodging expenses under the
applicable per diem allowance pursuant to
paragraph (1) if that employee—

(A) has a permanent residence in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area (not including govern-
ment-supplied housing during such orienta-
tion training or other training); and

(B) does not vacate such residence during
such orientation training or other training.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘per diem allowance’ has the
meaning given such term in section 5701 of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) the term ‘Washington, D.C., area”
means the geographic area within a 50-mile
radius of the Washington Monument.

SEC. 9118. TERMINATION OF RESIDENTIAL OR
MOTOR VEHICLE LEASES AND TELE-
PHONE SERVICE CONTRACTS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN SERV-
ICE.

Section 907 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 ( 22 U.S.C. 4087) is amended by striking
‘““‘Service who are posted abroad at a Foreign
Service post’’ and inserting ‘‘Foreign Service
who are posted in the United States or post-
ed abroad’.

SEC. 9119. NEEDS-BASED CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES
ENROLLMENT PERIOD.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Department and
USAID shall—

(1) issue and maintain guidance on how to
apply for any program authorized under sec-
tion 630 of the Treasury and General Govern-
ment Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law
107-67; 115 Stat. 552); and

(2) consider using maximum flexibilities to
accept applications throughout the year or
in accordance with Qualifying Life Event
changes (as defined by the Federal Employ-
ees Health Benefits Program (FEHB)).

SEC. 9120. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
DEPARTMENT TRAVELER EXPERI-
ENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a review and submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on the effect of section 40118 of title 49,
United States Code (commonly referred to as
the “Fly America Act’’) on Department trav-
elers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include an analysis of
the extent to which the Fly America Act—

(1) disproportionately impacts Department
personnel;

(2) impacts travelers, including their abil-
ity to find suitable flights and the ability to
complete their travel in a timely and effec-
tive manner;

(3) increases or decreases costs to the
United States Government;

(4) produces overly burdensome restric-
tions in times of urgent travel such as Emer-
gency Visitation Travel and Ordered/Author-
ized Departure; and
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(5) a description of other relevant issues
the Comptroller General determines appro-
priate.

SEC. 9121. QUARTERLY REPORT ON GLOBAL
FOOTPRINT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
global footprint of the Department.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include, for each diplo-
matic post—

(1) the number and type of Department em-
ployees assigned to the post; and

(2) the number of allocated positions that
remain unfilled.

(¢c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in classified
form.

SEC. 9122. REPORT ON FORMER FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEES ADVISING FOREIGN GOV-
ERNMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for 3 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives a report that identifies
former United States Government senior of-
ficials who have been approved by the Sec-
retary to advise foreign governments.

(b) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 9123. JOB SHARE AND PART-TIME EMPLOY-

MENT OPPORTUNITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and publish a Department policy on
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities. The policy shall include a template
for job sharing arrangements, a database of
job share and part-time employment oppor-
tunities, and a point of contact in the Bu-
reau of Global Talent Management.

(b) WORKPLACE FLEXIBILITY TRAINING.—The
Secretary shall incorporate training on
workplace flexibility, including the avail-
ability of job share and part-time employ-

ment opportunities, into employee
onboarding and every level of supervisory
training.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on workplace flexibility at the Department,
including data on the number of employees
utilizing job share or part-time employment
arrangements.

SEC. 9124. EXPANSION OF SPECIAL RULES FOR
CERTAIN MONTHLY WORKERS’ COM-
PENSATION PAYMENTS AND OTHER
PAYMENTS FOR PERSONNEL UNDER
CHIEF OF MISSION AUTHORITY.

Section 901 of title IX of division J of the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘of a”’ and inserting ‘‘of
an’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2016 and in-
serting ‘‘September 11, 2001°’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11, 2001"’;
and



September 16, 2024

(C) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001’’; and

(2) in subsection (h)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘Jan-
uary 1, 2016” and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and inserting ‘‘September 11,
2001’.

SEC. 9125. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE OR REIM-
BURSE FOR CERTAIN SECURITY
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator are authorized to provide or
reimburse for appropriate security services
to mitigate risks to certain employees or
members of their households resulting from
or related to the employee’s official duties or
affiliation with the Department or USAID.
These security equipment or services may
include security cameras and services to de-
prioritize or remove internet search results
revealing personally identifiable informa-
tion.

(b) REQUIRED PoLIcY.—Prior to providing
or reimbursing services pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Department shall establish a
policy that—

(1) outlines the requirements for qualifying
for provision or reimbursement of services;

(2) identifies the office responsible for vet-
ting requests for provision or reimbursement
of services; and

(3) mandates expeditious consideration of
such requests.

(c) PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary and the Administrator
shall not collect personally identifiable in-
formation on any United States citizens
while undertaking the activities described in
subsection (a) unless the collection is au-
thorized by a court as part of a criminal in-
vestigation.

TITLE II—ORGANIZATION AND
OPERATIONS

SEC. 9201. STATE-OF-THE-ART BUILDING FACILI-
TIES.

The Secretary should use existing waiver
authorities to expedite upgrades and critical
maintenance for the Harry S. Truman Fed-
eral Building, with the goal of having at
least 85 percent of construction and upgrades
completed by December 31, 2027.

SEC. 9202. PRESENCE OF CHIEFS OF MISSION AT
DIPLOMATIC POSTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ARRIVAL AT DIPLO-
MATIC POST WITHIN 60 DAYS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire that to be eligible for payment of trav-
el expenses for initial arrival at the assigned
post, a chief of mission must arrive at the
post not later than 60 days after the date on
which the chief of mission was confirmed by
the Senate.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The restriction under
paragraph (1) shall not apply to a chief of
mission who arrives later than 60 days after
confirmation by the Senate if the delay was
caused by one or more of the following:

(A) A flight delay that was outside of the
control of the chief of mission or the Depart-
ment.

(B) A natural disaster, global health emer-
gency, or other naturally occurring event
that prevented the chief of mission from en-
tering the country of the assigned post.

(C) Delay or refusal by the government of
the host country to accept diplomatic ac-
creditation.

(D) Family or medical emergency.

(E) Extenuating circumstances beyond the
control of the chief of mission.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirement under paragraph (1) upon a de-
termination that extenuating circumstances
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warrant such a waiver and upon submission
of a brief description of the determination to
the appropriate congressional committees.

(4) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and in each case that a chief of mis-
sion arrives at an assigned post more than 60
days after confirmation, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report identifying any chief of
mission who arrived at the assigned post
more than 60 days after confirmation by the
Senate, and includes a description of the jus-
tification.

(b) NOTIFICATIONS ON DEPARTURES OF
CHIEFS OF MISSION.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, for 5 years, the Secretary shall notify
the appropriate congressional committees of
any chief of mission who has permanently
departed from the assigned post within 90
days of the departure.

SEC. 9203. PERIODIC INSPECTOR GENERAL RE-
VIEWS OF CHIEFS OF MISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, and for a 3-year period thereafter, the
Inspector General of the Department of
State shall conduct management reviews of
chiefs of mission, charge d’affaires, and other
principal officers assigned overseas during
inspection visits, when those officers have
been at post more than 180 days.

(b) DISPOSITION.—Reviews conducted pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be provided to the
rating officer for formal discussion as part of
the performance evaluation process. The
management review shall remain in the em-
ployee’s personnel file unless otherwise re-
quired by law. The subject of a review con-
ducted pursuant to subsection (a) shall have
the opportunity to respond to and comment
on the review, and the response shall be in-
cluded in the employee’s file for promotion
panel review.

(c) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT IN CASE OF
SERIOUS MANAGEMENT CONCERNS.—The In-
spector General of the Department of State
shall notify the Secretary, the Deputy Sec-
retary, and the appropriate congressional
committees within 30 days of any review in
which serious management concerns are
raised and substantiated, and which is not
otherwise submitted as part of the periodic
inspection or report.

SEC. 9204. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR SUDAN.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoint a Special Envoy for Sudan at the De-
partment (in this section referred to as the
‘‘Special Envoy’’). The Special Envoy shall
report directly to the Secretary and should
not hold another position in the Department
while holding the position of Special Envoy.

(b) DUTIES.—The Special Envoy shall—

(1) lead United States diplomatic efforts to
support negotiations and humanitarian re-
sponse efforts related to alleviating the cri-
sis in Sudan;

(2) be responsible for coordinating policy
development and execution related to ending
the conflict and a future path to national re-
covery and democratic transition in Sudan
across all bureaus in the Department and co-
ordinating with interagency partners; and

(3) consult regularly with the appropriate
congressional committees, and keep such
committees fully and currently informed on
the status of diplomatic efforts and negotia-
tions.

(C) STAFFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the Special Envoy is staffed with
personnel approved by the envoy, including
through reassignment of positions respon-
sible for issues related to Sudan that cur-
rently exist within the Department, encour-
aging details or assignment of employees of
the Department from regional and functional
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bureaus with expertise relevant to Sudan, or
through request for interagency details of in-
dividuals with relevant experience from
other United States Government depart-
ments or agencies, including the Department
of Treasury.

(2) BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Department should brief the
appropriate congressional committees on the
number of full-time equivalent positions sup-
porting the Special Envoy and the relevant
expertise and duties of any employees of the
Department serving as detailees.

(d) SUNSET.—The position of the Special
Envoy for Sudan shall terminate on the date
that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 9205. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR BELARUS.

Section 6406(d) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘“(d) ROLE.—The
Envoy—

‘(1) shall only exist while United States
diplomatic operations in Belarus at the
United States Embassy in Minsk, Belarus
are suspended; and

‘“(2) shall oversee the operations and per-
sonnel of the Belarus Affairs Unit.”.

SEC. 9206. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

Title I of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 is amended by adding
after section 64 (22 U.S.C. 2735a) the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 65. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN DI-
PLOMACY.

‘“(a) ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) SUPPORT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
is authorized to provide, by contract, grant,
or otherwise, for the performance of appro-
priate museum visitor and educational out-
reach services and related events, includ-
ing—

‘“(A) organizing programs and conference
activities;

‘(B) creating, designing, and installing ex-
hibits; and

“(C) conducting museum shop services and
food services in the public exhibition and re-
lated physical and virtual space utilized by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy.

‘“(2) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—The Secretary of
State is authorized to retain the proceeds ob-
tained from customary and appropriate fees
charged for the use of facilities, including
venue rental for events consistent with the
activities described in subsection (a)(1) and
museum shop services and food services at
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy. Such proceeds shall be retained as a
recovery of the costs of operating the Mu-
seum, credited to a designated Department
account that exists for the purpose of fund-
ing the Museum and its programs and activi-
ties, and shall remain available until ex-
pended.

“(b) DISPOSITION OF DOCUMENTS,
FACTS, AND OTHER ARTICLES.—

‘(1) PROPERTY.—AIl historic documents,
artifacts, or other articles acquired by the
Department of State for the permanent mu-
seum collection and determined by the Sec-
retary of State to be suitable for display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy shall be considered to be the property
of the United States Government and shall
be subject to disposition solely in accordance
with this subsection.

¢“(2) SALE, TRADE, OR TRANSFER.—Whenever
the Secretary of State makes a determina-
tion described in paragraph (3) with respect
to a document, artifact, or other article de-
scribed in paragraph (1), taking into account

position of Special
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considerations such as the Museum’s collec-
tions management policy and best profes-
sional museum practice, the Secretary may
sell at fair market value, trade, or transfer
such document, artifact, or other article
without regard to the requirements of sub-
title I of title 40, United States Code. The
proceeds of any such sale may be used solely
for the advancement of the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) of the National

Museum of American Diplomacy and may

not be used for any purpose other than the

acquisition and direct care of the collections
of the Museum.

*“(3) DETERMINATIONS PRIOR TO SALE, TRADE,
OR TRANSFER.—The determination described
in this paragraph with respect to a docu-
ment, artifact, or other article described in
paragraph (1) is a determination that—

‘“(A) the document, artifact, or other arti-
cle no longer serves to further the mission of
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy as set forth in the collections manage-
ment policy of the Museum;

‘“(B) the sale at a fair market price based
on an independent appraisal or trade or
transfer of the document, artifact, or other
article would serve to maintain or enhance
the Museum collection; and

‘(C) the sale, trade, or transfer of the doc-
ument, artifact, or other article would be in
the best interests of the United States.

‘“(4) LoANS.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion under paragraph (2) relating to the sale,
trade, or transfer of documents, artifacts, or
other articles described in paragraph (1), the
Secretary of State may—

““(A) loan the documents, artifacts, or
other articles to other institutions, both for-
eign and domestic, for repair, study, or exhi-
bition when not needed for use or display by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy; and

“(B) borrow documents, artifacts, or other
articles from other institutions or individ-
uals, both foreign and domestic, for activi-
ties consistent with subsection (a)(1).”.

SEC. 9207. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH NEGOTIA-
TIONS SUPPORT UNIT WITHIN DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a need for the United States
Government to maintain a permanent insti-
tutional hub for technical expertise, stra-
tegic advice, and knowledge management in
negotiations, mediation, and peace processes
in order to prioritize and invest in diplo-
macy;

(2) the United States plays a role in ena-
bling and supporting peace processes and
complex political negotiations, the success
of which is essential to stability and democ-
racy around the world;

(3) the meaningful engagement of conflict-
affected communities, particularly women,
youth, and other impacted populations, is
vital to durable, implementable, and sustain-
able peace;

(4) negotiation requires a specific technical
and functional skillset, and thus institu-
tional expertise in this practice area should
include trained practitioners and subject
matter experts;

(5) such skills should continue to be em-
ployed as the United States Government ad-
vises and contributes to peace processes, in-
cluding those where the United States plays
a supporting role or is led by multilateral
and international partners; and

(6) training programs for United States
diplomats should draw upon this expertise
and United States lessons learned to help
equip diplomats with skills to respond to
peace processes and complex political nego-
tiations, and how to request support.

(b) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—Section 1
of the State Department Basic Authorities
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Act (22 U.S.C. 2651a) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“‘(p) NEGOTIATIONS SUPPORT UNIT.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH.—The Sec-
retary of State may establish within the De-
partment of State a unit to be known as the
‘Negotiations Support Unit’ responsible for
carrying out the functions described in para-
graph (2), as appropriate.

‘(2) FuNcTIONS.—The functions described
in this paragraph are the following:

‘“(A) Serving as a permanent institutional
hub and resource for negotiations and peace
process expertise and knowledge manage-
ment.

‘(B) Advising the Secretary of State, other
relevant senior officials, members of the
Foreign Service, and employees of the De-
partment of State on the substance, process,
and strategy of negotiations, mediation,
peace processes, and other complex political
negotiations from strategy and planning to
implementation.

‘“(C) Supporting the development and im-
plementation of United States policy related
to complex political negotiations and peace
processes, including those led by multilat-
eral and international partners.

‘(D) Advising on mediation and negotia-
tions programs to implement United States
policy.

““(E) Supporting training for Foreign Serv-
ices Officers and civil servants on tailored
negotiation and mediation skills.

‘“(F) Working with other governments,
international organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations, as appropriate, to sup-
port the development and implementation of
United States policy on peace processes and
complex political negotiations.

‘(G) Any additional duties the Secretary
of State may prescribe.

“(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 2025 for the estab-
lishment of the Negotiations Support Unit
under paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 9208. RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF FUNDS
FOR SOLAR PANELS.

The Department may not use Federal
funds to procure any solar energy products
that were manufactured in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region of the People’s
Republic of China or other regions in the
country, which are known to be produced
with forced labor.

SEC. 9209. RESPONSIVENESS TO CONGRESSIONAL
RESEARCH SERVICE INQUIRIES.

(a) FINDINGS.— The Congressional Research
Service is charged with rendering effective
and efficient service to Congress and re-
sponding expeditiously, effectively, and effi-
ciently to the needs of Congress.

(b) RESPONSES.—The Secretary and Admin-
istrator shall ensure that for any inquiry or
request from the Congressional Research
Service related to its support of Members of
Congress and congressional staff—

(1) an initial answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 14 days of receipt of the
inquiry;

(2) a complete answer responsive to the re-
quest is sent within 90 days of receipt of the
inquiry, together with an explanation as to
why the request was delayed; and

(3) Congressional Research Service staff
shall be treated as congressional staff for
any informal discussions or briefings.

SEC. 9210. MISSION IN A BOX.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Increasing the United States’ global
diplomatic footprint is imperative to ad-
vance United States’ national security inter-
ests, particularly in the face of a massive
diplomatic expansion of our strategic com-
petitors.
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(2) Opening or re-opening diplomatic mis-
sions, often in small island nations where
there is no United States Government pres-
ence, but one is needed to advance United
States strategic objectives.

(3) Diplomatic missions should be
resourced and equipped for success upon
opening to allow diplomats to focus on ad-
vancing United States national interests in-
country.

(4) The United States can and should move
more swiftly to open new diplomatic mis-
sions and provide United States diplomats
and locally employed staff with a workplace
that meets locally appropriate quality, safe-
ty, and security standards.

(6) To do this, the Department must
streamline and support the process of open-
ing new posts to identify efficiencies and re-
moving obstacles that are unduly compli-
cating the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions, particularly in small island states and
similarly situated locations.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
how the Department is creating a ‘‘mission
in a box’ concept to provide new such diplo-
matic missions the needed resources and au-
thorities to quickly and efficiently stand up
and operate a mission from the moment
United States personnel arrive, or even be-
fore the opening of a new mission, particu-
larly in small island nations.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions;

(B) a list of authorities and processes re-
lated to the opening of new diplomatic mis-
sions that the Department can waive to ex-
pediently stand up new diplomatic missions;

(C) essential functions that each new diplo-
matic mission should be able to carry out
independently upon opening;

(D) a description of functions that another
post or support center will need to carry out
to support the new mission;

(E) a list of essential equipment and access
to facilities, including to support secure
communications, that should be provided to
each new diplomatic mission, the approval of
which should be handled prior to or shortly
after the opening of the new diplomatic mis-
sion, including arrangements for basic office
equipment, vehicles, and housing;

(F) the number of recommended locally en-
gaged staff and United States direct hires
resident in-country;

(G) the number of non-resident support
staff who are assigned to the new diplomatic
mission, such as from another post or re-
gional support center;

(H) a description of how medical and con-
sular support services could be provided;

(I) procedures for requesting an expansion
of the post’s functions or physical platform
after opening, should that be needed;

(J) any other authorities or processes that
may be required to successfully and quickly
stand up a new diplomatic mission, including
any new authorities the Department may
need;

(K) a list of incentives, in addition to pay
differentials, being considered for such posts;
and

(L) a description of any specialized train-
ing, including for management and security
personnel supporting the establishment of
such new embassies that may be required.

(¢) SENIOR OFFICIAL TO LEAD NEW EMBASSY
EXPANSION.—
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(1) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate an assistant secretary-level senior of-
ficial to expedite and make recommenda-
tions for the reform of procedures for open-
ing new diplomatic missions abroad, particu-
larly in small island states.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The senior official
designated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be
responsible for proposing policy and proce-
dural changes to the Secretary to—

(A) expediting the resourcing of new diplo-
matic missions by waiving or reducing when
possible mandatory processes required to
open new diplomatic missions, taking into
account the threat environment and cir-
cumstances in the host country;

(B) when necessary, quickly adjudicating
within the Department any decision points
that arise during the planning and execution
phases of the establishment of a new mis-
sion;

(C) ensuring new missions receive the man-
agement and operational support needed, in-
cluding by designating such support be un-
dertaken by another post, regional support
center, or Department entities based in the
United States; and

(D) ensuring that the authorities provided
in the Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (title VI of divi-
sion A of appendix G of Public Law 106-113),
as amended by the Secure Embassy Con-
struction and Counterterrorism Act of 2022
(section 9301 of Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
3879), are fully utilized in the planning for all
new diplomatic missions.

(d) NEW DIPLOMATIC MISSION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘new diplomatic mis-
sion” means any bilateral diplomatic mis-
sion opened since January 1, 2020, in a coun-
try where there had not been a bilateral dip-
lomatic mission since the date that is 20
years before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(e) SUNSET.—The authorities and require-
ments of this section shall terminate 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 9211. REPORT ON UNITED STATES CON-

SULATE IN CHENGDU, PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the effect of the sus-
pension of operations at of the United States
Consulate General in Chengdu, People’s Re-
public of China, on July 27, 2020, on diplo-
matic and consular activities of the United
States in Southwestern China, including the
provision of consular services to United
States citizens, and on relations with the
people of Southwestern China, including in
areas designated by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China as autonomous.
SEC. 9212. PERSONNEL REPORTING.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and at least every 120
days thereafter for 5 years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report—

(1) describing the on-board personnel lev-
els, hiring, and attrition of the Civil Service,
Foreign Service, eligible family members, lo-
cally employed staff, and contractor work-
force of the Department, on an operating
unit-by-operating unit basis; and

(2) including a status update on progress
toward fiscal year hiring plans for Foreign
Service and Civil Service.

SEC. 9213. SUPPORT CO-LOCATION WITH ALLIED
PARTNER NATIONS.

The Secretary, following consultation with
the appropriate congressional committees,
may alter, repair, and furnish United States
Government-owned and leased space for use
by the government of a foreign country to
facilitate co-location of such government in
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such space, on such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may determine, including with
respect to reimbursement of all or part of
the costs of such alteration, repair, or fur-
nishing. Reimbursements or advances of
funds pursuant to this section may be cred-
ited to the currently applicable appropria-
tion and shall be available for the purposes
for which such appropriation is authorized.
SEC. 9214. STREAMLINE QUALIFICATION OF CON-
STRUCTION CONTRACT BIDDERS.

Section 402 of the Omnibus Diplomatic Se-
curity and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4852) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘be awarded’” after ‘‘joint
venture persons may’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘bid on’’ both places it ap-
pears; and

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking
¢‘$10,000,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$25,000,000’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph 1, by striking ‘“‘two’’ and
inserting ‘‘three’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘at a
United States diplomatic or consular estab-
lishment abroad” and inserting ‘‘on a Fed-
eral contract abroad’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (G);

(iil) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as
subparagraph (E); and

(iv) in subparagraph (E), as redesignated by
clause (iii), by striking ‘80’ [both places it
appears] and inserting ‘‘65”".

TITLE III—-INFORMATION SECURITY AND
CYBER DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9301. SUPPORTING DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DATA ANALYTICS.

There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Department of State for fiscal year 2025
$3,000,000 for bureaus to hire Chief Data Offi-
cers through the ‘“‘Bureau Chief Data Officer
Program’, consistent with section 6302 of
the Department of State Authorization Act
of 2023 (division F of Public Law 118-31; 22
U.S.C. 2651a note).

SEC. 9302. REALIGNING THE REGIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY OFFICER PROGRAM.

Section 9508(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I
of Public Law 117-263; 22 U.S.C. 10305(a)(1)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, and shall be admin-
istered by the Bureau for Cyberspace and
Digital Policy’’ before the period at the end.
SEC. 9303. MEASURES TO PROTECT DEPARTMENT

DEVICES FROM THE PROLIFERA-
TION AND USE OF FOREIGN COM-
MERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives.

(1) COVERED DEVICE.—The term ‘‘covered
device” means any electronic mobile device,
including smartphones, tablet computing de-
vices, or laptop computing device, that is
issued by the Department for official use.

2) FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE;
SPYWARE.—The terms ‘‘foreign commercial
spyware’’ and ‘‘spyware’’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 1102A of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3232a).

(b) PROTECTION OF COVERED DEVICES.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall, in consultation with the
relevant agencies—

(A) issue standards, guidance, best prac-
tices, and policies for Department and
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USAID personnel to protect covered devices
from being compromised by foreign commer-
cial spyware;

(B) survey the processes used by the De-
partment and USAID to identify and catalog
instances where a covered device was com-
promised by foreign commercial spyware
over the prior 2 years and it is reasonably ex-
pected to have resulted in an unauthorized
disclosure of sensitive information; and

(C) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the measures in place
to identify and catalog instances of such
compromises for covered devices by foreign
commercial spyware, which may be sub-
mitted in classified form.

(2) NOTIFICATIONS.—Not later than 60 days
after the date on which the Department be-
comes aware that a covered device was seri-
ously compromised by foreign commercial
spyware, the Secretary, in coordination with
relevant agencies, shall notify the appro-
priate committees of Congress of the facts
concerning such targeting or compromise,
including—

(A) the location of the personnel whose
covered device was compromised;

(B) the number of covered devices com-
promised;

(C) an assessment by the Secretary of the
damage to the national security of the
United States resulting from any loss of data
or sensitive information; and

(D) an assessment by the Secretary of any
foreign government or foreign organization
or entity, and, to the extent possible, the
foreign individuals, who directed and bene-
fitted from any information acquired from
the compromise.

(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary, in coordination with relevant
agencies, shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report regarding
any covered device that was compromised by
foreign commercial spyware, including the
information described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) of paragraph (2).

SEC. 9304. REPORT ON CLOUD COMPUTING IN BU-
REAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the status of the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs adoption of cloud-
based products and services as well as op-
tions to require enterprise-wide adoption of
cloud computing, including for all consular
operations.

SEC. 9305. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PILOT
PROJECTS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department of State
should, in consultation with the Assistant
Secretary of the Bureau of Consular Affairs,
prioritize information technology systems
with high potential to accelerate the pass-
port renewal processes, reduce processing
times, and reduce dependency on legacy sys-
tems.
SEC. 9306. LEVERAGING APPROVED TECH-
NOLOGY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EF-
FICIENCIES.

The Secretary and Administrator shall en-
sure appropriate and secure technological so-
lutions are authorized and available for em-
ployee use, where feasible, to promote tech-
nological fluency in the workforce, including
the integration of secure tools in the evalua-
tion process to ensure performance manage-
ment standards while maximizing efficiency.
SEC. 9307. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ENVOY FOR

CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall

establish an Office of the Special Envoy for
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Critical and Emerging Technology (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Office’’), which
may be located within the Bureau for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy.

(b) LEADERSHIP.—

(1) SPECIAL ENVOY.—The Office shall be
headed by a Special Envoy for Critical and
Emerging Technology, who shall—

(A) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;
and

(B) have the rank and status of ambas-
sador; and

(C) report to the Ambassador-at-Large for
Cyberspace and Digital Policy.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The Office may include
representatives or expert detailees from
other key Federal agencies or research and
technology-focused fellowship programs, as
determined by the Special Envoy for Critical
and Emerging Technology and with the con-
sent of the Ambassador-at-Large for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy, in coordination
with appropriate senior officials of the De-
partment and such agencies.

(d) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Office
shall include—

(1) establishing, in coordination with rel-
evant bureaus, offices and other Federal
agencies, an interagency security review
process for proposals regarding United
States Government-funded international col-
laboration on certain critical and emerging
technologies and associated research;

(2) establishing and coordinating an inter-
agency strategy to facilitate international
cooperation with United States allies and
partners regarding the development, use, and
deployment of critical and emerging tech-
nologies and associated standards and safe-
guards for research security, intellectual
property protection, and illicit knowledge
transfer;

(3) facilitating technology partnerships
with countries and relevant political and
economic unions that are committed to—

(A) the rule of law and respect for human
rights, including freedom of speech, and ex-
pression;

(B) the safe and responsible development
and use of certain critical and emerging
technologies and the establishment of re-
lated norms and standards, including for re-
search security and the protection of sen-
sitive data and technology;

(C) a secure internet architecture governed
by a multi-stakeholder model instead of cen-
tralized government control;

(D) robust international cooperation to
promote open and interoperable techno-
logical products and services that are nec-
essary to freedom, innovation, transparency,
and privacy; and

(E) multilateral coordination, including
through diplomatic initiatives, information
sharing, and other activities, to defend the
principles described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) against efforts by state and non-
state actors to undermine them;

(4) supporting efforts to harmonize tech-
nology governance regimes with partners,
coordinating on basic and pre-competitive
research and development initiatives, and
collaborating to pursue such opportunities in
certain critical and emerging technologies;

(5) coordinating with other technology
partners on export control policies for cer-
tain critical and emerging technologies, in-
cluding countering illicit knowledge and
data transfer related to certain critical and
emerging technology research;

(6) conducting diplomatic engagement, in
coordination with other bureaus, offices, and
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
with allies and partners to develop standards
and coordinate policies designed to counter
illicit knowledge and data transfer in aca-
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demia related to certain critical and emerg-
ing technology research;

(7) coordinating with allies, partners, and
other relevant Federal agencies to prevent
the exploitation of research partnerships re-
lated to certain critical and emerging tech-
nologies;

(8) sharing information regarding the
threat posed by the transfer of certain crit-
ical and emerging technologies to authori-
tarian governments, including the People’s
Republic of China and the Russian Federa-
tion, and the ways in which autocratic re-
gimes are utilizing technology, including for
military and security purposes, to erode in-
dividual freedoms and other foundations of
open, democratic societies; and

(9) collaborating with private companies,
trade associations, and think tanks to real-
ize the purposes described in paragraphs (1)
through (8).

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 5 years,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, as appro-
priate, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress an unclassified report,
with a classified index, if necessary, regard-
ing—

(1) the activities of the Office related to
paragraphs (1) through (9) of subsection (d),
including any cooperative initiatives and
partnerships pursued with United States al-
lies and partners, and the results of such ac-
tivities, initiatives, and partnerships;

(2) the activities of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and the Russian Federation in
sectors related to certain critical and emerg-
ing technologies and the threats they pose to
the United States; and

(3) an inventory of all international re-
search and development programs for certain
critical and emerging technologies funded by
the Department or USAID that include par-
ticipation by institutions or organizations
that are affiliated with, or receive support
from, the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China or the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Select Committee on Intelligence, the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives.

(2) CERTAIN CRITICAL AND EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The term ‘‘certain critical and
emerging technologies’” means the tech-
nologies determined by the Secretary, in
consultation with other Federal agencies,
from the critical and emerging technologies
list published by the National Science and
Technology Council (NSTC) at the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, as amended
by subsequent updates to the list issued by
the NSTC.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 9401. AFRICA BROADCASTING NETWORKS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Agency for
Global Media shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the re-
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sources and timeline needed to establish
within the Agency an organization the mis-
sion of which shall be to promote democratic
values and institutions in Africa by pro-
viding objective, accurate, and relevant news
and information to the people of Africa and
counter disinformation from malign actors,
especially in countries in which a free press
is banned by the government or not fully es-
tablished, about the region, the world, and
the United States through uncensored news,
responsible discussion, and open debate.

SEC. 9402. UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL

MEDIA.

Section 306 of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6205) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsection (g) and (h), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

¢“(f) SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT OF GRANT-
EES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), a grantee may not be debarred or
suspended without consultation with the
Chief Executive Officer and a three-fourths
majority vote of the Advisory Board in sup-
port of such action.

*“(2) SUSPENSION.—

“(A) CRITERIA FOR SUSPENSION.—A grantee
may not be suspended unless the Advisory
Board determines that the criteria described
in section 513.405 of title 22, Code of Federal
Regulations, have been met.

‘(B) SUSPENDING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the sus-
pending official (as described in section
513.105 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions).

‘“(3) DEBARMENT.—

‘“(A) CRITERIA FOR DEBARMENT.—A grantee
may not be debarred unless the Advisory
Board determines that one or more of the
causes described in section 513.305 of title 22,
Code of Federal Regulations, has been estab-
lished.

‘(B) DEBARRING OFFICIAL.—The Advisory
Board shall collectively serve as the debar-
ring official (as described in section 513.105 of
title 22, Code of Federal Regulations).”.

SEC. 9403. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS TO
SUPPORT UNITED STATES PARTICI-
PATION IN INTERNATIONAL FAIRS
AND EXPOS.

Section 9601 of the Department of State
Authorizations Act of 2022 (division I of Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3909) is amended in
subsection (b), by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2023
and 2024 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, and 2027°.

SEC. 9404. RESEARCH AND SCHOLAR EXCHANGE
PARTNERSHIPS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) it is in the strategic interest of the
United States to strengthen relations with
Sub-Saharan African states to promote
shared interests in the areas of—

(A) democracy and good governance;

(B) education and human capital;

(C) trade and economic development;

(D) science and technology;

(E) biodiversity, food, and agriculture; and

(F') the preservation and management of
natural resources, including critical min-
erals; and

(2) historically Black colleges and univer-
sities (referred to in this section as
“HBCUSs”’) have a long history of—

(A) cultivating diaspora relations with
Sub-Saharan African states; and

(B) developing innovative solutions to
some of the world’s most pressing chal-
lenges.

(b) STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS.—The
Secretary and the Administrator should seek
to strengthen and expand partnerships and
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educational exchange opportunities, includ-
ing by working with HBCUs, which build the
capacity and expertise of students, scholars,
and experts from Sub-Saharan Africa in key
development sectors.

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Adminis-
trator is authorized to—

(1) provide technical assistance to HBCUs
to assist in fulfilling the goals of this sec-
tion, including in developing contracts, oper-
ating agreements, legal documents, and re-
lated infrastructure; and

(2) upon request, provide feedback to
HBCUs, to the maximum extent practicable,
after a grant rejection from relevant Federal
programs in order to improve future grant
applications, as appropriate.

SEC. 9405. WAIVER OF UNITED STATES RESI-
DENCY REQUIREMENT FOR CHIL-
DREN OF RADIO FREE EUROPE/
RADIO LIBERTY EMPLOYEES.

Section 320(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1431(a)(1)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (1)(B), by striking °;
or’”’ and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end of the following
new paragraph:

‘(3) the child residing in the legal and
physical custody of a citizen parent who is
residing abroad as a result of employment
with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.”.

TITLE V—DIPLOMATIC SECURITY
SEC. 9501. SECURE EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION
AND COUNTERTERRORISM ACT RE-
QUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe new guidance and
requirements consistent with the Secure
Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (title VI of division A of appendix
G of Public Law 106-113), as amended by the
Secure Embassy Construction and Counter-
terrorism Act of 2022 (section 9301 of Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 3879) and submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port detailing such guidance and require-
ments, including the impact of implementa-
tion on United States diplomatic facilities
and construction projects.

(b) CONSEQUENCE FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—If
the Secretary fails to meet the requirement
under subsection (a) no Federal funds appro-
priated to the Department shall be used for
official travel by senior staff in the execu-
tive office of the Diplomatic Security Serv-
ice, including the Assistant Secretary for
Diplomatic Security, until such time as the
Secretary meets the requirement.

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
restriction in subsection (b) to meet urgent
and critical needs if the Secretary provides
written notification to the appropriate con-
gressional committees in advance of travel.
SEC. 9502. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION FOR

SERIOUS SECURITY INCIDENTS.

Section 301(a) of the Omnibus Diplomatic
Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4833(a)), is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

¢“(2) INITIAL CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—
The Secretary shall notify the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives, the majority and minority
leaders of the Senate, and the Speaker and
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives not later than 8 days after a possible
Serious Security Incident has taken place.
Such notification shall include a preliminary
description of the incident, of an incident de-
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scribed in paragraph (1), including any
known individuals involved, when and where
the incident took place, and the next steps in
the investigation.”’; and

(3) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by
paragraph (1) of this section, by striking
“paragraph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
3.

SEC. 9503. NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING SECU-
RITY DECISIONS AT DIPLOMATIC
POSTS.

Section 103(c) of section 103 of the Omnibus
Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act
of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4802(c)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) The Secretary’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) The Secretary of State shall notify the
appropriate congressional committees with-
in 10 days of any decision to retain authority
over or approve decisions at an overseas
post, including the movement of personnel.”.
SEC. 9504. SECURITY CLEARANCE SUSPENSION

PAY FLEXIBILITIES.

Section 610(c)(6) of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4010(c)(6)) is amended by
striking ‘‘paragraph 1(B)” and inserting
“‘this subsection”.

SEC. 9505. MODIFICATION TO NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT FOR SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCE SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCA-
TIONS.

Section 6710(a) of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 2651a note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving such subparagraphs, as so redes-
ignated, 2 ems to the right;

(2) by striking ‘“IN GENERAL.—With re-
spect” and inserting the following: ‘‘NOTIFI-
CATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect’’;

(3) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘revocation on” and all
that follows through ‘‘or revocation’ and in-
serting ‘‘revocation on—

‘“(A) the present employment status of the
covered official and whether the job duties of
the covered official have changed since such
suspension or revocation;

‘“(B) the reason for such suspension or rev-
ocation;

‘“(C) the investigation of the covered offi-
cial and the results of such investigation;
and

‘(D) any negative fallout or impacts for
the Department of State, the United States
Government, or national security of the
United States as a result of the actions for
which the security clearance was suspended
or revoked.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

¢“(2) SUBMISSION TO INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITIES.—To the extent the basis for any sus-
pension or revocation of a security clearance
is premised on the unauthorized release of
intelligence (as defined by section 3(1) of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3003(1)), the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the House
of Representatives shall be an appropriate
congressional committee for the purposes of
this section.”.

TITLE VI—UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
SEC. 9601. PERSONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT AU-
THORITY FOR THE UNITED STATES
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT.

Section 636(a) of the Foreign Assistance

Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2396(a)) is amended by
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adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

““(17) employing individuals or organiza-
tions, by contract, for services abroad for
purposes of this Act and title II of the Food
for Peace Act, and individuals employed by
contract to perform such services shall not
by virtue of such employment be considered
to be employees of the United States Govern-
ment (except that the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment may determine the applicability
to such individuals of section 5 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1965 (22
U.S.C. 2672) regarding tort claims when such
claims arise in foreign countries in connec-
tion with United States operations abroad,
and of any other law administered by the Ad-
ministrator concerning the employment of
such individuals abroad), and such contracts
are authorized to be negotiated, the terms of
the contracts to be prescribed, and the work
to be performed, where necessary, without
regard to such statutory provisions as relate
to the negotiation, making, and performance
of contracts and performance of work in the
United States.”.

CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER
SURGE STAFFING.

SEC. 9602.

Section 625 of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385) is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

(k) CRISIS OPERATIONS AND DISASTER
SURGE STAFFING.—(1) The United States
Agency for International Development is au-
thorized to appoint personnel in the excepted
service using funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available under
the heading ‘Transition Initiatives’ in an Act
making appropriations for the Department
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs to carry out the provisions of part
I and chapter 4 of part IT of this Act of and
section 509(b) of the Global Fragility Act of
2019 (title V of division J of Public Law 116-
94) to prevent or respond to foreign crises;

‘“(2) Funds authorized to carry out such
purposes may be made available for the oper-
ating expenses and administrative costs of
such personnel and may remain attributed to
any minimum funding requirement for which
they were originally made available.

‘“(3) The Administrator of the TUnited
States Agency for International Develop-
ment shall coordinate with the Office of Per-
sonnel Management on implementation of
the appointment authority under paragraph
@.”.

SEC. 9603. EDUCATION ALLOWANCE WHILE ON
MILITARY LEAVE.

Section 908 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4088) is amended by inserting
“or United States Agency for International
Development’’ after ‘A Department’.

SEC. 9604. INCLUSION IN THE PET TRANSPOR-
TATION EXCEPTION TO THE FLY
AMERICA ACT.

Section 6224(a)(1) of the Department of
State Authorization Act of 2023 (division F of
Public Law 118-31; 22 U.S.C. 408la) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(1) by striking ‘‘the Department is’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Department and the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and other United States Gov-
ernment employees under chief of mission
authority are’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘Department personnel’’
and inserting ‘‘Department and USAID per-
sonnel, and other United States Government
employees under chief of mission authority’’.
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TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 9701. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
TO PROMOTE UNITED STATES CIT-
IZEN EMPLOYMENT AT THE UNITED
NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL OR-
GANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President should di-
rect United States departments and agencies
to, in coordination with the Secretary —

(1) fund and recruit Junior Professional Of-
ficers for positions at the United Nations and
related specialized and technical organiza-
tions; and

(2) facilitate secondments, details, and
transfers to agencies and specialized and
technical bodies of the United Nations.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated an ad-
ditional $20,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2025 through 2031 for the Secretary to
support Junior Professional Officers, details,
transfers, and interns that advance United
States interests at multilateral institutions
and international organizations, including to
recruit, train, and host events related to
such positions, and to promote United States
citizen candidates for employment and lead-
ership positions at multilateral institutions
and international organizations.

(c) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain
available until expended.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL  NOTIFICATION.—Not
later than 15 days prior to the obligation of
funds authorized to be appropriated under
this section, the Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives a noti-
fication outlining the amount and proposed
use of such funds.

SEC. 9702. AMENDMENT TO REWARDS FOR JUS-
TICE PROGRAM.

Section 36(b) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘; or’” and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(15) the restraining, seizing, forfeiting, or
repatriating of stolen assets linked to for-
eign government corruption and the proceeds
of such corruption.”.

SEC. 9703. PASSPORT AUTOMATION MODERNIZA-
TION.

The Act entitled ‘““An Act to regulate the
issue and validity of passports, and for other
purposes’’, approved July 3, 1926 (44 Stat. 887,
22 U.S.C. 211a), is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and through the use of
Department of State electronic systems,”
after ‘‘the insular possessions of the United
States,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘person’’ and inserting ‘‘en-
tity”.

SEC. 9704. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PAYMENT IN
CONNECTION WITH THE INTER-
NATIONAL SPACE STATION.

Section 7(1) of Public Law 106-178 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note) is amended, in the undesignated
matter following subparagraph (B), by strik-
ing ‘““December 31, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2030”".

SEC. 9705. SUPPORT FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELE-
GATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) congressional travel is essential to fos-
tering international relations, understanding
global issues first-hand, and jointly advanc-
ing United States interests abroad; and

(2) only in close coordination and thanks
to the dedication of personnel at United
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States embassies, consulates, and other mis-
sions abroad can the success of these vital
trips be possible.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall reaf-
firm to all diplomatic posts the importance
of Congressional travel and shall require all
such posts to support congressional travel by
members and staff of the appropriate con-
gressional committees fully, by making such
support available on any day of the week, in-
cluding Federal and local holidays and, to
the extent practical, requiring the direct in-
volvement of mid-level or senior officers.

(c) EXCEPTION FOR SIMULTANEOUS HIGH-
LEVEL VISITS.—The requirement under sub-
section (a) does not apply in the case of a si-
multaneous visit from the President, the
First Lady or First Gentleman, the Vice
President, the Secretary of State, or the Sec-
retary of Defense.

(d) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall require
all designated control officers to have been
trained on supporting congressional travel at
posts abroad prior to the assigned congres-
sional visit.

SEC. 9706. ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION WITH
VISA APPLICANTS.

Section 833(a)(5)(A) of the International
Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2005 (8
U.S.C. 1375a(a)(5)(A)) is amended by adding
at the end the following new clause:

‘“(vi) Mailings under this subsection may
be transmitted by electronic means, includ-
ing electronic mail. The Secretary of State
may communicate with visa applicants using
personal contact information provided to
them or to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity by the applicant, petitioner, or des-
ignated agent or attorney.”’.

SEC. 9707. ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF VISA
INFORMATION.

Section 222 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(i) ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of the immigra-
tion laws (as such term is defined in section
101(a)(17) of this Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)), all
requirements in the immigration laws for
communications with visa applicants shall
be deemed satisfied if electronic communica-
tions are sent to the applicant using per-
sonal contact information at an address for
such communications provided by the appli-
cant, petitioner, or designated agent or at-
torney. The Secretary of State shall take ap-
propriate actions to allow applicants to up-
date their personal contact information and
to ensure that electronic communications
can be securely transmitted to applicants.”.
SEC. 9708. INCLUSION OF COST ASSOCIATED

WITH PRODUCING REPORTS.

(a) ESTIMATED COST OF REPORTS.—Begin-
ning on October 1, 2026, and for the next
three fiscal years, the Secretary shall re-
quire that any report produced for external
distribution, including for distribution to
Congress, include the total estimated cost of
producing such report and the estimated
number of personnel hours.

(b) ANNUAL TOTAL COST OF REPORTS.—Not
later than 90 days after the end of each fiscal
year, beginning with fiscal year 2025, and for
the next three fiscal years, the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives an annual report listing the
reports issued for the prior fiscal year, the
frequency of each report, the total estimated
cost associated with producing such report,
and the estimated number of personnel
hours.

SEC. 9709. EXTENSIONS.

(a) USAID CIVIL SERVICE ANNUITANT WAIV-

ER.—Section 625(j)(1)(B) of the Foreign As-
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sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385(j)(1)(B))
shall be applied by striking ‘‘October 1, 2010’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2026°".

(b) OVERSEAS PAY COMPARABILITY AND LIM-
ITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided
under section 1113 of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32; 123
Stat. 1904) shall remain in effect through
September 30, 2026.

(2) LIMITATION.—The authority described in
paragraph (1) may not be used to pay an eli-
gible member of the Foreign Service (as de-
fined in section 1113(b) of the Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32;
123 Stat. 1904)) a locality-based com-
parability payment (stated as a percentage)
that exceeds two-thirds of the amount of the
locality-based comparability payment (stat-
ed as a percentage) that would be payable to
such member under section 5304 of title 5,
United States Code, if such member’s official
duty station were in the District of Colum-
bia.

(c) INSPECTOR GENERAL ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—The authorities provided under section
1015(b) of the Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-212; 124 Stat. 2332)—

(1) shall remain in effect through Sep-
tember 30, 2026; and

(2) may be used to facilitate the assign-
ment of persons for oversight of programs in
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, and
Yemen.

(d) SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEES.—The au-
thority provided under section 301(a)(3) of
the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 TU.S.C.
4831(a)(3)) shall remain in effect for facilities
in Afghanistan and shall apply to facilities
in Ukraine through September 30, 2026, ex-
cept that the notification and reporting re-
quirements contained in such section shall
include the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the en bloc consideration of the
following Senate resolutions: S. Res.
817, S. Res. 818, S. Res. 819, S. Res. 820,
S. Res. 821.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, September 17; that following the
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