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SENATE RESOLUTION 839—DESIG-

NATING SEPTEMBER 2024 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL STUDENT PARENT 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 

CARPER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 839 

Whereas student parents are individuals 
who have children and who attend postsec-
ondary educational institutions; 

Whereas student parents make up roughly 
1⁄5 of the postsecondary student population, 
totaling nearly 4,000,000 individuals; 

Whereas 70 percent of student parents are 
women, and 62 percent of student mothers 
are single parents; 

Whereas 54 percent of single mothers who 
are enrolled at an institution of higher edu-
cation work 20 hours or more per week and 43 
percent work 30 hours or more per week, 
which requires those individuals to balance 
school, work, and caring for their depend-
ents; 

Whereas 51 percent of student parents are 
students of color, particularly female stu-
dents of color, with mothers representing— 

(1) 40 percent of Black postsecondary stu-
dents; 

(2) 36 percent of American Indian and Alas-
ka Native postsecondary students; 

(3) 35 percent of Native Hawaiian and Pa-
cific Islander postsecondary students; and 

(4) 26 percent of Hispanic postsecondary 
students; 

Whereas 47 percent of student parents are 
military-connected students; 

Whereas approximately 813 surviving mili-
tary spouses are using education benefits 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for 
surviving dependents; 

Whereas 84 percent of military spouses 
have some college education or credential 
and, on average, make 25 percent less than 
their civilian counterparts; 

Whereas 42 percent of student parents at-
tend community colleges and 30 percent at-
tend public or private nonprofit 4-year insti-
tutions of higher education; 

Whereas the cohort of single mothers cur-
rently enrolled in higher education will save 
approximately $19,900,000,000 in public assist-
ance spending; 

Whereas 44 percent of student parents re-
port food insecurity, and 60 percent report 
housing insecurity; 

Whereas 2⁄3 of student parents live at or 
near the poverty line and 52 percent of stu-
dent parents are Federal Pell Grant recipi-
ents; 

Whereas, on average, student parents have 
higher grade point averages than their non- 
parenting peers, but student parents are 10 
times less likely to complete a bachelor’s de-
gree within 5 years than students without 
children; 

Whereas a low-income student parent who 
earns a degree or credential boosts the in-
come of that individual and the earning po-
tential of the children of that individual 
when those children become adults; and 

Whereas student parents are uniquely mo-
tivated to excel in their courses of study but 
often face challenges, including lack of af-
fordable child care and balancing work re-
sponsibilities while attending postsecondary 
educational institutions: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses support for the contributions 

and achievements of student parents in seek-
ing and completing a postsecondary edu-
cation; and 

(2) designates September 2024 as ‘‘National 
Student Parent Month’’. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 840—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 15 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 21, 2024, 
AS ‘‘TELEHEALTH AWARENESS 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
WARNER, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 840 

Whereas telehealth allows a health care 
practitioner to furnish health care services 
to a patient or a practitioner at a different 
physical location than the health care prac-
titioner; 

Whereas telehealth played a significant 
role in supporting access to quality health 
care services for millions of patients during 
the COVID–19 public health emergency and 
continues to be important beyond the end of 
the public health emergency; 

Whereas Medicare beneficiaries used 88 
times more telehealth services during the 
first year of the COVID–19 pandemic than 
they did in the prior year; 

Whereas 25 percent of Medicare bene-
ficiaries received at least 1 telehealth service 
in 2023; 

Whereas, in 2023, approximately 90 percent 
of Medicare beneficiaries who received a 
telehealth service were satisfied with their 
experience; 

Whereas, in 2023, telehealth was a routine 
health care modality with 13 percent of 
Medicare beneficiaries using telehealth in 
the last quarter of the calendar year; 

Whereas telehealth is a common care mo-
dality for Medicare beneficiaries to receive 
behavioral health services, with half of com-
mon psychotherapy services furnished under 
the original Medicare fee-for-service pro-
gram delivered by telehealth in 2022; 

Whereas Federally qualified health centers 
and rural health clinics use telehealth to de-
liver services to rural and underserved popu-
lations; 

Whereas, following the unprecedented use 
of telehealth services in response to the 
COVID–19 public health emergency, tele-
health now represents a critical component 
of health care delivery; 

Whereas legislative efforts to increase tele-
health access have received bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

Whereas the United States has an oppor-
tunity to help improve access to health serv-
ices for all individuals, including members of 
rural and underserved communities; and 

Whereas ‘‘Telehealth Awareness Week’’ 
unites the efforts of patients, caregivers, 
health care providers, policymakers, and 
other stakeholders to advance the role of 
telehealth in health care: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 15 

through September 21, 2024, as ‘‘Telehealth 
Awareness Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the impact of telehealth in 
delivering health care services for patients 
across the United States; and 

(3) urges that steps should be taken to— 
(A) raise awareness about the benefits of 

telehealth; 
(B) highlight resources for health care pro-

viders and patients regarding telehealth; 
(C) collect and analyze data on the impacts 

of telehealth; and 
(D) promote continued access to telehealth 

for all communities and across settings. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 841—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2024 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MANCHIN 

(for himself, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. REED, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. HAWLEY, and Mr. GRAHAM)) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 841 

Whereas each year more than 14,500 chil-
dren under the age of 19 in the United States 
are diagnosed with cancer; 

Whereas every year more than 1,500 chil-
dren in the United States lose their lives to 
cancer; 

Whereas childhood cancer is the leading 
cause of death from disease after infancy and 
one of the leading causes of death overall for 
children in the United States; 

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for chil-
dren with cancer in the United States has in-
creased from 58 percent in the mid-1970s to 85 
percent in 2024, representing a significant 
improvement from previous decades; 

Whereas 60 to 90 percent of children in the 
United States who survive cancer will de-
velop at least one chronic health condition, 
and some survivors may face a late effect 
from treatment that can be severe or life- 
threatening; and 

Whereas childhood cancer occurs fre-
quently and spares no racial or ethnic group, 
socioeconomic class, or geographic region: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2024 as ‘‘National 

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month’’; 
(2) requests that the Federal Government, 

States, localities, and nonprofit organiza-
tions observe the month with appropriate 
programs and activities, with the goal of in-
creasing public knowledge of the risks of 
childhood cancer; 

(3) encourages survivors of childhood can-
cer to continue to receive ongoing moni-
toring and care throughout their adult lives; 

(4) recognizes the human toll of childhood 
cancer and pledges to make the prevention of 
and cure for childhood cancer a public health 
priority; 

(5) reminds the people of the United States 
of the bravery of children who are diagnosed 
with cancer; and 

(6) commends and honors the courage of 
such children. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 842—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 20, 2024, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK’’ 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms. 

STABENOW, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. ERNST, and 
Mrs. CAPITO) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 842 

Whereas the well-being of the United 
States requires that the young people of the 
United States become an involved, caring 
citizenry of good character; 

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by 
and against youth increasingly threatens the 
physical and psychological well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas, more than ever, children need 
strong and constructive guidance from their 
families and their communities, including 
from schools, youth organizations, religious 
institutions, and civic groups; 
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Whereas the character of a nation is only 

as strong as the character of its individual 
citizens; 

Whereas the public good is advanced when 
young individuals are taught the importance 
of good character and the positive effects 
that good character can have in personal re-
lationships, in school, and in the workplace; 

Whereas scholars and educators agree that 
individuals do not automatically develop 
good character and that, therefore, institu-
tions and individuals that influence youth 
must make conscientious efforts to help 
young individuals develop the essential 
traits and characteristics that comprise good 
character; 

Whereas, although character development 
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities, 
schools, and youth, civic, and human service 
organizations also play an important role in 
fostering and promoting good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages students, 
teachers, parents, youth, and community 
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young individ-
uals to play a role in determining the future 
of the United States; 

Whereas effective character education is 
based on core ethical values, which form the 
foundation of a democratic society; 

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, citizenship, and honesty; 

Whereas elements of character transcend 
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences; 

Whereas the character and conduct of 
youth reflect the character and conduct of 
society, and, therefore, every adult has the 
responsibility to teach and model ethical 
values and every social institution has the 
responsibility to promote the development of 
good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages individuals 
and organizations, especially those that have 
an interest in the education and training of 
the young individuals in the United States, 
to adopt the elements of character, which 
are intrinsic to the well-being of individuals, 
communities, and society; 

Whereas many schools in the United States 
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to 
integrate the values of their communities 
into teaching activities; and 

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National 
Character Counts Week’’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups, 
and other organizations focus on character 
education, is of great benefit to the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning October 

20, 2024, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups— 

(A) to embrace the elements of character 
identified by local schools and communities, 
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and 

(B) to observe National Character Counts 
Week with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 843—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 2024 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL LEARNING DISABILITIES 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. BUDD) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 843 

Whereas in section 602 of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 
1401), a specific learning disability— 

(1) is defined as a disorder in 1 or more 
of the basic psychological processes involved 
in understanding or in using language, spo-
ken or written, which may manifest itself in 
the imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, 
read, write, spell, or do mathematical cal-
culations; 

(2) includes conditions such as percep-
tual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain 
dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental 
aphasia; and 

(3) does not include a learning problem 
that is primarily the result of visual, hear-
ing, or motor disabilities, of intellectual dis-
abilities, of emotional disturbance, or of en-
vironmental, cultural, or economic disadvan-
tage; 

Whereas a specific learning disability is 
the most prevalent disability of students 
who are served by parts A through D of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), impacting 34 percent 
of all students who received special edu-
cation services; 

Whereas, for academic year 2022, the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress 
reports that— 

(1) more than 95 percent of 4th and 8th 
grade students with a specific learning dis-
ability were not proficient in reading; and 

(2) more than 93 percent of 4th and 8th 
grade students with a specific learning dis-
ability were not proficient in math; 

Whereas the math and reading scores re-
ported by the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress for academic year 2022 in-
dicate that Black and Hispanic students with 
a specific learning disability experience 
greater opportunity gaps than White and 
Asian students; 

Whereas research shows that students with 
specific learning disabilities can achieve suc-
cess commensurate with their peers, if given 
appropriate instruction and support; 

Whereas developmentally appropriate uni-
versal screening should begin as early as pos-
sible to assess which students demonstrate 
the most pervasive risk factors for specific 
learning disabilities; and 

Whereas research rooted in the science of 
reading establishes an evidence base of effec-
tive instructional methods for developing 
reading skills for students with or at risk for 
specific learning disabilities: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 2024 as ‘‘National 

Learning Disabilities Awareness Month’’; 
and 

(2) calls on State and local education 
agencies to continue to meet the needs of 
students with specific learning disabilities 
through a free and appropriate public edu-
cation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 844—RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCE 
WEEK 

Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. 
PADILLA, and Mr. RISCH) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 844 

Whereas the Senate is committed to the 
use of forensic science in the investigation of 
crimes, the prosecution and conviction of the 
correct perpetrators of crimes, and the exon-

eration of innocent individuals falsely ac-
cused of crimes in the United States; 

Whereas forensic science service providers 
address critical questions in civil and crimi-
nal investigations and trials in the United 
States, including by providing scientific con-
clusions relating to forensic evidence; 

Whereas forensic science service providers 
partner with— 

(1) Federal agencies to build and maintain 
criminal databases relating to latent prints, 
DNA, and other information relevant to 
criminal cases; and 

(2) Federal, State, and local agencies to en-
sure public safety; 

Whereas forensic science service providers 
serve a vital role in the criminal justice sys-
tem by providing scientific information to 
investigators and officers of the court; and 

Whereas the week of September 15, 2024, to 
September 21, 2024, is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Forensic Science Week’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Forensic Science Week; and 
(2) recognizes that National Forensic 

Science Week provides a special opportunity 
for— 

(A) forensic science service providers to— 
(i) acknowledge the contributions of foren-

sic scientists in the laboratories in which 
those individuals work; 

(ii) organize community events to encour-
age a better understanding of forensic 
science; 

(iii) provide tours to Federal, State, and 
local policymakers to assist those individ-
uals in gaining better insight into the cur-
rent capabilities of forensic science service 
providers and the future demands that foren-
sic science service providers will face; and 

(iv) contact and invite local media outlets 
to cover events hosted during National Fo-
rensic Science Week; 

(B) local policymakers to— 
(i) recognize, through formal commenda-

tion or resolution, the contributions of local 
forensic science laboratories to the commu-
nities of those policymakers; 

(ii) formally declare the week of Sep-
tember 15, 2024, to September 21, 2024, to be 
‘‘National Forensic Science Week’’ by proc-
lamation; 

(iii) visit local forensic science labora-
tories to gain an understanding of the capa-
bilities and needs of those laboratories; and 

(iv) discuss the operational needs of State 
and local forensic science laboratories; 

(C) individuals in the United States, in-
cluding members of the media, to— 

(i) attend community events sponsored by 
local forensic science laboratories; 

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories; and 

(iii) ask local forensic science laboratories 
about the operational and legislative needs 
of those laboratories; 

(D) members of the media to highlight 
local news stories that focus on the work of 
local forensic science laboratories in the 
communities that those laboratories serve; 
and 

(E) public safety officers, law enforcement 
officers, and officers of the court to— 

(i) attend community events sponsored by 
local forensic science laboratories; 

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories; 

(iii) discuss the operational needs of State 
and local forensic science laboratories; and 

(iv) engage with local forensic science lab-
oratories about working together more effec-
tively. 
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