7

September 24, 2024
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 845—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
RECOGNITION OF SEPTEMBER 23,
2024, TO SEPTEMBER 29, 2024, AS
“ASIAN AMERICAN AND NATIVE
AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER-
SERVING INSTITUTIONS WEEK”

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. BUTLER, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. STABENOW,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 845

Whereas the Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-Serving Institu-
tions Program was originally authorized on
September 27, 2007, by the College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act of 2007 (Public Law
110-84; 121 Stat. 784);

Whereas 2024 marks the 17th anniversary of
the establishment of Asian American and
Native American Pacific Islander-serving in-
stitutions by Congress;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions are
degree-granting postsecondary institutions
that have an undergraduate enrollment of
not less than 10 percent Asian American, Na-
tive Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander students;

Whereas the purpose of the Asian Amer-
ican and Native American Pacific Islander-
Serving Institutions Program is to improve
the availability and quality of postsecondary
education programs to serve Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
students;

Whereas, since 2007, over 270 colleges and
universities have been eligible as Asian
American and Native American Pacific Is-
lander-serving institutions throughout the
United States, including the United States
territories in the Pacific;

Whereas there are 207 funded and eligible
Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions operating
in the United States, including the United
States territories in the Pacific;

Whereas, as of the 2023-2024 academic year,
69 Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions are or
have been funded in the United States, in-
cluding the United States territories in the
Pacific;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions are
of critical importance, as they enroll, sup-
port, and graduate large proportions of Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander college students, the majority of
whom are overwhelmingly from families
with low incomes and are first-generation
college students;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
comprise only 6.9 percent of all institutions
of higher education, yet enroll 46 percent of
all Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander undergraduate students in
the United States, including the United
States territories in the Pacific;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
employ many of the Asian American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander faculty, staff,
and administrators in the United States;
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Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
award 52 percent of the associate’s degrees
and 45 percent of the bachelor’s degrees at-
tained by all Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacific Islander college students in
the United States, including the TUnited
States territories in the Pacific;

Whereas over Y5 of the funded Asian Amer-
ican and Native American Pacific Islander-
serving institutions maintain an Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander enrollment of over 20 percent;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
play a vital role in preserving the diverse
culture, experiences, heritage, and history of
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
create culturally relevant academic and co-
curricular programs, research, and services,
which increase retention, transfer, and grad-
uation rates while also enhancing the overall
educational experiences of Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander stu-
dents;

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions
of Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions strength-
ens the culture of the United States; and

Whereas the achievements and goals of
Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions deserve
national recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievements and goals
of Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions in their
work to provide quality educational opportu-
nities to Asian American, Native Hawaiian,
and Pacific Islander and other students who
attend their institutions;

(2) encourages institutions of higher edu-
cation that are eligible Asian American and
Native American Pacific Islander-serving in-
stitutions to obtain funding and establish
programs to serve the unique needs of Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander students, families, and communities;

(3) recognizes the 17th anniversary of the
establishment of Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-serving institu-
tions and expresses support for the designa-
tion of ‘‘Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions
Week’’; and

(4) calls on the people of the United States,
including the United States territories in the
Pacific, and interested groups to observe
‘““‘Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-Serving Institutions Week”’
with appropriate activities, ceremonies, and
programs to demonstrate support for Asian
American and Native American Pacific Is-
lander-serving institutions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 846—COM-
MEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ERADICATION
OF WILD POLIOVIRUS FROM THE
AMERICAS

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. REED, Ms. SINEMA, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WELCH,
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 846

Whereas nearly 60,000 children in the

United States were reported to have polio in
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1952 alone, with more than 20,000 cases of pa-
ralysis;

Whereas, thanks to vaccination, polio was
eliminated from the United States in 1979;

Whereas the Global Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative (GPEI), a unique public-private part-
nership that includes the Federal Govern-
ment, Rotary International, the World
Health Organization (WHO), the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (commonly known as
“UNICEF”’), the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, and GAVI, was established in
1988 with a goal of eradicating polio globally,
at a time when there were more than 350,000
cases of polio recorded annually;

Whereas Rotary International, a global as-
sociation founded in Illinois, has contributed
more than $2,700,000,000 and volunteered
countless hours in the global fight against
polio since 1979;

Whereas, since the goal of global polio
eradication was set in 1988, incidences of
polio have been reduced by more than 99.9
percent through the use of the inactivated
polio vaccine developed by Jonas Salk and
the oral polio vaccine developed by Albert
Sabin;

Whereas the Americas were the first region
to be certified free from wild poliovirus by
the WHO in 1994, with the last case of wild
poliovirus in the Americas confirmed in Peru
in 1991;

Whereas, since 1994, 4 other regions of the
world have been certified free from wild po-
liovirus and 2 of the 3 strains of wild polio-
virus have been certified eradicated world-
wide;

Whereas, as of September 2024, only Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan have been unable to
fully stop transmission of wild poliovirus, a
decrease from more than 125 countries in
1988;

Whereas the GPEI reaches the world’s
most vulnerable children, including those
who have been displaced, living in areas of
insecurity or conflict, where cases of variant
poliovirus remain of concern;

Whereas, as of September 2024, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, an estimated 20,000,000 people are
walking who have been spared from paralysis
and 1,500,000 deaths have been averted world-
wide thanks to the efforts of the GPEI;

Whereas, in addition to combating polio,
the global workforce and infrastructure of
the GPEI has frequently served as first re-
sponders for natural disasters and other pub-
lic health crises, including outbreaks of
Ebola and the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas, when polio is eradicated, it will
be only the second human disease in history
to make such an achievement, the first being
smallpox;

Whereas progress toward global polio
eradication is a testament to what can be
achieved through sustained global commit-
ment and collaboration; and

Whereas, as long as poliovirus circulates
anywhere, it remains a threat to children ev-
erywhere: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the 30th anniversary of
the Americas being certified polio-free by
the World Health Organization on September
29, 1994;

(2) commends the work of the Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization (PAHO) and its
member states on keeping the Americas wild
poliovirus free;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative;

(4) encourages and supports the inter-
national community of governments and
nongovernmental organizations in remaining
committed to the eradication of polio; and

(5) encourages the Federal Government to
continue committing funding to the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  847—HON-
ORING WADEE ALFAYOUMI, A 6-
YEAR-OLD PALESTINIAN-AMER-
ICAN BOY, MURDERED AS A VIC-
TIM OF A HATE CRIME FOR HIS
PALESTINIAN-MUSLIM IDENTITY,
IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS,
and Ms. CANTWELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 847

Whereas Wadee Alfayoumi, a 6-year-old
Palestinian-Muslim-American boy, was loved
by his family and friends as an energetic,
loving, and joyous light who brought sun-
shine to his loved ones and classmates;

Whereas, on October 14, 2023, at 11:30 a.m.,
Wadee Alfayoumi was brutally stabbed 26
times by a hate-driven perpetrator and trag-
ically succumbed to his injuries;

Whereas Wadee Alfayoumi’s perpetrator
has been indicted for a hate crime by the
Will County, Illinois, grand jury, and the De-
partment of Justice has opened a hate
crimes investigation into the events leading
to Wadee Alfayoumi’s death, as there is evi-
dence the perpetrator yelled during the bru-
tal killing, ‘‘All Muslims must die and your
people must die’’ and has been observed to be
a consumer of media containing dehuman-
izing and hateful rhetoric that is anti-Mus-
lim and anti-Palestinian;

Whereas Wadee Alfayoumi was born and
raised in the United States, and his family
wanted the United States to provide them a
life of safety away from dehumanizing and
hateful rhetoric toward Palestinian people;

Whereas no one should be a target of hate
because of their ethnicity or religion, wheth-
er such ethnicity or religion is expressed ver-
bally or through how one dresses, such as
through the wearing of a hijab, keffiyeh, tur-
ban, mitpahat, tichel, shpitzel, sheitel,
KkKippah, or yarmulke;

Whereas dehumanizing rhetoric can fuel
sentiments of hate that result in violence
against those who belong or who are per-
ceived to belong to a certain ethnic or reli-
gious group;

Whereas the Palestinian community’s mi-
gration to the United States dates back to
the late 19th century;

Whereas the United States is home to one
of the largest Palestinian diasporas in the
world that is made up of lawyers, doctors,
teachers, business owners, law enforcement,
and others, all who contribute to the history,
arts, commerce, promise, and character of
the United States;

Whereas Wadee Alfayoumi shared a herit-
age, history, love, culture, tradition, and
brilliance belonging to the Palestinian peo-
ple and was a symbol of another great Pales-
tinian life full of promise;

Whereas Palestinian children, Israeli chil-
dren, children in the United States, and
those all across the globe deserve to live in
peace and be free from discrimination, hate
crimes, and violence; and

Whereas the recent Israel-Gaza conflict has
had a particularly devastating impact on
children in the region, including at one point
resulting in a Palestinian child dying every
10 minutes, according to the World Health
Organization: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes that—

(1) the United States lost the beautiful
light of Wadee Alfayoumi because of hate;

(2) it is the duty of elected officials and
media to tell the truth without dehuman-
izing rhetoric when informing the public of
factual information;
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(3) freedom of speech and peaceful protest
are constitutionally protected and a funda-
mental cornerstone of democracy; and

(4) the United States has zero tolerance for
hate crimes, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism,
and anti-Palestinian and anti-Arab discrimi-
nation.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 848—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 23 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 27, 2024, AS ‘“NATIONAL
HAZING AWARENESS WEEK”

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
CASsSIDY, Mr. KING, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
COONS, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. MANCHIN, and
Mr. DAINES) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 848

Whereas hazing is any intentional, know-
ing, or reckless act committed by a person,
whether individually or in concert with
other persons, against a student regardless
of the willingness of that student to partici-
pate, in connection with membership in an
organization, and causes or is likely to con-
tribute to a substantial risk above the rea-
sonable risk encountered in the course of
participation in the institution of higher
education or the organization (such as the
physical training necessary for participation
on an athletic team), of physical injury,
mental harm, or personal degradation;

Whereas 55 percent of college students in-
volved in extracurricular clubs, athletic
teams, and organizations reported experi-
encing hazing;

Whereas a hazing prevention policy is vital
to help shape expectations for safe campus
communities where healthy group behaviors,
ethical leadership, and feelings of positive
well-being and belonging are fostered;

Whereas it is recommended that hazing
prevention education is broad and includes
students, campus staff, administrators, fac-
ulty, alumni, and beyond;

Whereas hundreds of students have died as
a result of collegiate hazing, including Kris-
tin High on September 9, 2002, Kenitha Saafir
on September 9, 2002, Clay Warren on Sep-
tember 21, in 2002, Lynn Gordon ‘‘Gordie”’
Bailey, Jr., on September 17, 2004, Matthew
Carrington on February 2, 2005, Gary Louis
DeVercelly, Jr. on March 30, 2007, Brett Grif-
fin on November 8, 2008, Harrison Kowiak on
November 18, 2008, Michael Anthony
Smallwood Starks on November 21, 2008, Car-
son Leonard Starkey on December 2, 2008,
George Desdunes on February 25, 2011, Rob-
ert Darnell Champion on November 19, 2011,
Robert Eugene Timpton, Jr., on March 26,
2012, David R. Bogenberger on November 2,
2012, Marvell Edmonson on April 20, 2013,
Jauwan Holmes on April 20, 2013, Marquise
Braham on March 14, 2014, Dalton Debrick on
August 24, 2014, Tucker W. Hipps on Sep-
tember 22, 2014, Nolan M. Burch on November
14, 2014, Timothy J. Piazza on February 4,
2017, Max Gruver on September 14, 2017, An-
drew Coffey on November 3, 2017, Alexander
Levi Rainey Beletsis on June 20, 2018, Nicky
Cumberland on October 30, 2018, Collin Wiant
on November 12, 2018, Noah Domingo on Jan-
uary 12, 2019, Bea Castro on March 17, 2019,
Justin King on September 14, 2019, Antonio
Tsialas on October 24, 2019, Samuel Martinez
on November 12, 2019, Adam Jeffrey Oakes on
February 27, 2021, Stone Justin Foltz on
March 7, 2021, Lofton Hazelwood on October
18, 2021, and Luke Tyler on January 22, 2023;

Whereas students have suffered severe,
life-altering injuries as a result of collegiate
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hazing, including Danny Santulli on October
19, 2021; and

Whereas hazing has a lasting, harmful, and
deadly impact, and preventing hazing must
be prioritized: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 23 through Sep-
tember 27, 2024, as ‘‘National Hazing Aware-
ness Week”’;

(2) acknowledges hazing prevention is not
limited to a single week of awareness but is
an ongoing commitment; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Hazing Awareness
Week through promoting hazing awareness
and prevention.

SENATE RESOLUTION 849—CALL-
ING ON CONGRESS, SCHOOLS,
AND STATE AND LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES TO RECOG-
NIZE THE SIGNIFICANT EDU-
CATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF
DYSLEXIA THAT MUST BE AD-
DRESSED, AND DESIGNATING OC-
TOBER 2024 AS “NATIONAL DYS-
LEXTIA AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. COLLINS, and
Mr. KING) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 849

Whereas dyslexia is—

(1) defined as an unexpected difficulty in
reading for an individual who has the intel-
ligence to be a much better reader; and

(2) most commonly caused by a difficulty
in phonological processing (the appreciation
of the individual sounds of spoken language),
which affects the ability of an individual to
speak, read, spell, and, often, the ability to
learn a second language;

Whereas the First Step Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-391; 132 Stat. 5194 et seq.) included a
definition of dyslexia as part of the require-
ment of the Act to screen inmates for dys-
lexia upon intake in Federal prisons;

Whereas the definition of dyslexia in sec-
tion 3635 of title 18, United States Code, as
added by section 101(a) of the First Step Act
of 2018, is the first and only definition of dys-
lexia in a Federal statute;

Whereas dyslexia is the most common
learning disability and affects 80 to 90 per-
cent of all individuals with a learning dis-
ability;

Whereas dyslexia is persistent and highly
prevalent, affecting as many as 1 out of
every b individuals;

Whereas dyslexia is a paradox, in that an
individual with dyslexia may have both—

(1) weaknesses in decoding that result in
difficulties with accurate or fluent word rec-
ognition; and

(2) strengths in higher-level cognitive func-
tions, such as reasoning, critical thinking,
concept formation, and problem solving;

Whereas great progress has been made in
understanding dyslexia on a scientific level,
including the epidemiological, cognitive, and
neurobiological bases of dyslexia;

Whereas the achievement gap between typ-
ical readers and dyslexic readers occurs as
early as first grade; and

Whereas early screening for, and early di-
agnosis of, dyslexia are critical for ensuring
that individuals with dyslexia receive fo-
cused, evidence-based intervention that
leads to fluent reading, the promotion of
self-awareness and self-empowerment, and
the provision of necessary accommodations
that ensure success in school and in life:
Now, therefore, be it
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