September 25, 2024

Whereas Federal oil and natural gas leases
for onshore and offshore development
brought in more than $22,000,000,000 in rev-
enue for the Federal Government in 2022;

Whereas the United States oil and natural

gas industry alone generates nearly
$1,800,000,000,000 in gross domestic product
per year;

Whereas coal continues to serve as a reli-
able and affordable source of baseload power
for consumers across the United States and
provided 19.5 percent of the utility-scale
electricity in the United States in 2022;

Whereas hydroelectric power infrastruc-
ture contributes significant clean and reli-
able baseload power to the energy grid of the
United States and vital grid flexibility with
the ability to scale up or down to match
fluctuations in consumer demand;

Whereas innovation in the nuclear energy
industry of the United States has led to the
annual generation capacity of about 100,000
megawatts of safe, clean, and reliable nu-
clear power; and

Whereas renewable energy employment
continues to expand, with solar jobs account-
ing for the largest area of growth: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 4, 2024, as ‘‘National
Energy Appreciation Day’’; and

(2) encourages the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the
United States to observe National Energy
Appreciation Day with appropriate events to
promote education on, and celebrate the role
of, modern energy systems in everyday life.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 867T—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2024 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 867

Whereas approximately 306,000 individuals
in the United States live with spinal cord in-
juries, which cost society billions of dollars
in health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 18,000
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 individuals with
spinal cord injuries are veterans;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries;

Whereas almost half of all spinal cord inju-
ries sustained by individuals 30 years of age
or younger occur as a result of a vehicular
accident;

Whereas the average remaining years of
life for individuals living with spinal cord in-
juries has not improved significantly since
the 1980s;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for individuals living with spi-
nal cord injuries, enhancing the quality of
life of individuals with spinal cord injuries,
and ultimately curing paralysis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2024 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;
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(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis; and

(5) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States who are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 868—AC-
KNOWLEDGING AND COMMEMO-
RATING THE WOMEN WHO
SERVED THE NAVY IN THE

WOMEN ACCEPTED FOR VOLUN-

TEER EMERGENCY SERVICE
DURING WORLD WAR II
Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mrs.

BLACKBURN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. CRUZ) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed
Services:

S. RES. 868

Whereas President Franklin D. Roosevelt
established the Women Accepted for Volun-
teer Emergency Service (referred to in this
preamble as “WAVES”) on July 30, 1942,
when he signed the Act of July 30, 1942 (56
Stat. 730, chapter 538), into law;

Whereas, despite social stigmas and public
opinion averse to women in uniform, women
applied for WAVES in such numbers that en-
rollment ceilings were reached within the
first several years;

Whereas, while women had served in the
enlisted ranks of the Navy in a variety of po-
sitions during World War I, legislation
passed after World War I limited women to
service as nurses until the creation of the
WAVES;

Whereas, during World War II, women in
the United States were recruited into the
Armed Forces to perform military assign-
ments so that men could be freed for combat
duties;

Whereas, under the direction of Lieutenant
Commander (later Captain) Mildred Helen
McAfee, the WAVES peaked in 1945 at nearly
80,000 officers and enlisted personnel, or ap-
proximately 2.5 percent of the wartime
strength of the Navy and was composed of
women from urban and rural communities
across many socioeconomic backgrounds;

Whereas the annual report of the Secretary
of the Navy for fiscal year 1945 stated that
there were 8,475 officers and 73,816 enlisted
WAVES serving in the spring of 1945;

Whereas the WAVES worked at large and
small naval commands from Florida to
Washington and from California to Rhode Is-
land, as well as overseas;

Whereas the numerous and diverse con-
tributions of the WAVES ranged from yeo-
man, chauffeur, and baker to pharmacist,
artist, aircraft mechanic, and dental hygien-
ist;

Whereas, during World War II, the WAVES
served as training instructors throughout
the TUnited States for newly recruited
WAVES as well as thousands of aspiring
male naval aviators, gunners, and navigators
destined for combat units;

Whereas the WAVES who served in naval
aviation taught instrument flying, aircraft
recognition, celestial navigation, aircraft
gunnery, radio, radar, air combat informa-
tion, and air fighter administration but were
not allowed to be pilots;

Whereas the WAVES served the Navy in
such numbers that, according to a Navy esti-
mate, enough men were freed for combat
duty to crew the ships of 4 major task forces,
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each including a battleship, 2 large aircraft
carriers, 2 heavy cruisers, 4 light cruisers,
and 15 destroyers;

Whereas, at the end of World War II, Sec-
retary of the Navy James Forrestal stated
that members of the WAVES ‘“‘have exceeded
performance of men in certain types of work,
and the Navy Department considers it to be
very desirable that these important services
rendered by women during the war should
likewise be available in postwar years
ahead’;

Whereas, by the end of World War II, more
than 400,000 women had served the United
States in military capacities, with every
Navy aviator who entered combat having re-
ceived some part of his training from a mem-
ber of the WAVES;

Whereas the WAVES, despite their merit
and the recognized value and importance of
their contributions to the war effort, were
not given status equal to their male counter-
parts, and struggled for years to receive the
appreciation of Congress and the people of
the United States;

Whereas the WAVES helped to catalyze the
social, demographic, and economic evo-
lutions that occurred in the 1960s and 1970s
and continue to this day; and

Whereas the pioneering women who served
in the WAVES are owed a great debt of grati-
tude for their service to the United States:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the women who served the Navy
in the Women Accepted for Voluntary Emer-
gency Service (referred to in this resolution
as “WAVES”) during World War II;

(2) commends the WAVES who, through a
sense of duty and willingness to defy stereo-
types and social pressures, performed mili-
tary assignments to aid the war effort, with
the result that men were freed for combat
duties; and

(3) recognizes that the WAVES, by serving
with diligence and merit, not only opened up
opportunities for women that had previously
been reserved for men, but also contributed
vitally to the victory of the United States
and the Allies in World War II.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 869—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

NOVEMBER 11, 2024, AS “NA-
TIONAL  PREGNANCY CENTER
WEEK” TO RECOGNIZE THE

VITAL ROLE THAT COMMUNITY-
SUPPORTED PREGNANCY CEN-
TERS PLAY IN SAVING LIVES
AND SERVING WOMEN AND MEN
FACED WITH DIFFICULT PREG-
NANCY DECISIONS

Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and
Mr. WICKER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 869

Whereas, for more than 100 years, young
women facing unplanned pregnancies have
found support from charitable organizations
ranging from Catholic Charities and Jewish
maternity homes to the Salvation Army;

Whereas many charitable organizations
banded together on November 13, 1971, to
form the first United States association of
nonprofit organizations, known in 2024 as
Heartbeat International, dedicated to res-
cuing as many lives as possible from abor-
tion;

Whereas, as of 2024, there were approxi-
mately 3,000 pregnancy centers (also known
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as ‘‘pregnancy care and resource centers’’) in
the United States;

Whereas women in every part of the United
States turn to pregnancy centers for help,
hope, and healing;

Whereas pregnancy centers are local, non-
profit organizations that provide vital and
compassionate support to women and men
faced with difficult pregnancy decisions;

Whereas pregnancy centers reach almost
2,000,000 people each year through a combina-
tion of client services, including—

(1) pregnancy tests;

(2) ultrasound and medical services;

(3) options counseling and education; and

(4) parenting and childbirth classes;

Whereas the estimated value of services
provided in 2022 to women and men of all
ages and backgrounds was over $350,000,000;

Whereas some pregnancy centers offer spe-
cific medical services, including—

(1) consultation with a licensed medical
professional;

(2) a limited ultrasound for pregnancy con-
firmation; and

(3) testing for sexually transmitted infec-
tions and diseases;

Whereas the National Institute of Family
and Life Advocates—

(1) provides life-affirming pregnancy cen-
ters with legal counsel, education, and train-
ing;

(2) has assisted hundreds of pregnancy cen-
ters in becoming medical clinics; and

(3) has represented nearly 1,300 pregnancy
centers that currently operate as medical
clinics;

Whereas more than 53,000 people in the
United States volunteer at community-sup-
ported pregnancy centers each year, includ-
ing more than 5,000 licensed medical profes-
sionals;

Whereas nearly 2,250 medical pregnancy
centers provide a limited ultrasound at little
or no cost to women;

Whereas, in 2019, more than 486,000
ultrasounds were performed at medical preg-
nancy centers;

Whereas pregnancy centers understand
that pregnancy can be emotional for mothers
and fathers, and the compassionate staff and
trained volunteers of pregnancy centers—

(1) provide each patient with educational
materials; and

(2) offer each patient emotional support
and care to help each patient through dif-
ficult situations;

Whereas close to 88 percent of pregnancy
centers in the United States offer specialized
parenting education—

(1) through direct services on premises; or

(2) in nearby churches, schools, or other lo-
cations;

Whereas nearly every pregnancy care and
resource center provides clients with mate-
rial support for pregnancy and infant care,
which may include—

(1) maternity clothing;

(2) baby clothes and furniture;

(3) housing assistance; or

(4) nutritional counseling and resources;

Whereas pregnancy centers—

(1) do not discriminate based on age, race,
nationality, creed, religious affiliation, dis-
ability, or arbitrary circumstances; and

(2) take special care to provide help to un-
derserved minority populations;

Whereas pregnancy centers have com-
mitted to engaging fathers so that they can
acquire the skills necessary to become in-
volved and responsible fathers;

Whereas Care Net-affiliated pregnancy cen-
ters have saved more than 886,000 babies
since 2008;

Whereas, since 2012, Heartbeat Inter-
national reports that the Abortion Pill Res-
cue Network has saved more than 5,000 lives
from in-process chemical abortions;
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Whereas, between 2010 and 2024, 8 of 10
women considering abortion when they en-
tered a Care Net-affiliated pregnancy care
and resource center ended up choosing life;

Whereas, between 2010 and 2024, Care Net-
affiliated pregnancy centers—

(1) provided 1,300,000 free ultrasound scans;

(2) provided parenting support and edu-
cation to 1,100,000 individuals;

(3) provided material resources to more
than 1,700,000 individuals; and

(4) administered 3,200,000 pregnancy tests;

Whereas the 24-hour Option Line of Heart-
beat International—

(1) helps carry out a mission of reaching
and rescuing as many lives as possible
around the world through an effective net-
work of life-affirming pregnancy centers;
and

(2) answers questions by phone, text,
email, or chat before connecting an indi-
vidual with the individual’s local pregnancy
center, where the individual will receive 1-
on-1, compassionate, caring support;

Whereas Heartbeat International has made
contact with over 7,000,000 calls from women
and men seeking pregnancy help through the
Option Line, a national multilingual preg-
nancy contact center available 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, and 364 days a year;

Whereas the Care Net Pregnancy Decision
Line is the only national hotline that pro-
vides immediate pregnancy decision coach-
ing by highly trained coaches;

Whereas Heartbeat International reports
the existence of approximately 450 maternity
homes in the United States;

Whereas Care Net, Heartbeat Inter-
national, the National Institute of Family
and Life Advocates, and other groups issued
a statement entitled “Our Commitment of
Care and Competence’’, which—

(1) addresses issues including—

(A) scientific and medical accuracy;
(B) truth in advertising;

(C) compassion;

(D) nondiscrimination;

(E) patient confidentiality;

(F) staff training; and

(G) a consistent life ethic; and

(2) expands the determination of the preg-
nancy help movement to comply with appli-
cable legal requirements regarding—

(A) employment;

(B) fundraising;

(C) financial management;
(D) taxation;

(E) medical licensure; and
(F) operation standards;

Whereas less than 10 percent of the income
of pregnancy centers in the United States is
derived from governmental sources, which
ensures that pregnancy centers—

(1) minimize burdens on each taxpayer; and

(2) engage local communities to provide
sustainable support; and

Whereas, after the reversal of Roe v. Wade,
410 U.S. 113 (1973), pregnancy centers have
wrongfully been the subject of vandalism and
violence: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Novem-
ber 11, 2024, as ‘‘National Pregnancy Center
Week’’;

(2) supports the important work of preg-
nancy centers across the United States;

(3) appreciates and recognizes the thou-
sands of volunteers and staff of pregnancy
centers in the United States who give mil-
lions of hours of service each year to women
and men who are faced with difficult preg-
nancy decisions; and

(4) recognizes the importance of—

(A) protecting life; and

(B) assisting women and men in need as
they bring children into the world.

September 25, 2024

SENATE RESOLUTION 870—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-

TEMBER 15 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 21, 2024, AS ‘“COMMU-
NITY SCHOOL COORDINATORS

APPRECIATION WEEK”

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr.
HEINRICH) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 870

Whereas community schools marshal,
align, and unite the assets, resources, and
capacity of schools and communities for the
success of students, families, and commu-
nities;

Whereas community schools are an effec-
tive and evidence-based strategy for school
improvement included under section 4625 of
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7275), as added by sec-
tion 4601 of the Every Student Succeeds Act
(Public Law 114-95; 129 Stat. 2029);

Whereas community schools that provide
integrated student support, well-designed
and expanded learning opportunities in-
formed by rigorous community-connected
classroom instruction, promote a culture of
belonging and safety, and active family and
community engagement that use collabo-
rative leadership and practices have positive
academic and non-academic outcomes, in-
cluding—

(1) improvements in—

(A) student attendance;

(B) behavior;

(C) academic achievement;

(D) school readiness;

(E) mental and physical health;

(F) high school graduation rates; and
(G) school climate; and

(2) reduced racial and economic achieve-
ment gaps;

Whereas community schools have the po-
tential to help people of the United States
from underserved communities, as indicated
in a 2024 report;

Whereas a 2023 study found that mental
health care provided through community
schools addresses disparities through school-
provided service and shows improved aca-
demic performance and student conduct, in-
cluding reducing the number of school sus-
pensions and disciplinary referrals;

Whereas a 2022 report found that commu-
nity schools and the community as a whole
produce a positive impact on student attend-
ance, on-time grade progression, and credit
accumulation for high school students;

Whereas community schools have a posi-
tive impact on meeting the basic needs of
students, including nutritional services and
access to comprehensive health services, as
indicated in a 2024 report;

Whereas community schools provide a
strong social return on investment, with one
study citing a social return of between $10 to
$15 for every dollar invested over a 3-year pe-
riod;

Whereas community school coordinators—

(1) are essential to building successful
community schools and creating, strength-
ening, and maintaining partnerships between
community schools and their communities;

(2) facilitate and provide leadership for the
collaborative process and development of a
system of supports and opportunities for
children, families, and others within the
community of a school that allow all stu-
dents to learn and the community to thrive;
and

(3) deliver a strong monetary return on in-
vestment for community schools and their
communities, with one study citing a return
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