S6464

of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2024, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 25, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed briefing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND

ECONOMIC GROWTH

The Subcommittee on Fiscal Respon-
sibility and Economic Growth of the
Committee on Finance is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, September 25, 2024, at 3
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 25, 2024, at 2 p.m., to
conduct a hearing.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 91

AMENDMENT NO. 3299

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding passage of
S. 91, as amended, the Hagerty amend-
ment to the title at the desk be agreed
to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3299) to the title
was agreed to as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title to read as follows: ‘“To
award a Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to 60 diplomats, in recognition of their
bravery and heroism during the Holocaust.”.

————

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the senior
Senator from Colorado and the major-
ity leader be authorized to sign duly
enrolled bills and joint resolutions
from September 25, 2024, through Sep-
tember 27, 2024.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding the upcom-
ing adjournment of the Senate, the
President of the Senate, the President
pro tempore, and the majority and mi-
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nority leaders be authorized to make
appointments to commissions, commit-
tees, boards, conferences, or inter-
parliamentary conferences authorized
by law, by concurrent action of the two
Houses, or by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 107-12, the re-
appointment of the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Pub-
lic Safety Officer Medal of Valor Re-
view Board: Trevor Whipple of
Vermont.

The Chair, on behalf of the President
pro tempore, and in consultation with
the Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Finance, pursuant to Public Law
103-296, reappoints the following indi-
vidual as a member of the Social Secu-
rity Advisory Board: Robert Charles
Joondeph of Oregon.

The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Majority Leader and the Repub-
lican Leader, pursuant to Public Law
110-298, the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member
of the State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Congressional Badge of Bravery
Board: Juan Figueroa of New York.

The Chair, on behalf of the Chairman
of the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations, pursuant to Public Law 117-
263), announces the appointment of the
following individual to serve as mem-
ber of the Commission on Reform and
Modernization of the Department of
State: Jay Snyder of New York.

———

RURAL BROADBAND PROTECTION
ACT OF 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
Calendar No. 473, S. 275.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 275) to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to establish a vet-
ting process for prospective applicants for
high-cost universal service program funding.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment to strike
out all after the enacting clause and
insert the part printed in italic as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as
Broadband Protection Act of 2024”.
SEC. 2. VETTING PROCESS FOR PROSPECTIVE

HIGH-COST UNIVERSAL SERVICE
FUND APPLICANTS.

Section 254 of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 254) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(m) VETTING OF HIGH-COST FUND RECIPI-
ENTS.—

““(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

The

the ‘“‘Rural

September 25, 2024

‘“(A) the term ‘covered funding’ means any
new offer of high-cost universal service program
funding, including funding provided through a
reverse competitive bidding mechanism provided
under this section, for the deployment of a
broadband-capable network and the provision
of supported services over the network; and

‘““(B) the term ‘new covered funding award’
means an award of covered funding that is
made based on an application submitted to the
Commission on or after the date on which rules
are promulgated under paragraph (2).

“(2) COMMISSION RULEMAKING.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
subsection, the Commission shall initiate a rule-
making proceeding to establish a vetting process
for applicants for, and other recipients of, a
new covered funding award.

““(3) CONTENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In promulgating rules
under paragraph (2), the Commission shall pro-
vide that, consistent with principles of tech-
nology mneutrality, the Commission will only
award covered funding to applicants that can
demonstrate that they meet the qualifications in
subparagraph (B).

“(B) QUALIFICATIONS DESCRIBED.—An appli-
cant for a new covered funding award shall in-
clude in the initial application a proposal con-
taining sufficient detail and documentation for
the Commission to ascertain that the applicant
possesses the technical, financial, and oper-
ational capabilities, and has a reasonable busi-
ness plan, to deploy the proposed network and
deliver services with the relevant performance
characteristics and requirements defined by the
Commission and as pledged by the applicant.

“(C) EVALUATION OF PROPOSAL.—The Com-
mission shall evaluate a proposal described in
subparagraph (B) against—

““(i) reasonable and well-established technical,
financial, and operational standards, including
the technical standards adopted by the Commis-
sion in orders of the Commission relating to Es-
tablishing the Digital Opportunity Data Collec-
tion (WC Docket No. 19-195) (or orders of the
Commission relating to modernizing any suc-
cessor collection) for purposes of entities that
must report broadband availability coverage;
and

““(ii) the applicant’s history of complying with
requirements in Commission and other govern-
ment broadband deployment funding programs.

‘(D) PENALTIES FOR PRE-AUTHORIZATION DE-
FAULTS.—In adopting rules for any new covered
funding award, the Commission shall set a pen-
alty for pre-authorization defaults of at least
$9,000 per violation and may not limit the base
forfeiture to an amount less than 30 percent of
the applicant’s total support, unless the Com-
mission demonstrates the need for lower pen-
alties in a particular instance.”.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 275), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
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BOTTLES AND BREASTFEEDING
EQUIPMENT SCREENING EN-
HANCEMENT ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 474, S. 1570.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 1570) to amend the Bottles and
Breastfeeding Equipment Screening Act to
require hygienic handling of breast milk and
baby formula by security screening per-
sonnel of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration and personnel of private secu-
rity companies providing security screening,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1570) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1570

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bottles and
Breastfeeding Equipment Screening En-
hancement Act”.

SEC. 2. HYGIENIC HANDLING OF BREAST MILK
AND BABY FORMULA DURING AVIA-
TION SECURITY SCREENING.

The Bottles and Breastfeeding Equipment
Screening Act (Public Law 114-293) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
sections:

“SEC. 3. HYGIENIC HANDLING OF BREAST MILK
AND BABY FORMULA DURING AVIA-
TION SECURITY SCREENING.

“Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this section and every five
years thereafter, if appropriate, the Adminis-
trator of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration shall issue or update, as the
case may be, guidance to minimize the risk
for contamination of any breast milk, baby
formula, purified deionized water for infants,
and juice (as well as ice packs, freezer packs,
frozen gel packs and other accessories re-
quired to cool breast milk, baby formula,
and juice) that is subject to re-screening or
otherwise subject to additional screening.
Such guidance shall—

‘(1) be developed in consultation with na-
tionally recognized maternal health organi-
zations;

‘(2) ensure adherence to hygienic stand-
ards, as established by the Administrator, in
consultation with nationally recognized ma-
ternal health organizations;

‘(3) ensure that, when any such re-screen-
ing or additional screening requires addi-
tional testing, such testing so adheres to
such standards, to so minimize such risk;
and

‘“(4) apply to security screening personnel
of the Administration and personnel of pri-
vate security companies providing security
screening pursuant to section 44920 of title
49, United States Code.
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“SEC. 4. INSPECTOR GENERAL AUDIT.

‘““Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this section, the Inspector
General of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity shall submit to the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report containing an audit of com-
pliance with the requirements of sections 2
and 3. Such audit shall also include informa-
tion relating to the effect of various types of
screening technologies, including bottled lig-
uid scanners, on the screening of breast
milk, baby formula, purified deionized water
for infants, and juice (as well as ice packs,
freezer packs, frozen gel packs and other ac-
cessories required to cool breast milk, baby
formula, and juice) that is subject to re-
screening or otherwise subject to additional
screening, and the rate at which such items
are denied entry into the sterile area (as
such term is defined in section 1540.5 of title
49, Code of Federal Regulations).”.

————

STRENGTHENING THE COMMER-
CIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE INFOR-
MATION SYSTEM ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 480, S. 3475.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3475) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to allow the Secretary of Trans-
portation to designate an authorized oper-
ator of the commercial driver’s license infor-
mation system, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
was reported from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3475) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 3475

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening the Commercial Driver’s License Infor-
mation System Act’.

SEC. 2. COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE INFOR-
MATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 31309 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the first sentence—

(i) by inserting ‘‘(referred to in this section
as the ‘Secretary’)” after ‘‘Secretary of
Transportation’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘(referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘information system’)”’ after ‘‘an
information system’’; and

(B) in the second sentence, by inserting
“information’ before ‘‘system’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—
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(i) by striking ‘(1) At a minimum, the in-
formation system under this section’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At a minimum, the in-
formation system’’; and

(ii) by indenting subparagraphs
through (F') appropriately; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(2) The
information system under this section” and
inserting the following:

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—The information sys-
tem”’;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“‘under this section’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘in-
formation” after ‘‘of the’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘commer-
cial driver’s”’; and

(C) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘under
this section’’;

(4) in subsection (f)—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 31313(a)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsections (a)(2) and (b) of section
31313"’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘section 31313’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘that section’;

(5) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f)
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and

(6) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

‘(d) AUTHORIZED OPERATOR.—The Sec-
retary may authorize a qualified entity (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘authorized
operator’)—

‘(1) to operate, maintain, develop, mod-
ernize, and enhance the information system;
and

‘(2) to collect fees on behalf of the Sec-
retary in accordance with subsection (e); and

‘“(3) to use any fees collected in accordance
with that subsection.

‘“(e) FEE SYSTEM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the au-
thorized operator, as applicable, may charge
a reasonable fee for use of the information
system.

‘(2) AMOUNT OF FEES.—The total amount of
fees collected under this subsection shall
equal, as nearly as possible, the total
amount necessary for the purposes and uses
described in paragraph (3)(B).

‘“(3) USE OF FEES.—Fees collected under
this subsection shall—

““(A) be credited to—

‘(i) an appropriation account; or

‘‘(ii) an account designated by the author-
ized operator; and

‘“(B) be available only for the purposes of
operating, maintaining, developing, modern-
izing, or enhancing, or any other use relating
to, the information system, including for
personnel and administration costs relating
to the information system.

‘“(4) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Fees col-
lected under this subsection shall remain
available until expended for a purpose or use
described in paragraph (3)(B).

‘“(5) AUTHORIZED OPERATOR.—If the Sec-
retary designates an authorized operator
under subsection (d)—

‘“(A) the Secretary shall not be charged a
fee for access to, use of, or data in the infor-
mation system; and

‘(B) the Secretary shall have access to fee
statements on a quarterly basis.”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
31311(a)(21) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘“‘By the date estab-
lished by the Secretary under section
31309(e)(4), the State shall be operating” and
inserting ‘“The State shall operate’’.

(A)
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