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imposition of requirements that hand-
guns have certain features generally 
absent from firearms in common use, 
to restore the civil and natural rights 
of the people of the United States in 
States hostile to liberty, and for other 
purposes. 

S.J. RES. 98 
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 98, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Agriculture relating 
to ‘‘Use of Electronic Identification 
Eartags as Official Identification in 
Cattle and Bison’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 893—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE INTER-
GOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING 
COMMITTEE ON PLASTIC POLLU-
TION’S DEVELOPMENT OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL BINDING 
AGREEMENT, WHICH IS EX-
PECTED TO BE COMPLETED AT 
ITS FIFTH SESSION IN BUSAN, 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN DECEM-
BER 2024 
Mr. CARDIN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 893 

Whereas the production of plastic polymers 
releases pollutants that degrade air quality, 
water quality, and soil health and contribute 
to increased health and environmental risks 
to nearby communities, biodiversity, and the 
wider environment; 

Whereas the chemical makeup of plastics 
mostly consists of extracted hydrocarbons 
and synthetic chemicals that are processed 
to form polymers, which enables plastic ma-
terials to be easily molded and shaped when 
heat and pressure is applied; 

Whereas plastic materials and products 
have unique, versatile, and convenient appli-
cations, but plastic polymers, chemicals, and 
waste products are extremely harmful when 
leaked into the natural environment, includ-
ing marine environments; 

Whereas discarded plastic waste materials, 
particularly plastic products designed or ap-
plied as single-use or disposable, which are 
most commonly used in packaging, utensils, 
flatware, beverage and other liquid con-
tainers, and plastic film, are ubiquitous and 
are products that comprise the highest vol-
umes of plastic pollution in the environ-
ment; 

Whereas plastic pollution occurs when— 
(1) plastic is deposited intentionally or un-

intentionally into the environment; 
(2) plastic particles are shed from plastic 

products during production or use; 
(3) plastic fibers are released during the 

routine washing of synthetic textiles; 
(4) waste and discarded plastic products es-

cape from waste management streams and 
wastewater treatment systems; 

(5) plastic is mishandled or is littered into 
the environment; and 

(6) there is inadequate mitigation and 
management of emissions, polymers, and by-
products from plastic chemical refining, 
manufacturing, and transport processes; 

Whereas less than 9 percent of plastics dis-
carded in the United States is recycled; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations 
Environment Programme, 430,000,000 metric 
tons of plastic are produced annually world-
wide; 

Whereas plastic breaks down into micro-
plastics that— 

(1) become ubiquitous in the environment; 
(2) are easily ingestible by marine life 

where plastic enters the food web; 
(3) are increasingly found in ambient air, 

drinking water supplies, food crops, and ani-
mal proteins; 

(4) can persist for centuries; and 
(5) can be inhaled or ingested by humans; 
Whereas the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals estimate that between 
19,000,000 and 23,000,000 tons of plastic annu-
ally leaks into aquatic ecosystems, such as 
lakes, rivers, and seas; 

Whereas a 2021 National Academies of 
Sciences study found that the United States 
annually contributes between 1,000,000 and 
2,000,000 metric tons of plastic pollution into 
the environment; 

Whereas abandoned, lost, or otherwise dis-
carded fishing gear (also known as ‘ghost 
gear’) is a deadly form of pollution to marine 
species in our ocean, and is often made of 
plastics; 

Whereas plastic pollutants, including 
microplastics, pose significant threat to 
human health, including fetal development, 
endocrine disruption, liver and kidney dis-
ease, and brain and neural development, 
through— 

(1) inhalation, dermal exposure, and inges-
tion of contaminated food or beverages; and 

(2) the use of degrading plastic containers, 
utensils, and flatware; 

Whereas inland waterways and coastal 
communities that are dependent on healthy 
fisheries, safe and hazard free maritime 
channels, tourism, secure property values, 
and safe recreation, are negatively affected 
by plastic pollution and marine debris, which 
impairs economic growth and economic op-
portunity; 

Whereas achieving circularity in the full 
lifecycle of polymer production, plastic prod-
uct manufacturing, and the handling, proc-
essing, recycling, and disposal of post-con-
sumer plastic waste through sustainable re-
cycling processes in which plastic materials 
are manufactured to be durable, repairable, 
reusable and fully and safely recyclable, 
would significantly reduce the negative im-
pacts of plastic; 

Whereas the accumulation of marine de-
bris and plastic pollution in the oceans— 

(1) are navigational hazards; 
(2) cause significant damage to vessels; and 
(3) disrupt maritime transportation; 
Whereas least developed countries face 

considerable waste management capacity 
constraints due, in part, to exports of plastic 
and plastic waste from other countries, inad-
equate infrastructure, collection costs, and 
the lack of a responsible end-market for re-
covered and recycled plastics, all of which 
weaken such countries’ ability to respon-
sibly manage plastic waste; 

Whereas existing plastic substitutes, such 
as bamboo, natural fibers, aluminum, paper, 
and wax, could cut plastic waste by 17 per-
cent by 2040; 

Whereas 96 countries have enacted more 
than 225 national laws to address plastic pol-
lution and marine debris; 

Whereas in 2023, the United States Agency 
for International Development estimated 
that its Save Our Seas initiative has pre-
vented the equivalent of nearly 8,000,000,000 
plastic bottles (or more than 73,500 metric 
tons) from polluting the environment though 
its work in Peru, the Dominican Republic, 
Kenya, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, the 

Philippines, Fiji, Micronesia, and Papua New 
Guinea; 

Whereas several States and municipalities 
in the United States have imposed a variety 
of localized measures to curb single-use plas-
tics, including— 

(1) bans or taxes on single-use shopping 
bags; 

(2) bans on plastic straws and plastic uten-
sils provided at restaurants and grocery 
stores; and 

(3) restrictions on the use of non-recyclable 
plastic in single-use applications; 

(4) support for reusable infrastructure, 
such as dine-in establishments or water-re-
fill stations; 

(5) zero-waste targets and plans, including 
reduction requirements for single-use plas-
tics; 

(6) requirements for plastic product rede-
sign, including for reuse and recycling; and 

(7) extended producer responsibility re-
quirements for producers of single-use plas-
tics; 

Whereas best available science, including 
the latest modeling, points to plastic reduc-
tion, is essential to ending plastic pollution; 

Whereas the Intergovernmental Negoti-
ating Committee on Plastic Pollution, oper-
ating under the framework of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme and tasked 
with developing an international legally 
binding instrument on plastic pollution, con-
sists of several groups of countries, includ-
ing— 

(1) the High Ambition Coalition to End 
Plastic Production, which is a group of 65 
countries, co-chaired by Norway and Rwan-
da, which supports an agreement aimed at 
ending plastic pollution by 2040 by— 

(A) restraining global plastic consump-
tion and production; 

(B) developing a circular economy for 
plastics that protects the environment and 
human’s health; and 

(C) environmentally sound management 
and recycling of plastic waste; and 
(2) the Like-Minded Countries Group, led 

by Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iran, and other oil 
producing countries, which supports a more 
limited agreement focusing on— 

(A) improvements to recycling and waste 
management systems; and 

(B) allowing countries to determine their 
own targets for plastic pollution reduction; 
Whereas the draft agreement text proposes 

articles addressing the full lifecycle of plas-
tics, including microplastics and nanoplas-
tics, and extended producer responsibility; 

Whereas the United States submission at 
the Fourth Session of the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution 
called for an agreement that— 

(A) addresses plastic’s harm to human 
health and the environment, including ma-
rine environment; 

(B) incrementally reduces the demand 
for plastics; 

(C) creates environmentally sound waste 
management practices; 

(D) supports research into alternative 
plastic products and plastic substitutes; 
and 

(E) establishes an international gov-
erning body; 
Whereas the Parties have considerable 

work to do before reaching an agreement on 
comprehensive and impactful provisions that 
address— 

(1) the lifecycle of plastic pollution; 
(2) the effects of plastic pollution on 

human health, particularly vulnerable com-
munities proximate to the sources of plastic 
pollution; and 

(3) the development of science-based tar-
gets and timelines for ending plastic pollu-
tion; 

Whereas the United States has a responsi-
bility to play an important leadership role in 
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the negotiations to convene parties and build 
consensus towards an effective new binding 
international agreement regarding plastic 
pollution; and 

Whereas the Fifth Session of the Intergov-
ernmental Negotiating Committee on Plas-
tic Pollution will focus on refining and seek-
ing consensus on the text for the adoption of 
a new comprehensive internationally legally 
binding agreement to address plastic pollu-
tion: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States must— 

(1) work towards the achievement of a new 
international agreement to address plastic 
pollution that— 

(A) protects human health and the envi-
ronment; and 

(B) mitigates the risks plastic pollution 
has on global economic activity and public 
safety; 

(2) continue to play a critical leadership 
role in developing an ambitious inter-
national agreement that seeks to end plastic 
pollution consistent with United Nations 
Resolution 5/14; 

(3) advance outcomes and objectives in the 
negotiations that clearly support the eco-
nomic, diplomatic, technological advantage, 
public health, safety, and security interests 
of the United States; 

(4) seek to build consensus among stake-
holders, while encouraging civil society rep-
resentatives, labor, scientific subject matter 
experts, and impacted commercial and indus-
trial sectors to cooperate towards achieving 
the most ambitious agreement possible with 
respect to reducing plastic pollution; 

(5) help convene and facilitate, whenever 
appropriate, discussions within the Intergov-
ernmental Negotiating Committee on Plas-
tic Pollution to bring the international com-
munity towards a unified and comprehensive 
international agreement; 

(6) oppose certain parties’ efforts to delay 
progress towards such an agreement; 

(7) ensure that all countries realize a 
shared responsibility to address global plas-
tic pollution; 

(8) consider pursuing an initial agreement 
that takes a ‘‘Start and Strengthen’’ ap-
proach to addressing plastic pollution by 
identifying critical policy areas for phasing 
down and phasing out plastic pollution, with 
the clear intention to strengthen and in-
crease the ambition of the agreement over 
time; 

(9) work to ensure that the obligations, 
goals, targets, and preferred approaches de-
scribed in the final agreement to reduce 
plastic pollution are supported by the best 
available science, which should also deter-
mine the scope and scale of global plastic 
pollution that the agreement will aim to 
solve; 

(10) insist that the new binding inter-
national agreement applies obligations to all 
parties and provides parties sufficient flexi-
bility to determine their own policies and 
measures to address their contributions of 
plastic pollution, including microplastics, 
into the environment; 

(11) work to ensure that the financial 
mechanism has an expanded donor base 
that— 

(A) reflects current economic realities; and 
(B) prioritizes support for countries with 

limited technical and financial capacity to 
implement the agreement; and 

(12) prioritize the inclusion of strong trans-
parency and accountability procedures and 
mechanisms that will ensure the effective-
ness of actions taken by each party to the 
agreement. 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3302. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR (for herself, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CAR-
PER, and Mr. DAINES)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1316, to amend the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act to expand the defini-
tion of an active duty military consumer for 
purposes of certain credit monitoring re-
quirements, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3302. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR (for herself, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
CARPER, and Mr. DAINES)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 1316, to 
amend the Fair Credit Reporting Act 
to expand the definition of an active 
duty military consumer for purposes of 
certain credit monitoring require-
ments, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 

SECTION 1. CREDIT MONITORING. 

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 
1681 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 605A(k) (15 U.S.C. 1681c– 
1(k))— 

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘armed 

forces’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code. 

‘‘(B) ARMED FORCES MEMBER CONSUMER.— 
The term ‘armed forces member consumer’ 
means a consumer who, regardless of duty 
status, is a member of the armed forces.’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘active 
duty military consumer’’ and inserting 
‘‘armed forces member consumer’’; and 

(2) in section 625(b)(1)(K) (15 U.S.C. 
1681t(b)(1)(K)), by striking ‘‘active duty mili-
tary consumers’’ and inserting ‘‘armed forces 
member consumers’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have two requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
13, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, November 13, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a closed briefing. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 
THE SENATE 

U.S. SENATE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

November 13, 2024. 
Hon. KAMALA HARRIS, 
President of the U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

MADAM: I have the honor to submit a full 
and complete statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the Senate, showing in detail 
the items of expense under proper appropria-
tions, the aggregate thereof, and exhibiting 
the exact condition of all public moneys re-
ceived, paid out, and remaining in my pos-
session from April 1, 2024 to September 30, 
2024, in compliance with Section 105 of Pub-
lic Law 88–454, approved August 20, 1964, as 
amended. 

Sincerely, 
SONCERIA A. BERRY, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

f 

COLONEL OLA LEE MIZE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
CLINIC 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5464, which was received 
from the House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5464) to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Guntersville, Alabama, as 
the ‘‘Colonel Ola Lee Mize Department of 
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the 
bill be considered read a third time and 
passed and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5464) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

THOMAS H. COREY VA MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 7333 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 7333) to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical center in West 
Palm Beach, Florida, as the ‘‘Thomas H. 
Corey VA Medical Center’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 
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