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Warner, Tim Kaine, Sheldon White-
house, Martin Heinrich, Christopher A.
Coons, Margaret Wood Hassan, Peter
Welch.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 651.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Rebecca L. Pennell, of Wash-
ington, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Wash-
ington.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 651, Re-
becca L. Pennell, of Washington, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Washington.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Peter Welch, Cory A. Booker, John W.
Hickenlooper, Martin Heinrich,
Laphonza R. Butler, Elizabeth Warren,
Jack Reed, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Tammy Baldwin,
Debbie Stabenow, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
on the Kidd nomination be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

HONORING THE SOUTHEAST RE-
GION LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
TEAM FROM LAKE MARY, FLOR-
IDA, FOR WINNING THE 2024 LIT-
TLE LEAGUE BASEBALL WORLD
SERIES

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
as if in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be discharged from further con-
sideration and the Senate now proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 874.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 874) honoring the
Southeast Region Little League baseball
team from Lake Mary, Florida, for winning
the 2024 Little League Baseball World Series.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 25,
2024, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the previously
scheduled vote occur immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

874) was

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 704, Embry
J. Kidd, of Florida, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Peter Welch, Cory A.
Booker, John W. Hickenlooper, Martin
Heinrich, Laphonza R. Butler, Eliza-
beth Warren, Jack Reed, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Tammy Baldwin,
Debbie Stabenow, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Embry J. Kidd, of Florida, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
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the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN),
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO),
and the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE).
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 44, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 263 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Baldwin Helmy Sanders
Bennet Hickenlooper Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Booker Kaine Shaheen
Brown Kelly Sinema
Butler King Smith
Cantwell Klobuchar Stabenow
Carper Lujan Tester
Casey Markey Van Hollen
Coons Merkley Warner
Cortez Masto Murphy War K
Duckworth Murray au‘noc
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Rosen
NAYS—44
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford
t

Cotton Lee Scop (S0)

. Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Manchin T
Cruz Marshall LS
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Mullin Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young

NOT VOTING—17

Braun Kennedy Vance
Cardin Moran
Cassidy Rubio

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 49, the
nays are 44.

The motion was agreed to.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————
REMEMBERING
BILLY LAWLESS, SR.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, when
many people think of Chicago, they
think of Irish culture. Chicago’s Irish
American community is a thriving, in-
valuable part of the city. And no per-
son represented the rich marriage of
cultures more than my friend Billy
Lawless. So, it is with great sadness
that I share the news of his passing.

Though Billy’s path would later take
him to Illinois, much of his life was
spent in Ireland. A native of Galway,
Billy grew up in a family that owned
pubs and a hotel, instilling in him a
passion for the hospitality industry
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from a young age. He long harbored
dreams of opening a restaurant in the
United States, but it was not until
1998—on the heels of his daughter earn-
ing a rowing scholarship at Boston
University—that Billy made this
dream a reality. He and his family
moved to Chicago, and Billy soon fell
deeply in love with the city, a love af-
fair that would last until his final
days.

In Chicago, Billy combined his love
for the restaurant industry with his
love for Ireland, opening the bar, the
Irish Oak, in the Wrigleyville neighbor-
hood. In the wake of the bar’s success,
he opened several other bars and res-
taurants across the city, establishing
himself as a mainstay of Chicago cul-
ture and eventually creating the Gage
Hospitality Group. But what made
Billy special was that he channeled his
business power into political power,
using his growing success to give back
to both Chicago and America’s Irish
communities.

Namely, Billy became a fierce advo-
cate for undocumented Irish immi-
grants and a staunch proponent of im-
migration reform. In pursuit of these
ends, he was a board member and co-
founder of the Illinois Business Immi-
gration Coalition, chair of the Chicago
Celts for Immigration Reform, and he
was a leader of the Illinois Coalition of
Immigrant and Refugee Rights. In
short, he was a tireless champion of
the Irish diaspora in the United States.
It was over the matter of immigration
reform—a matter to which I have de-
voted a large portion of my policy ef-
forts over my career in public office—
that Billy and I bonded. His work on
immigrant and refugee rights in Chi-
cago was invaluable. We all owe him a
debt of gratitude.

Even from across the Atlantic Ocean,
his commitment to the Irish people re-
mained steadfast. And this did not go
unnoticed. In 2015, Billy joined the
ranks of those such as President John
F. Kennedy when he was made a Free-
man of Galway, an honorary title given
to valued members of the community.
In 2016, then-Taoiseach Enda Kenny
nominated Billy to the Seanad, the
Irish Senate, where he served one term
as a member of the Seanad Independent
Group. In this role, he served as an
overseas Irish Senator for the Irish di-
aspora, the first person ever to hold
that title. In that role, he gave voice to
the hundreds of thousands of Irish men
and women living in the U.S. and
across the world.

In a lot of ways, Billy represents the
American dream. He came to this coun-
try with hope for prosperity. And he
quickly found it. But, despite his suc-
cess, he never forgot where he came
from. To the contrary—it was his love
for Ireland, his passion for the rights of
immigrants and refugees, and his com-
mitment to making sure America lived
up to its ideals that motivated him to
give back to both of the countries he
considered home. He was a business-
man of integrity, a political force to be
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reckoned with, and most importantly,
a genuinely good man. In asking how
he could use his position to give back,
he made our Nation better.

My wife Loretta and I send our deep-
est condolences to Billy’s wife Anne;
his four children Amy, Clodagh, Billy
Jr., and John Paul; and his eight
grandchildren on their tremendous
loss. Billy was a lot of things. But he
took most pride in being a loving hus-
band, father, and grandfather.

Though we will no longer get to feel
the warmth of his embrace, and though
we will certainly feel the pain of his
loss, Billy’s remarkable legacy will live
on across oceans—in pints of beer and
the fight for immigration reform alike.
We will miss him dearly.

———

TRIBUTE TO NANCY SAGE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in the
Jewish faith, there is a central concept
known as ‘‘tikkun olam.” Literally
translated, it means ‘“‘world repair,”
and it has come to represent many
Jewish individuals’ commitment to
bettering the world around them.
While I do not practice Judaism, I
share this idea that each of us has a
role to play in bettering our commu-
nities. And Nancy Sage has done just
that in my hometown of Springfield,
IL.

Executive director of the Springfield
Jewish Federation for nearly a decade,
Nancy has strengthened the Jewish
community and improved the lives of
countless people in Springfield. Prior
to taking this role, Nancy had served
as a volunteer for the National Jewish
Federation Board. When Nancy was ap-
proached to apply for the position of
executive director, she knew she could
not pass up the opportunity to give
back to two communities she cared
deeply about: the Springfield commu-
nity and the Jewish community.

In her role, she has created partner-
ships between the Jewish community
and other religious and racial groups to
address challenges such as interfaith
harmony and food insecurity. An exam-
ple of her leadership can be found in
her work to educate her community
about Julius Rosenwald as part of
Springfield’s Rosenwald Initiative,
which brought together the Jewish and
Black communities to honor the life of
Springfield-born philanthropist Julius
Rosenwald and his work to educate Af-
rican-Americans in the rural South.

But her work has reached beyond
Springfield and benefited communities
across the country and world—Jewish
and non-Jewish, alike. Under her lead-
ership, the Jewish Federation of
Springfield’s Annual Campaign suc-
cessfully raised money for the Jewish
Federation of North America to bring
humanitarian funds to sites of natural
disaster and social upheaval. These ef-
forts supported communities in need,
regardless of religion or nationality.

But, of course, Nancy’s work was pri-
marily centered around supporting
Springfield’s Jewish community, mak-
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ing sure that every Jewish person felt
that they had a home. This work be-
came especially important in the wake
of the October 7 Hamas terrorist at-
tack in Israel, which claimed the lives
of more than 1,200 Jewish people, saw
more than 250 hostages abducted, and
contributed to a rise in anti-Semitism
across the world. In response to her
diligent, empathetic, and determined
work Kkeeping Springfield safe for all
community members, the FBI awarded
the Jewish Federation of Springfield
with the FBI Director Community
Leadership Award, which Nancy ac-
cepted on behalf of the organization.
The award recognizes the achievements
of those working to better their com-
munities by promoting education and
violence prevention.

But that is far from the only recogni-
tion Nancy has received for her work
strengthening Jewish identity, pro-
moting religious and cultural under-
standing, and supporting Springfield’s
diverse community. As a past chair of
the Small Cities Division of the Jewish
Federations of North America, she re-
ceived national recognition for her pro-
fessionalism and work in community
building.

After nearly a decade in her role of
executive director and a lifetime com-
mitted to the idea of tikkun olam,
Nancy will retire from her role this
year. Loretta and I join our neighbors
in Springfield in thanking Nancy for
her tireless work making our commu-
nity stronger and more resilient. We
are grateful for all you have done for
our hometown.

Nancy, in your work and in the val-
ues with which you live your life, you
represent the best of Springfield. I wish
you and your family all the best in this
new chapter of your lives.

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA EHARDT
AND RECOGNIZING AMERICAN
WOMEN IN SPORTS DAY

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today, I
join Idaho State Representative Bar-
bara Ehardt to recognize and honor her
enduring fight to protect title IX and
the freedoms of female athletes.

For more than 50 years, title IX has
been instrumental in leveling the play-
ing field for women’s sports. It has en-
sured safer and fairer competition and
opened doors to incredible opportuni-
ties for generations of American girls
and women. By recognizing the funda-
mental, biological differences between
men and women, title IX allows each to
pursue educational programs and ac-
tivities equally, including athletics.
Title IX is not just a bureaucratic reg-
ulation; it is a representation of our
dedication to fairness and opportunity
for men and women.

Representative Ehardt is quick to
say that title IX changed her life. It
gave her opportunities to participate
and win in school athletics—eventually
propelling her to a 15-year career as a
NCAA Division I women’s basketball
coach. Representative Ehardt’s story is
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