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enrollment processes for individuals applying
for more than one TSA security threat assess-
ment program described in subsection (a).

(c) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING.—Notwith-
standing sections 551 through 559 of title 5,
United States Code, nothing in this section shall
require notice and comment rulemaking, and to
the extent it is mecessary to add additional re-
quirements for which limited rulemaking may be
advisable, the Administrator shall implement
such requirements through publication of an in-
terim final rule.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall brief Congress on progress
made toward the implementation of this section.
SEC. 4. ELIMINATING DUPLICATIVE COSTS.

(a) AUDIT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall audit
the administration of the security threat assess-
ment programs by the TSA and the States, in-
cluding the TWIC and HAZMAT Endorsement
programs.

(b) ELEMENTS.—

(1) TSA AuDIT.—In conducting the audit of
the TSA required by subsection (a), the Comp-
troller General shall—

(4) identify any redundancies and duplica-
tions in costs and administration of security
threat assessment programs that if eliminated
would not impact national security and any
benefits of eliminating such redundancies and
duplications and improving the experiences for
individuals applying for or renewing enrollment
in more than one TSA security threat assess-
ment program;

(B) review the impacts of the implementation
by the TSA of recommendations from previous
studies conducted by the Comptroller General,
including GAO-07-756 and GAO-17-182, on in-
creasing the efficiency and effectiveness, and re-
ducing costs, of processing applications for en-
rollment and renewal in T'SA security threat as-
sessment programs;

(C) review the findings of the assessment re-
quired by section 1(b) of the Act entitled “An
Act to require the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to prepare a comprehensive security assess-
ment of the transportation security card pro-
gram, and for other purposes’, approved De-
cember 16, 2016 (46 U.S.C. 70105 nmote; Public
Law 114-278) and determine whether the TSA
has implemented any remedies to redundancies
and duplication identified by that assessment
and whether such implementation impacted na-
tional security;

(D) determine whether there are unique chal-
lenges rural applicants have with accessing TSA
security threat assessment programs;

(E) assess the numbers and locations of enroll-
ment centers for meeting the needs of such pro-
grams, including determining the access pro-
vided to rural applicants;

(F) identify potential opportunities that exist
to improve the enrollment center operations of
and customer experience with such programs;

(G) identify potential opportunities to har-
monize the enrollment, vetting, and renewal
processes of such programs in which similar in-
formation is collected for similar security threat
assessment processes for different vetted creden-
tials while not impacting national security;

(H) identify other ways the TSA can reduce
the costs of the TSA security threat assessment
programs while not impacting national security;
and

(1) review the vetting, application, and enroll-
ment processes of each TSA security threat as-
sessment program.

(2) STATE AUDIT.—In conducting the audit of
the States required by subsection (a), the Comp-
troller General shall review—

(4) the administration of the HAZMAT En-
dorsement program by the States;

(B) methods by which the States could stream-
line the HAZMAT Endorsement program; and
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(C) any potential barriers States face admin-
istering TSA security threat assessment pro-
grams for individuals applying to TWIC and the
HAZMAT Endorsement program or individuals
that already have a TWIC credential.

(¢c) REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the comple-
tion of the audit required by subsection (a), the
Comptroller General of the United States shall
submit to the Administrator, the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate, and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives a report
that includes—

(1) a summary and analysis of the costs asso-
ciated with the operation and administration of
each individual TSA security threat assessment
program;

(2) a summary and analysis of the application
and enrollment costs associated with providing
an individual multiple credentials under TSA
security threat assessment programs;

(3) an identification of any potential duplica-
tive processes associated with an applicant ap-
plying for, or the vetting or enrollment by the
TSA of an individual in, a subsequent or mul-
tiple TSA security threat assessment programs;

(4) a breakdown of costs borne by applicants
for current enrollment and renewal processes of
such programs;

(5) ways to improve access to such programs,
including for rural applicants;

(6) any potential recommendations to the TSA
for reducing costs and streamlining the adminis-
tration and operation of each TSA security
threat assessment program while not impacting
national security;

(7) any potential recommendations for the
TSA to administer such programs in a way that
would improve national security; and

(8) any potential recommendations for ways
States can improve their role in administering
the HAZMAT Endorsement program and
streamline the application process or reduce
costs for individuals seeking multiple transpor-
tation security credentials.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the receipt of the report required by
subsection (c), the Administrator shall—

(A) implement the recommendations from such
report;

(B) provide to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives a written notification
detailing—

(i) the timeline for implementation of each rec-
ommendation from the report;

(ii) justifications for any implementation
timeline lasting longer than 2 years; and

(iii) justifications for recommendations that
the Administrator has declined to pursue or im-
plement.

(2) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the receipt of the report required by
subsection (c), and annually thereafter until the
date that the TSA has implemented each rec-
ommendation made in such report, the Adminis-
trator shall brief the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives on the implementation
of recommendations from the report.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.
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The bill (S. 3959), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

————

BOLD INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ALZ-
HEIMER’S REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 7218, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 7218) to amend title III of the
Public Health Service Act to extend the pro-
gram for promotion of public health knowl-
edge and awareness of Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 7218) was passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—

FAFSA DEADLINE ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 8932, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 8932) to establish an earlier ap-
plication processing cycle for the FAFSA.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask consent
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 8932) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——
DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—S.
RES. 894

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
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Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. Res. 894 and
the resolution be referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RELATING TO THE DEATH OF TIM-
OTHY PETER JOHNSON, FORMER
SENATOR FOR THE STATE OF
SOUTH DAKOTA

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 902, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 902) relating to the
death of Timothy Peter Johnson, former
Senator for the State of South Dakota.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD, under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the en bloc consideration of the
following resolutions: S. Res. 903, S.
Res. 904, S. Res. 905, S. Res. 906, S. Res.
907.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
this resolution concerns a lawsuit filed
in Federal court in the District of Co-
lumbia against the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, Chairman SANDERS, Ranking

902) was
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Member CASSIDY, and 18 other members
of the committee. That suit was
brought by an individual, Dr. Ralph de
la Torre, who had been subpoenaed to
testify at a hearing before the Com-
mittee but chose to disregard his legal
duty and failed to appear at the com-
mittee’s hearing. After Dr. de la Torre
failed to appear, the Committee re-
ported to the Senate, and the Senate
agreed to, a resolution directing the
President of the Senate to certify the
fact of his default to the U.S. Attorney
for the District of Columbia for consid-
eration of prosecution for contempt of
Congress.

Dr. de la Torre then filed suit to try
to prevent any sanction from being im-
posed on him for his default of a duly
authorized Senate committee sub-
poena, claiming that the subpoena
served no valid legislative purpose and
that requiring him to appear at the
hearing violated his Fifth Amendment
rights, despite the fact that the com-
mittee made clear that he could assert
a Fifth Amendment privilege in re-
sponse to questions at the hearing, if
applicable.

Dr. de la Torre’s suit against the
committee and its members seeking to
prevent any consequences for his de-
fault on the subpoena threatens to
interfere with the independence of the
Senate in conducting its legislative
and oversight duties and improperly
seeks to use a civil suit to forestall a
criminal matter. This resolution would
authorize the Senate legal counsel to
represent the committee and the mem-
bers named as defendants in this suit
in order to seek its dismissal.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 21, 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
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when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned, under the
provisions of S. Res. 902, until 10 a.m.
on Thursday, November 21; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceeding be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of
the Wise nomination; further, that at
11 a.m., the Senate vote on the cloture
motions with respect to the Wise and
Weilheimer nominations in the order
listed; further, that following the clo-
ture vote on the Weilheimer nomina-
tion, the Senate resume consideration
of the Desai nomination and that the
Senate vote on the nomination of Desai
at 1:45 p.m.; finally, that if any nomi-
nations are confirmed during Thurs-
day’s session, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, under the
previous order and pursuant to S. Res.
902, as a further mark of respect to the
late Tim Johnson, former Senator from
South Dakota, the Senate, at 12:34
a.m., adjourned until Thursday, No-
vember 21, 2024, at 10 a.m.

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate November 20, 2024:

THE JUDICIARY

AMIR H. ALI, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA.

REBECCA L. PENNELL, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF WASHINGTON.
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