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and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives, and make
publicly available, including through posting
on the website of the Department of Health
and Human Services, a progress report on ac-
tivities related to autism spectrum disorder
and other developmental disabilities. Such
report shall include activities and research
related to the entire population of individ-
uals with autism spectrum disorder, includ-
ing those individuals with co-occurring con-
ditions and the full range of needs for sup-
ports and services, including such supports
and services to ensure the safety, and pro-
mote the well-being, of such individuals.’’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the heading of subsection (b), by
striking ‘“HEALTH AND WELL-BEING”’ and in-
serting ‘‘MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS”’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘health
and well-being”’ and inserting ‘‘mental
health needs’’; and

(C) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The report
under paragraph (1) shall contain—

‘““(A) an overview of policies and programs
relevant to the mental health of individuals
with autism spectrum disorder across their
lifespan, including an identification of exist-
ing Federal laws, regulations, policies, re-
search, and programs; and

‘(B) recommendations to improve mental
health outcomes and address related dispari-
ties in mental health care for individuals
with autism spectrum disorder, including
prevention, care coordination, and commu-
nity-based services.”’;

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) UPDATE ON YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH
TRANSITIONING TO ADULTHOOD.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of
the Autism CARES Act of 2024, the Sec-
retary, in coordination with other relevant
Federal departments and agencies, as appro-
priate, shall prepare and submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate an update to the report required
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, as
added by section 6 of the Autism Cares Act
of 2014 (Public Law 113-157), and in effect be-
fore the date of enactment of the Autism
CARES Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-60), con-
cerning young adults with autism spectrum
disorder and the challenges related to the
transition from existing school-based serv-
ices to those services available during adult-
hood.”.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 399EE of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 280i—4) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking
¢“$23,100,000 for each of fiscal years 2020
through 2024 and inserting $28,100,000 for
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029°’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking
¢“$50,699,000 for each of fiscal years 2020
through 2024 and inserting ‘‘$56,344,000 for
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’; and

(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘there are
authorized to be appropriated $296,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024’ and in-
serting ‘‘there is authorized to be appro-
priated $306,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2025 through 2029°.

SEC. 4. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE AC-
CESS TO COMMUNICATION TOOLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may, at the request
of a State, Indian Tribe, Tribal organization,
locality, or territory, provide training and
technical assistance to such jurisdiction on
the manner in which Federal funding admin-
istered by the Secretary may be used to pro-
vide individuals with autism spectrum dis-
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order and other developmental disabilities
with access to evidence-based services, tools,
and technologies that support communica-
tion needs.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall
annually prepare and submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Committee
on Energy and Commerce of the House of
Representatives a report summarizing any
technical assistance provided by the Sec-
retary in the preceding fiscal year under sub-
section (a) and any advancements in the de-
velopment or evaluation of such evidence-
based services, tools, and technologies.

SA 3306. Mr. HELMY (for Mr. CORNYN
(for himself and Mr. BOOKER)) proposed
an amendment to the bill S. 4708, to
amend title 18, United States Code, to
modify provisions relating to kidnap-
ping, sexual abuse, and illicit sexual
conduct with respect to minors; as fol-
lows:

In section 2(a)(3), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), strike ‘‘2423(f)(1)”’ and in-
sert ‘‘2423(g)(1)”’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I
have one request for committee to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, November
21, 2024 at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing fellows in my office be granted
floor privileges for the remainder of
Congress: Michael Polyak and Akacia
Halliday-Isaac.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

AUTISM COLLABORATION, AC-
COUNTABILITY, RESEARCH, EDU-
CATION, AND SUPPORT ACT OF
2024

Mr. HELMY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 7213, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 7213) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to enhance and reauthor-
ize activities and programs relating to au-
tism spectrum disorder, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

The

S6733

Mr. HELMY. I further ask that the
Lujan substitute amendment at the
desk be considered and agreed to and
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The amendment (No. 3305) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘““Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

Mr. HELMY. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 7213), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

COASTAL HABITAT CONSERVATION
ACT OF 2023

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 529, H.R. 2950.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2950) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior, through the Coastal
Program of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service, to work with willing partners
and provide support to efforts to assess, pro-
tect, restore, and enhance important coastal
landscapes that provide fish and wildlife
habitat on which certain Federal trust spe-
cies depend, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. HELMY. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 2950) was passed.

Mr. HELMY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

JAMES R. DOMINGUEZ MEMORIAL
ACT OF 2023

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 555, H.R. 5799.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.


November 15, 2025 Congressional Record
Correction to Page S6733
 CORRECTION

abonner
Correction to Page S6733
On page S6733, November 21, 2024, in the second column, the following  
appears:  

SA 3306. Mr. HELMY (for Mr. CORNYN) proposed an amendment to the bill  
S. 4708 . . . .


The online Record has been corrected to read: 

SA 3306. Mr. HELMY (for Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. BOOKER)) proposed an  
amendment to the bill S. 4708 . . . .


S6734

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5799) to designate the check-
point of the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated on United States Highway 90 West in
Uvalde County, Texas, as the ‘“James R.
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

Mr. HELMY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5799) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

—————

EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF
THE SENATE FOR THE DESIGNA-
TION OF OCTOBER 23, 2024, AS
PUBLIC RADIO MUSIC DAY

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 865.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 865) expressing the
support of the Senate for the designation of
October 23, 2024, as ‘‘Public Radio Music
Day’” and deep appreciation for the role of
public radio music stations in serving lis-
teners, musicians, and hundreds of commu-
nities in the United States.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on adopting to
the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res. 865) was
agreed to.
Mr. HELMY. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the preamble be agreed to
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 25,
2024, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the en bloc consideration of
the following Senate resolutions: S.
Res. 911, S. Res. 912, S. Res. 913, S. Res.
914, S. Res. 915, and S. Res. 916.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. HELMY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

MICHEL O. MACEDA MEMORIAL
ACT

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 5302 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5302) to designate the Air and
Marine Operations Marine Unit of the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection located at
101 Km 18.5 in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico, as the
‘““Michel O. Maceda Marine Unit’’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5302) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

STRENGTHENING CHILD EXPLOI-
TATION ENFORCEMENT ACT

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 4708
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4708) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to modify provisions relating to
kidnapping, sexual abuse, and illicit sexual
conduct with respect to minors.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HELMY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Cornyn amendment at
the desk be considered and agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
and read a third time and passed; and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The amendment (No. 3306) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make a technical amendment)

In section 2(a)(3), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), strike ‘2423(f)(1)”’ and in-
sert “2423(g)(1)”".

The bill (S. 4708), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:

S. 4708

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Child Exploitation Enforcement Act’.
SEC. 2. KIDNAPPING; SEXUAL ABUSE; ILLICIT

SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH RESPECT
TO MINORS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of title 18, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 1201—

(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘obtains
by defrauding or deceiving any person,’’ after
“abducts,’’;

(B) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘ob-
tained by defrauding or deceiving any per-
son,” after ‘‘abducted,’’; and

(C) in subsection (g), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(2) DEFENSE.—For an offense described in
this subsection involving a victim who has
not attained the age of 16 years, it is not a
defense that the victim consented to the con-
duct of the offender, unless the offender can
establish by a preponderance of the evidence
that the offender reasonably believed that
the victim had attained the age of 16 years.”’;

(2) in chapter 109A—

(A) in section 2241(c), by striking ‘‘crosses
a State line” and inserting ‘‘travels in inter-
state or foreign commerce’’;

(B) in section 2242(3), by striking ‘¢, to in-
clude doing so’’ and inserting ‘‘or’’;

(C) in section 2243, by adding at the end the
following:

¢(f) INTENTIONAL TOUCHING INVOLVING INDI-
VIDUALS UNDER THE AGE OF 16.—

‘(1) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful, in the
special maritime and territorial jurisdiction
of the United States or in a Federal prison,
or in any prison, institution, or facility in
which persons are held in custody by direc-
tion of or pursuant to a contract or agree-
ment with the head of any Federal depart-
ment or agency, to knowingly cause the in-
tentional touching, not through the cloth-
ing, of the genitalia of any person by a per-
son who has not attained the age of 16 years,
with an intent to abuse, humiliate, harass,
degrade, or arouse or gratify the sexual de-
sire of any person, or attempt to do so, if to
do so would violate subsection (a), (b), or (c)
of this section, section 2241, or section 2242
had such intentional touching been a sexual
act.

‘(2) PENALTY.—Any person who violates
paragraph (1) shall be fined under this title,
imprisoned as provided in the applicable pro-
vision of law described in that paragraph, or
both.”’; and

(D) in section 2244—

(i) in subsection (a)—

(I) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(6) as subparagraphs (A) through (F), respec-
tively, and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly;

(IT) by striking ‘“Whoever’”’ and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Whoever’’;

(IIT) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(aa) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), as so redesignated, by striking ‘‘if so to
do”’ and inserting ‘‘if to do so’’;
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