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Iran or their family members on or after
June 12, 2009”’; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-158) amends and expands the authorities
established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-195) to sanction
Iranian human rights abusers: Now, there-
fore, be it

The preamble, as
agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 74

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, and 2022, Congress
declared that it deplored the religious perse-
cution by the Government of Iran of the
Baha’i community and would hold the Gov-
ernment of Iran responsible for upholding
the rights of all Iranian nationals, including
members of the Baha’i faith;

Whereas, since 1979, Iranian authorities
have killed or executed more than 200 Baha’i
leaders and more than 10,000 Baha’is have
been dismissed from government and univer-
sity jobs;

Whereas June 18, 2023, marked the 40th an-
niversary of the execution of 10 Baha’i
women by the Government of Iran, each wit-
nessing the hanging of those hanged before
her in a final failed attempt to induce aban-
donment of their faith after over 6 months of
imprisonment and violent abuse, with the
youngest only 17 years old;

Whereas, on December 19, 2023, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/C.3/78/L.41) calling on Iran to carry
out wide-ranging reforms and expressing se-
rious concerns for its escalating human
rights abuses, including—

(1) ‘“‘severe limitations and increasing re-
strictions on the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion, or belief’’;

(2) ‘“‘restrictions on the establishment of
places of worship, undue restrictions on bur-
ials carried out in accordance with religious
tenets, attacks against places of worship and
burial’’;

(3) ‘“‘increased harassment, intimidation,
persecution, arbitrary arrest, and detention
of, and incitement to hatred that leads to vi-
olence against, persons belonging to recog-
nized and unrecognized religious minorities,
including Christians (particularly converts
from Islam), Gonabadi Dervishes, Jews, Sufi
Muslims, Sunni Muslims, Yarsanis,
Zoroastrians, and in particular, Baha’is’’;

(4) ‘‘denial of and restrictions on access to
education, including for members of the
Baha’i faith’’; and

(5) “particular’ persecution of members of
the Baha’i community ‘‘who have been sub-
jected to a continued increase in persecu-
tion, including attacks, harassment and tar-
geting . . . on account of their faith and have
been reportedly subjected to mass arrests
and lengthy prison sentences, as well as the
arrest of prominent members and increased
confiscation and destruction of property’’;

Whereas, in the 2024 Annual Report of the
United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom issued in May 2024, it is
reported that in 2023—

(1) the Government of Iran ‘‘conducted in-
dividual and mass arrests of Baha’is across
Iran taking them to undisclosed locations
and imposing excessively long prison sen-
tences’’;

(2) ‘“‘security officials beat and brutalized
Baha’is during raids and searches of private
homes’’;

(3) ‘‘security forces arrested scores of Ba-
ha’is in cities including Hamadan,
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Mehrshahr, and
Tehran’’;

(4) the ‘‘government has targeted Baha’i
women in particular”’ and that
“[a]lpproximately two-thirds of Iranian
Baha'i prisoners are women’’;

(b) authorities ‘‘targeted Baha’i cemeteries
in Arak, Alborz, and Golestan’’; and

(6) local ‘“‘municipalities seized and con-
fiscated Baha’i land, restricted Baha’i access
to burial grounds, and declared intentions to
sell Baha’i-owned property exclusively to
Muslims.”’;

Whereas the Iran section of the Depart-
ment of State’s 2022 Report on International
Religious Freedom issued in May 2023 pro-
vides, in part—

(1) “[IIn July and August, security forces
in cities across the country conducted mul-
tiple raids of Baha’i homes, confiscated prop-
erty deemed ‘illegitimate wealth’, and ar-
rested Baha’is in their homes or workplaces
on unsubstantiated charges including ‘caus-
ing intellectual and ideological insecurity in
Muslim society.””’;

(2) ‘“‘Authorities reportedly continued to
deny members of unrecognized religious mi-
nority groups access to education and gov-
ernment employment unless they declared
themselves as belonging to one of the coun-
try’s recognized religions on their applica-
tion forms. UN experts reported universities
rejected more than 90 Baha’i students be-
tween January and August.”’; and

(3) “Government officials and government-
affiliated organizations continued to dis-
seminate anti-Baha’i and antisemitic mes-
sages using traditional and social media.”’;

Whereas, in response to a surge in persecu-
tion in June and July 2022, involving the sub-
jection of over 100 Baha’is to arrests, ar-
raignments, sentencing, and raids on their
homes and businesses across Iran, including
the sentencing in June of 26 individuals in
the city of Shiraz to a combined total of 85
years in prison, the Department of State’s
Office of International Religious Freedom
issued a statement on August 2, 2022, indi-
cating that ‘‘[a]lmid a continued rise in ar-
rests, sentences, and imprisonments, the
U.S. urges Iran to halt its ongoing oppres-
sion of the Baha’i community and honor its
international obligations to respect the right
of all Iranians to freedom of religion or be-
lief”’;

Whereas, on November 21, 2022, Mahvash
Sabet and Fariba Kamalabadi, 2 former
members of the informal 7-person leadership
group of the Baha’is of Iran, who each served
10-year sentences from 2008 to 2018, and have
been detained since July 31, 2022, in Evin
prison, were sentenced to 10 years in prison
each after a summary trial lasting 1 hour;

Whereas, on December 11, 2022, the Baha’i
International Community organization stat-
ed that “Dr. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel laureate
and defence lawyer for Mahvash and Fariba
during their first trial, said in 2008 that ‘not
a shred of evidence’ was offered to prove the
national security charges or other allega-
tions. Nor was any new evidence forthcoming
at this latest trial’’;

Whereas, on January 12, 2024, the Baha’i
International Community organization re-
ported increasing incidents of persecution
accompanied by intensified violence per-
petrated against the Baha’i community by
the Government of Iran, for example—

(1) ‘““‘since the beginning of October [2023]
more than 200 incidents of persecution, in-
cluding over 50 arrests and imprisonments,
have occurred in various cities such as
Shiraz, Yazd, Isfahan, Hamadan, and Karaj’’;

(2) government agents have perpetrated
“increasingly violent home raids, dispropor-
tionately affecting women and the elderly,
and have even resulted in hospitalizations
and traumatic separations of mothers from
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their children. Notably, over two-thirds of
those arrested and detained have been
women, predominantly in their twenties and
thirties, highlighting the escalation of at-
tacks against women in recent months.”’;
and

(3) government agents have instigated a
‘“‘conspicuous rise in hate speech, where Ba-
ha’is have been accused of being behind the
September 2022 protests, promoting permis-
siveness, being against Islam and Shiism,
being spies for Israel and the West, and being
part of a political movement that seeks to
undermine the state’’;

Whereas Iran is a member of the United
Nations and a signatory to both the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, among other international
human rights treaties, without reservation;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514) authorizes
the President to impose sanctions on individ-
uals who are ‘‘responsible for or complicit in,
or responsible for ordering, controlling, or
otherwise directing, the commission of seri-
ous human rights abuses against citizens of
Iran or their family members on or after
June 12, 2009”’; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-158) amends and expands the authorities
established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-195) to sanction
Iranian human rights abusers: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of the Baha’i mi-
nority in Iran and the continued violation of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran—

(A) to immediately release the imprisoned
or detained Baha’is and all other prisoners
held solely on account of their religion;

(B) to end its state-sponsored campaign of
hate propaganda against the Baha’is; and

(C) to reverse state-imposed policies deny-
ing Baha’is and members of other religious
minorities equal opportunities to higher edu-
cation, earning a livelihood, due process
under the law, and the free exercise of reli-
gious practices;

(3) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights, and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and the Secretary
of State to utilize available authorities to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 846, Keli
Marie Neary, of Pennsylvania, to be United
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States District Judge for the Middle District
of Pennsylvania.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,

Tammy Duckworth, Ben Ray Lujan,

Patty Murray, Alex Padilla, Peter
Welch, Jeff Merkley, Richard
Blumenthal, Amy Klobuchar, Chris-

topher A. Coons, Debbie Stabenow,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Elizabeth Warren,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Jack Reed,
Tim Kaine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Keli Marie Neary, of Pennsylvania,
to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Pennsylvania,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from California (Mr.
PADILLA), and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 316 Ex.]

YEAS—48
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Helmy Rosen
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Sanders
Brown Hirono Schatz
Butler Kaine Schumer
Cantwell Kelly Shaheen
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Lujan Tester
Coons Manchin Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Markey Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Fetterman Murray Welch
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden

NAYS—45
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—17

Booker Padilla Vance
Cornyn Rubio
Moran Sinema

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 48, the nays are 45.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). The nomination is pending.

The Senator from Mississippi.

TRIBUTE TO MICHELLE BARLOW RICHARDSON

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, it is
fitting that a daughter of Mississippi is
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presiding at this poignant moment for
me and for my entire staff.

I come to the floor today with a
forced smile and a bittersweet mes-
sage, a bit of official news I have not
been eager to report, and that news is
that Michelle Barlow Richardson, who
sits at my side at this very moment
and who has stood by my side for a
quarter century, my chief of staff, will
soon depart Capitol Hill. This closes a
25-year chapter of service to my office,
to the U.S. Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, to the State of Mis-
sissippi, and to the citizens of the
United States.

Anyone who Kknows Michelle has
found out very quickly that Michelle is
a Mississippi State Bulldog. She grad-
uated from Mississippi State Univer-
sity in 1997 and then moved up east to
Washington, DC, to begin work at my
office. And she got right to work, be-
ginning where many staffers do, as a
legislative correspondent and then as
an executive assistant. She set my
schedule. She began to guide proposals
into law, which is what we do here.
Michelle would go on to higher rungs
up the ladder, but she never lost her
appreciation for every role on the
team. And many members of the team
join us in this Chamber at this mo-
ment. To this day, no task is too small
for Michelle. She has not hesitated to
climb into the trenches again and
again.

Michelle is fiercely loyal. Her rela-
tionship to Mississippi State Univer-
sity is a prime example of this trait.
When the MSU community sings their
school’s anthem at an event, they all
sing, ‘‘Loyal friends we’ll always be.”
Quite fitting. We even lost Michelle to
Starkville briefly in 1999. At that
point—only a couple of years out of
college—she was given the very impor-
tant job of fundraising for a project
that ended up generating over $4 mil-
lion to endow a scholarship. That fund
is helping students in Mississippi to
this very day.

But luckily, in 2001, we got her back.
As I reflect on the 23 years that have
passed since then, I am filled with grat-
itude for Michelle. And I am beaming
with pride over all the good work she
has accomplished.

In Washington, DC—as you so poign-
antly know, Madam President—change
is constant: a different Congress every
2 years, new leadership opportunities,
Senators come and go, changing com-
mittee assignments. During these tran-
sitions, Michelle has been a steadfast
presence, guiding my staff and me
through numerous changes over the
years.

A big change came in 2007, not long
after Michelle had been promoted to be
my chief of staff. Our office picked up
and moved to this end of the Capitol
when I was selected to fill the seat va-
cated by U.S. Senator Trent Lott. The
success of that transition is due, in no
small part, to Michelle’s deep institu-
tional knowledge, broad networks, and
natural leadership skills.
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The next year, to the extent per-
mitted by the law and the rules, she
helped lead my first statewide election
campaign. She expanded a campaign
and fundraising organization that she
had developed in the First Congres-
sional District, and she applied it to all
of our great State of Mississippi.

Of course, when you get elected, you
have to govern. And over here on the
Senate side, Michelle once again rose
to the challenge of a larger role in gov-
erning. She scaled up the size of ‘“Team
Wicker” from 18 people to 45 team-
mates across b offices.

Over the years, she also established a
network of Senate chiefs of staff. In
fact, it is known throughout Capitol
Hill that Michelle Barlow Richardson
has become the ‘‘dean’ of the Senate
chiefs of staff. That is what we are los-
ing tomorrow when she moves to an-
other capacity. Michelle has built a
community where collaboration, infor-
mation, and mutual support can flow.

Then, in 2016, we had another transi-
tion. I was elected to chair of the Na-
tional Republican Senatorial Com-
mittee, and, as usual, Michelle was
right there to help. Under her leader-
ship, the office adjusted to new respon-
sibilities and certainly new schedules.

A few years after that, I took up the
gavel on the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee. Michelle helped build a team of
policy experts who would craft smart
legislation on the vast portfolio of the
Commerce Committee—everything
from the seabed to the stars.

President Ronald Reagan once said
that ‘‘personnel is policy.” Well,
Michelle and the personnel she has cul-
tivated have gone on to produce sub-
stantive and savvy policy. She has been
pivotal to work that has brought bil-
lions of dollars in new jobs and new in-
vestments to Mississippi. Through
years of legislative efforts, Michelle
has been making connections, edu-
cating stakeholders, and holding our
strong legislative principles—and hold-
ing our feet to the fire. Through every
negotiation and late night, she has
been motivating our staff.

In scaling up the staff from the
House team to the much larger Senate
team, over the years, Michelle has led
literally hundreds of able staff mem-
bers.

Her leadership left an incredible leg-
acy. Michelle was good at identifying
talent. She has challenged staffers to
accomplish goals they did not know
they were capable of reaching. She has
embraced the burden of making tough
decisions. She has delivered tough but
constructive feedback directly and con-
cisely, without ever making it per-
sonal. And a massive cloud of witnesses
can testify to her influence. Many
former Wicker staffers are now serving
in leadership roles around the country.
I am the one privileged to give this
floor speech, but I know many could
give speeches—and perhaps will give
speeches—of their own, telling the sto-
ries of Michelle’s influence in their
lives.
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Those who know Michelle Barlow
Richardson know her for her strong de-
votion and friendship. That is espe-
cially true for my wife Gayle and me.
Michelle’s title has been chief of staff,
but she has been so much more. She
has been by our side in public service
and in private moments and moments
of joy and moments of pain.

Words are inadequate, and these re-
marks, in particular, are inadequate.
We will miss Michelle’s enthusiasm for
all things Mississippi. We will miss the
presence she—and occasionally her
children—have brought to the office.
We will even miss the Mississippi State
University maroon and cowbell. But
loyal friends we will certainly always
be. We will remain grateful for her
friendship, and we wish her, this public
servant and American patriot, the very
best.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

NOMINATIONS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is one thing we have
learned from last month’s election, it
is that President Trump has a clear
mandate from the American people to
get this country back on track, and
one of the things that Tennesseans
talk to me most about is the need to
restore law and order all across this
country.

I am so encouraged by President
Trump’s nominees who are going to
take the lead in reforming our Federal
law enforcement Agencies, and, today,
I want to touch on two of those who
are reforming law enforcement Agen-
cies.

I will tell the Presiding Officer, next
week, I am going to come and talk
about the nominees for our military
and national security. I want to talk
about the qualifications of Pete
Hegseth, who is going to be a great
Secretary of Defense; but, today, we
are going to talk about Kash Patel at
the FBI and Pam Bondi at the Justice
Department.

Now, these two Agencies—I think ev-
erybody agrees—are in desperate need
of a course correction. Under the
Biden-Harris administration, they have
repeatedly undermined the rule of law
with a two-tiered justice system. Its
rules are simple: If you break the law
and you are a Democrat, then you are
off the hook—that is the way they have
operated—but if you are a conservative
or you dissent from the left’s radical
agenda, the government will end up
targeting you for your beliefs.

What we know is that, under Mr.
Patel and Ms. Bondi, this abuse of
power will come to an end, and few peo-
ple are better qualified to get this job
done and enforce the rule of law than
Ms. Bondi and Mr. Patel.

As a former prosecutor for the Jus-
tice Department—and, by the way, he
worked under Democrats and Repub-
licans—Mr. Patel led the successful
prosecutions of criminals that were
tied to terrorist organizations like al-
Qaida and ISIS.
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On the House Intel Committee, he
worked with Congressman DEVIN
NUNES, the chair of that committee, to
expose the FBI and the Justice Depart-
ment’s abuses during Russiagate, or
the Russia hoax, as it became known.

In the first Trump administration, he
served as the Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. He served at the
Security Council and the Defense De-
partment as Chief of Staff.

This is a varied background. It is a
credible background for the job in front
of him of restoring law and order in our
cities across this country, in coun-
tering terror threats, and in ending
human trafficking, and that is the job
of the FBI.

I will say this on the human traf-
ficking: I am especially encouraged by
his support for releasing the Jeffrey
Epstein flight logs and black book. We
know the abuse spanned decades from
Mr. Epstein, and it harmed many vul-
nerable young girls, and we Kknow a
large network of high-profile, high-dol-
lar predators participated in this hor-
rific abuse on a global level. So, by re-
leasing the flight logs, we can start to
break apart the sex trafficking rings
and ensure that the predators are put
in jail where they belong. This effort
will go a long way in restoring public
confidence in the FBI and in ending the
left’s two-tiered justice system. On this
front, he will work closely with Pam
Bondi, who is President Trump’s excel-
lent choice for Attorney General.

Earlier this week, I had my official
meeting with Ms. Bondi, whom I have
known and worked with for over the
past decade. Our meeting only re-
affirmed my conviction that she will be
fearless in rooting out corruption, tak-
ing on the deep state, and restoring the
Justice Department to its core mis-
sion: enforcing equal justice under the
law.

To be certain, her accomplishments
speak for themselves. With more than
18 years of experience as a prosecutor,
she became the first woman to serve as
the attorney general of Florida in 2011.
While there, she worked to protect the
most vulnerable among us by taking on
drug dealers and human traffickers.

During the first Trump administra-
tion, she also worked to end our Na-
tion’s drug epidemic as a member of
the Opioid and Drug Abuse Commis-
sion. This experience will be invaluable
to her as she leads this top law enforce-
ment Agency.

Kash Patel and Pam Bondi are just
two of Trump’s incredible picks, but
they are representative of the talent,
experience, and determination shown
by his Cabinet selections and nomi-
nees. As we head into the new year, 1
will look forward to supporting them
and ensuring that they can get to work
as soon as possible for the American
people.

KIDS ONLINE SAFETY ACT

Madam President, although we have
a busy end of year ahead of us, there is
at least one thing Congress must do be-
fore the end of the year, and that is to
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pass the very bipartisan Kids Online
Safety Act.

Back in July, this Chamber passed
KOSA by an overwhelming bipartisan
majority. The vote was 91 to 3. The rea-
son is very simple: Lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle recognize that Big
Tech must be held accountable for put-
ting our children’s safety at risk. They
have put profit ahead of our children’s
safety, and they want to continue to do
that.

KOSA puts the priority on safety by
providing parents and kids with tools,
safeguards, and the transparency that
they need to protect against online
harms. Among its provisions, the legis-
lation would create a duty of care for
online platforms to prevent and miti-
gate specific dangers to minors, includ-
ing the promotion of suicide, eating
disorders, substance abuse, and sexual
exploitation.

Since KOSA’s passage in the Senate,
more and more evidence has emerged
showing that this legislation is des-
perately needed. In October, for exam-
ple, reports emerged showing that Chi-
nese-owned TikTok purposefully devel-
oped algorithms to Kkeep children
scrolling as long as they could. Of
course, the more time a child spends on
the platform the more data TikTok can
collect, then the more valuable that
platform becomes.

While this happens, TikTok execu-
tives privately acknowledge that such
addiction does lead to mental health
issues, including a loss of memory and
cognition. But do you know what?
They don’t care. When your child is on-
line, they are the profit. They are a
profit center for these platforms.

Now, other platforms, from Facebook
to Instagram, have also developed ad-
dictive algorithms that expose children
to unthinkable harms, including sexual
abuse and lethal drugs. But, again,
these platforms don’t care. They do not
give a ripping flip about your child.

This tragedy has got to come to an
end, but for months, KOSA has been
held up in the House because of blatant
falsehoods that are being pushed by Big
Tech lobbyists. We know who they are,
and we know what they are saying. Let
me just read some of these falsehoods
to you.

They say that KOSA would censor
free speech, and it will not. KOSA is a
product design bill. It is not a contact
bill.

There are some out there who say:
Well, it is going to give all of this au-
thority to the FTC. It does not. It does
not increase the authority of the FTC.
It is important to note that there is no
new rulemaking power for the FTC in
KOSA or any ability to create rules
about content. So they are lying. The
lobbyists and some of these House
staffers who are listening to these lob-
byists are spreading falsehoods. It
should come to a stop. Our children de-
serve better.

We know that what KOSA will do is
put in place tools for parents, and, of
course, Big Tech is out here spreading



December 5, 2024

lies and having their lobbyists spread
lies because they want to evade ac-
countability on this. I have even heard
this: I have heard of staffers in the
House and lobbyists bragging that they
have been able to kill KOSA, that they
are going to keep this profit center
going, that they have been able to kill
this bill. It is absolutely disgusting
that they would agree with Big Tech
and put that number—that dollar fig-
ure—on our kids’ heads.

Do you know, when we were doing
the hearings on this, what did we hear
from kid after kid who came in? They
came in wearing a T-shirt, ‘270, say-
ing: I am worth more than $270. That is
the value that some of these platforms
have assigned to the amount of time a
child spends on their platform. That is
the profit they make.

You know, if you listen to some of
these staffers and some of these lobby-
ists, you would think, my goodness, if
we don’t need to have some kind of pro-
tections in the virtual space, why do
we have laws in the physical space to
protect kids? Minors can’t enter into a
contract. Minors can’t go buy alcohol
and tobacco. If you have got a store
that sells liquor and you sell to a kid,
they will come, put the chains on your
store, and close you down. It is the
same thing with alcohol and the same
thing with pornography.

The Presiding Officer and I are par-
ents. I am a grandparent. We see what
is happening to these precious children,
and they are being subjected to drugs,
to alcohol; they are being subjected to
pornography; they are being subjected
to sexual exploitation, and it is done 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days of
the year, and yet Big Tech—they don’t
care. They do not care about pro-
tecting your children. So the only
thing we are left to surmise is, if they
don’t protect them in the virtual space,
they are, for sure, not going to support
protecting them in the physical space.
I would surmise that people who are
against KOSA would do away with all
of these laws that protect children.

Society has decided our precious
children are worth the fight, that they
are worth the protection. And it is dis-
gusting—disgusting—when you hear
these Big Tech platforms say there is a
value to keeping that child scrolling,
that there is a value to holding their
eyes online—and when you hear it re-
peated by people in our Chambers—
staffers—it is sickening.

This is not a political game. Pro-
tecting our children is something that
we in the Senate have agreed to do on
a bipartisan basis. This bill has been
stuck in the House since July. We
know why it has been stuck, and we
know that falsehoods are being spread.
This is a bill that deserves a vote on
the House floor because what we do
know is this: By an overwhelming bi-
partisan majority, Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives support this
bill. It is time for those who are stand-
ing in the way of passing this bill to
put aside—to put aside—their objec-
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tions and to allow protections for our
children to take place in the virtual
space.

Since 1998, there has not been any ad-
ditional protection placed in the vir-
tual space. Why is that? It is because
Big Tech sees our kids as a product.
They make a lot of money—a whole lot
of money—when those Kkids are
scrolling. It is killing our kids. Just as
in the physical world we put in place
laws to protect them, they deserve the
same protections in that virtual space.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELMY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CORPORATE TRANSPARENCY ACT

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, for
over a year, I have worked to get rid of
a rule that is driving every one of my
small businesses in OKklahoma abso-
lutely crazy. A lot of Americans have
no idea what the beneficial ownership
rule is, but if you own a small business
in America, you definitely know.

To set the context for this, next
week, we are supposed to take up the
national defense authorization. In 2021,
a small, little section was stuck in at
the end in the large national defense
authorization that was called the cor-
porate transparency beneficial owner-
ship act. That little bill was supposed
to root out money laundering and
fraud. What it has become has been a
nightmare for every business owner in
my State.

If you are a business owner that has
a business that is a small business—
let’s say less than 20 employees, less
than $5 million in total revenue in a
year—you now have to fill out this
enormous set of forms and turn them
in to the Federal Government to show
your ownership structure to the Fed-
eral Government so they can track it.

I will tell you, there are quite a few
business owners that don’t own one
business; they may own two or three
businesses or they may own several
LLCs if they are a builder or they are
a property developer, if they do all
kinds of property construction for
small businesses and building for oth-
ers. They will own several LLCs, and
now they have a stack of forms they
have to fill out. They have to fill out
forms now that talk about their name,
their birth date, their address, an ID
number, and all of it. They want to
know all the reporting for their legal
address, their address, the jurisdiction
of their information. They want to
know all the senior officers of the re-
porting company. They want to know
someone who has the authority over
the appointment or the removal of
those senior officers. This is my favor-
ite: They want to know substantial
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influencers over the decisions in the
company. No one even knows what
that means. Who is your substantial
influence in your small business?

All those things all have to be com-
piled by business owners that literally
do their own books, that do their own
purchasing, that do their own payroll.
They have plenty of other things to do
other than the requirement to fill out
forms.

Now, it wouldn’t be such a big deal if
it was just a form that dropped into
their box, but it is a form dropped into
their box, and it had this little note at-
tached to it: If you don’t fill this out or
you fill it out wrong, it is a $10,000 fine
and up to 2 years in prison for not fill-
ing this form out—2 years in prison for
not filling out this form outlining who
influences you in your decisions in
your small business.

When this was s