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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable CATH-
ERINE CORTEZ MASTO, a Senator from
the State of Nevada.

———————

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Lisa
Wink Schultz of the Senate Chaplain’s
Office here in Washington, DC.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, Your Word says
that those who do not walk in the
counsel of the ungodly will be blessed.
You also tell us that those who delight
in Your Word day and night are like
fruitful trees planted by streams of
water.

Today, let Your Word guide those
who serve here on Capitol Hill. Infuse
our Senators and their staff with Your
presence, power, and peace. Lord, make
Your power available to them hour by
hour so that they will have the phys-
ical, intellectual, emotional, and spir-
itual stamina to complete the duties of
this day.

We pray in Your gracious Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The assistant bill clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CATHERINE CORTEZ
MASTO, a Senator from the State of Nevada,
to perform the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Matthew James
Marzano, of Illinois, to be a Member of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
for the term of five years expiring June
30, 2028.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

WILDLIFE INNOVATION AND LON-
GEVITY DRIVER REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it
is my understanding the Senate has re-
ceived a message from the House of
Representatives to accompany H.R.
50009.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that the Chair
lay before the Senate the message to
accompany H.R. 5009.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore laid before the Senate the fol-
lowing message from the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
5009) entitled ‘“‘An Act to reauthorize wildlife
habitat and conservation programs, and for
other purposes.’”’, with an amendment to the
Senate amendment.

MOTION TO CONCUR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to concur in
the House amendment to the Senate
amendment to H.R. 5009, and I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I

send a cloture motion to the desk.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to
the Senate amendment to H.R. 5009, a bill to
reauthorize wildlife habitat and conserva-
tion programs, and for other purposes.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto,
Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Tina Smith, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Martin Heinrich,
Richard J. Durbin, Gary C. Peters,
Christopher A. Coons, John W.
Hickenlooper, Tammy Duckworth, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3317

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to concur in
the House amendment to H.R. 5009,
with an amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 5009,
with an amendment numbered 3317.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this
Act.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3318 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3317

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have a second-degree amendment at
the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] proposes an amendment numbered 3318
to amendment No. 3317.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘1 day’’ and insert
‘2 days’.

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3319

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to refer H.R.
5009 to the Committee on Armed Serv-
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ices with instructions to report back
forthwith with an amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] moves to refer the House message to
accompany H.R. 5009 to the Committee on
Armed Services with instructions to report
back forthwith with an amendment num-
bered No. 3319.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the motion be dis-
pensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 3 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my motion.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3320

Mr. SCHUMER. I have an amendment
to the instructions at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER]
proposes an amendment numbered 3320 to
the instructions of the motion to refer.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘3 days’ and insert
‘4 days’.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3321 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3320

Mr. SCHUMER. I have a second-de-
gree amendment at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER]
proposes an amendment numbered 3321 to
amendment No. 3320.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘4 days’ and insert

‘5 days’.

December 12, 2024

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT
OF 2023—Motion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 693,
H.R. 82.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 82, a bill to
amend title II of the Social Security Act to
repeal the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 693, H.R. 82,
a bill to amend title IT of the Social Security
Act to repeal the Government pension offset
and windfall elimination provisions.

Charles E. Schumer, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Tammy Baldwin, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabenow,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina Smith,
Richard Blumenthal, Martin Heinrich,
Richard J. Durbin, Gary C. Peters,
Christopher A. Coons, John W.
Hickenlooper, Tammy Duckworth, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen, Jack Reed.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives passed the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, bringing this bill here
to the Senate. I just filed cloture on
the NDAA, setting up the first proce-
dural vote for early next week.

This year’s NDAA has some very
good things we Democrats wanted in it.
It has some bad things we wouldn’t
have put in there and some things that
were left out. But we are going to keep
working at it. Both sides are working
well together, and I hope we can finish
the job soon.

So thank you to Chairman REED, to
Ranking Member WICKER, and to my
colleagues on both sides for finalizing
the text of the NDAA.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Madam President, as for next week,
next week is going to be very busy here
on the Senate floor, where we have a
number of legislative priorities to com-
plete before the end of the year. We
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