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beginning of the HIV epidemic, including
over 19,000 deaths among people with diag-
nosed HIV in 2022, with the disease dis-
proportionately affecting communities of
color;

Whereas, in 2022, over 37,000 people became
newly diagnosed with HIV in the United
States;

Whereas, while all races and ethnicities are
affected by HIV in the United States, com-
munities of color are disproportionately im-
pacted;

Whereas, in order to address the HIV epi-
demic in the United States, on August 18,
1990, Congress enacted the Ryan White Com-
prehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act
(Public Law 101-381; 104 Stat. 576) (commonly
referred to as the “Ryan White CARE Act”)
to provide primary medical care and essen-
tial support services for people living with
HIV who are uninsured or underinsured;

Whereas the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Pro-
gram provides services and support for over
half of all people diagnosed with HIV in the
United States;

Whereas, to further focus attention on the
HIV/AIDS epidemic among minority commu-
nities in the United States, in 1998, the Mi-
nority AIDS Initiative was established to
provide funds to State and local institutions
and organizations to best serve the health
care costs and support the needs of racial
and ethnic minorities living with HIV;

Whereas the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals established a global tar-
get to end AIDS as a public health threat by
2030;

Whereas, in order to further address the
global HIV/AIDS epidemic, in 2003, Congress
and the Administration of President George
W. Bush, with bi-partisan support, created
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (referred to in this preamble as
“PEPFAR”), which, for more than 2 decades,
has served as the primary policy instrument
of the United States to address HIV/AIDS in
the developing world;

Whereas the United States PEPFAR pro-
gram remains the largest commitment in
history by any country to combat a single
disease;

Whereas 25,000,000 lives have been saved
through PEPFAR;

Whereas, as of September 30, 2023, PEPFAR
has supported treatment for more than
20,000,000 people, and has enabled 5,500,000 in-
fants of mothers living with HIV to be born
HIV-free;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2023, PEPFAR di-
rectly supported HIV testing and counseling
for 71,100,000 people;

Whereas the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria was launched in
2002, and, as of 2023, has helped provide
antiretroviral therapy to approximately
25,000,000 people living with HIV/AIDS and to
695,000 pregnant women to prevent the trans-
mission of HIV/AIDS to their children, sav-
ing an estimated 65,000,000 lives;

Whereas the United States is the largest
donor to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria, and every $1 contrib-
uted by the United States leverages an addi-
tional $2 from other donors, as required by
law;

Whereas considerable progress has been
made in the fight against HIV/AIDS, includ-
ing a nearly 40-percent reduction in new HIV
infections, a 60-percent reduction in new HIV
infections among children, and a 50-percent
reduction in the number of AIDS-related
deaths between 2010 and 2023;

Whereas approximately 30,700,000 people
had access to antiretroviral therapy in 2023,
compared to only 7,800,000 people who had ac-
cess to such therapy in 2010;

Whereas research funded by the National
Institutes of Health found that HIV treat-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ment not only saves the lives of people living
with HIV, but people living with HIV on ef-
fective antiretroviral therapy and who are
durably virally suppressed cannot sexually
transmit HIV, proving that HIV treatment is
prevention;

Whereas it is estimated that, without
treatment, half of all infants living with HIV
will die before their second birthday;

Whereas, despite the remarkable progress
in combating HIV, significant challenges re-
main;

Whereas there were approximately 1,300,000
new HIV infections in 2023 globally, struc-
tural barriers continue to make testing and
treatment programs inaccessible to highly
vulnerable populations, and an estimated
5,400,000 people living with HIV globally still
do not know their HIV status;

Whereas children living with HIV are sig-
nificantly less likely than adults to know
their HIV status, and, as a result, are pre-
vented from accessing life-saving treatment;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reports that over 37,000 peo-
ple were diagnosed with HIV in the United
States in 2022, and 13 percent of the 1,200,000
people in the United States living with HIV
are not aware of their HIV status;

Whereas men who have sex with men (re-
ferred to in this preamble as “MSM’’), par-
ticularly young MSM of color, are the popu-
lation most affected by HIV in the United
States;

Whereas southern States bear the greatest
burden of HIV in the United States, account-
ing for 49 percent of new infections in 2022;

Whereas people living with HIV are fre-
quently susceptible to other infections, such
as hepatitis B and C and tuberculosis;

Whereas the opioid and heroin epidemics
have led to increased numbers of new HIV in-
fections among people who inject drugs, and
the crisis has disproportionately affected
nonurban areas, where HIV prevalence rates
have been low historically and have limited
services for HIV prevention and treatment
and substance use disorder treatment;

Whereas December 1 of each year is inter-
nationally recognized as ‘“World AIDS Day’’;
and

Whereas, in 2024, commemorations for
World AIDS Day will recognize the essential
role of community and collective action to
sustain and accelerate HIV progress in the
global HIV/AIDS response: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of World
AIDS Day, including the goal to achieve zero
new human immunodeficiency virus (re-
ferred to in this resolution as ‘“HIV”’) infec-
tions, zero discrimination, and zero acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (referred to in
this resolution as ‘‘AIDS”’)-related deaths;

(2) commends achievements in combating
HIV/AIDS through the Ryan White Com-
prehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act
(Public Law 101-381; 104 Stat. 576), the Ryan
White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of
2009 (Public Law 111-87; 123 Stat. 2885), the
Minority HIV/AIDS Initiative, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration, the Office of Minority Health, and
the Office of the Secretary of Health and
Human Services;

(3) commends achievements in combating
HIV/AIDS made by the President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria,
and the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS;

(4) supports efforts to end the HIV epi-
demic in the United States and around the
world by 2030;
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(5) supports continued funding for preven-
tion, care, and treatment services, and re-
search programs for communities impacted
by HIV and people living with HIV in the
United States and globally;

(6) urges, in order to ensure that an AIDS-
free generation is achievable, rapid action by
all countries toward further expansion and
scale-up of testing and antiretroviral treat-
ment programs, including efforts to reduce
growing disparities and improve access for
children to life-saving medications;

(7) encourages the scaling up of com-
prehensive prevention services, including
biomedical and structural interventions, to
ensure inclusive access to programs and ap-
propriate protections for all people at risk of
contracting HIV, especially in communities
disproportionately impacted;

(8) calls for greater focus on the HIV-re-
lated vulnerabilities of women and girls, in-
cluding women and girls at risk for or who
have survived violence or faced discrimina-
tion as a result of the disease;

(9) supports continued leadership by the
United States in domestic, bilateral, multi-
lateral, and private sector efforts to fight
HIV;

(10) encourages input from civil society in
the development and implementation of do-
mestic and global HIV policies and programs
that guide the response;

(11) encourages and supports greater de-
grees of ownership and shared responsibility
by developing countries in order to ensure
the sustainability of the domestic responses
to HIV/AIDS by those countries; and

(12) urges other members of the inter-
national community to sustain and scale up
their support for and financial contributions
to efforts around the world to combat HIV.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3331. Mr. CRAPO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 82, to amend title II of the Social
Security Act to repeal the Government pen-
sion offset and windfall elimination provi-
sions; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3332. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KI1M,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr . VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. MURPHY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. FETTERMAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 5009, to reauthorize wildlife
habitat and conservation programs, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 333. Mr. CRAPO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 82, to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

Strike section 4 and insert the following:
SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a)IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this Act shall take effect on the date on
which the condition described in paragraph
(1) of subsection (b) is met and shall apply
with respect to monthly insurance benefits
payable under title II of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) for months begin-
ning on or after such date.

(b)REQUIREMENT TO OFFSET GPO AND WEP
REPEAL.—
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(1)IN GENERAL.—The condition described in
this paragraph is that there are enacted into
law such changes to the Social Security pro-
gram under title II of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) (or to any other
provision of law) as are necessary to fully
offset any negative impacts on the actuarial
balance of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis-
ability Insurance Trust established under
such title that would result from the amend-
ments made by this Act.

(2)DETERMINATION THAT CONDITION IS MET.—
For purposes of subsection (a), the Board of
Trustees of the Trust Funds established
under section 201(c) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 401(c)) shall determine the
date on which the condition described in
paragraph (1) is met.

(c)RECOMPUTATION OF PRIMARY INSURANCE
AMOUNTS FOLLOWING REPEAL OF WEP.—Not-
withstanding section 215(f) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 415(f)), the Commis-
sioner of Social Security shall adjust pri-
mary insurance amounts to the extent nec-
essary to take into account the amendments
made by section 3.

SA 3332. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KiM, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
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HIRONO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MURPHY,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. HEINRICH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 5009, to
reauthorize wildlife habitat and con-
servation programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was oredred to lie on the
table; as follows:

Strike section 708.

——————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 17, 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it re-
cess until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that following the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate resume
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consideration of the House message to
accompany H.R. 5009, postcloture, and
that all time during recess, morning
business, and leader remarks count
postcloture; and, further, that the Sen-
ate recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15
p.m. to allow for the weekly caucus
meetings.

———

RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand in
recess under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at T7:17 p.m., recessed until Tuesday,
December 17, 2024, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nomination received by
the Senate:
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
ANTON GEORGE HAJJAR, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A GOV-
ERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE FOR A

TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2029, VICE DONALD LEE
MOAK, TERM EXPIRED.
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