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‘‘(A) the victim was any person designated 

in subsection (a)(1); and 
‘‘(B) such offense was committed know-

ingly at the direction of or in coordination 
with a foreign government or an agent of a 
foreign government. 

‘‘(4) The sentence of a person convicted of 
an offense under subsection (e) may be in-
creased by up to 10 years if— 

‘‘(A) the victim was any person designated 
in subsection (a)(2); and 

‘‘(B) such offense was committed know-
ingly at the direction of or in coordination 
with a foreign government or an agent of a 
foreign government. 

‘‘(5) The sentence of a person convicted of 
an offense under subsection (e) may be in-
creased by up to 10 years if— 

‘‘(A)(i) the offense involved the use of a 
dangerous weapon; or 

‘‘(ii) personal injury resulted; and 
‘‘(B) such offense was committed know-

ingly at the direction of or in coordination 
with a foreign government or an agent of a 
foreign government.’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL MILITARY TOXIC 
EXPOSURES AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
932, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 932) designating the 
month of October 2024 as ‘‘National Military 
Toxic Exposures Awareness Month’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 932) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DIANNE NELLOR 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Dianne Nellor, who 
is retiring after serving on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee for nearly 
22 years and who has left her finger-
prints on so much of the crucial legis-
lation to support our farmers, 
strengthen our food supply, and keep 
our families healthy. 

Dianne Nellor first joined the Senate 
Appropriations Committee in 2003 
under Chair Stevens, on the Sub-

committee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies. In 2018, 
Dianne was named clerk of the sub-
committee. She has served as clerk of 
the subcommittee under Senators 
MERKLEY, BALDWIN, and HEINRICH—and 
we all can attest that she has been an 
invaluable member of the team. 

At a time of immense global change 
and in an era where climate change has 
put intense focus on issues like food 
supply chains, crop resilience, keeping 
small farms afloat, and putting food on 
the table, the investments we make in 
our agriculture and in our families 
have huge implications for our Na-
tion’s future. Dianne has worked tire-
lessly to help the Senate solve prob-
lems, address these challenges, and en-
sure Congress makes critical strategic 
investments in FDA, our farmers, and 
our families. 

Among her many accomplishments, 
Dianne helped negotiate 18 annual ap-
propriations bills and 3 full-year con-
tinuing resolutions, drafted at least 17 
supplemental bills, and has remained a 
tireless advocate for international food 
aid and child nutrition programs. The 
progress we made on these issues is 
part of an incredible legacy she has 
written into our Nation’s laws through 
her work. Dianne has also been a men-
tor to staff and an advocate for many 
issues that are important to Senators 
and their communities back home. 

We all owe Dianne a debt of gratitude 
for working through many long nights 
and completing many hard negotia-
tions in service of our Nation. As chair 
of the Appropriations Committee, I 
have leaned on Dianne’s wisdom and 
counsel, and it is clear to all that her 
expertise, dedication, and ability to 
work across the aisle to make progress 
have made our country stronger. She 
will be deeply missed. 

On behalf of all the past committee 
leadership—and all the Senators and 
staff—who have worked with Dianne 
over the years and who know firsthand 
just how impactful her counsel has 
been, I would like to thank you, 
Dianne, for your service. You will be 
missed, and we wish you all the best 
for what lies ahead. Thank you. 

f 

REMEMBERING JAMES A. 
McCLURE 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today I 
rise with my colleagues Senator MIKE 
CRAPO, Congressman MIKE SIMPSON, 
and Congressman RUSS FULCHER to ac-
knowledge former Idaho U.S. Senator 
James A. McClure who, on December 
27, would have celebrated his 100th 
birthday. Senator McClure was a re-
markable man whose dedication to the 
State of Idaho and the United States 
left an indelible mark on our Nation’s 
history. We are proud to recognize him 
not only as a distinguished public serv-
ant but also as an esteemed alumnus of 
the University of Idaho, where his leg-
acy continues to inspire future genera-
tions. 

Senator McClure’s political career 
was nothing short of exceptional. A 
proud graduate of the University of 
Idaho’s College of Law, he served as the 
Payette County prosecuting attorney, 
an Idaho State Senator, and a three- 
term Member of Congress before his 
election to the U.S. Senate, where he 
served from 1973 to 1991. His committee 
assignments included the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, which he chaired from 1981 to 
1987, underscoring his leadership and 
expertise in Federal land management 
and American energy production. 
Among Senator McClure’s accomplish-
ments were the creation of the Federal 
Department of Energy and the Hells 
Canyon National Recreation area. 

Beyond his political achievements, 
Senator McClure’s commitment to 
public service was evident in his con-
tributions to the University of Idaho. 
Together with his wife Louise, he was a 
steadfast supporter of the university, 
established the James and Louise 
McClure Endowment for the Sciences 
and Public Policy, and served on var-
ious boards, including the U of I Foun-
dation and the College of Law Advisory 
Board. The James A. and Louise 
McClure Center for Public Policy, es-
tablished in 2007, embodies their pas-
sion for evidence-based research and its 
application in public policy. 

The McClure Center’s focus on re-
search, civic engagement, science pol-
icy, and student programs reflect the 
values that Senator McClure cham-
pioned throughout his life. By inspiring 
students and stakeholders alike, the 
center continues to uphold the highest 
standards of excellence and impact, re-
inforcing the importance of informed 
public policy in Idaho and beyond. 

On this occasion, we are proud to 
honor Senator McClure’s legacy of pub-
lic service, commitment to education, 
and support for the State of Idaho, 
which will resonate for generations to 
come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN ROE LEWIS 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Stephen Roe 
Lewis, Governor of the Gila River In-
dian Community in Arizona, for being 
named one of TIME Magazine’s 100 
most influential climate leaders in 
2024. 

Governor Lewis is the longest serving 
Governor of the Gila River Indian Com-
munity, presiding over its reservation 
with a land area of 583.749 square miles 
and a 2020 census population of over 
14,000 Tribal citizens. Spearheading his 
vision of a ‘‘blue-green economy’’ that 
prioritizes conserving water and pro-
ducing renewable energy, with the ulti-
mate goal of becoming a net-zero 
Tribe, Governor Lewis is doing some-
thing that has never been achieved be-
fore in the Western Hemisphere: turn-
ing canals into solar-power systems. 

Governor Lewis is a solutions-focused 
leader, whose tireless work is a testa-
ment to the strength of the people of 
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the Gila River Indian Community. I 
have had the privilege of working with 
Governor Lewis for many years—and I 
am grateful for his strong partnership 
in delivering results on behalf of the 
Arizonans we serve. 

While writing and negotiating the bi-
partisan infrastructure law, I worked 
closely with Governor Lewis to secure 
never-before-seen water and transpor-
tation infrastructure investments in 
communities across Arizona. 

Thanks to Governor Lewis’ partner-
ship, I was proud to lead into law the 
Blackwater Trading Post Land Trans-
fer Act, increasing land rights and eco-
nomic opportunities for the Gila River 
Indian Community. 

Both Governor Lewis and I under-
stand that Arizona’s water future re-
quires working together to meet the 
drought challenge. As a trusted mem-
ber of my Water Advisory Council, 
Governor Lewis is an advocate for the 
Community’s interests and needs and 
fights for the well-being of our entire 
State. 

Governor Lewis takes innovative ap-
proaches to conserve and replace sup-
plies from the Colorado River by work-
ing collaboratively with others in Ari-
zona and in the Basin. In 2022, during 
one of my Water Advisory Council 
meetings, Governor Lewis announced 
that the Community would be able to 
offer 250,000-acre-feet of water a year, 
totaling 750,000 over 3 years, for con-
servation and to increase the assured 
water supplies of Arizona municipali-
ties—a decision that takes real leader-
ship. 

Arizona’s water crisis requires lead-
ers who are willing and committed to 
working around the clock to deliver so-
lutions. Time and time again, Governor 
Lewis has demonstrated a deep com-
mitment to strengthening our water 
future in the face of historic drought. I 
am confident that, with leaders like 
Governor Lewis at the table, we will 
continue delivering lasting solutions 
and giving Arizonans peace of mind 
that our water supply is safe and se-
cure for generations to come. 

Governor Lewis is a valuable voice, 
not just for Tribal sovereignty and his 
community, but for Arizona and the 
entire Southwest. He is a cheerful war-
rior who knows how to get things 
done—and I am proud to call him my 
friend. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ROGER S. 
CHRISTENSEN 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, with my 
colleagues Senator JIM RISCH and Rep-
resentative MIKE SIMPSON, we join in 
honoring Roger Christensen for his dec-
ades of service to Idahoans as Bonne-
ville County Commissioner. 

Roger Christensen of Idaho Falls has 
been a steady, experienced hand at the 
helm of Bonneville County for the past 
30 years. He became commissioner in 

January 1995 and has served faithfully 
until his upcoming retirement in Janu-
ary 2025, giving him the distinction of 
being the longest serving Bonneville 
County commissioner. Roger has led 
the Bonneville County Board of Com-
missioners as its chairman for the ma-
jority of his time as commissioner. He 
has dedicated those years meaning-
fully, as he has been influential in 
strengthening the fiscal health of the 
county. This financial discipline has 
helped the county provide for neces-
sities and plan for the future, setting it 
on a more secure economic path. 

Throughout, he has lent his experi-
ence in accounting, business, and as a 
college professor to advancing local 
priorities in the county that has grown 
considerably over his tenure. Some of 
the many efforts he moved forward and 
resolved over the years include relo-
cating the Bonneville County Fair-
grounds and selecting judges, to name 
just a couple. When facing considerable 
challenges, he kept a perceptive focus 
on completing the task at hand. His 
work has been marked by principles of 
transparency, treading lightly, forging 
partnerships, aiming for a smooth and 
simple government, and well-reasoned 
decision-making. 

In addition to his service as commis-
sioner, Roger has pursued his passion 
for community service through many 
other capacities. He served in leader-
ship roles for the Idaho Association of 
Counties, including his service as the 
association’s president in 2009. He dedi-
cated 14 years to service on the Cata-
strophic Health Care Cost, CAT, Pro-
gram Board; 4 years to the Supreme 
Court Drug Court Oversight Com-
mittee; 2 years to the Board of Direc-
tors for the National Association of 
Counties; 21 years to the Magistrates 
Commission; and 16 years to the East-
ern Idaho Regional Sewer District. 

Thank you, Roger, for your unwaver-
ing leadership of Bonneville County. 
You can retire knowing you have made 
a lasting, positive impact. And you 
have, undoubtedly, etched a clear ex-
ample of outstanding governance in the 
minds and hearts of all those who have 
been fortunate enough to know you 
and benefit from your service. We wish 
you all the best for a retirement filled 
with more time with your wife, grand-
children, and many other loved ones.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELLIOTT ART 
STUDIO 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Elliott Art Studio of Jeffer-
son, IA, as the Senate Small Business 
of the Week. 

In 2023, Chad and Alyssa Elliott 
opened Elliott Art Studio in Jefferson. 
Chad Elliott, a lifelong artist and 
painter, started creating art as early as 

5 years old. His skills and passion for 
art grew after graduating with a degree 
in ceramics from Graceland University. 
While honing his skills, Chad also dis-
covered a new passion for music, teach-
ing himself guitar and integrating this 
creative outlet into his life as an art-
ist. Today, Chad tours the country as a 
musician, both as a solo artist and as 
one-half of a duo named the Weary 
Ramblers. The Iowa duo was even con-
sidered for seven Grammy nominations 
this year. 

Chad created all of his art in a home 
studio before his family moved to Jef-
ferson in 2023. Inspired by the commu-
nity’s vibrant support for the arts, the 
Elliotts decided to open a brick-and- 
mortar location to create, sell, and 
teach art to aspiring artists. The stu-
dio is sectioned into a gallery in the 
front that displays finished pieces and 
a workshop in the back to develop art. 
The Elliotts also purchased a pottery 
wheel and kiln to create ceramics 
pieces in the studio. The studio has 
grown to become more than an art 
space, hosting concerts with local art-
ists, open mic nights, and song circles. 

Chad and Alyssa manage Elliott Art 
Studio, with their children contrib-
uting their own artwork to the gallery. 
Recently, the couple expanded their 
products to offer hoodies and home 
decor featuring Chad’s designs. They 
also plan to launch painting and pot-
tery classes, as well as artistic work-
shops. 

To give back to the community that 
helped inspire the studio, the Elliotts 
are active in the Jefferson community 
through their involvement on the 
downtown Jefferson business pro-
motions team, which helps support 
small businesses in the community. 
Chad also shares his talents through-
out Iowa, painting murals in Coon Rap-
ids, Spencer, and his hometown of 
Guthrie Center. The business looks for-
ward to celebrating their second anni-
versary in Jefferson in May 2025. 

Elliott Art Studio’s commitment to 
inspire the next generation of Iowa art-
ists is commendable. I want to con-
gratulate the Elliotts for their cre-
ativity and dedication to growing the 
art community, and I look forward to 
seeing their continued growth and suc-
cess in Iowa.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL COURTNEY 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, with my 
colleagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and 
Congressman MIKE SIMPSON, we con-
gratulate and honor the retirement of 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) Twin Falls District Manager Mi-
chael ‘‘Mike’’ Courtney after 33 years 
of faithful service. 

Mike grew up in Twin Falls and at-
tended the University of Idaho, where 
he received a bachelor’s degree in 
rangeland resource management. His 
Federal career started in 1991 as a 
rangeland management specialist and 
wild horse and burro specialist in the 
BLM Salmon District Office. He then 
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