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In my home State of Arkansas, our
State capital also has a memorial dedi-
cated to Medal of Honor recipients. I
hope the monument in D.C., like the
one in Arkansas, can inspire reflection,
patriotism, and gratitude for our Na-
tion’s military heroes.

Last Congress, the Committee on
Natural Resources had the privilege of
hearing from one of the 61 living Medal
of Honor recipients, Master Chief Spe-
cial Warfare Operator Britt Slabinski.
In his inspiring testimony, he reminded
us the Medal of Honor represents those
willing to go above and beyond in any
circumstance, no matter how small.

This monument will serve as an ever-
lasting reminder of this country’s
greatness and the difference that one
single person can make. The legisla-
tion before us today, H.R. 186, would
authorize the location of the National
Medal of Honor Memorial in a promi-
nent location on The National Mall,
with the intent to keep it near the Lin-
coln Memorial as President Lincoln
was the first to give out this special
award.

I was proud to support the original
legislation authorizing this memorial.
I am proud to support this subsequent
legislation today.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
man MOORE for his leadership. I urge
my colleague to support the bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I agree with the
chairman. The Medal of Honor is the
highest military decoration. It is
awarded to brave individuals whose ex-
traordinary acts of valor, selfless serv-
ice, and sacrifice exceed the call of
duty.

In 2021, Congress authorized estab-
lishing a National Medal of Honor
Monument to honor over 3,500 Medal of
Honor recipients from the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast

Guard, ensuring that their courage,
sacrifice, patriotism, citizenship, in-
tegrity, and commitment are shared

for generations to come.

The bill before us today would allow
for this memorial to be placed on The
National Mall in close proximity to the
Lincoln Memorial. That is appropriate,
and Democrats support it.

In December of 1861, as the first bru-
tal year of the Civil War came to an
end, President Lincoln signed a bill au-
thorizing the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents. I think it is appropriate to place
this memorial in the footprint of the
Lincoln Memorial as a fitting tribute
to that legacy.

I thank Representatives MOORE and
VEASEY for their collaboration and
leadership on this legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Before moving on, I do want to men-
tion that there are growing demands
on The National Mall. In 2003, Congress
declared The National Mall a com-
pleted work of civic art and prohibited
future construction of new memorials
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and monuments in the core area known
as the Reserve. As we all know, Con-
gress changes its mind. Since then, it
has agreed to authorize the placement
of several new memorials and for good
reason.

Just last month we approved the
Women’s Suffrage National Monument
sponsored by Representative NEGUSE.
That new memorial will ensure that
women’s stories are better reflected,
filling an important gap that perhaps
was not considered when Congress es-
tablished the Reserve 20-plus years ago.

The National Medal of Honor Monu-
ment is another fitting tribute that de-
serves a place on The National Mall.
We need to be clear-eyed about the fu-
ture of The National Mall. I hope that
this is a conversation we can have this
Congress so that we can continue to
make the best decisions about what
has been dubbed America’s front yard,
one of the most visited and revered
units of the National Park System.

Madam Speaker, I support this bill,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. MOORE), the lead spon-
sor of this bill.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the chairman and the rank-
ing member for the time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Hershel ‘“Woody’’ Williams
National Medal of Honor Monument
Location Act. This bill, which passed
the House unanimously during the
118th Congress, is the final legislative
step to establish a location for a monu-
ment recognizing America’s Medal of
Honor recipients on The National Mall.

Of the estimated 40 million individ-
uals who have served in the United
States Armed Services, fewer than 4,000
have been awarded the Medal of Honor.

President Abraham Lincoln awarded
the first Medals of Honor more than 160
years ago, and it is only fitting that
this monument is located near the Lin-
coln Memorial on The National Mall.

This monument will serve as a re-
minder that freedom is not free, and it
will inspire new generations of Ameri-
cans to revere and support the brave
men and women who we owe our free-
dom to.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 186 to give
America’s heroes and their families a
monument for their sacrifices for our
Nation.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for his hard
work on this legislation. I thank the
gentleman from California and the mi-
nority for supporting it, as well.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I note that this bill
has been named after Hershel ‘““Woody”’
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Williams who, sadly, passed away in
June of 2022. He was known for his ex-
traordinary heroism in the Battle of
Iwo Jima in World War II. At the
young age of 21, he single-handedly
cleared a path for American troops
against Japanese forces in an act of ex-
traordinary bravery.

This is a good bill that honors
Hershel ‘“Woody’’ Williams, our Na-
tion’s heroic Medal of Honor recipients,
and all those who have served. It hon-
ors their memory, remembers their
legacy, and reaffirms our unwavering
commitment to upholding the prin-
ciples for which they fought so val-
iantly.

Madam Speaker, I urge adoption of
the bill, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 186.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR
PUBLIC WATERS ACT OF 2025

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 187) to provide for the
standardization, consolidation, and
publication of data relating to public
outdoor recreational use of Federal wa-
terways among Federal land and water
management agencies, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 187

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Modernizing
Access to our Public Waters Act of 2025 or
the “MAPWaters Act of 2025”°.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTION.—The
term ‘‘Federal fishing restriction” means a
defined area in which all or certain fishing
activities are temporarily or permanently
prohibited or restricted by a Federal land or
water management agency.

(2) FEDERAL LAND OR WATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal land or water
management agency’ means—

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(B) the National Park Service;

(C) the Bureau of Land Management;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

(E) the Forest Service.

(3) FEDERAL WATERWAY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral waterway’’ means waters managed by 1
or more of the relevant Secretaries.

(4) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTION.—The
term ‘‘Federal waterway restriction” means
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a restriction on the access or use of a Fed-
eral waterway applied under applicable law
by 1 or more of the Secretaries.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, and each territory of the United States.
SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY DATA STANDARDIZATION.

Not later than 30 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretaries, in co-
ordination with the Federal Geographic Data
Committee established by section 753(a) of
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 (43
U.S.C. 2802(a)), shall jointly develop and
adopt interagency standards to ensure com-
patibility and interoperability among appli-
cable Federal databases with respect to the
collection and dissemination of geospatial
data relating to public outdoor recreational
access of Federal waterways and Federal
fishing restrictions.

SEC. 4. DATA CONSOLIDATION AND PUBLICA-
TION.

(a) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTIONS.—
Not later than 5 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, each of the Secretaries,
to the maximum extent practicable, shall
digitize and make publicly available online,
as applicable, geographic information sys-
tem data that includes, with respect to Fed-
eral waterway restrictions—

(1) status information with respect to the
conditions under which Federal waterways
are open or closed to entry or watercraft, in-
cluding watercraft inspection, decontamina-
tion requirements, low-elevation aircraft, or
diving;

(2) the dates on which Federal waterways
are seasonally closed to entry or watercraft;

(3) the areas of Federal waterways with re-
strictions on motorized propulsion, horse-
power, or fuel type;

(4) the areas of Federal waterways with an-
choring restrictions, no wake zones, exclu-
sion zones, danger areas, or vessel speed re-
strictions;

(5) Federal waterway restrictions on the
direction of travel, including upstream or
downstream travel; and

(6) the uses, including by watercraft, that
are restricted on each area of a Federal wa-
terway, including the permissibility of—

(A) canoes and other paddlecraft;

(B) rafts and driftboats;

(C) motorboats;

(D) personal watercraft;

(E) airboats;

(F) amphibious aircraft;

(G) hovercraft;

(H) oversnow vehicles and other motorized
vehicles on frozen bodies of water;

(I) oceangoing ships;

(J) swimming; and

(K) other applicable recreational activi-
ties, as determined to be appropriate by the
Secretaries.

(b) FEDERAL WATERWAY ACCESS AND NAVI-
GATION INFORMATION.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, each
of the Secretaries, to the maximum extent
practicable, shall digitize and make publicly
available online, as applicable, geographic
information system data that includes, with
respect to Federal waterway access and navi-
gation information—

(1)(A) the location of boat ramps, portages,
and fishing access sites under the authority
of the Federal land or water management
agency; and

(B) the identification of the dates on which
the facilities and sites identified under sub-
paragraph (A) are open or closed, as applica-
ble; and
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(2) bathymetric
charts, as feasible.

(c) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTIONS.—Not
later than 5 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, each of the Secretaries, to
the maximum extent practicable, shall
digitize and make publicly available online
geographic information system data that de-
scribes, with respect to Federal fishing re-
strictions—

(1) the location and geographic boundaries
of Federal fishing restrictions on rec-
reational and commercial fishing, includ-
ing—

(A) full or partial closures;

(B) no-take zones; and

(C) Federal fishing restrictions within or
surrounding marine protected areas;

(2) Federal fishing restrictions on the use
of specific types of equipment or bait; and

(3) Federal requirements with respect to
catch and release.

(d) PuBLiIc COMMENT.—The Secretaries
shall develop a process to allow members of
the public to submit questions or comments
regarding the information described in sub-
sections (a) and (b).

(e) UPDATES.—The Secretaries, to the max-
imum extent practicable, shall update—

(1) the data described in subsections (a)
and (b) not less frequently than 2 times per
year; and

(2) the data described in subsection (c) in
real time as changes go into effect.

(f) EXCLUSION.—This section shall not
apply to irrigation canals and flowage ease-
ments.

(g) DISCLOSURE.—ANy geographic informa-
tion system data made publicly available
under this section shall not disclose informa-
tion regarding the nature, location, char-
acter, or ownership of historic, paleontolog-
ical, or archaeological resources, consistent
with applicable law.

SEC. 5. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION.

(a) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY
PROVIDERS.—For purposes of carrying out
this Act, the Secretaries may—

(1) coordinate and partner with non-Fed-
eral agencies and private sector and non-
profit partners, including—

(A) State natural resource agencies;

(B) Tribal natural resource agencies;

(C) technology companies;

(D) geospatial data companies; and

(E) experts in data science, analytics, and
operations research; and

(2) enter into an agreement with a third
party to carry out any provision of this Act.

(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—
The Secretaries may work with the Director
of the United States Geological Survey to
collect, aggregate, digitize, standardize, and
publish data on behalf of the Secretaries to
meet the requirements of this Act.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—With respect to data de-
veloped and distributed under this Act, the
Secretaries shall—

(1) develop the data in accordance with ap-
plicable Federal, State, and Tribal laws (in-
cluding regulations); and

(2) include a notice that any geospatial
data are subject to applicable Federal, State,
and Tribal laws (including regulations).

(d) EXISTING EFFORTS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary concerned shall use or
incorporate existing applicable data, maps,
and resources in carrying out this Act, in-
cluding data, maps, and resources developed
and published under—

(1) the Modernizing Access to Our Public
Land Act (16 U.S.C. 6851 et seq.);

(2) section 103 of division DD of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (43 U.S.C.
776); or

(3) other applicable law.

SEC. 6. REPORTS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act and annually thereafter

information and depth
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through March 30, 2034, the Secretaries shall
submit a report that describes the progress
made by the Secretaries with respect to
meeting the requirements of this Act to—

(1) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives;

(2) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(3) the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives;

(4) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and

(56) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate.

SEC. 7. EFFECT.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) modifies or alters the definition of the
term ‘‘navigable waters’ under Federal law;

(2) affects the jurisdiction or authority of
State or Federal agencies to regulate navi-
gable waters;

(3) modifies or alters the authority or ju-
risdiction of Federal or State agencies to
manage fisheries; or

(4) authorizes or is intended to result in a
change in the accessibility of waters open to
hunting, fishing, or other forms of outdoor
recreation as of the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 187,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 187, the Modernizing Access to Our
Public Waters Act, or MAPWaters Act,
sponsored by Congressman MOORE of
Utah.

This bill seeks to improve rec-
reational access for our country’s boat-
ers and anglers by requiring agencies
to digitize the maps of Federal water-
ways and information related to the
regulations and restrictions on access-
ing those waterways.

The bill then calls upon Federal land
management agencies to publish this
information online and work with the
private sector to make it easily avail-
able to the public. This bill is nec-
essary because access to information
related to regulations and restrictions
on Federal waterways can often be
hard to come by.

The Natural Resources Committee
heard testimony about a specific exam-
ple of an unfortunate situation at Yel-
lowstone National Park. A group of
backpackers were hiking to a remote
lake in the park where the group
planned to fish. Upon arriving at the
lake, they discovered that half the lake
was off-limits to fishing because of
nesting swans. The half of the lake
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that was closed to fishing was the part
of the lake where they were permitted
to fish.

This is unacceptable. Passing this
bill would prevent incidents like this
by ensuring this information is easily
available to the public.

The House passed a nearly identical
version of this bill by voice vote in De-
cember. The bill language we are con-
sidering today incorporates technical
edits that have been agreed to with the
Senate, helping to ensure that this bill
can advance through both Chambers in
a timely fashion.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, January 10, 2025.

Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
187, the ‘“‘MAPWaters Act.” Thank you for
collaborating with the Committee on Agri-
culture on the matters within our jurisdic-
tion.

The Committee on Agriculture will forego
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any
subject matter contained in this or similar
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture
also reserves the right to seek appointment
of an appropriate number of conferees should
it become necessary and ask that you sup-
port such a request.

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 187 and request a copy of our
letters on this matter be published in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD during Floor consid-
eration.

Sincerely,
GLENN ‘“‘GT”’ THOMPSON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, January 13, 2025.
Hon. GLENN ‘‘G'T”” THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding our
mutual understanding of H.R. 187, the
“MAPWaters Act.”

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the
Committee on Agriculture will not formally
consider H.R. 187 and agree that the inaction
of your Committee with respect to the bill
does not waive any jurisdiction over the sub-
ject matter contained therein.

I am pleased to support your request to
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our
exchange of letters is included in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD during floor consider-
ation of the bill. I appreciate your coopera-
tion regarding this legislation.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I support this bill.
It is a good idea to standardize infor-
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mation to improve the accessibility of
that information if we want to help
users, such as recreational fishers,
navigate and access Federal water-
ways. This includes access, fishing re-
strictions, and navigation information,
which are all very important.

On the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, we strive to ensure that Fed-
eral outdoor spaces are accessible to
fishers, hunters, boaters, and other rec-
reational users. It is important that
they have up-to-date, easily accessible
maps. This will allow us to improve
outdoor recreation experiences while
protecting existing natural, cultural,
and recreational values.

To that end, this bill will direct
agencies to develop and adopt inter-
agency standards, ensuring that their
databases are compatible and inter-
operable. They can more effectively
collect and disseminate geospatial data
to help inform folks about recreational
opportunities.

I see multiple important applications
for collecting and publishing this data.
It could include vessel speed restric-
tions, the types of watercraft allowed
in certain areas, the location of boat
ramps, fishing sites, equipment and
bait usage restrictions, and even water-
way catch and release policies which
can vary from place to place.

By standardizing and digitizing all of
this, it gives Americans the informa-
tion they need and the confidence to
engage in recreation without the night-
mare of searching through and trying
to decipher a tangled web of informa-
tion on numerous agency websites.

Madam Speaker, this is a good bill. I
support this bill. I urge my colleagues
to support it, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, I again thank Rep-
resentative MOORE from Utah for his
work on this bill and as a Member of
this body to increase recreational ac-
cess to our public lands. It is some-
thing he cares deeply about. I thank
Mr. HUFFMAN and the minority for sup-
porting this good legislation.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of my bill, the Modernizing
Access to Public Waters, or MAPWaters Act.

This legislation builds upon the success of
my MAPLand Act, enacted in 2022, and MAP
Army Corps language included in last year’s
Water Resources Development Act to ensure
Americans can quickly see the public re-
sources around them and spend more time re-
creating on the land and water they love.

The MAPWaters Act will improve the stand-
ardization, consolidation, and availability of in-
formation on the recreational opportunities on
Federal waterways, allowing recreationalists in
Utah and around the country with the most up-
to-date information on what is available to
them.

In addition to providing chances for families
to experience the outdoors and instill a love of
nature in new generations, recreational boat-
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ing and fishing are major drivers of Utah’s
economy, contributing over $536 million in
2023.

As our love for the outdoors continues to
grow, accessing these public treasures should
be as easy as possible.

| thank my friends Mr. PANETTA from Cali-
fornia, Mr. FULCHER from Idaho, and Mrs. DIN-
GELL from Michigan, as well as our Senate
companions, Senators BARRASSO and KING,
for partnering with me on this effort. | urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 187.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 187, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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SUPPORTING THE HEALTH OF
AQUATIC SYSTEMS THROUGH

RESEARCH KNOWLEDGE AND EN-
HANCED DIALOGUE ACT OF 2025

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 207) to direct the Sec-
retary of Commerce to establish a task
force regarding shark depredation, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 207

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Supporting
the Health of Aquatic systems through Re-
search Knowledge and Enhanced Dialogue
Act of 2025 or the “SHARKED Act of 2025.
SEC. 2. SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE AND

RESEARCH PROJECTS.

(a) SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall establish a task force (referred
to in this subsection as the ‘‘task force’’) to
identify and address critical needs with re-
spect to shark depredation.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall appoint individuals to the task
force, including—

(A) 1 representative from—

(i) each Regional Fishery Management
Council established under section 302(a)(1) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1852(a)(1));

(ii) each Marine Fisheries Commission, as
such term is defined in section 3 of the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1802);

(iii) the fish and wildlife agency of a coast-
al State from each Regional Fishery Man-
agement Council established under section
302(a)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1852(a)(1)); and

(iv) the National Marine Fisheries Service;
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