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Mses. MCCLELLAN and JOHNSON of
Texas changed their vote from ‘‘yea’
to ‘“‘nay.”

Mr. VEASEY changed his vote from
una,yﬂ to uyea.w

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | recently
gave birth and am unable to travel to D.C. to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 42.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 32. An act to clarify where court may be
held for certain district courts in Texas and
California.

———

SUPPORTING ORPHAN WELL
GRANT FLEXIBILITY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
my bipartisan bill, the Orphan Well
Grant Flexibility Act. We all know
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that orphaned wells, either unplugged
or improperly plugged, can pose serious
environmental health risks to sur-
rounding communities.

In Pennsylvania alone, there are
more than 27,000 documented aban-
doned and orphan oil gas wells across
the State. This is not just a Pennsyl-
vania issue, however, as abandoned
wells are found across the country.

The Orphan Well Grant Flexibility
Act, which I introduced alongside my
colleague, Congressman DELUZIO from
Pennsylvania, will empower States to
maximize their flexibility when plug-
ging abandoned oil wells and cut red
tape to accelerate environmental reha-
bilitation.

We have many of the resources we
need to plug these wells. It is our job to
ensure they are able to be used for
their intended purpose. I thank Con-
gressman DELUZIO for joining me in
leading this critical effort. I encourage
all my colleagues to support this legis-
lation.

———

UNHOUSED TRAGEDY

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share the words of a mother in Detroit
who today said she was sorry but she
tried. She is talking about the fact
that she was evicted. A mother of five,
she had no choice but to park her
minivan in the parking lot of down-
town Detroit on one of our coldest
nights. She lost two of her children, a
2-year-old and a 9-year-old. They froze
to death in the car.

We know that last year we saw a
record 18 percent rise in homelessness
in our country. Nearly 150,000 children
are unhoused every night. We know,
again, that our country spends trillions
of dollars, though, on weapons and war,
while children freeze to death in our
country.

It is estimated that ending homeless-
ness in our country could cost as little
as $11 billion. The Pentagon spends $12
billion a year on F-35 jets that can’t
even fly in the rain. Our priorities are
fundamentally broken.

I want to tell Ms. Williams we failed
her. She should not be apologizing be-
cause she tried. We are not trying hard
enough here in this institution to pro-
tect her and her children.

HONORING THELMA BAKER

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary life
of Thelma Baker. Thelma is what one
might call a local legend, both in Mis-
soula County where she made her home
and across the Treasure State.

To some, she was known as the owner
and proprietor of the Thunderbird and
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Canyon Motels, to others a great-great-
grandmother. Those are two greats for
the folks keeping track at home.

The Thelma I knew was a tireless ad-
vocate for conservative causes, who
lived a life of dedicated service to her
community, to her State, and to her
country. She was a voting member of
the Montana electoral college since
2000 and was actively involved with
local organizations like the University
of Montana Grizzly Athletic Associa-
tion, Copper Connections, and the Mis-
soula Chamber of Commerce.

Thelma lived the life of a model cit-
izen, and generations of Montanans
will be better off for her devotion to
civic engagement and community in-
volvement.

May her memory be a blessing.

——

GEORGIA’S UNION CITY NAMED
CITY OF CIVILITY

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Union City, Geor-
gia, for being named a City of Civility
by the Georgia Municipal Association.

Union City has adopted a civility res-
olution and a pledge built on active lis-
tening, empathy, and respect for dif-
fering opinions, efforts which, to quote
from their materials: Encourage ‘‘re-
spectful and constructive dialogue’ in
public spaces.

We, this body, must work harder
than ever before to improve our civic
and political discourse. Recalling the
words of President Abraham Lincoln in
his first inaugural address: May we not
let passion break our bonds of affec-
tion, that we be touched by the better
angels of our nature.

I am proud that leaders in my dis-
trict in Georgia are setting this exam-
ple for the entire Nation. I congratu-
late Mayor Williams and the Union
City Council for earning this distin-
guished recognition.

——
GIVING POWER TO PARENTS

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend President Trump for his
steps to close down the Department of
Education and to return power back to
the parents. For too long the Depart-
ment of Education has overstepped its
bounds, imposing top-down policies
that have done more harm than good.

Since its creation, this bureaucracy
has grown into a bloated, unaccount-
able institution that prioritizes Fed-
eral control over the actual needs of
our children. It has drained billions of
taxpayer dollars, while delivering little
in the way of education. Sadly, we have
declining test scores, a one-size-fits-all
curriculum, and policies that have
often placed ideology over learning.
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It is time to recognize that the Fed-
eral Government does not know what
is best for our sons and daughters. De-
cisions about education should be made
at the State and local level by those
who are closest to the students, not by
bureaucrats in Washington. Elimi-
nating the Department of Education
isn’t radical. It is common sense.

I thank President Trump for stand-
ing up for all the parents and students
across this Nation.

RECOGNIZING THE INSPIRATIONAL
WORK OF LEAP YOUTH ALLIANCE

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the inspirational
work of the LEAP Youth Alliance in
my district.

LEAP stands for leadership, edu-
cation, advocacy, and prevention. This
coalition of teens works to educate
their friends and peers about how to
lead healthy, happy, and substance-free
lives. Today’s teens confront higher
rates of anxiety, depression, and other
mental health challenges than previous
generations, leading some to use e-
cigarettes, alcohol, and other harmful
substances in order to cope.

It is a disturbing trend, and we must
work together, using every tool in our
toolbox to reverse it. As a leader in the
Congressional Mental Health Caucus, I
am working to find solutions and pass
legislation that will break the stigma
and make healthcare more affordable
and accessible for our youth, but I can-
not do it alone.

That is why I was honored to meet
with members of LEAP in my D.C. of-
fice where I learned more about how
they lead by example and encourage
their peers to take control of their
lives and health. I am so proud of these
young changemakers who truly make a
difference in our community.

They will keep up the good work, and
I look forward to partnering with them
to raise awareness and connect teens
with the mental health care and re-
sources they need to thrive.

HOLDING ILLEGAL ALIENS
ACCOUNTABLE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, too many Americans
have lost their lives due to illegal
aliens engaging in high-speed chases.

This week highlights the Agent Raul
Gonzalez Officer Safety Act led by Con-
gressman JUAN CISCOMANI. This bill
creates criminal offenses when driving
a vehicle within 100 miles of the south-
ern border, while fleeing from Border
Patrol. Consequences include severe
jail time with prohibition from receiv-
ing legal status.
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Under the leadership of President
Trump, Republicans are sending a clear
message. When Americans are at risk,
they will be protected.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump is reinstituting laws to protect
American families with peace through
strength.

The world is inspired by the patriots
demonstrating in Tbilisi, Republic of
Georgia for fair and free elections. Le-
gitimate President Salome
Zourabichvili is tireless for the people
of Georgia opposing the rigged elec-
tions for President in Georgia.

——
0 1100

HARMFUL ACTIONS BY ELON
MUSK

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today because a billionaire with
unchecked power is calling the shots in
our government.

I am outraged that President Trump
is enabling this unelected billionaire
donor Musk to wreak havoc on our
Federal workers, dismantle critical
Federal agencies, and even gain access
to the personal data of millions of
Americans without any vetting, secu-
rity clearance, or congressional ap-
proval.

The richest man in the world should
not have access to our payment sys-
tems for him to decide whether you
should or should not receive payments
such as Social Security benefits or
Medicaid.

For the past few weeks, my office has
been flooded with messages from con-
cerned constituents wondering about
the impact that Trump and Musk’s ac-
tions will have on their lives.

While Republicans and Trump look
with a blind eye, Musk exploits the
system for his own benefit. I refuse to
stay silent. Billionaires like him may
think they can buy our democracy,
but, we, the people, will fight back.

———
PUSH FOR TRANSPARENCY

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
come from the great State of Florida,
and we believe in government and
spending in the sunshine.

As a leader in the Florida Senate, we
created a website that allowed for
every dollar to be seen how it is spent,
how every contract is spent, not just
for government officials. Every Flo-
ridian, every American, can look at
how their dollars are being spent. They
deserve to know. They are the ones
who earn the money to pay those taxes.
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It is an American issue, especially
considering the fact that our prices
have gone up over the last 4 years by 20
and 30 percent, and they are hearing
about these nefarious acts in which,
let’s just say, money is spent on ques-
tionable items, to be generous.

We must continue to fight for trans-
parency to make sure every tax dollar
is spent in a wise fashion. More impor-
tantly, Americans deserve to know
with a website that shows everyone
where those dollars are spent.

————
SECURING ARTICLE I AUTHORITY

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 7, Members of the United States
House of Representatives were denied
access to the Department of Education.
In recent weeks, Members have also
been denied access to other Federal
agencies, including USAID, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, and the EPA.

Members of Congress are a branch of
the Federal Government and should be
allowed to legally access Federal build-
ings. Through Article I of the Constitu-
tion, we are a co-equal partner and
have the same authority to check and
balance the other branches.

I introduced the All Access Act, with
44 of my colleagues, to ensure Members
of Congress have access to Federal
buildings upon showing a valid Member
ID. Even Republicans should agree that
this separation of power should be pro-
tected.

I ask my colleagues to join me in se-
curing our Article I authority and pro-
tecting the ability to do our jobs that
we were elected to do.

————
HONORING GREG PARKER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Greg Parker, a
visionary leader and dedicated philan-
thropist, as he celebrates 50 years as
CEO of Parker’s Kitchen.

Mr. Parker went from operating a
single store in Midway, Georgia, to
running a thriving business with near-
ly 100 locations, embodying the spirit
of hard work, innovation, and commu-
nity service.

In 1975, he opened his first store,
working every role from pumping gas
to cooking food. He built Parker’s
Kitchen into a household name across
Georgia and South Carolina. Even
today, he remains hands on, stocking
shelves and engaging with customers.

Mr. Parker pioneered a customer loy-
alty program that has saved customers
millions in credit card fees. He also in-
troduced an Al-powered smart kitchen
to improve efficiency and reduce waste.

The Parker’s Community Fund fo-
cuses on four key pillars: healthcare,
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