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on this effort, making convicted
fraudsters ineligible for Federal small
business assistance.

Mr. Speaker, as someone who has
driven a payroll for over 30 years, I
cannot express how important this leg-
islation is at this moment. We love and
support our small businesses with all
that we have.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. OLSZEWSKI).

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing. I also thank the chairman for
bringing this legislation forward along
with my colleague from California (Ms.
SIMON).

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Assisting Small Busi-
nesses Not Fraudsters Act, legislation
that will help ensure that small busi-
nesses who need and deserve support
get it, while cutting out fraudsters
seeking to exploit wvital relief pro-
grams.

Small businesses are the backbone of
our economy. They create jobs, they
foster innovation, and they drive our
local communities forward. They
should be who we lift up and support,
and they rightly are the beneficiaries
of many Small Business Administra-
tion programs.

However, far too often, we have
scammers taking advantage of these
worthy programs. We saw this, for ex-
ample, during the COVID-19 pandemic,
when the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram, Economic Injury Disaster Loan
Program, and other relief funds were a
lifeline for so many, but were also ex-
ploited by bad actors to the tune of an
estimated $36 billion.

This bill ensures that will no longer
happen again. It protects taxpayer dol-
lars, ensuring that they go where Con-
gress intended: only to the legitimate
small businesses of our country.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for bringing this forward. Government
efficiency is a good thing, but there is
a right way to go about it and a legal
way to go about it. This bill is a great
example of a bipartisan way to go for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, and I am
prepared to close.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
gladly rise in support of this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 825.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCACY
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2025

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 832) to clarify the
primary functions and duties of the Of-
fice of Advocacy of the Small Business
Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 832

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Advocacy Improvements Act of 2025°.
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO PRIMARY FUNCTIONS

AND DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF AD-

VOCACY OF THE SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION.

(a) PRIMARY FUNCTIONS.—Section 202 of
Public Law 94-305 (15 U.S.C. 634b) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and the
international economy’’ after ‘‘economy’’;

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘com-
plete’” and inserting ‘‘compete’’; and

(3) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘serviced-
disabled’ and inserting ‘‘service-disabled’’.

(b) DUTIES.—Section 203(a) of Public Law
94-305 (15 U.S.C. 634c) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(T) represent the views and interests of
small businesses before foreign governments
and international entities for the purpose of
contributing to regulatory and trade initia-
tives which may affect small businesses.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.
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Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
bill, H.R. 832, better known as the
Small Business Advocacy Improve-
ments Act.

I thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives VAN DREW, TRAN, and
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GOODLANDER, for joining me in support
of this critical legislation.

By design, the SBA Office of Advo-
cacy acts as the independent voice rep-
resenting the views and interests of all
small businesses within the Federal
Government. This means calling atten-
tion to harmful regulations and ineffi-
cient rules preventing small businesses
from competing for government con-
tracts.

This legislation would clarify the
functions and duties of the SBA Office
of Advocacy when advocating for small
businesses on the world stage, specifi-
cally when regulatory international
trade initiatives are being developed.

Small business voices can easily be
drowned out during these important
conversations. This legislation fixes
that problem by ensuring the views of
Main Street are represented and heard
before foreign governments and inter-
national entities.

My hope this Congress is that we can
continue to look for bipartisan ways to
make the SBA Office of Advocacy more
effective in helping our American
small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
832, the Small Business Advocacy Im-
provements Act of 2025.

The Office of Advocacy was estab-
lished in 1976 to be an independent
voice for small businesses within the
Federal Government and is tasked with
representing the views of small busi-
nesses before Congress, the White
House, and other Federal agencies.

The office has regional advocates on
the ground that provide outreach to
small businesses, local chambers of
commerce, and other associations to
hear firsthand the concerns of small
businesses. It works closely with Fed-
eral agencies to elevate these concerns
throughout the rulemaking process.

Over the years, their work has saved
small businesses billions in regulatory
costs while still accomplishing the im-
portant goals of the regulations. How-
ever, their charter does not specifically
state that they have the authority to
represent the views and interests of
small businesses before foreign govern-
ments and international entities.

As our economy has become increas-
ingly more interconnected and more
small businesses are tapping into inter-
national markets, it makes sense to
give the office the authority to advo-
cate on behalf of small businesses over-
seas.

The Office of Advocacy has proven to
be a strong proponent for small busi-
nesses in the Federal Government and
is well-poised to promote their views in
the international regulatory arena.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. WILLIAMS,
Mr. TRAN, Mr. VAN DREW, and Ms.
GOODLANDER for their bipartisan work
on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. TRAN).

Mr. TRAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to support H.R. 832, the Small Business
Advocacy Improvements Act.

This bipartisan bill would provide
small businesses with improved access
to international markets by expanding
the function and duties of SBA’s Office
of Advocacy.

In particular, the bill authorizes the
office to represent the views and inter-
ests of small businesses in inter-
national discussions and analyze inter-
national economic data for the benefit
of America’s small business owners.

As the world becomes more and more
connected, participating in the global
economy is vital to small businesses’
success.

I proudly represent California’s 45th
Congressional District, an inter-
national hub for America’s small busi-
nesses. Businesses in my district con-
nect with diverse companies and inter-
national markets every day and are a
dynamic part of the economic engine
driving southern California. Over 90,000
small businesses call Orange County
home, including many in Little Saigon,
where exporting and importing goods
and working with partners overseas is
an important part of their success and
allows them to grow.

This bill would ensure that small
businesses have a strong voice advo-
cating on their behalf regarding inter-
national matters and help us to better
understand how international econo-
mies impact our Nation’s small busi-
nesses.

I am proud to be a co-lead on this
bill, and I thank Chairman WILLIAMS
and Ranking Member VELAZQUEZ for
working together to advance this bill
to the floor, as well as my colleagues
Congressman VAN DREW from New Jer-
sey and Congresswoman GOODLANDER
from New Hampshire, for working with
me to improve SBA’s Office of Advo-
cacy.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important bipartisan bill.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New Hampshire (Ms.
GOODLANDER).

Ms. GOODLANDER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today as the proud great-grand-
daughter, granddaughter, and daughter
of New Hampshire small business own-
ers. I proudly represent New Hampshire
on the Small Business Committee here
in the House of Representatives, and
today, I am very proud to be a cospon-
sor of this important bipartisan legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
832, the Small Business Advocacy Im-
provements Act. I am very proud to be
doing this together with Chairman
WILLIAMS, Congressman VAN DREW, and
Congressman TRAN.
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My family’s small business story is
an American story. It is a New Hamp-
shire story. My home State is home to
more than 136,000 small businesses.
That is 99 percent of all New Hamp-
shire businesses and more than 305,000
small business employees.

Small businesses are truly the beat-
ing heart of New Hampshire’s economy,
from our cutting-edge aerospace and
life sciences companies to our retailers
on Main Streets. From my hometown,
Nashua, all the way up to the North
Country, New Hampshire small busi-
nesses are truly world class.

At a moment when big businesses in
our economy are more consolidated
than ever before in so many industries,
small businesses are living through
some of the most truly uncertain times
in American history, from the threats
of Federal funding freezes to the
threats of trade wars against our
neighbors and allies.

In Congress, I am fighting every sin-
gle day to ensure that New Hampshire
small businesses get true advocates
and a seat at the table in trade nego-
tiations and discussions that impact
our international and interconnected
economy. I am looking for a level play-
ing field for small businesses to com-
pete and equal access to critical Fed-
eral resources.

I have traveled all across New Hamp-
shire and heard directly from small
business owners and employees about
the concerns they have about the use
of tariffs, which are an important tool
in leveling the economic playing field,
but they will have a real impact on our
small businesses in New Hampshire.

I am really proud to be a part of co-
sponsoring this legislation because
what it is going to be is a common-
sense solution to empower an impor-
tant office within the Small Business
Administration, the Office of Advo-
cacy, to represent small businesses on
international issues.

It is a critically important seat at
the table for our small businesses at a
time when they need advocates here in
Congress and throughout the executive
branch.

I am very proud to be a part of this
legislation, and I thank Mr. Chairman
and Ranking Member VELAZQUEZ for
keeping the Small Business Committee
one of the most bipartisan committees
in Congress.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I am prepared to close, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on
H.R. 832, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LALOTA). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 832.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

SMALL BUSINESS PROCUREMENT
AND UTILIZATION REFORM ACT
OF 2025

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 818) to amend the
Small Business Act to include require-
ments relating to new small business
entrants in the scorecard program, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 818

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Procurement and Utilization Reform
Act of 2025 or the “SPUR Act’.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO SCORECARD RE-
QUIREMENTS.

Section 15(y) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 644(y)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as
subparagraph (F); and

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraph:

‘“(E) The number of new small business en-
trants, including new small business en-
trants that are small business concerns
owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans, qualified HUBZone small business
concerns, small business concerns owned and
controlled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, and small business
concerns owned and controlled by women
awarded prime contracts in each North
American Industry Classification System
code during the fiscal year, and a comparison
to the number awarded prime contracts dur-
ing the prior fiscal year, if available.”’;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘subpara-
graphs (B) through (E) of paragraph (2)” and
inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (B) through (F) of
paragraph (2)”’; and

(3) by amending paragraph (6) to read as
follows:

‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) NEW SMALL BUSINESS ENTRANT.—The
term ‘new small business entrant’ means a
small business concern that—

‘(i) has been awarded a prime contract by
a Federal agency; and

‘‘(ii) has not previously been awarded a
prime contract by any Federal agency.

‘“(B) SCORECARD.—The term ‘scorecard’
means any summary using a rating system
to evaluate the efforts of a Federal agency to
meet goals established under subsection
(2)(1)(B) that—

‘(i) includes the measures described in
paragraph (2); and

‘‘(ii) assigns a score to each Federal agency
evaluated.”.

SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

No additional amounts are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this Act or the
amendments made by this Act.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T16:33:32-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




