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Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TRAN). 

Mr. TRAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to support H.R. 832, the Small Business 
Advocacy Improvements Act. 

This bipartisan bill would provide 
small businesses with improved access 
to international markets by expanding 
the function and duties of SBA’s Office 
of Advocacy. 

In particular, the bill authorizes the 
office to represent the views and inter-
ests of small businesses in inter-
national discussions and analyze inter-
national economic data for the benefit 
of America’s small business owners. 

As the world becomes more and more 
connected, participating in the global 
economy is vital to small businesses’ 
success. 

I proudly represent California’s 45th 
Congressional District, an inter-
national hub for America’s small busi-
nesses. Businesses in my district con-
nect with diverse companies and inter-
national markets every day and are a 
dynamic part of the economic engine 
driving southern California. Over 90,000 
small businesses call Orange County 
home, including many in Little Saigon, 
where exporting and importing goods 
and working with partners overseas is 
an important part of their success and 
allows them to grow. 

This bill would ensure that small 
businesses have a strong voice advo-
cating on their behalf regarding inter-
national matters and help us to better 
understand how international econo-
mies impact our Nation’s small busi-
nesses. 

I am proud to be a co-lead on this 
bill, and I thank Chairman WILLIAMS 
and Ranking Member VELÁZQUEZ for 
working together to advance this bill 
to the floor, as well as my colleagues 
Congressman VAN DREW from New Jer-
sey and Congresswoman GOODLANDER 
from New Hampshire, for working with 
me to improve SBA’s Office of Advo-
cacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important bipartisan bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New Hampshire (Ms. 
GOODLANDER). 

Ms. GOODLANDER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as the proud great-grand-
daughter, granddaughter, and daughter 
of New Hampshire small business own-
ers. I proudly represent New Hampshire 
on the Small Business Committee here 
in the House of Representatives, and 
today, I am very proud to be a cospon-
sor of this important bipartisan legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
832, the Small Business Advocacy Im-
provements Act. I am very proud to be 
doing this together with Chairman 
WILLIAMS, Congressman VAN DREW, and 
Congressman TRAN. 

My family’s small business story is 
an American story. It is a New Hamp-
shire story. My home State is home to 
more than 136,000 small businesses. 
That is 99 percent of all New Hamp-
shire businesses and more than 305,000 
small business employees. 

Small businesses are truly the beat-
ing heart of New Hampshire’s economy, 
from our cutting-edge aerospace and 
life sciences companies to our retailers 
on Main Streets. From my hometown, 
Nashua, all the way up to the North 
Country, New Hampshire small busi-
nesses are truly world class. 

At a moment when big businesses in 
our economy are more consolidated 
than ever before in so many industries, 
small businesses are living through 
some of the most truly uncertain times 
in American history, from the threats 
of Federal funding freezes to the 
threats of trade wars against our 
neighbors and allies. 

In Congress, I am fighting every sin-
gle day to ensure that New Hampshire 
small businesses get true advocates 
and a seat at the table in trade nego-
tiations and discussions that impact 
our international and interconnected 
economy. I am looking for a level play-
ing field for small businesses to com-
pete and equal access to critical Fed-
eral resources. 

I have traveled all across New Hamp-
shire and heard directly from small 
business owners and employees about 
the concerns they have about the use 
of tariffs, which are an important tool 
in leveling the economic playing field, 
but they will have a real impact on our 
small businesses in New Hampshire. 

I am really proud to be a part of co-
sponsoring this legislation because 
what it is going to be is a common-
sense solution to empower an impor-
tant office within the Small Business 
Administration, the Office of Advo-
cacy, to represent small businesses on 
international issues. 

It is a critically important seat at 
the table for our small businesses at a 
time when they need advocates here in 
Congress and throughout the executive 
branch. 

I am very proud to be a part of this 
legislation, and I thank Mr. Chairman 
and Ranking Member VELÁZQUEZ for 
keeping the Small Business Committee 
one of the most bipartisan committees 
in Congress. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I am prepared to close, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 832, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LALOTA). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 832. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS PROCUREMENT 
AND UTILIZATION REFORM ACT 
OF 2025 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 818) to amend the 
Small Business Act to include require-
ments relating to new small business 
entrants in the scorecard program, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 818 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Procurement and Utilization Reform 
Act of 2025’’ or the ‘‘SPUR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO SCORECARD RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
Section 15(y) of the Small Business Act (15 

U.S.C. 644(y)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as 

subparagraph (F); and 
(B) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the 

following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(E) The number of new small business en-

trants, including new small business en-
trants that are small business concerns 
owned and controlled by service-disabled 
veterans, qualified HUBZone small business 
concerns, small business concerns owned and 
controlled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, and small business 
concerns owned and controlled by women 
awarded prime contracts in each North 
American Industry Classification System 
code during the fiscal year, and a comparison 
to the number awarded prime contracts dur-
ing the prior fiscal year, if available.’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘subpara-
graphs (B) through (E) of paragraph (2)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (B) through (F) of 
paragraph (2)’’; and 

(3) by amending paragraph (6) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) NEW SMALL BUSINESS ENTRANT.—The 

term ‘new small business entrant’ means a 
small business concern that— 

‘‘(i) has been awarded a prime contract by 
a Federal agency; and 

‘‘(ii) has not previously been awarded a 
prime contract by any Federal agency. 

‘‘(B) SCORECARD.—The term ‘scorecard’ 
means any summary using a rating system 
to evaluate the efforts of a Federal agency to 
meet goals established under subsection 
(g)(1)(B) that— 

‘‘(i) includes the measures described in 
paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(ii) assigns a score to each Federal agency 
evaluated.’’. 
SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO. 

No additional amounts are authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this Act or the 
amendments made by this Act. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in full support of 
H.R. 818, the SPUR Act, led by my col-
leagues Representatives STAUBER, 
CISNEROS, and PEREZ. 

The SPUR Act is crucial in assessing 
the Federal Government’s progress in 
bringing in new companies and expand-
ing the industrial base. 

Understanding the number of new 
small businesses engaged in govern-
ment contracting will highlight the 
concerning decline in industrial base 
participation and track agencies’ 
progress on rebuilding it. 

Small businesses are an essential 
component of the United States indus-
trial base. Despite their importance, 
over the last few decades, small busi-
nesses have been squeezed out of the 
industrial base at an alarming rate, 
with nearly half of the businesses leav-
ing over the past 10 years. This threat-
ens America’s economic interests and 
strategic readiness, which must be 
remedied. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for H.R. 818, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tives STAUBER and CISNEROS for their 
work to bring this important bipar-
tisan legislation to the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress and the execu-
tive branch have carefully crafted fair 
and deliberate policies to ensure that 
small businesses can compete for Fed-
eral contracts. 

These policies, including and espe-
cially the small business procurement 
goals and set-aside authorities, have 
leveled the playing field for small busi-
nesses and enabled their participation 
in the Federal marketplace. They have 
a proven record of success. 

Federal agencies award a record 
amount of contracting dollars to small 
businesses each year. However, many 
other factors, complexities, and poli-
cies, like category management and 
overly strict past performance require-
ments, are countering the impact of 
these programs. As a result, the gov-
ernment has over 40 percent fewer 

small businesses in its ecosystem than 
it did just a decade ago. 

These trends mean that fewer small 
businesses are getting larger contracts 
and that contracts are becoming out of 
reach for many small businesses, espe-
cially those that are not already gov-
ernment contractors. 

This legislation is a productive step 
that will help break that cycle. The 
SPUR Act will require SBA to take 
into account new small business gov-
ernment contractors when grading a 
Federal agency’s performance toward 
meeting its small business goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. STAUBER). 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill, the 
Small Business Procurement and Utili-
zation Reform Act, also known as the 
SPUR Act. 

I will begin by thanking my col-
leagues and friends from California and 
Washington, respectively, Representa-
tives CISNEROS and GLUESENKAMP 
PEREZ, for their support of this legisla-
tion. 

Small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy. They are the innovators, 
the job creators, and the driving force 
behind economic growth. 

In Minnesota, small businesses ac-
count for over 99 percent of all busi-
nesses and employ over half of the 
workforce. It is no exaggeration to say 
that the success of our economy is tied 
to the success of our small businesses. 

Despite government set-asides meant 
to help small businesses compete, par-
ticipation in Federal contracting has 
dropped by 50 percent over the past 
decade. That means fewer small busi-
nesses are securing Federal contracts, 
and fewer are benefiting from the op-
portunity to grow and innovate. 

The Federal Government is the larg-
est purchaser of goods and services in 
the world. If we are serious about sup-
porting small businesses, we need to 
ensure they have a fair shot at com-
peting for these contracts. 

b 1630 

Right now, the scorecard system 
measures whether agencies are meeting 
their small business contracting goals, 
but it fails to consider how many of 
those contracts go to first-time partici-
pants. Without this data, we don’t 
know if new small businesses are suc-
cessfully entering the marketplace or 
if the same firms are winning contracts 
year after year. 

If small businesses can’t break into 
Federal contracting, innovation is sti-
fled, costs for taxpayers increase, and 
American entrepreneurs lose out on op-
portunities to grow. 

My bill, the SPUR Act, addresses this 
issue by requiring the SBA to track 
and report the number of new small 
business participants into the Federal 

procurement space. This simple but 
crucial change will ensure that small 
businesses, especially new and growing 
ones, have a fair shot at competing. 

Too many Federal agencies fall short 
of their small business contracting 
goals, leaving billions of dollars in con-
tracts out of reach for American entre-
preneurs. The SPUR Act will provide 
transparency and accountability, en-
suring that the Federal Government is 
doing its part to support small busi-
nesses. I urge my colleagues to support 
this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, you are from the great 
State of New York. Forty-five years 
ago tonight, Team USA, led by Herb 
Brooks and 12 Minnesotans, beat Fin-
land for the gold medal, and I con-
gratulate them 45 years later. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CISNEROS). 

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Small Business 
Procurement and Utilization Reform, 
or SPUR, Act. 

I thank Congressman STAUBER and 
Congresswoman GLUESENKAMP PEREZ 
for joining me in introducing this bi-
partisan legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, small business owners 
and entrepreneurs take a chance when 
they start their ventures, so it is only 
right that the Federal Government do 
what it can to provide them with a 
greater opportunity to succeed. 

Our government plays a vital role in 
working to keep our economy strong 
and vibrant, and Federal contracts can 
be a great opportunity and boon for our 
small businesses. 

However, the government isn’t doing 
enough to ensure our local small busi-
nesses have access to these opportuni-
ties. We need to not only do more for 
small businesses with existing Federal 
contracts but also help attract new 
small businesses to navigate the Fed-
eral contracting process. 

The SPUR Act will help ensure more 
small businesses, like those in the San 
Gabriel Valley which I represent, can 
fairly compete for Federal contracts. 

The SPUR Act will require Federal 
agencies to examine the following 
data: 

How many small businesses received 
a prime contract for the first time and 
are owned and controlled by service- 
disabled veterans. 

It will track the concerns of qualified 
HUBZone small businesses, track the 
concerns of businesses controlled by so-
cially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals, and track the concerns of 
small businesses owned and controlled 
by women. 

There are several HUBZones in my 
district, including the cities of El 
Monte, Covina, Azusa, and La Puente. 
There are even more small businesses 
owned by women and people of color in 
my district. They are working just as 
hard as other small business owners to 
realize their dreams, and they deserve 
to play on the same level playing field 
as other small business owners that 
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have experience navigating the Federal 
bureaucracy. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense, bipartisan piece of legis-
lation, and I thank, again, the co-leads 
of Congressman STAUBER and Congress-
woman GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, and I am 
prepared to close. I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the work of my colleagues on 
this bill, and I urge its adoption. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOORE of North Carolina). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 818. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

DOE AND SBA RESEARCH ACT 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 788) to provide for 
Department of Energy and Small Busi-
ness Administration joint research and 
development activities, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 788 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DOE and 
SBA Research Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND SMALL 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION JOINT 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AC-
TIVITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy 
and the Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘covered officials’’) shall enter into a 
memorandum of understanding or other ap-
propriate agreement to carry out cross-cut-
ting and collaborative research and develop-
ment activities focused on the joint advance-
ment of Department of Energy and Small 
Business Administration mission require-
ments and priorities. 

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING OR 
AGREEMENT.—The covered officials shall 
carry out and coordinate the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a) by entering into one 
or more memoranda of understanding or 
other appropriate agreements, as jointly de-
termined by the covered officials. 

(c) INCLUSION OF SMALL BUSINESS CON-
CERNS.—In carrying out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a), the covered offi-
cials shall ensure the inclusion of small busi-

ness concerns (as defined under section 3 of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) in 
such activities, as appropriate. 

(d) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out 
the activities described in subsection (a), the 
covered officials may— 

(1) carry out reimbursable agreements be-
tween the Department of Energy, the Small 
Business Administration, and appropriate 
entities in order to maximize the effective-
ness of research and development activities 
carried out pursuant to a memorandum or 
agreement described in subsection (b); and 

(2) collaborate with other Federal agencies 
as appropriate to carry out such activities. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than two years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
covered officials shall submit to Congress a 
report on activities carried out pursuant to a 
memorandum or agreement described in sub-
section (b) that includes the following: 

(1) Coordination between the covered offi-
cials involved in such activities. 

(2) Potential opportunities to expand the 
technical capabilities of the Department of 
Energy and the Small Business Administra-
tion. 

(3) Collaborative research achievements. 
(4) Areas of future mutually beneficial suc-

cess. 
(5) Continuation of coordination activities 

between the Department of Energy and the 
Small Business Administration. 

(f) RESEARCH SECURITY.—The activities 
carried out pursuant to a memorandum or 
agreement described in subsection (b) shall 
be applied in a manner consistent with sub-
title D of title VI of the Research and Devel-
opment, Competition, and Innovation Act 
(Public Law 117–167; 42 U.S.C. 19231 et seq.). 
SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO. 

No additional amounts are authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this Act or the 
amendments made by this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 788, the DOE and SBA Research 
Act, led by my colleagues, Representa-
tives LALOTA, MORRISON, and 
THANEDAR. 

This legislation would require the 
SBA and DOE to enter a memorandum 
of understanding to help unify and 
streamline research efforts between 
the national labs and American small 
businesses. Currently, the 17 national 
laboratories across the United States 
provide the government with some of 
its most cutting-edge research. 

At the same time, our Nation’s small 
businesses contribute extensively to 

public and private sector research and 
development efforts. Aligning research 
efforts between the DOE and the SBA 
would increase the efficiency of the na-
tional labs and better integrate small 
business innovation into government 
research. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to join me in voting for H.R. 788, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 788, 
the DOE and SBA Research Act. This 
legislation would allow SBA and the 
Department of Energy to enter into an 
MOU to formalize the research and de-
velopment activities that are currently 
underway. 

The Department of Energy has 17 na-
tional labs that play a crucial role in 
fostering innovation and driving small 
business growth. The labs form part-
nerships with small businesses so that 
they can leverage the expertise of 
DOE’s scientists and also gain access 
to world-class labs to test new prod-
ucts. They also foster networking op-
portunities that enable small busi-
nesses to connect, collaborate, and ex-
pand their base. 

These types of partnerships are crit-
ical to increasing small business inno-
vation, providing high-paying jobs for 
Americans, and ensuring our country 
remains competitive. I applaud Mr. 
LALOTA, Dr. MORRISON, and Mr. 
THANEDAR for their bipartisan work. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. LALOTA). 

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, America’s 
small businesses are the backbone of 
Main Street America, yet too many of 
them face roadblocks when trying to 
do business with the Federal Govern-
ment’s largest buyer, the Department 
of Energy. That is why I proudly intro-
duced the DOE and SBA Research Act, 
which strengthens the relationship be-
tween America’s small businesses and 
the Department of Energy. 

This legislation creates a partnership 
between the Department of Energy and 
the Small Business Administration for 
joint research. It expands opportunities 
for entrepreneurs to fuel innovation 
and drive economic growth, and it pro-
vides small businesses with a clear, 
more direct path to collaborate with 
our national labs on groundbreaking 
research and technology development. 

Brookhaven National Laboratory in 
my district is a perfect example of how 
small business and Department of En-
ergy partnerships can transform a re-
gion into a premier center for sci-
entific innovation. The partnerships 
made possible by the DOE and SBA Re-
search Act will empower Main Street 
America to contribute to cutting-edge 
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