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3, 2025, of the following Member on the 
part of the House to the Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe: 

Mr. WILSON, South Carolina, Co- 
Chair 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, of the following Member on the 
part of the House to the Canada-United 
States Interparliamentary Group: 

Mr. HUIZENGA, Michigan, Chair 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276L, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, of the following Members on the 
part of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group: 

Mrs. KIM, California 
Mr. MEUSER, Pennsylvania 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Alabama 
Mr. SMUCKER, Pennsylvania 
Mr. COLE, Oklahoma 
Mr. KEAN, New Jersey 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 20, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
RELATING TO ‘‘ENERGY CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM: ENERGY 
CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR 
CONSUMER GAS-FIRED INSTAN-
TANEOUS WATER HEATERS’’; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 35, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE 
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL 
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES 
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE, 
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS’’; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. 
RES. 14, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2025 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 161 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 161 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Department of En-
ergy relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-

gram: Energy Conservation Standards for 
Consumer Gas-fired Instantaneous Water 
Heaters’’. All points of order against consid-
eration of the joint resolution are waived. 
The joint resolution shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the joint resolution are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the joint resolution and on any amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 35) providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Waste Emissions Charge 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems: 
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’’. All points 
of order against consideration of the joint 
resolution are waived. The joint resolution 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the joint resolu-
tion are waived. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the joint resolu-
tion and on any amendment thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except: 
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce or their respective designees; and 
(2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026 
through 2034. The first reading of the concur-
rent resolution shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
concurrent resolution are waived. General 
debate shall not exceed three hours, with 
two hours of general debate confined to the 
congressional budget equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Budget or 
their respective designees and one hour of 
general debate on the subject of economic 
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Schweikert of Ari-
zona and Representative Beyer of Virginia or 
their respective designees. The amendment 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be 
considered as adopted in the House and in 
the Committee of the Whole. The concurrent 
resolution, as amended, shall be considered 
as read. After general debate the Committee 
shall rise and report the concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, to the House. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the concurrent resolution and amendments 
thereto to adoption without intervening mo-
tion except amendments offered by the chair 
of the Committee on the Budget pursuant to 
section 305(a)(5) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974 to achieve mathematical consist-
ency. The concurrent resolution shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion of its adoption. 

b 1215 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tlewoman from Indiana is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of this rule and in support of 
the underlying legislation. 

Last night, the Rules Committee met 
and produced a rule, House Resolution 
161, providing for the House’s consider-
ation of several pieces of legislation, 
including a closed rule for H. Con. Res. 
14, the budget resolution. 

The rule provides for 2 hours of de-
bate for the Committee on the Budget 
or their respective designees to debate 
the congressional budget and an addi-
tional hour equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative SCHWEIKERT 
of Arizona and Representative BEYER 
of Virginia or their respective des-
ignees to debate economic goals and 
policies. 

The rule further permits the chair of 
the Committee on the Budget to offer 
amendments in the House to achieve 
mathematical consistency and provides 
that the concurrent resolution shall 
not be subject to a demand for division 
of the question at its adoption. 

Additionally, the rule provides for 
consideration of H.J. Res. 20, a CRA re-
lating to the DOE’s water heater rule, 
under a closed rule. The rule provides 
for 1 hour of debate equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking 
member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce or their respective des-
ignees and provides for one motion to 
recommit. 

Finally, the rule provides for consid-
eration of H.J. Res. 35, a CRA relating 
to EPA’s methane tax, under a closed 
rule. The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking member of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
or their respective designees and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, notable among the bills 
this rule provides for is the House 
budget resolution, H. Con. Res. 14. This 
budget resolution marks the first step 
for House Republicans to advance 
President Trump’s America First agen-
da. 

We have heard plenty of fear- 
mongering and flatout dishonesty from 
Democrats and their liberal media al-
lies about what is included in this reso-
lution. To be clear, this resolution 
unlocks the path forward to deliver on 
our promises to the American people. 

Over the next hour, Members are 
going to hear all of the identity groups 
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the Democrats want my colleagues to 
believe this bill hurts. Members will 
hear them say that Republicans are 
abandoning the middle class and cut-
ting benefits. None of that is true. 

The truth is, there is not one single 
cut in this bill to any specific program 
or benefit. The truth is the Democratic 
Party abandoned the middle class for 
the liberal elite class a long time ago. 
The election last November should 
have been a wake-up call that the 
American people don’t believe them 
anymore, nor should they. 

The Democrats are desperate for at-
tention and for power. Don’t give it to 
them. 

Let’s set the record straight about 
what this budget resolution actually 
accomplishes. 

It will provide funding for border se-
curity, provide for our national de-
fense, and restore American energy 
independence. It will provide tax relief 
for working families. 

On border security, Biden’s open-bor-
der policies resulted in over 8.5 million 
encounters at the southern border 
since 2021, a 500 percent increase in ille-
gal crossings, and over $115 billion in 
costs to State and local governments. 
Most tragically, Biden’s border crisis 
allowed unprecedented amounts of 
deadly fentanyl into our communities, 
killing over 100,000 Americans. 

Next, this bill enables us to perma-
nently protect tax relief. President 
Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act pro-
vided critical relief to middle-class 
families and small businesses. Ameri-
cans are still experiencing high prices 
because we are still recovering from 
Bidenomics. 

Prices are up 21 percent. Real wages 
have declined by more than 3 percent. 
Mortgage rates have skyrocketed. 
Credit card delinquencies have risen by 
over 50 percent. Bidenomics cost Amer-
ican families more than $11,000 every 
year for the last 4 years. 

Next, this budget resolution 
prioritizes energy independence. Under 
President Trump’s first administra-
tion, the United States was energy 
independent for the first time in 40 
years. That stopped the day Joe Biden 
took office, and American families 
have been hurting ever since. 

Under President Biden, the American 
energy production was severely re-
stricted. Federal lands were blocked 
from responsible energy development, 
and the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
was drained. 

Simply put, again, the budget resolu-
tion is a framework that will allow us 
to deliver on the demands of the Amer-
ican people to secure the border, elimi-
nate wasteful spending, revitalize 
Biden’s broken economy, and safeguard 
our economic prosperity by providing 
permanent tax relief for working fami-
lies. I hope our Democratic colleagues 
will join us in those efforts. 

This budget resolution kicks off the 
reconciliation process and allows our 
work to begin. Once adopted, our com-
mittees and the entire House will begin 

detailed work to achieve these impor-
tant goals for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule also provides 
for consideration of two Congressional 
Review Act measures: H.J. Res. 20 and 
H.J. Res. 35. 

H.J. Res. 20 provides for congres-
sional disapproval of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy 
relating to energy conservation stand-
ards for consumer gas-fired instanta-
neous water heaters. 

The rule we seek to overturn with 
this legislation effectively bans certain 
natural gas water heaters from the 
market, placing unnecessary financial 
burdens on consumers, especially sen-
iors and low-income households. 

H.J. Res. 35 provides for congres-
sional disapproval of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to natural gas fa-
cilities. The EPA’s rule imposes a sig-
nificant fee on methane emissions from 
oil and natural gas facilities. The fee is 
essentially a pass-through cost to con-
sumers that will raise prices, harm do-
mestic energy production, and increase 
our reliance on other countries to meet 
our own energy needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the 
consideration of these important pieces 
of legislation. I urge the passage of this 
rule, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) for 
yielding me the customary 30 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, before I get into my 
statement, let me begin by saying that 
I keep on hearing from the other side 
that this is just a budget resolution 
and that it doesn’t have any actual 
policies in it. Yet, the gentlewoman re-
ferred to all the tax cuts. 

Can she point me to where the reso-
lution says anything about tax cuts? Of 
course, the answer is that it doesn’t. 

What it does is simply instruct our 
tax-writing committees to write legis-
lation to spend $4.5 trillion, just as it 
instructs our SNAP committee to cut 
$290 billion and our Medicaid com-
mittee to cut $880 billion. 

Republicans cannot have it both 
ways and pretend that the harms aren’t 
real while the tax cuts are, but we 
know the harms are real. We know 
what is planned, and we have seen the 
leaked document. 

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, it looks 
like facts and truth have absolutely no 
place in this administration or in this 
Republican Party. We already knew 
that this administration lies like a rug. 

First, we heard that the United 
States was sending $50 million worth of 
condoms to Hamas, which was a lie. 

Then we heard it was Ukraine that 
started the war, not Russia, which is 
another lie. 

Then we heard that the terrible plane 
crash here in Washington happened be-
cause of diversity programs, which was 
also a lie. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from 
Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) wants us to be-

lieve that not a single thing in the 
budget she is arguing for is going to 
hurt anyone at all and that there isn’t 
a single tax giveaway to billionaires in 
their budget. 

Guess what, Mr. Speaker. It is simply 
not accurate. 

We all saw this coming. We did. Last 
month, at Trump’s inauguration, who 
was in the front row? It wasn’t people 
on Medicaid. It wasn’t factory workers. 
It wasn’t nurses or teachers or fire-
fighters. It wasn’t even his own Cabi-
net. It was the richest people in the 
world, and that is who this Republican 
budget helps. 

It steals from taxpayers and funnels 
the money to those at the very top. 
Imagine stealing from school meals for 
kids so that billionaires could get an-
other tax giveaway. 

Last night, in the Rules Committee, 
the gentlewoman claimed: No, no, no. 
Democrats can’t prove there are any 
cuts in this budget. Except, Mr. Speak-
er, we can. We can. Let me lay it out as 
simply as I can for people. 

The Republican budget cuts, for ex-
ample, $330 billion from programs re-
lated to education, and the same Rep-
resentative who wrote this budget, the 
chair of the Budget Committee, Mr. 
ARRINGTON, also wrote this document 
right here, Mr. Speaker, which I have 
in front of me. It says in black and 
white that those education cuts in-
clude $12 billion from school meals. 
How dare my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the gen-
tlewoman doesn’t like these facts, but 
they are facts. 

School meals are just one example. 
This budget makes deep, deep cuts to 
Medicaid, including long-term care; 
deep cuts to food assistance for hungry 
families; and deep cuts to Pell grants. 
These cuts are going to hurt people. 

I ask the gentlewoman a simple ques-
tion: Whose side is she on? Does she 
want to stand with the school kids in 
her district who rely on school meals 
to get through the day, or does she side 
with the billionaires who are getting 
another tax giveaway in this budget? 

Does she stand with the 178,119 con-
stituents in her district who are on 
Medicaid? Does she stand with the 
thousands and thousands of kids in her 
district who rely on school meals, or 
does she stand with the greedy corpora-
tions who are price gouging struggling 
families? 

I know where I stand, Mr. Speaker, 
and we are going to fight like hell to 
oppose this awful Republican budget 
because we know whose side we are on. 
We are going to fight like our constitu-
ents’ lives depend on it because they 
do. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the other 
side for finally saying that some of 
these things that they have been harp-
ing on for the last several hours and 24- 
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hour segments is not true. There is 
nothing in this budget resolution that 
presumes cuts to specific programs. 
Our Democratic colleagues admitted 
this much themselves last night. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation simply 
provides flexible spending targets for 
authorizing committees to best deter-
mine what is feasible within their ju-
risdiction. 

I remind my Democratic colleagues 
that this resolution is the first step in 
a process to let reconciliation begin, 
when the real work will happen in the 
committees. If my colleagues have con-
cerns about potential cuts being pro-
posed once the authorizing committees 
begin their work, there will be ample 
opportunity to debate, provide amend-
ment, and find opportunities in the rec-
onciliation instructions for common 
ground. 

Unlike my friends on the other side, 
we don’t view the Rules Committee as 
the first stop in the legislative process, 
but, rather, the last. We should let the 
committees do their work and not pre-
judge the outcomes or make baseless 
accusations and presumptions. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
NORMAN), my friend. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congresswoman HOUCHIN for leading 
this debate, and I rise in full support of 
the House budget resolution as intro-
duced by Chairman ARRINGTON. 

b 1230 
What our viewers, both in the bal-

cony and watching this by TV, are 
going to see is two different 
worldviews. 

My friends on the left think tax 
money is their money, that you 
shouldn’t know where it is spent in any 
shape, form, or fashion. 

Where they want to spend our tax 
dollars, which is now being uncovered 
by Elon Musk, is on a variety of things, 
but it began 4 years ago with the inva-
sion of the border. 

My friends from the left, the minute 
the Biden administration took office, 
opened the gates for over 170 different 
countries to let everybody and anybody 
into this country. My friends on the 
left allowed 400,000 unaccompanied mi-
nors to come into this country, and we 
don’t know what happened to them. It 
is not good, though. 

They claim to sympathize with peo-
ple in this country, but what about 
sympathy for the children? They did 
nothing to stop the invasion at the bor-
der. They had words, but that is all it 
was. 

They want the American people to 
know that it is their money to spend 
on illegal aliens’ free college tuition, 
putting it on the backs of the everyday 
working man. 

This is the first step in a long jour-
ney of what we are voting on today. 
From the very first day I set foot in 
this Chamber, I have always promised 
my constituents that I would do every-
thing within my power to reinstate fis-
cal sanity to our great Nation. 

What is worse than a bankrupt coun-
try? How does that help children? How 
does that help single moms? It doesn’t. 
That is what this bill attempts to stop 
or at least begin the process of healing. 

We now suffer from World War II lev-
els of indebtedness and pay more on in-
terest than we do on our national de-
fense, to the tune of over $880 billion in 
interest. 

Unfortunately, many Members of 
Congress have demonstrated a com-
plete lack of fiscal discipline and will 
try to spoil a strong bill that President 
Trump himself has endorsed. 

This budget resolution enables us to 
reach over $4.5 trillion in tax cuts for 
hardworking Americans and more than 
$2 trillion in spending cuts, a concept 
that Congress has been foreign to for 
way too long. 

With a historic trifecta, since the Re-
publicans were elected by 77 million 
people to control the House, the Sen-
ate, and the executive branch, we have 
the opportunity to deliver on our 
promise to America. We must do what 
is best for them, including raising the 
debt ceiling by $4 trillion to prevent 
Democrats from using a fiscal crisis to 
hold Trump’s agenda hostage. 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
CISCOMANI). The time of the gentleman 
has expired. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, due to 
the previous Biden administration’s 
failed security measures, included in 
our budget is $300 billion in critical and 
urgent funding for strengthened border 
security and our Armed Forces. 

America is paying twice. We pay to 
ship illegals over here. We pay to feed 
illegals over here. We pay to house 
illegals over here. Now, we are having 
to take them back. We are for immi-
gration, but the right way. 

All in all, this package, combined 
with economic growth unleashed by 
the America First agenda, can ensure 
it will provide a deficit-neutral out-
come, including seven times the 
amount of cuts that were initially un-
veiled. For every dollar that Repub-
licans surpass the goal of spending 
cuts, there will be another dollar in tax 
cuts. 

I am proud to support this budget 
that finally implements fiscal and 
budgetary constraints on Congress. It 
is the first step to unlocking the rec-
onciliation process ahead of us. 

Previously, under Democrats’ failed 
leadership, which we had 4 years of, 
nonsense welfare programs ate at the 
budget, allotting billions for mindless 
spending. 

The American people have had 
enough, which is why we are in the new 
age of the golden age. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for allowing me to speak and 
for putting this argument up. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, there are just a couple 
of points I will make. 

I am still waiting for the gentle-
woman from Indiana to tell me where 
the tax cuts are in this budget. My col-
leagues can’t have it both ways. They 
can’t say there are all these tax cuts in 
this budget, yet there are no cuts. The 
reality is, there are cuts in this budget. 

To the gentleman who just spoke 
from South Carolina, he may need a re-
minder. Maybe he could do a townhall 
in his district. He might get an earful. 
Mr. Speaker, 74,000 of his constituents 
received coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act. 

By supporting this resolution, he is 
betraying the 148,948 constituents in 
his district who depend on Medicaid for 
their essential care and the 85,000 con-
stituents in the Fifth District who rely 
on SNAP to put food on the table. 

Maybe do a townhall and listen to 
constituents rather than just big do-
nors. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄4 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the Re-
publican budget resolution that utterly 
betrays middle-class Americans and 
threatens to explode the deficit. 

This deceitful budget would gut Med-
icaid, schools, and affordable housing, 
all so Republican billionaire donors 
can get more tax breaks. 

Instead of cutting costs for families, 
it undermines veterans’ benefits and 
forces millions more families to live 
paycheck to paycheck. Instead of low-
ering prices at the pharmacy or the su-
permarket, this budget will bleed 
Americans dry. Billionaires get a wind-
fall, and taxpayers get stuck with the 
bill. 

This budget would swipe food from 
seniors and children, and in my dis-
trict, ACA healthcare premiums would 
leap by almost $500. A 60-year-old 
Broward County couple with a house-
hold income of $85,000 would see their 
ACA premiums jump $16,000 a year, a 
226 percent increase. 

How does this Republican rip-off help 
American families? Long story short, 
it won’t. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this 
billionaire buyout budget that would 
crush working families, make Ameri-
cans less safe and secure, blow out the 
debt, and devastate lifesaving re-
sources that families need. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX), chair-
woman of the Rules Committee. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
rule, which provides consideration of 
the fiscal year 2025 budget resolution. 

Our Nation stands at a fiscal cross-
roads, one where we are beckoned to 
answer a simple yet pertinent question: 
What path will we choose to go down? 
The answer to that question is clear: 
We must embark upon a path that re-
stores the fiscal health and vitality of 
the Nation. 
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Many have lobbed spurious carica-

tures and distorted criticisms at this 
budget resolution, but the truth is that 
it will work to put the Nation back 
upon a sound footing where it belongs. 

Last night at the Rules Committee, 
we caught Democrats dead to rights. A 
Democrat tried to refer to the alleged 
‘‘cuts’’ in our debate but instead ad-
mitted that ‘‘it is not there.’’ 

That is right. It is not in the budget 
resolution. You simply cannot find pro-
grammatic cuts in any respect, and I 
stand here to tell the truth about this 
budget and the rule we need to get it 
across the line. 

From shielding Americans from the 
greatest tax increase in history to sup-
porting the military, allocating re-
sources to the Trump administration 
to secure the border and to trimming 
wasteful programs, our budget resolu-
tion has solutions that the American 
people expect and demand. 

President Trump specifically re-
quested ‘‘one big, beautiful bill,’’ and 
House Republicans have answered that 
request with a constructive, full-bodied 
product. 

Now, let’s juxtapose our beautiful 
bill with the failed reconciliation 
schemes passed by Democratic Con-
gresses. 

They used it to pass ObamaCare, rob-
bing Medicare of over $700 billion of 
funds in the process and kicking Amer-
icans off their health insurance plans 
after promising to keep them. 

They hijacked the process to pass the 
so-called American Rescue Plan to 
waste over $2 trillion in taxpayer 
funds, fueling the greatest inflation 
rates in generations. 

Lastly, they used the reconciliation 
process just a few years ago to pass one 
of the worst pieces of legislation in the 
modern era, the so-called Inflation Re-
duction Act. That catastrophe of a bill 
was a one-way ticket to financial ruin. 
It wasted money on green energy 
schemes, punished companies that 
proudly develop American energy, and 
ironically drove up costs for every 
American family. 

I will let our deficit-reducing, border- 
securing, tax cut-preserving, American 
energy-strengthening budget stand 
against the failed record of congres-
sional Democrats any day of the week. 

The truth is that Americans win 
under the Trump agenda and this budg-
et. This blueprint is a framework on 
which Congress can deliver the agenda 
the American people want and deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the 
rule and the underlying resolution. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman is 
talking about what was said in the 
Rules Committee last night. I will take 
a couple of minutes to talk about how 
people voted in the Rules Committee 
last night. 

We gave Republicans a chance last 
night in the Rules Committee. We said 
if they really don’t believe that this 
budget cuts funding for school meals, if 

they really believe what they are say-
ing, then they can vote to ensure the 
American people that they are not 
going to steal school meals from kids 
in order to give tax breaks for million-
aires. Every Republican voted no, 
every single one of them. 

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment to protect Medicaid. Medicaid, as 
you know, Mr. Speaker, covers 41 per-
cent of all births in the United States, 
nearly half of children with special 
healthcare needs, and five in eight 
nursing home residents. We asked them 
not to cut Medicaid in order to fund 
tax breaks for billionaires. Every Re-
publican voted no. 

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment to extend tax cuts for people 
making under $400,000 while ensuring 
that corporations and billionaires pay 
their fair share. We asked Republicans 
to continue tax cuts for only those who 
need it the most because those are the 
tax cuts they let expire while their tax 
cuts for greedy corporations were made 
permanent. We asked them to 
prioritize working families over greedy 
corporations. Every Republican voted 
no. 

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment preventing tax giveaways for peo-
ple earning over $1 million a year. 
Every Republican voted no. 

We wanted to see if there was anyone 
so rich that Republicans don’t think 
they deserve a tax giveaway, so we 
asked them to vote against tax breaks 
for people earning over $100 million per 
year. We asked them to side with fac-
tory workers and firefighters over 
hedge fund managers and billionaire 
bankers. Every Republican voted no. 

We even offered an amendment pre-
venting tax cuts for people with a net 
worth of over—get this—$1 billion. 
Every Republican voted no. 

They betrayed their constituents. 
They voted to steal from the American 
people in order to protect tax breaks 
for billionaires. 

Again, this is about whose side you 
are on. Republicans showed us last 
night with their votes whose side they 
are on, and it is not the working people 
of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
31⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JACK). 

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, in addition 
to the budget resolution, which I sup-
port, I rise today in support of the rule 
for H.J. Res. 20, a resolution authorized 
by the Congressional Review Act that 
will enable our Congress to repeal a 
job-killing Biden administration regu-
lation that would ban and eliminate 
noncondensing tankless water heaters, 
an American product made by blue-col-
lar American workers in the heart of 
my congressional district in Georgia. 

This regulation was passed in the 
midnight hours of the Biden adminis-
tration on December 26, after Christ-
mas and weeks after Americans sound-
ly rejected the Biden-Harris regulatory 

regime administration, putting in peril 
the livelihoods of hundreds of my con-
stituents the day after Christmas. 

To put this into perspective, noncon-
densing tankless water heaters account 
for 40 percent of our country’s tankless 
water heater market. A majority of 
those noncondensing tankless water 
heaters are manufactured in my con-
gressional district by an incredible 
company called Rinnai America Cor-
poration. 

These water heaters are the most ad-
vanced and efficient noncondensing 
tankless water heaters on the market. 
Perhaps most importantly, Rinnai 
America is the only company that 
builds noncondensing tankless water 
heaters on American soil. 

Rinnai America is headquartered in 
my hometown of Peachtree City, and 3 
years ago, it opened a state-of-the-art 
facility in Griffin, Georgia, two cities I 
proudly represent in this Congress. 

b 1245 
Over 500 of my constituents are 

working to manufacture and market 
the very water heaters the Biden ad-
ministration attempted to outlaw. This 
job-killing regulation imposed by the 
Biden administration is yet another 
painful example of the left’s war on hy-
drocarbons. 

The purpose of this regulation is to 
try to single out and eliminate an 
American manufacturer of noncon-
densing tankless water heaters. Effec-
tively, the Biden administration and 
the government were trying to alter 
the market on their own by picking 
winners and losers, which is something 
that consumers should do, not 
unelected nameless bureaucrats. 

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle have spent an 
enormous amount of time the past few 
weeks trying to convince Americans 
they are the party of blue-collar Amer-
ican workers. 

Well, in the spirit of bipartisanship, I 
encourage my Democratic colleagues 
to join me in support of this resolution 
to protect and champion hundreds of 
blue-collar American jobs in the heart 
of our country. To my Republican col-
leagues, let’s join together as a team 
and end this war on hydrocarbons now. 

President Trump’s White House has 
explicitly endorsed this resolution, and 
I urge all of my Republican colleagues 
to join us and vote for this critical leg-
islation to empower consumer choice 
and champion American manufac-
turing. 

I will close by saying, we expect this 
vote later this week. I hope everyone in 
this House joins me in support of this 
legislation in defense of blue-collar 
American workers. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

We are here talking about billions of 
dollars of cuts to Medicaid, school 
meals, and food for children, and this 
guy is talking about tankless water 
heaters. I mean, read the room. 

I should just say that by supporting 
this budget resolution, he is betraying 
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125,952 constituents in his district that 
depend on Medicaid for their essential 
care. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄4 minutes to 
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
MAGAZINER). 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to Donald Trump, Elon 
Musk, and House Republicans stealing 
trillions of dollars from the middle 
class to fund massive tax cuts for bil-
lionaires. Instead of focusing on the 
cost of living or making America safer, 
Republicans are planning a massive 
giveaway to the rich, with working 
people picking up the tab. 

They want $2 trillion in tax cuts for 
people making more than $500,000 a 
year by extending Trump’s 2017 tax 
plan. That is $2 trillion for people mak-
ing more than $500,000 a year. 

How are they going to pay for it? 
By cutting Medicaid. 
That is healthcare for 77 million 

Americans, 80,000 Rhode Islanders, in-
cluding seniors, children, and people 
with disabilities. 

Nursing homes and community 
health centers all across this country 
will shut down. 

It is not just healthcare. This bill 
takes money from education, farmers, 
and small businesses, all for billionaire 
tax cuts. These Republicans are not 
fighting for the middle class. They are 
fighting for Donald and Elon’s rich 
friends at Mar-a-Lago, and the middle 
class is paying for it. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COSTA). 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I strongly 
oppose this rule that enables a reckless 
Republican budget resolution to go for-
ward. Let me tell you why. 

Republicans claim to be lowering 
costs, but their plan, in my view, does 
just the opposite. 

Let me bring it all home. In Califor-
nia’s 21st Congressional District which 
I have the honor and privilege to rep-
resent, the wonderful people in the San 
Joaquin Valley, 456,532 people could 
lose their Medicaid under this rule and 
budget resolution. 

Under this rule and resolution, 131,000 
people could lose their SNAP benefits. 

Over 25,000 people could lose coverage 
through the Affordable Health Care 
Act. We have made remarkable 
progress as a result of the Affordable 
Health Care Act, reducing the number 
of people without insurance in our con-
stituency to less than 10 percent. That 
would be changed. 

There would be $3 million in energy 
and conservation funds that would be 
withheld from farmers in my district. 

If you want to put the American peo-
ple first, we must reject this debacle 
and begin on a real bipartisan basis to 
pass a budget that fits the American 
people. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Ms. MORRISON). 

Ms. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise on behalf of the nearly 80 million 
Americans across the country who get 
their health insurance through Med-
icaid. 

I rise as a physician who has cared 
for patients for more than 20 years, and 
I implore my colleagues to recognize 
that health insurance is not just a 
throwaway line item that you can 
scratch out in a budget. It is the dif-
ference between being able to receive 
the lifesaving healthcare people need 
or not. 

Medicaid is the single largest source 
of healthcare coverage in the United 
States. Medicaid covers nearly half of 
all children, and it is the largest in-
surer of kids with disabilities. Med-
icaid is a vital source of prenatal and 
postpartum care for women, and it cov-
ers more than 40 percent of births in 
our country. 

The Republicans’ dangerous proposal 
today is selling out the health and 
wellness of kids, families, seniors in 
nursing homes, and people with disabil-
ities. 

Why? To make room for tax breaks 
for millionaires? This is wrong. We 
cannot stand for this. 

We need our colleagues across the 
aisle to stand up for our children and 
families. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I no-
tice there are not a lot of people on the 
other side wanting to defend this budg-
et. 

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GOMEZ). 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican budget can be summed up in 
three simple words: defund, defraud, 
and deceive. 

First, the Republicans want to 
defund social safety net programs 
working families rely on, like Med-
icaid, school meals, and food stamps. 

In my district alone, 425,000 individ-
uals depend on Medicaid for their 
healthcare. That includes kids and peo-
ple with disabilities. 

Second, Republicans want to defraud 
the American people by taking money 
from working families to hand out 
massive tax breaks to billionaires and 
corporations who pay little to no taxes. 

Finally, they are trying to deceive 
the American people by claiming that 
they are not cutting any programs, but 
we know at the end of the day that 
their budget will include cuts to Med-
icaid and programs that families de-
pend on. 

Republicans need to step up because 
this is not just a blue State or a Demo-
cratic issue. This will cut benefits, 
healthcare benefits, for hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions, of Ameri-
cans across the country, including 
171,000 in Arizona’s Sixth District. 

We need Republicans to step up and 
not be shameful and pass this budget. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
know if the gentlewoman wants to give 
us some of her time because we have a 
lot of speakers over here. I guess not. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
TOKUDA). 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the House Repub-
lican budget resolution, a blatant at-
tempt to strip healthcare and food aid 
away from everyday Americans. 

With up to $2.5 trillion in Medicaid 
cuts and $230 billion slashed from 
SNAP, this budget plan would leave 
millions of families and seniors with-
out essential support. Rural America 
would suffer the most. 

Nationwide, more than 12 million 
rural Americans rely on Medicaid, and 
SNAP participation is higher in rural 
areas than urban ones. In my home 
State of Hawaii, over 350,000 people 
rely on Medicaid, and nearly one in five 
depend on SNAP to eat. Rural Ameri-
cans, who live in 181 of our congres-
sional districts, red and blue, already 
face some of the harshest health dis-
parities, living 3 to 10 years less than 
their urban counterparts. These cuts 
will only deepen such inequities and 
leave them with no safety net. 

Let me be clear. These cuts will cost 
lives. These are not just numbers. They 
are real people. They are our neigh-
bors, our grandparents, and our chil-
dren. At a time when too many are 
struggling, Republicans are delivering 
tax breaks to billionaires on the backs 
of our working families. 

Americans in rural America deserve 
better. Our country deserves better. I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Let me just say, by the way, Mr. 
Speaker, how is that mandate going for 
you guys now that voters are realizing 
that you betrayed them? 

Let’s look at some newspapers from 
around the country: ‘‘Georgia Con-
gressman confronted by angry crowd 
over support for Trump’s agenda.’’ 

This is from The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution: ‘‘U.S. Rep. Rich McCor-
mick was peppered with boos and cat-
calls throughout a townhall meeting in 
Roswell late Thursday, as hundreds of 
critics jeered the Republican for back-
ing President Donald Trump’s agenda 
during his first month in office.’’ 

There is another one. ‘‘U.S. Rep. 
Glenn Grothman faces hostile crowd in 
Oshkosh townhall meeting.’’ That is in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

‘‘Protesters urge Rep. Scott Perry to 
say no to Medicaid cuts.’’ That is in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

‘‘Outside Congressman’s office, pro-
testers make noise over potential Med-
icaid cuts.’’ That is from Representa-
tive RYAN MACKENZIE’s district in 
Salisbury Township in Pennsylvania. 

I could spend an hour reading these 
into the RECORD, Mr. Speaker. Repub-
licans are getting chewed out at all of 
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their townhalls. Something is hap-
pening in this country right now, and 
you can feel it. People are waking up 
to the betrayal, and they are angry. 
They have a right to be angry. 

My Republican colleagues need to re-
member that when they vote for this 
budget, they are on record. They have 
made it clear that they serve the bil-
lionaires and not their voters. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
SORENSEN). 

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, look-
ing around this room, I ask: Shouldn’t 
our government benefit those we rep-
resent back home? 

However, what is being presented by 
my Republican colleagues today is a 
plan that would gut healthcare for 
152,483 of my neighbors at home who 
depend on Medicaid, more than 66,000 
kids under the age of 19. Ten thousand 
seniors back home rely on Medicaid in 
Illinois’ 17th District for their nursing 
home coverage. 

While you may see this as a numbers 
game in a budget, I see families. I see 
neighbors. I see loved ones. 

Let me let you in on a secret because 
there aren’t any Republicans in this 
room. There are more Republican con-
stituents of mine that are calling my 
office saying: We may have voted for 
Donald Trump, but we didn’t vote for 
him to do this. 

This is cruel and unusual punishment 
to single out everyday Americans, 
making them go without. 

Also, billionaire donors and big cor-
porations get tax breaks to make them 
more wealthy. 

Let’s get back to doing the work for 
the American people who need us to do 
this work the most. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I 
inquire how much time both sides have 
remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 123⁄4 
minutes remaining. 

The gentlewoman from Indiana has 
12 minutes remaining. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I note 
the gentlewoman doesn’t seem to have 
any other speakers. I was wondering 
whether she might want to lend us 
some of her time. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI), the Speaker Emerita, a power-
ful leader in the Democratic Caucus 
and for the country. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding and for his 
exuberant presentation of opposition to 
this budget. I thank him for all the 
amendments he proposed to improve 
upon it. Sadly, the Republicans didn’t 
accept just one. 

Here we go again. The last time the 
Republicans had a majority in the 
House and Senate and President Trump 
in the White House, they passed a ter-
rible bill that was a tax cut for the rich 
that gave 83 percent of the benefits to 

the wealthiest people, the top 1 percent 
in our country, and added $2 trillion to 
the national debt. 

This year, they are doubling down on 
that, $4 trillion to the national debt, 
and they call that fiscal sanity. They 
are doing it by steering taxpayer dol-
lars from Medicaid to give additional 
tax breaks to billionaires and big cor-
porations. 

People think of Medicaid sometimes 
as a poor children’s program, and that 
would be sufficient justification for it 
all, but it is a middle-income benefit. 
Seniors who need long-term healthcare 
need Medicaid. 

Members should listen to their con-
stituents and hear what they have to 
say about what it means to their fiscal 
well-being. Listen to constituents. The 
numbers are staggering. 

By voting for this cruel bill, they are 
betraying hardworking Americans by 
raising costs for all those already 
struggling to make ends meet. The 
President said he was going to reduce 
the cost of living. He didn’t. He said he 
would reduce inflation. He didn’t. 

b 1300 

Mr. Speaker, indeed a vote for this 
budget is a vote against Medicaid, rip-
ping away healthcare from children, 
people with disabilities, and seniors. It 
is a vote against SNAP, as the distin-
guished chairman indicated, taking 
food out of the mouths of babies. 

They do that with glee while Presi-
dent Trump and congressional Repub-
licans are choosing to protect billion-
aires, by the way, who benefit from 
Medicaid with people cleaning their 
homes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from California. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, we are led 
and unified by HAKEEM JEFFRIES. We 
are united in our commitment to work 
for working families. That is why I 
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on this extreme meas-
ure, and I thank the distinguished 
chairman for his leadership. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to include in the 
RECORD an article from the Economic 
Policy Institute titled: ‘‘The House Re-
publicans’ plan to cut Medicaid to pay 
for tax cuts for the rich would slash in-
comes for the bottom 40 percent.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
[From the Economic Policy Institute, 

February 19, 2025] 

THE HOUSE REPUBLICANS’ PLAN TO CUT MED-
ICAID TO PAY FOR TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH 
WOULD SLASH INCOMES FOR THE BOTTOM 40 
PERCENT 

(By Josh Bivens) 

The clearest legislative priority of the 
Trump administration and the Republican- 
led Congress is to keep taxes low for the 

richest households and corporations. Last 
week, House Republicans submitted a budget 
resolution that calls for $800 billion in cuts 
to Medicaid—the program that provides 
health insurance for low-income Ameri-
cans—to help pay for extending the 2017 Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), which primarily 
benefits the highest earners. President 
Trump endorsed the House plan earlier this 
morning, despite vowing yesterday to not 
cut Medicaid. 

Besides being unfair, the cost of this over-
all tax cut would be large enough to put 
huge stress on other parts of the economy, 
no matter how it is paid for. But the cost-
liest way to pay for this would be to enact 
large cuts in spending programs like Med-
icaid that provide benefits to economically 
vulnerable families. These cuts would equal 
almost 11 percent of all Medicaid spending 
over the proposed time period. 

In a forthcoming report, we highlight just 
how damaging these Medicaid cuts would be 
for typical families. Health coverage is ex-
pensive in the U.S., and the value of Medic-
aid’s coverage is equal to a huge share of the 
total income of poorer families. In fact, a 
family health insurance plan in private mar-
kets can cost more than what the bottom 20 
percent of families earns in an entire year. 

Figure 1 below shows the House budget res-
olution’s average cut to Medicaid benefits 
for the bottom 40 percent of the income dis-
tribution, expressed as a share of average in-
come. It also shows how much extending the 
TCJA’s expiring provisions would boost in-
comes for these groups and the top 1 percent. 
The upshot is that the bottom 40 percent 
would be unequivocally worse off: Proposed 
cuts to Medicaid would reduce incomes for 
the bottom 40 percent more than extending 
the TCJA would boost them—and the lowest- 
income households would fare the worst. 
Strikingly, this is true even as the full $880 
billion in Medicaid cuts would only pay for 
about 20 percent of the total cost of the 
TCJA—other cuts and economic damage fall-
ing on non-rich families stemming from tax 
cuts for the rich would still be forthcoming. 
Meanwhile, the TCJA boosts the incomes of 
the top 1 percent significantly, while these 
households do not rely in any way on Med-
icaid. 

A table from our forthcoming report is re-
produced below—it shows the cuts to Med-
icaid expressed as a share of total money in-
come for the bottom 40 percent of the income 
distribution for each state. States with more 
generous Medicaid coverage will see larger 
cuts, while states that have been stingier to 
date with Medicaid will see smaller cuts. But 
in every single state, the proposed cuts are a 
disaster for the incomes of the bottom 40 
percent. This policy trade-off of thousands of 
dollars in cuts for the bottom 40 percent in 
exchange for tens or even hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in tax cuts for rich families 
crystallizes the Republican priorities. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this 
article details how these cuts would 
hurt working families more than any 
tax relief that they might receive. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from New Mexico 
(Ms. STANSBURY). 

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to oppose this so-called budget 
resolution which is one of the greatest 
heists in American history as they loot 
the Treasury to give permanent tax 
breaks to billionaires at the expense of 
millions of Americans. 

We are talking about cuts to 
healthcare, Medicaid, and Medicare. 
Literally a quarter of a million New 
Mexicans will be unable to access care. 
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There will be cuts to income and food 
assistance, billions of dollars that go to 
families to keep food on the table and 
a roof over their head and to give tax 
breaks to billionaires. They are going 
to cut vital programs that go to our 
lowest income and most vulnerable 
families. 

As a native New Mexican who grew 
up in a single-parent home in a low-in-
come family, I know exactly what this 
means. These cuts are cruel. They are 
unnecessary. They are undemocratic, 
and they will blow a hole through our 
deficit spending by $4 trillion. This is 
not a budget resolution. 

This is a blueprint for suffering or, as 
Elon Musk put it over the weekend, the 
spoils of war. These guys don’t care 
how many people they hurt or how 
many families are going to suffer. It is 
about power and greed, and the GOP is 
enabling them. 

We will not sit down and do it. We 
will not support this budget resolution. 
We will not give them one single vote. 
I will not be silenced because we will 
continue to fight. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to include in 
the RECORD a letter to Speaker John-
son, signed by eight Republicans, ti-
tled: ‘‘Protecting American Commu-
nities in the Budget Reconciliation 
Process.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BICE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Re Protecting American Communities in the 

Budget Reconciliation Process. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: As Members of 
the Congressional Hispanic Conference, and 
those who represent sizeable Hispanic popu-
lations, we are writing to express our con-
cerns regarding possible funding decisions 
stemming from the House Budget Resolu-
tion’s committee instructions advanced on 
February 13, 2025. While we fully support ef-
forts to rein in wasteful spending and deliver 
on President Trump’s agenda, it is impera-
tive that we do not slash programs that sup-
port American communities across our na-
tion, nor underfund critical programs nec-
essary to secure the border and keep our 
communities safe. 

Founded in 2003, the Congressional His-
panic Conference is the only Member organi-
zation of Hispanic Republicans in Congress 
and is committed to ensuring that the Re-
publican party welcomes all who believe in 
faith, family, and the American Dream. His-
panic Americans played a decisive role in se-
curing a Republican majority in 2025, having 
helped flip key districts, delivered historic 
gains in border communities, and put their 
faith in our party to fight for them. That 
trust wasn’t given—it was earned. 

Moreover, the American people—as a 
whole—put their trust in us. People of all 
backgrounds cast a vote of confidence for our 
party. That is why we are eager to deliver on 
President Trump’s historic mandate. 

We support the highest possible funding for 
border security to achieve the long-term bor-
der security agenda items by President 
Trump that we fully support. Collectively 
our members represent over half of the 
southern border and it is our constituents 
who have felt the brunt of the border crisis. 
We must fully fund and support efforts to: 

Complete the border wall, hire and retain 
border security personnel, and invest in bor-
der security technology. 

Increase ICE detention capacity, end 
catch-and-release policies, and enforce immi-
gration law. 

Integrate and improve communications 
systems, as well as provide resources for 
rural sheriffs, police departments, and state 
and federal law enforcement agencies af-
fected by the border crisis. 

We also fully stand behind efforts to: 
Reauthorize the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act to 

protect the Child Tax Credit, defend small 
businesses, and prevent reckless taxation. 

As we consider reconciliation cuts, we 
must be strategic. We need to uphold fiscal 
responsibility while ensuring that essential 
programs—programs that have empowered 
Americans to succeed—are not caught in the 
crossfire. 

The House Budget Resolution proposed $880 
billion in cuts to programs under the juris-
diction of the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, with Medicaid expected to 
bear the brunt of these reductions. Nearly 30 
percent of Medicaid enrollees are Hispanic 
Americans, and for many families across the 
country, Medicaid is their only access to 
healthcare. Slashing Medicaid would have 
serious consequences, particularly in rural 
and predominantly Hispanic communities 
where hospitals and nursing homes are al-
ready struggling to keep their doors open. 
Moreover, the possibility of cutting Medicaid 
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) fund-
ing threatens hospitals that serve low-in-
come and uninsured patients. 

Additionally, the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce has been 
tasked with cutting $330 billion, where fed-
eral aid for higher education—such as Pell 
Grants—may be a target for reductions. His-
panic students make up a significant share 
of Pell Grant recipients, many of whom are 
first-generation college students striving for 
a better future for themselves, their fami-
lies, and our nation. In the 2015–16 academic 
year alone, 82 percent of full-time Latino 
students relied on grants and loans, includ-
ing Pell Grants, to afford college. If we are 
serious about empowering the next genera-
tion and strengthening our workforce, we 
must facilitate, and not undermine, opportu-
nities that help students succeed. 

Finally, the House Committee on Agri-
culture has been directed to cut $230 billion. 
While we fully support efforts to eliminate 
fraud, waste, and abuse, we must ensure that 
assistance families rely on this programs— 
such as SNAP—remain protected as nearly 22 
percent of Hispanic families rely on this crit-
ical program as a temporary safety net dur-
ing difficult times. Not to mention the sup-
port that SNAP provides to families of all 
backgrounds across our nation. 

Hispanic Americans stood with us because 
we stood up for them on the issues that mat-
ter: border security, economic opportunity, 
and a government that works for the people, 
not against them. 

We look forward to working with you and 
our colleagues on a responsible approach to 
these budget discussions where we can both 
eliminate government waste while ensuring 
we do not undermine programs that support 
working-class Americans. Hispanic Ameri-
cans are the future of the Republican Party, 
and they are closely watching to see if we 
will govern in a way that honors their values 
and delivers results. 

Sincerely, 
TONY GONZALES; 
MONICA DE LA CRUZ; 
JUAN CISCOMANI; 
JAMES MOYLAN; 
NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS; 
DAVID VALADAO; 

ROB BRESNAHAN, JR.; 
KIMBERLYN KING-HINDS 

Members of Congress. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
this letter makes clear that they know 
that Medicaid, Pell grants, and SNAP 
will face harmful cuts if this budget 
passes. 

Madam Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to provide for consid-
eration of an amendment to the budget 
resolution which prevents tax cuts for 
billionaires if Medicaid is cut by a sin-
gle cent. 

Madam Speaker, 72 million Ameri-
cans, including 30 million children, 
rely on Medicaid for critical healthcare 
and other lifesaving services. With this 
budget resolution, House Republicans 
are betraying the most vulnerable 
Americans to give tax breaks to bil-
lionaires. 

Representative GRAY submitted an 
amendment that would prevent Repub-
licans from betraying Medicaid recipi-
ents in order to give billionaires tax 
breaks. It shouldn’t be controversial. 

I offered that amendment last night 
in the Rules Committee and, to my 
shock, every single one of my Repub-
lican colleagues voted against it, 
standing with billionaires over Med-
icaid recipients. 

I am now giving every House Repub-
lican a chance to go on the record. Vot-
ing ‘‘yes’’ on the previous question 
means my colleagues want to cut taxes 
for billionaires, even at the expense of 
vital Medicaid coverage. Voting ‘‘no’’ 
gives my colleagues an opportunity to 
ensure that Medicaid is protected. It is 
that simple. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to insert the text of my 
amendment into the RECORD, along 
with any extraneous material imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, to 

discuss our proposal, I yield 3 minutes 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
GRAY), the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. GRAY. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today con-
flicted about what is happening in our 
government and across the country. 
Like many Americans, I find myself 
frustrated with government that 
doesn’t work, lines that are too long, 
services that are too hard to navigate, 
and roads that don’t get fixed. 

This shouldn’t be a partisan issue. 
All of us here today should be in favor 
of making our government work better 
and strengthening programs that our 
constituents rely upon. In fact, some of 
my Republican colleagues, led by Con-
gressman TONY GONZALES, wrote in a 
letter to Speaker JOHNSON that the 
proposed cuts to Medicaid within this 
budget would have serious con-
sequences, particularly in rural and 
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Hispanic communities where hospitals 
and nursing homes are already strug-
gling to keep their doors open. 

One of those communities where hos-
pitals are struggling to stay open is 
mine in California’s Central Valley. 
Over 450,000 people in my congressional 
district rely on Medicaid for their 
health coverage. The Central Valley is 
also experiencing a healthcare short-
age, forcing people to drive across the 
country, across county lines, across 
the State, waiting for hours to see a 
provider. 

These proposed cuts to Medicaid only 
stand to worsen the crisis. Let’s be 
clear. These cuts wouldn’t just impact 
individuals covered by Medicaid. In my 
congressional district, 59 percent of in-
dividuals are covered by California’s 
Medicaid program. That means that 
doctors and hospitals in my district 
rely on Medicaid for nearly two-thirds 
of their revenue. Without that revenue, 
these providers would not be able to 
keep their doors open. In fact, Madam 
Speaker, there is an entire county I 
represent with a population of 162,000 
people who have no hospital at all to 
go to because it had to close. 

I submitted an amendment to this 
resolution to ask a simple question. Is 
it such a priority to fund tax cuts for 
individuals with over $1 billion in net 
worth that we would enact devastating 
cuts to healthcare for rural and low-in-
come communities? 

This proposal would steal from the 
poor to give to the rich. Even if my col-
leagues don’t think that is a problem, 
Madam Speaker, this literally makes 
healthcare coverage worse for every 
single person living in rural America. I 
have spent the majority of my career 
in public service, working to make 
healthcare better, both more accessible 
and more affordable. This proposed 
budget does the opposite. 

My amendment to the proposed budg-
et would prevent consideration of any 
legislation that would result in cuts to 
Medicaid in order to provide such tax 
cuts. Unfortunately, that amendment 
was blocked from consideration by 
members of the Rules Committee last 
night. 

To my Republican colleagues who 
agreed that we must protect Medicaid, 
I hope they will join me in support of 
this amendment should I have the op-
portunity to offer it here. 

Madam Speaker, this is my common-
sense solution to honor the trust our 
constituents put in us when they sent 
us to Congress. I urge my colleagues to 
oppose the previous question and sup-
port this amendment. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, the ranking mem-
ber has discussed a number of votes 
taken at the Rules Committee markup 
last night. Once again, the budget is 
the first step in the process, not the 
last. Many of these amendments will 
have the opportunity to be debated 
thoughtfully and ad nauseam, I have 

no doubt, in the authorizing commit-
tees. 

The Democrats are speaking fear, not 
facts. Saying something that is false 
over and over again does not make it 
true. These amendments can be given 
consideration in the committees of ju-
risdiction. That is the process of reg-
ular order. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
say to the gentlewoman that Repub-
lican Members are raising concerns 
about these cuts. Maybe we can share 
some of those press clippings with her. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN). 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this 
budget is about the millionaires, the 
trillionaires, the people earning over 
$400,000 a year, and giving them a $4 
trillion tax cut over the next 10 years. 
It is not about working people. It is 
about hurting working people, hurting 
the poor, hurting people with disabil-
ities, and hurting children. 

What this Congress is looking at 
doing, because of Musk and Trump and 
the Republican colleagues here that I 
share this floor with, is cutting pro-
grams that help the public. 

In October, Elon Musk incorporated 
United States of America, Inc., in 
Texas. What that means is it shows his 
mentality. He thinks he owns this gov-
ernment. He has bought it. He has been 
given it. He doesn’t care about anybody 
else. He is the only stockholder. 

America is not a stockholder. Ameri-
cans are the people who give him the 
money to give it to the trillionaires 
and billionaires who were first in Presi-
dent Trump’s inaugural crowd. They 
were first in the crowd. They are first 
in his mind. They are first in his heart. 
They are his people. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 
will reiterate that saying something 
false over and over again doesn’t make 
it true. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
say to the gentlewoman the facts do 
matter. Her Members are complaining 
about the cuts in the Republican budg-
et. Read them. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute in 
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. 
DEXTER). 

Ms. DEXTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to this rule which 
allows for consideration of the Repub-
licans’ extreme budget that slashes 
funding for vital programs like Med-
icaid, SNAP, and Federal housing as-
sistance to bankroll $4.5 trillion in tax 
breaks for billionaires and big corpora-
tions. 

Last week, I got a devastating call 
from Susan who lives in Sandy, Or-
egon. She and her husband worked all 
their lives and saved diligently for re-
tirement but had a single accident that 
wiped out their savings. They are now 
in their seventies and rely on Medicaid, 

SNAP, and utility assistance to just 
make ends meet each month. 

The legislation in front of us today 
would rip these benefits from Susan 
and her husband, denying them access 
to healthcare, forcing them to ration 
their food, and jeopardizing their abil-
ity to remain in their home. For what? 
To line the pockets of the 
ultrawealthy, to pad the bottom line of 
corporations already raking in profits. 

I offered six commonsense amend-
ments to this bill to safeguard critical 
programs for people like Susan and so 
many Oregonians like her. Republicans 
rejected every single one of my amend-
ments. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. DEXTER. Madam Speaker, as 
has been true all along, they have no 
interest in protecting America’s mid-
dle class. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
may I inquire of the gentlewoman how 
many more speakers she has? I can’t 
remember the last time she had one. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 
am prepared to close. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
may I inquire as to how much time is 
remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 21⁄4 
minutes remaining. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, a majority of Amer-
icans now say that Donald Trump is 
doing a bad job at handling the econ-
omy. I don’t blame them. Prices are 
going up on everything in large part 
because of Trump’s tariffs. Meanwhile, 
wages for workers have not kept pace 
with inflation for decades. Home own-
ership is slipping out of reach for more 
and more people. 

I will end this debate where we 
began. Whose side are my Republican 
colleagues on? Talk is cheap, Madam 
Speaker. This place runs on hot air 
from corrupt politicians whose only 
care in the world is where their next 
campaign check comes from. 

Last night in the Rules Committee, 
Democrats gave Republicans a chance 
to show whose side they are on. Every 
single one of them voted against pro-
tecting Medicaid so they could give tax 
breaks to billionaires. That is how they 
voted. 

Every single one of them voted 
against protecting the child tax credit 
so they could give tax cuts to billion-
aires. Every single one of them voted 
against protecting food assistance for 
hungry families so they could give tax 
breaks to billionaires. 

The gentlewoman can claim what-
ever she wants. The truth is this budg-
et betrays the middle class in favor of 
tax giveaways for billionaires. It gives 
trillions in handouts to the 
ultrawealthy, billionaires, and greedy 
corporations to the tune of $314,266 
each every year for the top 0.1 percent. 
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That is an average. Some of them will 
get millions. 

That is a bigger giveaway to the 
ultrarich than most people make in a 
year. To pay for it, they are stealing 
from the American people. They are 
stealing from Americans. They are be-
traying the people who voted for them. 
This is the betrayal on a scale I don’t 
think we have ever seen before. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to fight 
to expose it and to stop it. I have said 
this over and over again. We need tax 
relief for workers, not the ultrarich. 
We need to preserve Social Security 
and Medicare, not gut them to pay for 
corporate handouts. We should protect 
Medicaid and food benefits for working 
families because we know these are 
programs that people rely on and need 
when times get tough. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
you can shut me up but you can’t si-
lence the voice of the American people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is no longer recognized. 

b 1315 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, de-
spite what Democrats may claim, the 
American people know the Biden-Har-
ris administration caused enormous 
damage to our economy, weakened our 
national security, allowed millions of 
illegal immigrants and deadly fentanyl 
to flood across our southern border, 
and crippled American energy inde-
pendence. That is exactly why voters 
rejected their failed leadership in the 
last election. 

Once again, this resolution does not 
cut a single specific program or ben-
efit. The Democrats are speaking fear, 
not facts, and saying something over 
and over again that is false does not 
make it true. Democrats have told 
these lies before and were proven 
wrong. 

The Democrats want to continue 4 
more years of Bidenomics. We want to 
put us on a path to prosperity. These 
are the same people claiming that 
there is no waste, fraud, or abuse in 
Washington. 

This resolution will begin a process 
that sets a fiscal framework to meet 
the agenda the American people de-
manded in November. 

Let’s talk about some of their 
claims, that this is a handout to bil-
lionaires. It is their party that aban-
doned the middle class by spending like 
crazy. Not extending the 2017 Trump 
tax cuts would be the ultimate be-
trayal of the middle class. The average 
taxpayer in my district, in the Ninth 
District of Indiana, would see a 26 per-
cent tax hike if the tax cuts the Demo-
crats oppose expire. 

A family of four making $67,000, the 
median income in my district, would be 
a $1,289 tax increase. More than 6 mil-
lion people were lifted out of poverty 
under Republican tax reform, dropping 
the poverty rate to 10.5 percent, the 
lowest in U.S. history. 

They claim this budget slashes food 
assistance. This resolution makes no 
changes to current law, no cuts in ben-
efits, zero. 

They claim costs will go up. We will 
reverse Biden’s spending spree and 
bend the curve on mandatory spending 
that is driving our debt. 

Inflation skyrocketed 21 percent 
under the Biden administration. That 
is why 77 million Americans voted for 
President Trump, to fix the economy 
and rein in Washington’s waste, fraud, 
abuse, and reckless spending. 

Let’s go with facts, not fear. This res-
olution doesn’t say the words ‘‘SNAP’’ 
or ‘‘Medicaid’’ or ‘‘school lunch’’ once. 

We are cutting waste, fraud, and 
abuse for people who are here legally. 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act helped peo-
ple get off SNAP, which is a good 
thing. A GAO report last year showed 
improper payments could be costing 
the Federal Government more than 
$500 billion annually. 

I am not here to fight with my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle. I 
am here to fight on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, and that is exactly what 
we are going to continue to do. 

In the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, my 
friends want to scare the American 
people into thinking that this is a tax 
cut for billionaires to detract from the 
fact that the 2017 tax cuts under the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act have been ex-
tremely successful. 

Let’s look at what has made it a suc-
cess. By every conceivable measure, 
American workers and the economy 
were better off. Americans earned big-
ger paychecks, unemployment for 
every group was at a historic low, and 
poverty dropped to its lowest level in 
history. 

The 2017 Trump tax cuts lowered tax 
rates for all Americans. In fact, the 
lowest earning individuals gained the 
most benefit. The bottom 20 percent of 
earners, those with incomes up to 
$26,000, saw their Federal tax rate fall 
to the lowest point in 40 years. 

Earnings under $100,000 received an 
average cut of 16 percent, while the 
share of taxes paid by the top 1 percent 
increased. This is not simply a tax cut 
for the rich. 

Finally, if these tax cuts expire, it 
will devastate our Nation’s families, 
workers, and small business owners. 
The average taxpayer would see a 22 
percent tax hike, meaning on average 
they will pay $1,695 more in taxes; 40 
million families will see their child tax 
credit cut in half; and 26 million small 
businesses would be hit with a 43.4 per-
cent top tax rate. This is over 20 points 
higher than what businesses pay in 
Communist China. 

Because of House Republicans and 
President Trump, American workers 
enjoyed the fastest wage growth in a 
decade. This spread to Americans 
across the income distribution with 
lower-wage workers experiencing 50 
percent higher wage growth than high- 
income workers. Higher wages led to a 
rapid growth in household income. Just 

2 years after enactment of the tax cuts, 
real median household income rose by 
over $5,000. 

In total, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act’s 
pro-growth policies helped contribute 
to 3 percent growth in 2018 and 2.6 per-
cent growth in 2019, well above CBO’s 
pre-Tax Cuts and Jobs Act projections 
of 2.2 percent and 1.7 percent respec-
tively. 

Meanwhile, we have seen what 
Bidenflation has cost American fami-
lies. 

Again, this budget resolution does 
not cut a single specific program or 
benefit. The budget resolution sets a 
framework. It is a first step toward de-
livering on the America First agenda 
and getting our country back on track. 

We will secure our border. We will re-
build the American economy. We will 
unleash American energy and safe-
guard our financial future. 

Madam Speaker, 77 million Ameri-
cans voted for this agenda, and it is our 
job to deliver on those promises. 

I look forward to moving these bills 
out of the House this week. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in voting ‘‘yes’’ 
on the previous question and ‘‘yes’’ on 
the rule. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 161 OFFERED BY 
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Strike all after Sec. 2 and insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026 
through 2034. The first reading of the concur-
rent resolution shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
concurrent resolution are waived. General 
debate shall not exceed three hours, with 
two hours of general debate confined to the 
congressional budget equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Budget or 
their respective designees and one hour of 
general debate on the subject of economic 
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Schweikert of Ari-
zona and Representative Beyer of Virginia or 
their respective designees. After general de-
bate the concurrent resolution shall be con-
sidered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. The amendment specified in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, shall be considered as read. 
No further amendment shall be in order ex-
cept the amendment specified in section 4 of 
this resolution. Such amendment may be of-
fered only by Representative Gray of Cali-
fornia or a designee, shall be considered as 
read, shall be debatable for 10 minutes equal-
ly divided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent, shall not be subject to 
amendment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All 
points of order against the amendment in 
section 4 are waived. After the conclusion of 
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consideration of the concurrent resolution 
for further amendment, the Committee shall 
rise and report the concurrent resolution, as 
amended, to the House with such further 
amendment as may have been adopted. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution and 
amendments thereto to adoption without in-
tervening motion except amendments offered 
by the chairman of the Committee on the 
Budget pursuant to section 305(a)(5) of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to achieve 
mathematical consistency. The concurrent 
resolution shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question of its adoption. 

SEC. 4.The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 3 is as follows: 

Add at the end of title V the following: 
SEC.___.POINT OF ORDER AGAINST MEDICAID 

CUTS TO FUND TAX BREAKS FOR 
THE WEALTHY. 

It shall not be in order in the House of Rep-
resentatives to consider any bill or joint res-
olution, or amendment thereto or conference 
report thereon, that would— 

(1) reduce tax liability for any taxable year 
beginning after 2025, compared to taxable 
years beginning during 2025, for any indi-
vidual taxpayer whose net worth exceeds 
$1,000,000,000; and 

(2) reduce coverage for individuals enrolled 
under the Medicaid program under title XIX 
of the Social Security Act, shift the respon-
sibility for funding such program or for cov-
erage under such program to States, or in-
clude a net reduction in Federal funding for 
such program. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1330 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DESJARLAIS) at 1 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 161; and 

Adoption of House Resolution 161, if 
ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 20, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
RELATING TO ‘‘ENERGY CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM: ENERGY 
CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR 
CONSUMER GAS-FIRED INSTAN-
TANEOUS WATER HEATERS’’; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 35, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE 
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL 
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES 
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE, 
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS’’; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. 
RES. 14; CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2025 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering 
the previous question on the resolution 
(H. Res. 161) providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
20) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy 
relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-
gram: Energy Conservation Standards 
for Consumer Gas-fired Instantaneous 
Water Heaters’’; providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
35) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘Waste Emis-
sions Charge for Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Systems: Procedures for Fa-
cilitating Compliance, Including Net-
ting and Exemptions’’; providing for 
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 14) establishing the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2025 
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026 
through 2034, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays 
210, not voting 7, as follows: 

[Roll No. 46] 

YEAS—216 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei (NV) 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Downing 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Garbarino 
Gill (TX) 
Gimenez 

Goldman (TX) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Graves 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Langworthy 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McDowell 
McGuire 
Messmer 
Meuser 

Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Onder 
Owens 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wied 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—210 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amo 
Ansari 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bell 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bynum 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 

Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 

Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dexter 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Elfreth 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans (PA) 
Fields 
Figures 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
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