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(Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) were added as cosponsors of S. 107,
a bill to amend the Lumbee Act of 1956.
S. 127
At the request of Mr. FETTERMAN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. SHEEHY) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 127, a bill to estab-
lish a whole-home repairs program for
eligible homeowners and eligible land-
lords, and for other purposes.
S. 187
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
137, a bill to amend title 41, United
States Code, to prohibit the Federal
Government from entering into con-
tracts with an entity that discrimi-
nates against firearm or ammunition
industries, and for other purposes.
S. 143
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
LANKFORD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 143, a bill to amend the Clean Air
Act to repeal the natural gas tax.
S. 158
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CrUz) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 158, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide that
aliens who have been convicted of, or
who have committed, sex offenses or
domestic violence are inadmissible and
deportable.
S. 237
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 237, a bill to amend the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 to provide public safety officer
benefits for exposure-related cancers,
and for other purposes.
S. 310
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 310, a bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to address the crisis in accessing
affordable housing and child care
through the co-location of housing and
child care, and for other purposes.
S. 315
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 315, a bill to require the
Secretary of Transportation to issue a
rule requiring access to AM broadcast
stations in passenger motor vehicles,
and for other purposes.
S. 339
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
339, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for
Medicare coverage of multi-cancer
early detection screening tests.
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S. 424
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 424, a bill to amend the
Federal securities laws to enhance
403(b) plans, and for other purposes.
S. 526
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 526, a bill to prevent unfair
and deceptive acts or practices and the
dissemination of false information re-
lated to pharmacy benefit management
services for prescription drugs, and for
other purposes.
S. 540
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE,
the names of the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CrUz), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. BUDD) and the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 540, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
require the consideration of continuity
of health care in determining best med-
ical interest under the Veterans Com-
munity Care Program, and for other
purposes.
S. 545
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. GALLEGO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 545, a bill to prohibit certain
uses of xylazine, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 557
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 557, a bill to repeal the small busi-
ness loan data collection requirements
under the Equal Credit Opportunity
Act.
S. 558
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the names of the Senator
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. KELLY), the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
McCORMICK) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 558, a bill to provide for
the consideration of a definition of
antisemitism set forth by the Inter-
national Holocaust Remembrance Alli-
ance for the enforcement of Federal
antidiscrimination laws concerning
education programs or activities, and
for other purposes.
S. 561
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Utah (Mr. CURTIS)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 561, a
bill to amend the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 to require the Secretary to
designate food and food products to be
made available under the supplemental
nutrition assistance program, and for
other purposes.
S. 573
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
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Vermont (Mr. WELCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 573, a bill to designate a
mountain in the State of Alaska as
Denali.
S.J. RES. 10

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as cospon-
sors of S.J. Res. 10, a joint resolution
terminating the national emergency
declared with respect to energy.

S. RES. 53

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) and the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 53,
a resolution recognizing the 80th anni-
versary of the amphibious landing on
the Japanese island of Iwo Jima during
World War II and the raisings of the
flag of the United States on Mount
Suribachi.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. ScorT of Florida,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO):

S. 614. A Dbill to designate the area of
Sumner Row between 16th Street and
Northwest and L Street Northwest in
Washington, District of Columbia, as
“Alexei Navalny Way’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 614

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The administration of President Vladi-
mir V. Putin of the Russian Federation has
engaged in transnational repression, assas-
sinations of political opponents, poisoning
and other attempted murders of political op-
ponents, journalists, and human rights de-
fenders, systemic human rights abuses, and
unprovoked military attacks against and de-
ployments to neighboring countries.

(2) The administration of President Vladi-
mir V. Putin of the Russian Federation has
carried out arrests and detentions of individ-
uals who peacefully seek democratic free-
doms or oppose his repression, corruption,
and invasion of Ukraine.

(3) Alexei Navalny was a Russian political
dissident and activist dedicated to pro-
moting democratic freedoms and fighting
corruption in Russia.

(4) On February 16, 2024, the Russian prison
where Alexei Navalny was being held after
his conviction on fabricated charges in Feb-
ruary 2021 announced that he had died a day
after he was seen in good health.

(5) Alexei Navalny had a history of expos-
ing the widespread corruption that sustained
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the Putin regime by enriching its enablers.
He was recognized and awarded on numerous
occasions for his work fighting corruption
and promoting democratic ideals. Those rec-
ognitions and awards include the 2015 Prize
of the Platform of European Memory and
Conscience, a nomination for the 2021 Nobel
Peace Prize, the 2021 Boris Nemtsov Prize for
Courage, the 2021 Moral Courage Award by
the Geneva Summit for Human Rights and
Democracy, the 2021 Knight of Freedom
Award by the Casimir Pulaski Foundation,
and the 2021 Sakharov Prize by the European
Parliament.

(6) Alexei Navalny and fellow dissident
Vladimir Kara-Murza endured several
poisonings and other attempts on their lives
carried out by Putin’s government.

(7) Renaming the street near the official
residence of the Russian Ambassador to the
United States serves as a continuing expres-
sion of solidarity between the people of the
United States and the people of the Russian
Federation, who are engaged in a sustained,
peaceful, and patriotic struggle for funda-
mental freedoms.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF ALEXEI NAVALNY WAY.

(a) DESIGNATION OF WAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The area of Sumner Row
Northwest between 16th Street Northwest
and L Street Northwest in Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, shall be known and des-
ignated as ‘‘Alexei Navalny Way’’.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the area re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to ‘‘Alexei Navalny Way’’.

(b) S1GNs.—The District of Columbia shall
construct 2 street signs—

(1) that contain the
Navalny Way’’;

(2) one of which shall be placed imme-
diately above existing signs between 1135
16th Street Northwest and 1119-1125 16th
Street Northwest;

(3) one of which shall be placed on a sign
post at 15665 L Street Northwest; and

(4) that are similar in design to the signs
used by the District of Columbia to des-
ignate the location of Metro stations.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SANDERS,
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. KING, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KAINE,
and Mr. FETTERMAN):

S. 624. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to achieve parity between
the cost-of-living adjustment with re-
spect to an annuity under the Federal
Employees Retirement System and an
annuity under the Civil Service Retire-
ment System, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to speak in support of the Equal COLA
Act, which I introduced today.

The Federal Government’s workforce
is central to protecting our national
security and delivering critical serv-
ices to hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans. As such, it is essential that the
Federal Government attract and retain
an effective workforce and, once their
service is complete, ensure retirees re-
ceive the dignified retirement that
they deserve. It is clear that now more
than ever, Congress must step up and
support our Federal workforce.

Unfortunately, in 1986, Congress cre-
ated a two-tiered system that now pre-
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vents nearly 800,000 retired Federal em-
ployees from receiving a full cost-of-
living adjustment when consumer
prices increase more than 2 percent
from year to year.

In January, some Federal retirees re-
ceived a 2.5-percent COLA. However,
other Federal retirees received only a
2.0-percent increase due to this policy,
which fails to protect retired employ-
ees living on a fixed income. I believe
all Federal retirees who have worked in
service to our country should receive a
full adjustment to their benefits each
year that is consistent with national
economic trends.

That is why I am proud to reintro-
duce this legislation to fix this unfair
system and ensure that all retired Fed-
eral employees receive full retirement
benefits that keep up with the cost of
living.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill to ensure that re-
tired Federal employees no longer pay
the price of a misguided law and that
their benefits fully keep pace with the
cost of living.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I have
one request for a committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
has the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 18, 2025, to con-
duct a business meeting.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 18, 2025

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, February 19; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business then be closed, and the Senate
resume consideration of Calendar No.
13, S. Con. Res. 7; further, that at 12
noon, the Senate execute the order of
February 13 in relation to the Loeffler
nomination and that following disposi-
tion of the Loeffler nomination, the
Senate recess until 2:15 to allow for the
weekly conference lunches; finally,
that all time during recess and ad-
journment count equally towards Cal-
endar No. 13, S. Con. Res. 7; and that if
any nominations are confirmed during
Wednesday’s session, the motions to re-
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consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, is it
Wednesday yet? It feels like it. I got
over here to vote at 5.

———
ORDERS FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator
MERKLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KENNEDY. To whom I apologize
for him having to wait so long because
of our inefficiencies.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, this
evening we had a vote on the motion to
proceed to the Republican budget reso-
lution, and that passed. It was a simple
majority vote. And this budget resolu-
tion has a very simple, straightforward
theme: Families lose, and billionaires
win.

The plan is simple: Slash programs
for families, give massive tax give-
aways to millionaires and billionaires,
and run the country deeper into debt.

That is not a plan that my constitu-
ents back home would vote for or sup-
port. They don’t want to see the pro-
grams that enable families to stand on
their feet be slashed or destroyed. They
don’t think that our megamillionaires
and billionaires need more massive
giveaways, and they certainly don’t
want to see the debt run up in the proc-
ess. But that is where we are.

Now, my Republican colleagues
might say: Well, not so fast. This bill is
really about securing our border and
national defense.

But don’t let that fool you. Senate
Democrats are happy to entertain an
appropriations bill to address these
issues. In fact, we had a strong, bipar-
tisan defense spending bill in the Ap-
propriations Committee last year. Sen-
ate Democrats also supported a bipar-
tisan immigration bill, and that was
just a year ago May; but the bill was
killed. Bipartisan, negotiated bill was
killed when then-Candidate Trump
said: Senate Republicans, I don’t want
you to fix the problem. I want to have
this as a campaign element, the chaos
at the border, so don’t fix it.

So it was killed. So you have Demo-
crats ready to work on national de-
fense, as we have in the past, and will-
ing to work on security at the border.

So this bill is not about that. This
bill is about this: Slashing programs
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