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PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 

OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 11, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 11) 
providing for a joint session of Congress to 
receive a message from the President. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 11) was agreed to. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the en bloc consideration of 
the following Senate resolutions, which 
were submitted earlier today: S. Res. 84 
and S. Res. 85. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions (S. Res. 84 and S. 
Res. 85) were agreed to. 

The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

CONFIRMATION OF HOWARD 
LUTNICK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak in support of the nomi-
nation of Howard Lutnick to be Sec-
retary of the Department of Commerce. 

When I met with Mr. Lutnick, I 
stressed two related issues to him. The 
first was the importance of being re-
sponsive to Congress. 

I view listening to whistleblowers 
and sending letters to Agencies as part 
of my oversight responsibility to bring 
transparency to the American people. 

Agencies in turn have a responsi-
bility to respond to congressional let-
ters to remain accountable. 

I also stressed the impacts that trade 
retaliation can have on domestic indus-
tries, something that Iowa farmers 
know well. 

As international trade continues to 
heat up in the administration, I expect 
timely responses from Agencies like 
Mr. Lutnick’s to provide transparency 
to the American people. 

I look forward to working with Mr. 
Lutnick to foster more fair trade with 
America’s trading partners while re-
maining transparent with the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAYMOND LANG 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for the 
past five decades, Americans have re-
lied on Amtrak to travel our great Na-
tion. From shuttling President Biden 
between Delaware and Washington dur-
ing his early days as a Senator to giv-
ing people across the country a way of 
getting to work and special destina-
tions, Amtrak is an invaluable service 
to our Nation. And Raymond Lang, 
who recently retired from Amtrak 
after 30 years of service, has been an 
invaluable part of Amtrak. 

Ray’s career at Amtrak started from 
humble beginnings, as an intern in Am-
trak’s government affairs office in 1994. 
From the start, he was hard-working, 
reliable, and he loved the work. So, 
when Amtrak created business units, 
Ray saw an opportunity to join the 
company full time, and in 1996, he was 
dispatched to the Chicago-based inter-
city business unit’s government affairs 
office. His territory was broad and 
challenging to manage, with many re-
lationships that required careful atten-
tion. At the time, Amtrak was experi-
encing significant financial challenges, 
resulting in reduced service. But Ray 
worked tirelessly—almost always trav-
eling by train—to meet with local and 
State officials, bringing their perspec-
tive and experiences back to Amtrak 
leadership. In the end, Amtrak restored 
much of their service. 

Ray carried this specialized knowl-
edge with him for the rest of his career 
with Amtrak. Learning about the com-
munities his company served helped 
them to become some of the strongest 
advocates for the future of rail. There 
were very few mayors, city managers, 
State legislators, or rail advocates in 
towns served by Amtrak who did not 
know Ray. He and his team were am-
bassadors for rail, mobilizing mayors 
to speak up on behalf of expanding and 
improving Amtrak service and making 
station revitalization a priority in 
their communities. 

Over the years, Ray left his mark on 
Amtrak, resulting in promotions into 
positions with greater responsibility 
and authority. He was integral to keep-
ing the legendary Southwest Chief—a 
long-distance route between Chicago 
and Los Angeles—on its current route, 
thereby keeping rail service in several 
Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico 
towns. He provided testimony to State 
legislatures and formed partnerships 

with State departments of transpor-
tation staff and leadership. He helped 
inaugurate service on countless routes 
and was instrumental in helping Illi-
nois double its service in the 2000s. 
And, by the early 2000s, he was running 
the Chicago government affairs office, 
later becoming responsible for all 
State and local government affairs and 
leading a staff based in New York, New 
Orleans, Seattle, and Oakland. 

Ray was a visible, respected, and ac-
cessible leader. And he truly cared 
about Amtrak and all of the commu-
nities it served. He worked for eight 
CEOs, all of whom relied on Ray for 
guidance across the network. Ray, al-
ways sharply dressed, would escort 
them to meetings, hearings, and local 
communities. On one such trip, Ray 
was traveling to communities along 
the California Zephyr route with CEO 
David Gunn. Visiting a mayor in 
Mount Pleasant, IA, Gunn chose to 
wear a shirt and slacks while Ray wore 
a suit and tie. When the mayor wel-
comed them, he went straight to the 
man in the suit, shook Ray’s hand 
first, and said: ‘‘It is a pleasure to meet 
you, Mr. Gunn.’’ 

In 2020, in the midst of the COVID–19 
pandemic, Amtrak promoted Ray to be 
vice president of State supported serv-
ices. His vast experience and relation-
ships with communities across the 
country made him the right person for 
the job, and he was a steadying hand 
through Amtrak’s pandemic recovery. 
Highlights of his tenure in leadership 
include new service in Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Minnesota. 

Ray’s career has been nothing short 
of exceptional. He has been a trusted 
partner to my office over the years, 
and Amtrak is better off because of 
Ray’s leadership—as are the millions of 
Americans who depend on Amtrak. I 
wish Ray and his wife Brenda the best 
of luck in this next, well-deserved 
chapter of their lives. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATIONS 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the notifications 
that have been received. If the cover 
letter references a classified annex, 
then such an annex is available to all 
Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1039 February 19, 2025 
DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
24–110, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Romania for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $84 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL F. MILLER, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24–110 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Romania. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $41 million. 
Other $43 million. 
Total $84 million. 
Funding Source: National Funds 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Four hundred (400) Guided Bomb Unit 

(GBU)–39B Small Diameter Bombs (SDB–I). 
Two (2) GBU–39 (T–1)/B inert practice bombs 
with fuze. 

Non-Major Defense Equipment: 
The following non-MDE items will also be 

included: GBU–39 tactical training rounds; 
Common Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); ADU– 
890E Computer Test Set Adapter Groups; 
containers, weapons system support, and 
support and test equipment; training aids, 
devices, and spare parts; consumables and 
accessories, and repair and return support; 
publications and technical data; personnel 
training and training equipment; warranties; 
transportation support; site surveys; U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, lo-
gistics, and technical support services; and 
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (RO– 
D–YAB). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
February 18, 2025. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Romania—GBU–39B Small Diameter Bombs 

The Government of Romania has requested 
to buy four hundred (400) Guided Bomb Unit 
(GBU)–39B Small Diameter Bombs (SDB–I), 
and two (2) GBU–39 (T–1)/B inert practice 
bombs with fuze. The following non-MDE 
items will also be included: GBU–39 tactical 
training rounds; Common Munitions Built- 
In-Test (BIT)/Reprogramming Equipment 
(CMBRE); ADU 890E Computer Test Set 
Adapter Groups; containers, weapons system 
support, and support and test equipment; 
training aids, devices, and spare parts; 
consumables and accessories, and repair and 
return support; publications and technical 

data; personnel training and training equip-
ment; warranties; transportation support; 
site surveys; U.S. Government and con-
tractor engineering, logistics, and technical 
support services; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $84 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is an important 
force for political and economic stability in 
Europe. 

This proposed sale will improve Romania’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats by increasing its ability to deter and 
defend against all threats and to participate 
in NATO coalition air operations. Romania 
will have no difficulty absorbing these arti-
cles and services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be The Boe-
ing Company, located in St. Louis, MO. At 
this time, the U.S. Government is not aware 
of any offset agreement proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. Any offset 
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Romania. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24–110 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Guided Bomb Unit (GBU)–39 Small 

Diameter Bomb Increment 1 (SDB–I) All Up 
Round (AUR) is a 250-pound GPS-aided con-
ventional air-to-ground precision glide weap-
on with an inertial navigation system and 
small autonomous, day or night, and adverse 
weather capabilities able to strike fixed and 
stationary targets from standoff ranges. It is 
intended to provide aircraft with an ability 
to carry a high number of bombs. Aircraft 
are able to carry four SDBs in place of one 
2,000-pound bomb. 

2. The GBU–39/B inert practice bombs with 
fuze are identical to a live tactical weapon 
except that the live warhead is replaced with 
an inert fill. These bombs are suited for 
training missions where a flight termination 
system or collection of telemetry data is not 
a necessity. 

3. Common Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/ 
Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE) is sup-
port equipment used to interface with weap-
on systems to initiate and report BIT re-
sults, and upload and download flight soft-
ware. CMBRE supports multiple munitions 
platforms with a range of applications that 
perform preflight checks, periodic mainte-
nance checks, loading of Operational Flight 
Program (OFP) data, loading of munitions 
mission planning data, loading of Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) cryptographic keys, 
and declassification of munitions memory. 

4. The ADU–891 Adapter Group Test Set 
provides the physical and electrical interface 
between the CMBRE and the bomb. 

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a 

system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties. 

7. A determination has been made that Ro-
mania can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

8. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Ro-
mania. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING SWEETHEART 
BAKERY AND HOMER’S DELI 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair 
of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, each 
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa 
small business that exemplifies the 
American entrepreneurial spirit. This 
week, it is my privilege to recognize 
Sweetheart Bakery and Homer’s Deli of 
Clinton, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

In 1950, Sweetheart Bakery began as 
a small family-owned operation when 
real-life sweethearts Charlie and Flor-
ence Thornton opened their first store-
front on Main Avenue. Their son 
Charles J. Thornton joined the busi-
ness, learned the beloved recipes, and 
eventually took the reins when his fa-
ther passed away. In 1978, Charles, 
along with his wife Joanne moved 
Sweetheart Bakery one block west, ex-
panding the business into its current 
storefront in the Lyons business dis-
trict. After decades of success, the 
third generation of the Thornton fam-
ily officially took over in 1998 when 
Charles’ son Chuck and his wife Brenda 
purchased the Main Avenue shop. Upon 
taking over, they merged the family 
bakery with Homer’s Deli, the next- 
door restaurant that the two also 
owned and managed. 

With each generation, the bakery has 
evolved while maintaining its family 
values. Today, Sweetheart Bakery and 
Homer’s Deli remain a family-owned 
and operated small business, and the 
fourth generation is already working 
alongside the business’ 33 community- 
based employees. Chuck and Brenda’s 
children Shauna and Derek help man-
age daily operations and are part own-
ers of the company. The bakery re-
mains committed to crafting every-
thing from scratch, including its fa-
mous cakes, seasonal cookies, pastries, 
and handmade candy. Their homemade 
breads and buns, crafted from Grandpa 
Thornton’s 75-year-old recipes, remain 
customer favorites, as do their world- 
famous Blarney Stones. Homer’s Deli 
complements the bakery, offering fresh 
sandwiches and soups, making the es-
tablishment a go-to spot for the Clin-
ton community, as well as local organi-
zations looking to cater. 

Beyond their commitment to quality 
food and baked goods, the Thornton 
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