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Simply put, this is a punitive tax
that will be passed along to consumers
and will force energy developers to
shut in production. That means higher
prices to heat your homes. That means
higher prices to cook your food. That
means higher cost of natural gas for all
consumers. Also, less supply of domes-
tic energy means higher gas bills for
consumers and an increased reliance on
energy imports.

Instead of new taxes and regulations
designed to stifle production, we should
be supporting innovation to maximize
the use of our abundant and affordable
oil and gas reserves.

Our energy producers utilize the lat-
est and the greatest technology, ena-
bling more energy production with the
best environmental stewardship.

Today, the United States is the
world’s largest oil and gas producer,
and at the same time, we have also led
the world in emissions reductions

Since 1990, U.S. natural gas produc-
tion has doubled—this is an interesting
stat. Since 1990, U.S. natural gas pro-
duction has doubled; yet at the same
time, we have reduced total emissions
by 20 percent—double the output—dou-
ble the output and a 20-percent reduc-
tion in emissions. We have been able to
increase crude oil production by 60 per-
cent over the same time period.

When I was Governor of North Da-
kota in 2000, our State was producing
less than 100,000 barrels a day. We took
that up to 1.5 million barrels of oil a
day. This doesn’t just happen over-
night. It is because we work to provide
the regulatory certainty to empower
innovation and entrepreneurial spirit
to unlock the potential for energy de-
velopment in our State and in our
country.

As North Dakota became an energy
powerhouse, our State producers have
worked hard to meet the challenges of
managing growing volumes of natural
gas associated with oil production.

North Dakota producers have endeav-
ored to dramatically increase the tar-
geted gas capture rate from 74 percent
to 95 percent over the past 10 years,
again, through innovation, through
technology—the latest and greatest
methods that we have implemented.

Producers want to improve on that
rate—and we continue to—but the
Biden administration and its Green
New Deal allies tried to make it—and,
in fact, did make it—harder to permit
the very gathering systems that we
needed to capture that natural gas. So
they impeded our ability to reduce
emissions.

Instead of supporting more gathering
lines and interstate pipelines, the
Biden administration’s natural gas tax
will hinder domestic production.

Further, because our Nation gen-
erates over 40 percent of our electricity
from natural gas, burdensome taxes on
natural gas producers will result in
more expensive and less reliable elec-
tricity, more inflation for consumers
across the country as a result.

Also, less production at home makes
other nations and our allies abroad

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

more dependent on adversarial nations
that have no regard for environmental
standards. Think Russia. Think Ven-
ezuela. Think OPEC.

At the end of the day, energy secu-
rity directly impacts our economic and
national security. This is about taking
the handcuffs off and empowering our
energy producers to increase supply
and bring down prices for American
families and businesses. That is why we
are working to roll back the Biden ad-
ministration’s disastrous policies on
energy, like this natural gas tax.

I want to thank EPW, Chairwoman
CAPITO, and the 25 other cosponsors of
my resolution.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this Congressional Review Act resolu-
tion.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues and the Trump ad-
ministration to repeal this misguided
tax on natural gas, while increasing en-
ergy production across the board in
this country with good environmental
stewardship that will truly make
America energy dominant once again.

I yield back all remaining time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
is yielded back.

The clerk will read the title of the
resolution for the third time.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

VOTE ON $.J. RES. 10

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint
resolution having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the joint
resolution pass?

Mr. WYDEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER).

The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 52, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Leg.]

YEAS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Iélql;uchar Slotkin

oons ujan X

Cortez Masto Markey ‘Slzlritgollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NAYS—52
Banks Cassidy Daines
Barrasso Collins Ernst
Blackburn Cornyn Fischer
Boozman Cotton Graham
Britt Crapo Grassley
Budd Cruz Hagerty
Capito Curtis Hawley
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Hoeven McCormick Scott (FL)
Husted Moody Scott (SC)
Hyde-Smith Moran Sheehy
Johnson Moreno Sullivan
Justice Mullin Thune
Kennedy Murkowski Tillis
iankford g?u; " Tuberville
ee icketts ;
Wicker
Lummis Risch Yéfmel
Marshall Rounds o
McConnell Schmitt
NOT VOTING—1
Cramer

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 10)
was rejected.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-

TICE). The Senator from North Dakota.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO
“WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE,
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS”—Motion to Proceed

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I move
to proceed to Calendar No. 14, S.J. Res.
12.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 14, S.J.
Res. 12, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency relating to
“Waste Emissions Charge for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Systems: Procedures for Facili-
tating Compliance, Including Netting and
Exemptions’.

Mr. HOEVEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER).

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 96 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Banks Grassley Mullin
Barrasso Hagerty Murkowski
Blackburn Hawley Paul
Boozman Hoeven Ricketts
Britt Husted Risch
Budd Hyde-Smith Rounds
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Justice Scott (FL)
Collins Kennedy S
cott (SC)

Cornyn Lankford

Sheehy
Cotton Lee .
Crapo Lummis Sullivan
Cruz Marshall Thune
Curtis McConnell Tillis
Daines McCormick Tqbervllle
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
Graham Moreno
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NAYS—47

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester K@m Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elqpuchar Slotkin

oons ujan Smith
Cortez Masto Markey VZE Hollen
Duckworth Merkley

o Warner
Durbin Murphy War k
Fetterman Murray a11n0c
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Cramer
The motion was agreed to.
—————

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO
“WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE,
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 12) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘“Waste Emissions Charge
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems:
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 802, there will
now be 10 hours of debate, equally di-
vided.

———

APPOINTMENTS CORRECTION

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a correction
to an appointment made on February
25, 2025, be printed in the RECORD. For
the information of the Senate, this cor-
rection is clerical and does not change
membership of the British-American
Interparliamentary Group Conference
made by the appointment.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, and upon the recommenda-
tion of the Democratic Leader, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2761, as amended, ap-
points the following Senator as Vice
Chairman of the Senate Delegation to
the British-American Interparliamen-
tary Group Conference during the 119th

Congress: the Honorable SHELDON

WHITEHOUSE of Rhode Island.
———
APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Chair, on behalf of the Democratic
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Leader, pursuant to the provisions of
Public Law 99-93, as amended by Public
Law 99-151, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the United States
Senate Caucus on International Nar-
cotics Control: the Honorable SHELDON
WHITEHOUSE of Rhode Island, Vice
Chairman; the Honorable RICHARD
BLUMENTHAL of Connecticut; the Hon-
orable BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Majority Leader, pursuant to the
provisions of Public Law 100-458, sec.
114(b)(2)(c), the reappointment of the
following individual to serve as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the
John C. Stennis Center for Public Serv-
ice Training and Development for a six-
year term: Thomas Daffron of Maine.

———

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
99, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 99) celebrating Black
History Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 99) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

————————

MORNING BUSINESS

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON EN-
ERGY AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, in accord-
ance with rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I
submit the rules governing the proce-
dure of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources for publication in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

I ask unanimous consent that they be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
GENERAL RULES
Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate,
as supplemented by these rules, are adopted
as the rules of the Committee and its Sub-
committees.
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MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 2. (a) The Committee shall meet on
the third Thursday of each month while the
Congress is in session for the purpose of con-
ducting business, unless, for the convenience
of Members, the Chairman shall set some
other day for a meeting. Additional meetings
may be called by the Chairman as he or she
may deem necessary.

(b) Hearings of any Subcommittee may be
called by the Chairman of such Sub-
committee, provided that no Subcommittee
hearing, other than a field hearing, shall be
scheduled or held concurrently with a full
Committee meeting or hearing, unless a ma-
jority of the Committee concurs in such con-
current hearing.

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Rule 3. (a) All hearings and business meet-
ings of the Committee and all the hearings of
any of its Subcommittees shall be open to
the public unless the Committee or Sub-
committee involved, by majority vote of all
the Members of the Committee or such Sub-
committee, orders the hearing or meeting to
be closed in accordance with paragraph 5(b)
of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the
Senate.

(b) A transcript shall be kept of each hear-
ing of the Committee or any Subcommittee.

(c) A transcript shall be kept of each busi-
ness meeting of the Committee unless a ma-
jority of all the Members of the Committee
agrees that some other form of permanent
record is preferable.

HEARING PROCEDURES

Rule 4. (a) Public notice shall be given of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the Committee or any
Subcommittee at least one week in advance
of such hearing unless the Chairman of the
full Committee or the Subcommittee in-
volved determines that the hearing is non-
controversial or that special circumstances
require expedited procedures and a majority
of all the Members of the Committee or the
Subcommittee involved concurs. In no case
shall a hearing be conducted with less than
twenty-four hours’ notice. Any document or
report that is the subject of a hearing shall
be provided to every Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee involved at least 72
hours before the hearing unless the Chair-
man and Ranking Member determine other-
wise.

(b) Each witness who is to appear before
the Committee or any Subcommittee shall
file with the Committee or Subcommittee,
at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, a
written statement of his or her testimony in
as many copies as the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee prescribes.

(¢c) Each Member shall be limited to five
minutes in the questioning of any witness
until such time as all Members who so desire
have had an opportunity to question the wit-
ness.

(d) No staff member may question a wit-
ness at a hearing.

BUSINESS MEETING PROCEDURES

Rule 5. (a) A legislative measure, nomina-
tion, or other matter shall be included on
the agenda of the next following business
meeting of the full Committee if a written
request by a Member of the Committee for
such inclusion has been filed with the Chair-
man of the Committee at least one week
prior to such meeting. Nothing in this rule
shall be construed to limit the authority of
the Chairman of the Committee to include a
legislative measure, nomination, or other
matter on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request.

(b) The agenda for any business meeting of
the Committee shall be provided to each
Member and made available to the public at
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