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these homes are already facing historic
staffing shortages. Across the country,
nursing homes lost more than 200,000
workers from February 2020 to Decem-
ber 2022. These shortages have already
caused many nursing homes to close
down.

Since 2015, 44 nursing homes and 35
assisted 1living facilities have shut
their doors in my State—in Nebraska—
alone. These closures deprived Nebras-
kans of over 3,000 beds. They hurt sen-
iors who wanted to stay in their home
community to be close to their family,
to be close to their friends.

This CMS rule will worsen this crisis.
According to the Agency itself, 75 per-
cent of America’s nursing homes will
have to increase staffing to comply
with this regulation. Under the Biden
administration’s rule, nursing homes
now have to scramble so that they can
find staff in the midst of these really
overwhelming shortages. If they fail,
they have to shut their doors; they
have to deprive seniors of care and
housing.

That is why, today, I reintroduced
legislation to stop this Biden-era rule
in its tracks. My Protecting Rural Sen-
iors’ Access to Care Act will prevent
the rule’s misguided requirements from
going into full effect. It will also estab-
lish an advisory panel on the nursing
home workforce, representing various
stakeholders, including members from
rural and underserved areas. This will
ensure that the government hears
voices outside the big cities—those big
cities on the coasts—when it comes to
our nursing homes.

Nursing homes are few and far be-
tween in rural areas of our country. If
one facility closes, the next closest one
could be many miles or even many
hours away. Just one closure could be
detrimental to seniors in some of our
communities.

But if our nursing homes stay open,
seniors won’t have to face that up-
heaval of finding a new place to live, of
moving, of leaving their home commu-
nities, leaving their loved ones, leaving
their friends, and having that upheaval
in their final years. They won’t have to
leave their family. They won’t have to
leave loved ones. They won’t have to
experience the loneliness, the uncer-
tainty, the depression that can come
along with moving to an unfamiliar
place.

My bill advocates for these seniors,
for their care, and for their families. It
fights for our rural communities and
for our nursing homes in my State of
Nebraska and across this country. I
will keep pushing for this legislation
until the President signs it into law so
that we can protect our seniors from a
rule that would only harm them, harm
their families, and harm their care-
takers.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 98—CON-
DEMNING BEIJING'S DESTRUC-
TION OF HONG KONG’S DEMOC-
RACY AND RULE OF LAW

Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 98

Whereas, in 1997, Great Britain handed
Hong Kong over to Chinese rule under guar-
antees that Hong Kong would become a Spe-
cial Administrative Region under the ‘‘one
country, two systems’ principle, pursuant to
which Hong Kong’s Basic Law would apply
and would enshrine ‘‘fundamental rights’ of
Hong Kong residents and a political struc-
ture, including an independent judiciary, the
right to vote, and freedoms of assembly and
speech, among others;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) has repeatedly un-
dermined Hong Kong’s autonomy since the
1997 handover, including actions which re-
sulted in political protests in Hong Kong, in-
cluding the 2014 Umbrella Movement pro-
testing Beijing’s attempt to reform Hong
Kong’s electoral system, and the 2019-2020
protests, which opposed the Hong Kong gov-
ernment’s decision to implement an extra-
dition law that would have subjected Hong
Kongers to prosecution in mainland China;

Whereas the Hong Kong Police Force used
excessive force to try to quell the 2019-2020
protestors, many of whom were under the
age of 30;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China responded to these pro-
tests by passing and implementing the Law
of the People’s Republic of China on Safe-
guarding National Security in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Hong Kong na-
tional security law’’) a poorly defined crimi-
nal statute with extraterritorial reach that
includes overly broad charges to punish peo-
ple for exercising their fundamental rights
and freedoms;

Whereas, since its enactment in June 2020,
this law has been used by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China as a pretext
to crack down on legitimate and peaceful ex-
pression, including the exercise of freedoms
of assembly, speech, and religious belief
guaranteed to Hong Kong under the Basic
Law, to replace the Hong Kong legislature
with individuals loyal to the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and to pass new immigration
laws that subject Hong Kong citizens and
residents, as well as PRC nationals and for-
eign nationals, to exit bans in Hong Kong
similar to those implemented in mainland
China;

Whereas, in March 2024, the Hong Kong
government enacted national security legis-
lation to implement Article 23 of the Basic
Law, officially called the ‘‘Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinance’ and also referred
to as the ‘‘Article 23 Ordinance’, which ex-
panded the number of broadly defined na-
tional security criminal offenses to include,
among other things, ‘‘external interference’’
and ‘‘sabotage’, weakened legal protections
for suspects accused of national security of-
fenses, authorized new punitive measures
targeting Hong Kong citizens and non-citi-
zens overseas, and created risks for Hong
Kong residents who interact with foreigners;

Whereas nearly 300 people have been ar-
rested under the Hong Kong national secu-
rity law and the Article 23 Ordinance;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China uses the Hong Kong na-
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tional security law and the Article 23 Ordi-
nance to harass, target, and threaten non-
Hong Kong citizens and those outside of
Hong Kong, and has become a significant
perpetrator of transnational repression, in-
cluding by posting cash bounties for democ-
racy activists living in self-exile outside of
Hong Kong;

Whereas, on November 19, 2024, the Hong
Kong government sentenced a group of pro-
democracy activists, journalists, and former
lawmakers commonly known as the ‘‘Hong
Kong 47 to jail terms ranging between 4 and
10 years as a demonstration of the Hong
Kong government’s willingness to intimidate
and persecute its political opponents;

Whereas, Mr. Jimmy Lai, a 77-year-old
Hong Kong pro-democracy advocate and
media entrepreneur, has been targeted and
persecuted for decades, most recently
through multiple prosecutions, including re-
lated to exercising his rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and freedom of expression,
his sentencing to over five years in prison
under politically motivated fraud charges
and the seizure of his multimillion dollar
independent media organization Apple Daily
by the Hong Kong authorities;

Whereas, Mr. Lai, one of the highest profile
cases under the 2020 ‘‘national security law”’,
has been imprisoned in solitary confinement
with inadequate medical treatment since De-
cember 31, 2020;

Whereas 5 Special Rapporteurs, as well as
the United Nations Human Rights Council
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, have
found that Mr. Lai is unlawfully and arbi-
trarily detained and have called for his im-
mediate and unconditional release;

Whereas the trial of Mr. Lai, which began
on December 18, 2023, has been delayed re-
peatedly;

Whereas international legal experts at the
United Nations have expressed concerns re-
garding prosecutors’ use of witness testi-
mony against Mr. Lai that may have been
obtained through torture, Hong Kong au-
thorities’ interference with the independence
of the judiciary throughout the case, and
harassment and intimidation of Mr. Lai’s
lawyers, undermining his right to a defense;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China’s undermining of democ-
racy in Hong Kong has ramifications for the
international order, including with regard to
the future of Taiwan;

Whereas the Hong Kong government has
conducted a public relations campaign to
convince global business leaders that Hong
Kong remains a critical and attractive inter-
national financial center, while simulta-
neously undermining the independence of in-
stitutions that encouraged its growth over
the past several decades;

Whereas Hong Kong has increasingly be-
come a hub for the transshipment of export-
controlled goods and sanctions evasion relat-
ing to the People’s Republic of China, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the
Russian Federation, and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, directly supporting Russia’s de-
fense industrial base and enabling its con-
tinuing war of aggression against Ukraine;

Whereas Hong Kong still maintains a sepa-
rate voting share from the People’s Republic
of China at many multilateral organiza-
tions—including the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum, the Financial Action
Task Force, the International Olympic Com-
mittee, and the World Trade Organization—
effectively doubling the People’s Republic of
China’s voting power at these critical insti-
tutions; and

Whereas the Hong Kong Human Rights and
Democracy Act (Public Law 116-76; 22 U.S.C.
5701 note), signed into law in November 2019,
requires the President to impose sanctions
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to promote accountability for those respon-
sible for certain conduct that undermines
fundamental freedoms and autonomy in
Hong Kong: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s ‘“‘Hong Kong na-
tional security law”’, the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s ‘‘Safeguarding National Security Or-
dinance’, and related abuses of internation-
ally recognized human rights;

(2) urges all governments that value de-
mocracy or autonomy to hold the Chinese
Communist Party and the Hong Kong au-
thorities accountable for their destruction of
Hong Kong’s autonomy, rule of law, and free-
doms;

(3) supports the people of Hong Kong as
they fight to exercise fundamental rights
and freedoms, as enumerated by—

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December
19, 1984;

(B) the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948;

(4) condemns the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s practice of bringing
false and politically motivated charges
against Hong Kongers and the expansion of
Hong Kong’s national security regime that
destroys the rule of law and undermines citi-
zens’ rights in Hong Kong;

(5) calls upon the Hong Kong government
to immediately drop all sedition, national
security law, and Article 23-related charges
and free all defendants immediately, includ-
ing Jimmy Lai;

(6) expresses extreme concern about the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China’ state-directed theft of Apple Daily,
and holds that Hong Kong no longer has
credibility as an international business cen-
ter due to the erosion of the regulatory,
legal, and judicial environments that have
promoted its economic growth for decades;

(7) encourages the United States Govern-
ment and other governments to take steps at
multilateral institutions to ensure that vot-
ing procedures recognize that there is no
longer a meaningful distinction between
Hong Kong and mainland China; and

(8) urges the United States Government
to use all available and appropriate tools, in-
cluding those authorized by the Hong Kong
Human Rights and Democracy Act, in re-
sponse to the Government of the People’s
Republic of China’s actions in Hong Kong.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 99—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. ScoTT
of South Carolina, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CoONS, Mr. WICKER, Mr.

REED, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. TiLLis, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs.

BRITT, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. KING, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. BENNET, Mr.

OSSOFF, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALDWIN,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. WARNER,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SCHU-
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MER, Mr. PETERS, and Ms. ALSOBROOKS)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 99

Whereas, in 1776, people envisioned the
United States as a new nation dedicated to
the proposition stated in the Declaration of
Independence that ‘‘all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness’’;

Whereas Africans were first brought invol-
untarily to the shores of the United States
as early as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship;

Whereas, in 2025, the vestiges of those in-
justices and inequalities remain evident in
the society of the United States;

Whereas, in the face of injustices, people of
good will and of all races in the United
States have distinguished themselves with a
commitment to the noble ideals on which
the United States was founded and have
fought courageously for the rights and free-
dom of African Americans and others;

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Maya
Angelou, Arthur Ashe, Jr., James Baldwin,
James Beckwourth, Clara Brown, Blanche
Bruce, Ralph Bunche, Shirley Chisholm, Holt
Collier, Miles Davis, Louis Armstrong, Larry
Doby, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois,
Ralph Ellison, Medgar Evers, Aretha Frank-
lin, Alex Haley, Dorothy Height, Jon Hen-
dricks, Olivia Hooker, Lena Horne, Charles
Hamilton Houston, Mahalia Jackson, Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones, B.B. King, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Coretta Scott King, Thurgood
Marshall, Constance Baker Motley, Rosa
Parks, Walter Payton, Bill Pickett, Homer
Plessy, Bass Reeves, Hiram Revels, Amelia
Platts Boynton Robinson, Jackie Robinson,
Aaron Shirley, Sojourner Truth, Harriet
Tubman, Booker T. Washington, the Greens-
boro Four, the Tuskegee Airmen, Prince
Rogers Nelson, Recy Taylor, Fred
Shuttlesworth, Duke Ellington, Langston
Hughes, Muhammad Ali, Elijah Cummings,
Ella Fitzgerald, Mamie Till, Toni Morrison,
Gwen Ifill, Diahann Carroll, Chadwick
Boseman, John Lewis, Katherine Johnson,
Rev. C.T. Vivian, Hank Aaron, Edith Savage-
Jennings, Septima Clark, Mary Mcleod Be-
thune, Cicely Tyson, John Hope Franklin,
Colin Powell, bell hooks, Bob Moses, Sidney
Poitier, Bill Russell, Chief Justice of South
Carolina Ernest Finney, Willie Mays, Jr.,
and James Earl Jones, along with many oth-
ers, worked against racism to achieve suc-
cess and to make significant contributions
to the economic, educational, political, ar-
tistic, athletic, literary, scientific, and tech-
nological advancement of the United States;

Whereas the contributions of African
Americans from all walks of life throughout
the history of the United States reflect the
greatness of the United States;

Whereas many African Americans lived,
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving
the recognition those individuals deserved,
and yet paved the way for future generations
to succeed;

Whereas African Americans continue to
serve the United States at the highest levels
of business, government, and the military;

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation
of Negro History Week, the precursor to
Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter
G. Woodson, the ‘“Father of Black History”’,
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to enhance knowledge of Black history
through The Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History, which
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and
Jesse E. Moorland;

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated
during the month of February, originated in
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a
special period in February to recognize the
heritage and achievements of Black people
in the United States;

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated,
“We have a wonderful history behind us. . . .
If you are unable to demonstrate to the
world that you have this record, the world
will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to enjoy
the blessings of democracy or anything
else.””’;

Whereas, since its founding, the United
States has imperfectly progressed toward
noble goals;

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of people regularly affirming high
ideals, striving to reach those ideals but
often failing, and then struggling to come to
terms with the disappointment of that fail-
ure, before committing to try again;

Whereas, on November 4, 2008, the people of
the United States elected Barack Obama, an
African-American man, as President of the
United States; and

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, people
across the United States celebrated the
groundbreaking of the National Museum of
African American History and Culture,
which opened to the public on September 24,
2016, on the National Mall in Washington,
District of Columbia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges that all people of the
United States are the recipients of the
wealth of history provided by Black culture;

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on
the complex history of the United States,
while remaining hopeful and confident about
the path ahead;

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black
History Month as an important opportunity
to commemorate the tremendous contribu-
tions of African Americans to the history of
the United States;

(4) encourages the celebration of Black
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States
to learn from the past and understand the
experiences that have shaped the United
States; and

(5) agrees that, while the United States
began as a divided country, the United
States must—

(A) honor the contribution of all pioneers
in the United States who have helped to en-
sure the legacy of the great United States;
and

(B) move forward with purpose, united tire-
lessly as a nation ‘‘indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.”.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 100—DIS-
SENTING FROM THE UNITED
STATES DELEGATION’S FEB-
RUARY 24, 2025, VOTE AT THE

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY

Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REs. 100
Whereas United States cooperation with

our allies advances the national security in-
terest of the United States;
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