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to promote accountability for those respon-
sible for certain conduct that undermines
fundamental freedoms and autonomy in
Hong Kong: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s ‘“‘Hong Kong na-
tional security law”’, the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s ‘‘Safeguarding National Security Or-
dinance’, and related abuses of internation-
ally recognized human rights;

(2) urges all governments that value de-
mocracy or autonomy to hold the Chinese
Communist Party and the Hong Kong au-
thorities accountable for their destruction of
Hong Kong’s autonomy, rule of law, and free-
doms;

(3) supports the people of Hong Kong as
they fight to exercise fundamental rights
and freedoms, as enumerated by—

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December
19, 1984;

(B) the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948;

(4) condemns the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s practice of bringing
false and politically motivated charges
against Hong Kongers and the expansion of
Hong Kong’s national security regime that
destroys the rule of law and undermines citi-
zens’ rights in Hong Kong;

(5) calls upon the Hong Kong government
to immediately drop all sedition, national
security law, and Article 23-related charges
and free all defendants immediately, includ-
ing Jimmy Lai;

(6) expresses extreme concern about the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China’ state-directed theft of Apple Daily,
and holds that Hong Kong no longer has
credibility as an international business cen-
ter due to the erosion of the regulatory,
legal, and judicial environments that have
promoted its economic growth for decades;

(7) encourages the United States Govern-
ment and other governments to take steps at
multilateral institutions to ensure that vot-
ing procedures recognize that there is no
longer a meaningful distinction between
Hong Kong and mainland China; and

(8) urges the United States Government
to use all available and appropriate tools, in-
cluding those authorized by the Hong Kong
Human Rights and Democracy Act, in re-
sponse to the Government of the People’s
Republic of China’s actions in Hong Kong.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 99—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. ScoTT
of South Carolina, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CoONS, Mr. WICKER, Mr.

REED, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. TiLLis, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs.

BRITT, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. KING, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. BENNET, Mr.

OSSOFF, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALDWIN,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. WARNER,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SCHU-
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MER, Mr. PETERS, and Ms. ALSOBROOKS)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 99

Whereas, in 1776, people envisioned the
United States as a new nation dedicated to
the proposition stated in the Declaration of
Independence that ‘‘all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness’’;

Whereas Africans were first brought invol-
untarily to the shores of the United States
as early as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship;

Whereas, in 2025, the vestiges of those in-
justices and inequalities remain evident in
the society of the United States;

Whereas, in the face of injustices, people of
good will and of all races in the United
States have distinguished themselves with a
commitment to the noble ideals on which
the United States was founded and have
fought courageously for the rights and free-
dom of African Americans and others;

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Maya
Angelou, Arthur Ashe, Jr., James Baldwin,
James Beckwourth, Clara Brown, Blanche
Bruce, Ralph Bunche, Shirley Chisholm, Holt
Collier, Miles Davis, Louis Armstrong, Larry
Doby, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois,
Ralph Ellison, Medgar Evers, Aretha Frank-
lin, Alex Haley, Dorothy Height, Jon Hen-
dricks, Olivia Hooker, Lena Horne, Charles
Hamilton Houston, Mahalia Jackson, Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones, B.B. King, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Coretta Scott King, Thurgood
Marshall, Constance Baker Motley, Rosa
Parks, Walter Payton, Bill Pickett, Homer
Plessy, Bass Reeves, Hiram Revels, Amelia
Platts Boynton Robinson, Jackie Robinson,
Aaron Shirley, Sojourner Truth, Harriet
Tubman, Booker T. Washington, the Greens-
boro Four, the Tuskegee Airmen, Prince
Rogers Nelson, Recy Taylor, Fred
Shuttlesworth, Duke Ellington, Langston
Hughes, Muhammad Ali, Elijah Cummings,
Ella Fitzgerald, Mamie Till, Toni Morrison,
Gwen Ifill, Diahann Carroll, Chadwick
Boseman, John Lewis, Katherine Johnson,
Rev. C.T. Vivian, Hank Aaron, Edith Savage-
Jennings, Septima Clark, Mary Mcleod Be-
thune, Cicely Tyson, John Hope Franklin,
Colin Powell, bell hooks, Bob Moses, Sidney
Poitier, Bill Russell, Chief Justice of South
Carolina Ernest Finney, Willie Mays, Jr.,
and James Earl Jones, along with many oth-
ers, worked against racism to achieve suc-
cess and to make significant contributions
to the economic, educational, political, ar-
tistic, athletic, literary, scientific, and tech-
nological advancement of the United States;

Whereas the contributions of African
Americans from all walks of life throughout
the history of the United States reflect the
greatness of the United States;

Whereas many African Americans lived,
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving
the recognition those individuals deserved,
and yet paved the way for future generations
to succeed;

Whereas African Americans continue to
serve the United States at the highest levels
of business, government, and the military;

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation
of Negro History Week, the precursor to
Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter
G. Woodson, the ‘“Father of Black History”’,
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to enhance knowledge of Black history
through The Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History, which
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and
Jesse E. Moorland;

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated
during the month of February, originated in
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a
special period in February to recognize the
heritage and achievements of Black people
in the United States;

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated,
“We have a wonderful history behind us. . . .
If you are unable to demonstrate to the
world that you have this record, the world
will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to enjoy
the blessings of democracy or anything
else.””’;

Whereas, since its founding, the United
States has imperfectly progressed toward
noble goals;

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of people regularly affirming high
ideals, striving to reach those ideals but
often failing, and then struggling to come to
terms with the disappointment of that fail-
ure, before committing to try again;

Whereas, on November 4, 2008, the people of
the United States elected Barack Obama, an
African-American man, as President of the
United States; and

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, people
across the United States celebrated the
groundbreaking of the National Museum of
African American History and Culture,
which opened to the public on September 24,
2016, on the National Mall in Washington,
District of Columbia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges that all people of the
United States are the recipients of the
wealth of history provided by Black culture;

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on
the complex history of the United States,
while remaining hopeful and confident about
the path ahead;

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black
History Month as an important opportunity
to commemorate the tremendous contribu-
tions of African Americans to the history of
the United States;

(4) encourages the celebration of Black
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States
to learn from the past and understand the
experiences that have shaped the United
States; and

(5) agrees that, while the United States
began as a divided country, the United
States must—

(A) honor the contribution of all pioneers
in the United States who have helped to en-
sure the legacy of the great United States;
and

(B) move forward with purpose, united tire-
lessly as a nation ‘‘indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.”.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 100—DIS-
SENTING FROM THE UNITED
STATES DELEGATION’S FEB-
RUARY 24, 2025, VOTE AT THE

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY

Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REs. 100
Whereas United States cooperation with

our allies advances the national security in-
terest of the United States;
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Whereas on February 24, 2025, the United
States delegation to the United Nations
voted against the Government of Ukraine’s
United Nations draft resolution A/ES-11/L.10
entitled ‘‘Advancing a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace in Ukraine’’;

Whereas the aforementioned vote was cast
against Ukraine and the United States’
democratic allies, and aligned the United
States with the Russian Federation, Belarus,
the Democratic People’s Republic of North
Korea, and other autocracies;

Whereas this was the first instance since
2014 in which the United States voted with
Russia at the United Nations on a Ukraine-
related resolution, representing a departure
from a decade of bipartisan, United States
policy on Ukraine and eight decades of align-
ment with like-minded democratic states at
the United Nations; and

Whereas, in the United Nations Security
Council, the United States led a resolution
that failed to call out Russia as the invading
aggressor and lacked the support of all five
European members of the Security Council:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the February 24, 2025, United
States vote against Ukraine’s resolution at
the United Nations General Assembly;

(2) decries the refusal of the United States
delegation to continue to identify the Rus-
sian Federation as an aggressor or to call for
the Government of the Russian Federation
to completely withdraw its military forces
from the territory of Ukraine within its
internationally recognized borders;

(3) recalls that the principal purposes of
the United Nations Charter are to ‘“‘maintain
peace and security’ and suppress ‘‘acts of ag-
gression or other breaches of peace’’;

(4) urges the United States to work closely
with Ukraine and European allies on future
efforts at the United Nations related to
Ukraine; and

(5) reaffirms its support for the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Ukraine within
its internationally recognized borders.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I have nine
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at
10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 26,
2025, at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February
26, 2025, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
joint hearing.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February
26, 2025, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 26, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed business meeting fol-
lowed by a closed briefing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DIGITAL ASSETS
The Subcommittee on Digital Assets
of the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to grant floor privi-
leges to Christopher Creech for today,
February 26, 2025.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 27, 2025

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, February 27; that following the
prayer and the pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume Calendar No. 14, S.J. Res. 12, the
Hoeven Methane Fee CRA; further,
that at 12 noon, all time be expired and
if the Senate receives H.J. Res. 35, the
Senate vote on passage of the House
joint resolution, as provided under the
CRA; finally, that upon disposition of
the joint resolution, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of Executive Calendar
No. 24, Linda McMahon, and that the
Senate vote on the motion to invoke
cloture at 1:45 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

February 26, 2025

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator WHITE-
HOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

———

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
today is a sad and discouraging—even
disgraceful—day here in the Senate.
The vote that we have just taken sig-
nals the utter and complete subser-
vience of the Trump administration
and the Republican Party to the pol-
luters of the fossil fuel industry. To the
extent that there is any justification
for fossil fuel pollution, leaks from
pipes and valves and wells that aren’t
properly maintained by fossil fuel com-
panies are probably the most shameless
form of pollution, and yet that is pre-
cisely what this vote that we have just
taken protects and even encourages.

Let’s start, for a moment, with why
methane matters.

We are well into a climate crisis. We
have been warned about it for decades.
The scientists, God bless them, actu-
ally got it right. Even Exxon’s sci-
entists got it right. And, on the basis of
all that science, it then fell to us here
in this building, in Congress, to react
prudently and sensibly and steer our
course away from the worst dangers
that the scientists had so well and ac-
curately predicted.

Of course, we did not.

We did not for the worst of all pos-
sible reasons, which was improper in-
fluence from the fossil fuel industry
itself, which was supercharged by the
Citizens United decision that allowed
the industry to flood unlimited
amounts of money into politics and,
worse, unlimited amounts of money
into politics secretly through front
groups and various anonymizing
screens so that citizens and the public
were deprived of knowing who it was
who was actually in their living rooms,
on their televisions, telling them lies
about climate change. Front groups
with phony names like Heartland Insti-
tute and Americans for Prosperity
shielded the fact that this was a self-
interested industry, using political
clout of the worst kind to protect its
right to pollute for free. Nobody should
have the right to pollute for free, but
this entitled industry fought to corrupt
this body in order to protect its pol-
lute-for-free business model.

Amidst all the pollution that this in-
dustry emits, carbon dioxide is the gas
that is most discussed. We talk about
carbon content. We talk about carbon
dioxide limits. We talk about carbon
emissions, but methane—methane—ac-
tually, is even more dangerous in the
short term than carbon dioxide. These
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