February 27, 2025

Technology transfer has had a pro-
found effect on the American economy
and is estimated to have created more
than 19,000 startup companies, up to 6.5
million jobs, and $2 trillion in eco-
nomic impact since 1996. Technology
transfer, via AUTM and the many in-
ventors that they assist, help ensure
that the United States remains the
world leader in innovation. Therefore,
on behalf of myself and Senator CHRIS
CooNs—my longtime partner on the IP
Subcommittee—I recognize AUTM’s
50th anniversary and commend the
many technology transfer professionals
on their successes to make our Nation
safer, more vibrant, and healthier.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his
secretaries.

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13692 OF MARCH 8, 2015, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE SITUATION IN
VENEZUELA—PM 10

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with the accom-
panying report; which was referred to
the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13692 of March 8, 2015, with re-
spect to the situation in Venezuela is
to continue in effect beyond March 8,
2025.

The situation in Venezuela continues
to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For
this reason, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13692 with respect to the situation in
Venezuela.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 27, 2025.
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REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13660 OF MARCH 6, 2014, WITH RE-
SPECT TO UKRAINE—PM 11

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register publication the en-
closed notice stating that the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13660 of March 6, 2014, which was ex-
panded in scope in Executive Order
13661, Executive Order 13662, and Exec-
utive Order 14065, and under which ad-
ditional steps were taken in Executive
Order 13685 and Executive Order 13849,
is to continue in effect beyond March 6,
2025.

The actions and policies of persons
that undermine democratic processes
and institutions in Ukraine; threaten
its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty, and territorial integrity; and
contribute to the misappropriation of
its assets, as well as the actions and
policies of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation, including its pur-
ported annexation of Crimea and its
use of force in Ukraine, continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13660
with respect to Ukraine.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 27, 2025.

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:04 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following joint resolution, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.J. Res. 35. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘“Waste Emissions Charge
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems:
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’’.

At 11:40 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:
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H.R. 250. An act to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to procure a statue of
Benjamin Franklin for placement in the Cap-
itol.

H.R. 469. An act to provide for the creation
of a Congressional time capsule in com-
memoration of the semiquincentennial of
the United States, and for other purposes.

H.R. 695. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the rate of the spe-
cial pension payable to Medal of Honor re-
cipients, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 250. An act to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to procure a statue of
Benjamin Franklin for placement in the Cap-
itol; to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration.

H.R. 469. An act to provide for the creation
of a Congressional time capsule in com-
memoration of the semiquincentennial of
the United States, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

H.R. 695. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the rate of the spe-
cial pension payable to Medal of Honor re-
cipients, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-474. A communication from the Board
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Fiscal Year
2024 Federal Information Security Manage-
ment Act (FISMA) and Privacy Management
Report received in the Office of the Presi-
dent pro tempore; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-475. A communication from the Board
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Fiscal Year
2024 Federal Information Security Manage-
ment Act (FISMA) and Privacy Management
Report; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-476. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Notice: Guidance
Related to Health Coverage Reporting Re-
quired by Sections 6055 and 6056 (Notice
2025-15) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 26, 2025; to
the Committee on Finance.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. CRUZ for the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

*Steven Bradbury, of Virginia, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Transportation.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, for the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation I report favorably the following nomi-
nation list which was printed in the
RECORD on the date indicated, and ask
unanimous consent, to save the expense of
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reprinting on the Executive Calendar that
this nomination lie at the Secretary’s desk
for the information of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

*Coast Guard nomination of Samuel B.
Hafensteiner, to be Lieutenant Commander.

By Mr. CASSIDY for the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

*Lori Chavez-DeRemer, of Oregon, to be
Secretary of Labor.

By Mr. PAUL for the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

*James Bishop, of North Carolina, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

*Troy Edgar, of California, to be Deputy
Secretary of Homeland Security.

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Todd Blanche, of Florida, to be Deputy At-
torney General.

Abigail Slater, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Assistant Attorney General.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Ms. ROSEN):

S. 762. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to deny immigration
benefits to aliens who carried out, partici-
pated in, planned, financed, supported, or
otherwise facilitated the October 2023 at-
tacks against Israel; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 763. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the
exemption for telehealth services from cer-
tain high deductible health plan rules; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER):

S. 764. A bill to provide for the designation
of certain wilderness areas, recreation man-
agement areas, and conservation areas in the
State of Colorado, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself,
HUSTED, and Mr. RICKETTS):

S. 765. A Dbill to prohibit the use of
DeepSeek by the executive agencies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Ms. ERNST:

S. 766. A bill to require an annual report of
taxpayer-funded projects that are over budg-
et and behind schedule; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. KELLY (for himself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 767. A bill to amend the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Prevention Act of 1998
to include new requirements for assessments
and reports, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr.
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By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. CAs-
SIDY, Mr. CoOONS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
KeELLY, Mr. YOUNG, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR):

S. 768. A bill to establish a grant program
to provide assistance to local law enforce-
ment agencies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 769. A bill to amend the Research and
Development, Competition, and Innovation
Act to clarify the definition of foreign coun-
try for purposes of malign foreign talent re-
cruitment restriction, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WELCH,
Mr. PADILLA, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE):

S. 770. A bill to enhance Social Security
benefits and ensure the long-term solvency
of the Social Security program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DAINES, Ms. LumMis, and Mr.
SHEEHY):

S. T71. A bill to terminate the Shelter and
Services Program of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
THUNE):

S. 772. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the exclusion for
certain employer payments of student loans
under educational assistance programs per-
manent; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. T73. A bill to amend section 324 of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to incentivize States,
Indian Tribes, and Territories to close dis-
aster recovery projects by authorizing the
use of excess funds for management costs for
other disaster recovery projects; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and
Mr. CRUZ):

S. T74. A bill to prohibit the use of funds to
seek membership in the World Health Orga-
nization or to provide assessed or voluntary
contributions to the World Health Organiza-
tion until certain conditions have been met;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
LUJAN):

S. 775. A bill to amend the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 to prohibit the slaugh-
ter of equines for human consumption; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
MORAN):

S. 776. A bill to provide the President with
authority to enter into a comprehensive
trade agreement with the United Kingdom,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. KELLY,
and Mr. ScoTT of Florida):

S. T77. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of State to mon-
itor efforts by the People’s Republic of China
to build or buy strategic foreign ports, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):
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S. 778. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require a lactation space in
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. KAINE, and Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI):

S. 779. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Public Health Service Act to provide for pre-
vention and early intervention services
under the Block Grants for Community Men-
tal Health Services program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER,
and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 780. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to address certain issues relating to
the extension of consumer credit, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr.
MURPHY):

S. 781. A bill to reauthorize Long Island
Sound programs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works. B

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Ms.
ERNST):

S. 782. A bill to direct the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to amend regulations to allow for
certain packers to have an interest in mar-
ket agencies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 783. A bill to amend the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act to provide
additional assistance to rural water, waste-
water, and waste disposal systems, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 784. A bill to expand and modify the
grant program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide innovative transpor-
tation options to veterans in highly rural
areas, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S. 785. A bill to extend the Alaska Native
Vietnam era Veterans Land Allotment Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MARKEY,
and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 786. A bill to fully fund the Prevention
and Public Health Fund and reaffirm the im-
portance of prevention in the United States
healthcare system; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 787. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish a commission to re-
view operations at the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration and submit to Congress reports
with respect to that review, and for other
programs; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
KING, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. KELLY):

S. 788. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to impose an excise tax on
the failure of certain hedge funds owning ex-
cess single-family residences to dispose of
such residences, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.
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