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and develop, manufacture, and operate ad-
vanced centrifuges. Tehran has the infra-
structure and experience to quickly produce
weapons-grade uranium, at multiple facili-
ties’’;

Whereas, on November 28, 2024, the Islamic
Republic of Iran informed the IAEA that it
planned to start enriching uranium with
thousands of advanced centrifuges at its
Fordow and Natanz plants, while also in-
stalling more uranium-enriching centrifuges
at those locations;

Whereas, on December 5, 2024, the Office of
the Director of National Intelligence pub-
lished another assessment, in accordance
with Iran Nuclear Weapons Capability and
Terrorism Monitoring Act of 2022 (22 U.S.C.
8701 note; Public Law 117-263), which stated—

(1) “Iran’s 20-percent and 60-percent en-
riched uranium stockpiles are far greater
than needed for what it claims it will use the
uranium for and Iran could produce more
than a dozen nuclear weapons if its total
uranium stockpile were further enriched’’;
and

(2) “Iran probably will consider installing
or operating more advanced centrifuges, fur-
ther increasing its enriched uranium stock-
pile, enriching uranium up to 90 percent, or
threatening to withdraw from the Treaty on
the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons’’;

Whereas, on December 9, 2024, France, Ger-
many, and the United Kingdom released a
joint statement that—

(1) condemns ‘‘Iran’s latest steps . . . to ex-
pand its nuclear programme to significantly
increase the rate of production of uranium
enriched up to 60 percent’’;

(2) expresses extreme concern ‘‘to learn
that Iran has increased the number of cen-
trifuges in use and started preparations to
install additional enrichment infrastruc-
ture’’; and

(3) ‘‘strongly urge[s] Iran to reverse these
steps, and to immediately halt its nuclear
escalation’’; and

Whereas, on February 26, 2025, the IAEA re-
ported that the Islamic Republic of Iran had
increased its total stockpile of 60 percent
highly enriched uranium to 274.8 kilograms
(605.83 pounds), which, if further enriched,
would be sufficient to produce 6 nuclear
weapons: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s continued pursuit of a nuclear weap-
ons capability is—

(A) a credible threat to the United States;
and

(B) an existential threat to Israel and
other allies and partners in the Middle East;

(2) asserts all options should be considered
to address the nuclear threat the Islamic Re-
public of Iran poses to the United States,
Israel, and our allies and partners;

(3) demands the Islamic Republic of Iran to
immediately cease engaging in any and all
activities that threaten the national secu-
rity interests of the United States, Israel,
and our allies and partners, including—

(A) enriching uranium;

(B) developing or possessing delivery vehi-
cles capable of carrying nuclear warheads;
and

(C) developing or possessing a nuclear war-
head.

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution may be con-
strued to authorize the use of military force
or the introduction of United States Armed
Forces into hostilities.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 102—TO REC-
OGNIZE AND CELEBRATE THE
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DENVER INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT

Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

S. REs. 102

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and
celebrates February 28th, 2025, as the 30th
anniversary of the Denver International Air-
port.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  103—CON-
DEMNING THE REJECTION BY
THE UNITED STATES OF A
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION
CONDEMNING THE ILLEGAL IN-
VASION OF UKRAINE BY THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr. GALLEGO (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. BENNET, and Mr.
SCHIFF) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 103

Whereas the Russian Federation first in-
vaded Ukraine illegally in 2014 and further
expanded that illegal invasion in 2022: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate condemns the re-
jection by the United States of United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution A/ES-11/
L.10 (2025), titled ‘‘Advancing a comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine’’, con-
demning the illegal invasion of Ukraine by
the Russian Federation.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 104—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 27, 2025, AS
“RARE DISEASE DAY’

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
MARSHALL, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 104

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is a dis-
ease or disorder that affects a small number
of patients;

Whereas, in the United States, a rare dis-
ease or disorder is defined as affecting fewer
than 200,000 individuals;

Whereas, as of the date of adoption of this
resolution, more than 30,000,000 individuals
in the United States are living with at least
1 of the more than 10,000 known rare diseases
or disorders;

Whereas children with rare diseases or dis-
orders account for a significant portion of
the population affected by rare diseases or
disorders in the United States;

Whereas many rare diseases and disorders
are serious and life-threatening;

Whereas 2025 marks the 42nd anniversary
of the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act
(Public Law 97-414; 96 Stat. 2049), a landmark
law enabling tremendous advances in the re-
search and treatment of rare diseases and
disorders;

Whereas programs such as the Accel-
erating Rare disease Cures Program of the
Food and Drug Administration (referred to
in this preamble as the “FDA”’) aim to drive
scientific and regulatory innovation and en-
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gagement to accelerate the availability of
treatments for patients with rare diseases;

Whereas 26 of the 50 novel drugs approved
by the Center for Drug Evaluation and Re-
search of the FDA in 2024—

(1) were approved to prevent, diagnose, or
treat a rare disease or condition; and

(2) received an orphan-drug designation;

Whereas, although the FDA has approved
more than 882 drugs and biological products
with 1,300 orphan indications as of the date
of adoption of this resolution, approximately
95 percent of rare diseases still do not have
a treatment approved by the FDA for their
condition;

Whereas financing life-altering and life-
saving treatments can be challenging for in-
dividuals with a rare disease or disorder and
their families;

Whereas individuals with rare diseases or
disorders can experience difficulty in obtain-
ing accurate diagnoses and finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in
their rare disease or disorder;

Whereas the National Institutes of Health
support innovative research on the treat-
ment of rare diseases and disorders;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each
year on the last day of February; and

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event
that was first observed in the United States
on February 28, 2009: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 27, 2025, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day”’; and

(2) recognizes the importance of, with re-
spect to rare diseases and disorders—

(A) improving awareness;

(B) encouraging accurate and early diag-
nosis; and

(C) supporting national and global research
efforts to develop effective treatments,
diagnostics, and cures.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have
nine requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, February
27, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 27, 2025, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 27, 2025,
at 10 a.m., to conduct an executive ses-
sion.
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, February 27, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to
consider a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 27, 2025,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on a
nomination.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, February 27, 2025, at 9 a.m., to conduct
a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is author-
ized to meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 27, 2025, at 9 a.m., to
conduct an executive business meeting.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

The Subcommittee on Strategic Forces of
the Committee on Armed Services is author-
ized to meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 27, 2025, at 11:45 a.m.,
to conduct a closed briefing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION,

FREIGHT, PIPELINES, AND SAFETY

The Subcommittee on Surface Transpor-
tation, Freight, Pipelines, and Safety of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2025, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for my intern Ellie
White to have privileges of the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS IN SPORTS ACT OF 2025—
Motion to Proceed

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 2, S. 9.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 9) to provide that for purposes of
determining compliance with title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 in athletics,
sex shall be recognized based solely on a per-
son’s reproductive biology and genetics at
birth.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 2, S. 9, a bill
to provide that for purposes of determining
compliance with title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972 in athletics, sex shall be
recognized based solely on a person’s repro-
ductive biology and genetics at birth.

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, Marsha
Blackburn, Joni Ernst, Ted Budd,
Katie Britt, David McCormick, Bernie
Moreno, Rick Scott of Florida, Tommy
Tuberville, James Lankford,
Markwayne Mullin, Jim Justice, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Cynthia M. Lummis, John
Barrasso, Mike Rounds.

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE
FOR THE PERIODS MARCH 1, 2025,
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2025,
OCTOBER 1, 2025, THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2026, AND OCTOBER 1,
2026, THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2027

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 16, S. Res. 94.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 94) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for
the periods March 1, 2025, through September
30, 2025, October 1, 2025, through September
30, 2026, and October 1, 2026, through Feb-
ruary 28, 2027.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 94) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in the
RECORD of February 25, 2025, under
“Submitted Resolutions.’’)

——————

RARE DISEASE DAY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
104, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 104) designating Feb-
ruary 27, 2025, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; the preamble be agreed
to; and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

February 27, 2025

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 104) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S.J. Res. 12

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that S. Res. 12 be
indefinitely postponed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY,
MARCH 3, 2025

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 3; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, morning business be closed,
and the Senate proceed to executive
session and resume consideration of
Executive Calendar No. 24, the McMa-
hon nomination, under the previous
order; finally, that following disposi-
tion of the McMahon nomination, the
Senate proceed to legislative session
and resume consideration of Calendar
No. 2, S. 9; and that the Senate vote on
the motion to invoke cloture on the
motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order following the
remarks of my colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S.J. RES. 12

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, let me
just restate: I ask unanimous consent
that S.J. Res. 12 be indefinitely post-
poned.

The
noted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

PRESIDING OFFICER. Duly

——————

NOMINATION OF LINDA McMAHON

Mr. REED. Mr. President, as we cele-
brate Public Schools Week, Senate Re-
publicans are preparing to confirm
Linda McMahon, another of President
Trump’s billionaire patrons, as Sec-
retary of Education, and I oppose such
nomination.
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