
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1743 March 13, 2025 
grapes, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1043. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the energy credit 
for qualified fuel cell property; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr. 
BOOZMAN): 

S. 1044. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to make improvements 
to the redistribution of residency slots under 
the Medicare program after a hospital closes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
S. 1045. A bill to provide for funding from 

the Airport and Airway Trust Fund for all 
Federal Aviation Administration activities 
in the event of a Government shutdown, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 1046. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to exclude overtime com-
pensation from gross income for purposes of 
the income tax; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. YOUNG: 
S. 1047. A bill to prohibit individuals con-

victed of defrauding the Government from 
receiving any assistance from the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and 
Mr. COONS): 

S. 1048. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to include requirements relating to grad-
uates of career and technical education pro-
grams or programs of study for small busi-
ness development centers and women’s busi-
ness centers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. 1049. A bill to direct the Office for Vic-
tims of Crime of the Department of Justice 
to continue implementing the anti-traf-
ficking recommendations of the Government 
Accountability Office and to report to Con-
gress regarding such implementation; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. 1050. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to require the Secretary of Agri-
culture to establish a Forest Conservation 
Easement Program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1051. A bill to establish the Historic 
Greenwood District-Black Wall Street Na-
tional Monument in the State of Oklahoma, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN): 

S. 1052. A bill to amend the John D. Din-
gell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and 
Recreation Act to reauthorize the National 
Volcano Early Warning and Monitoring Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. KIM, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. BANKS, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. MCCORMICK, and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 1053. A bill to protect the national secu-
rity of the United States by imposing sanc-

tions with respect to certain persons of the 
People’s Republic of China and prohibiting 
and requiring notifications with respect to 
certain investments by United States per-
sons in the People’s Republic of China, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 1054. A bill to abolish the United States 
African Development Foundation; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 1055. A bill to amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to modify the notifi-
cation requirement for emergency contract 
health services for certain beneficiaries, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Ms. 
SMITH): 

S. 1056. A bill to establish a home-based 
telemental health care grant program for 
purposes of increasing mental health and 
substance use services in rural medically un-
derserved populations and for individuals in 
farming, fishing, and forestry occupations; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 1057. A bill to modify the requirements 
for transfers of United States defense arti-
cles and defense services among the Baltic 
states; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. 1058. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to clarify congressional 
intent and preserve patient access to home 
infusion therapy under the Medicare pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 1059. A bill to transfer antitrust enforce-
ment from the Federal Trade Commission to 
the Department of Justice, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. SCHMITT, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WELCH, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1060. A bill to amend the Clayton Act to 
prevent conflicts of interest and promote 
competition in the sale and purchase of dig-
ital advertising; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Ms. LUMMIS, 
Mr. CURTIS, Mr. SHEEHY, and Mr. 
BARRASSO): 

S. 1061. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to 
provide that the President shall appoint, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, the Chief of the Forest Service; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 1062. A bill to authorize a pilot program 
to expand and intensify surveillance of self- 
harm in partnership with State and local 
public health departments, to establish a 
grant program to provide self-harm and sui-
cide prevention services in hospital emer-
gency departments, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: 
S. 1063. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to waive vehicle weight limi-
tations for certain logging vehicles, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BUDD, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 1064. A bill to preserve open competition 
and Federal Government neutrality towards 
the labor relations of Federal Government 
contractors on Federal and federally funded 
construction projects, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr. 
WELCH): 

S. 1065. A bill to require the United States 
Postal Service to post notices of changes 
that will affect nationwide postal services, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. LUMMIS: 
S. 1066. A bill to authorize funding for elec-

tric vehicle charging infrastructure pro-
grams to be used for other highway projects, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. PADILLA, and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 1067. A bill to strengthen and enhance 
the competitiveness of cement, concrete, as-
phalt binder, and asphalt mixture production 
in the United States through the research, 
development, demonstration, and commer-
cial application of technologies to reduce 
emissions from cement, concrete, asphalt 
binder, and asphalt mixture production, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. ROSEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. KELLY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 1068. A bill to amend title 5 and title 38, 
United States Code, to put veteran and mili-
tary families first and to provide protections 
for employees, benefits, and programs of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. MOODY: 
S. 1069. A bill to amend the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 to recoup certain payments of 
Federal financial assistance; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 94 
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
HUSTED) and the Senator from Rhode 
Island (Mr. REED) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 94, a bill to award 3 Con-
gressional Gold Medals to the members 
of the 1980 United States Olympic 
Men’s Ice Hockey Team, in recognition 
of their extraordinary achievement at 
the XIII Olympic Winter Games where, 
being comprised of amateur collegiate 
players, they defeated the dominant 
Soviet ice hockey team in the historic 
‘‘Miracle on Ice’’ , revitalizing morale 
in the United States at the height of 
the Cold War, inspiring generations, 
and transforming the sport of ice hock-
ey in the United States. 
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S. 115 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 115, 
a bill to amend title 18, United States 
Code, to establish a criminal penalty 
for unauthorized access to Department 
of Defense facilities. 

S. 199 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) and the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 199, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide special rules for the taxation of 
certain residents of Taiwan with in-
come from sources within the United 
States. 

S. 224 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
224, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow intangible 
drilling and development costs to be 
taken into account when computing 
adjusted financial statement income. 

S. 315 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 315, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Transportation to issue a 
rule requiring access to AM broadcast 
stations in passenger motor vehicles, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 339 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for Medicare cov-
erage of multi-cancer early detection 
screening tests. 

S. 400 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 400, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
hance the paid family and medical 
leave credit, and for other purposes. 

S. 403 
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 

the name of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 403, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to estab-
lish an Office of Rural Health, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 424 
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 424, a bill to amend the Federal secu-
rities laws to enhance 403(b) plans, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 470 
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 

the name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 470, a bill to amend the 

CARES Act to remove a requirement 
on lessors to provide notice to vacate, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 522 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
522, a bill to amend the Federal Credit 
Union Act to modify the frequency of 
board of directors meetings, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 558 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 558, a bill to pro-
vide for the consideration of a defini-
tion of antisemitism set forth by the 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance for the enforcement of Federal 
antidiscrimination laws concerning 
education programs or activities, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 574 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 574, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act to provide 
compensation for poultry growers and 
layers in control areas, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 864 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) and 
the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 864, a bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act to apply 
financial assistance towards the cost- 
sharing requirements of health insur-
ance plans, and for other purposes. 

S. 876 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
876, a bill making continuing appro-
priations for military pay in the event 
of a Government shutdown. 

S. 913 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
913, a bill to repeal and rescind any un-
obligated balances under sections 70002 
and 70003 of the Inflation Reduction 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 918 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 918, a bill to allow Fed-
eral employees who are involuntarily 
separated from Government service 
while serving a probationary or trial 
period to resume that period upon rein-
statement, and for other purposes. 

S. 948 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 948, a bill to reauthorize 
the HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 971 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 971, a bill to provide for 
the conservation of the Chesapeake 
Bay, and for other purposes. 

S. 978 
At the request of Mrs. MOODY, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from 
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) and the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 978, a 
bill to amend the National Housing Act 
to establish a mortgage insurance pro-
gram for first responders, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 986 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 986, a bill to address and take 
action to prevent bullying and harass-
ment of students. 

S. 990 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 990, a bill to prohibit the enforce-
ment of a rule with respect to emis-
sions, to amend the Clean Air Act to 
ensure that tailpipe regulations do not 
limit the availability of new motor ve-
hicles, and for other purposes. 

S. 995 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 995, a bill to repeal a rule of the 
Environmental Protection Agency with 
respect to multi-pollutant emissions 
standards, to amend the Clean Air Act 
to ensure that tailpipe regulations do 
not limit the availability of new motor 
vehicles, and for other purposes. 

S. 1010 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1010, a bill to prohibit the 
use of funds for universities that pro-
vide support to the People’s Liberation 
Army, and for other purposes. 

S. 1012 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1012, a bill to increase 
oversight of foreign direct investment 
in agricultural land in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1258 
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1258 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 331, a bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act with respect 
to the scheduling of fentanyl-related 
substances, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1267 
At the request of Ms. ALSOBROOKS, 

the names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator 
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from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 1267 
intended to be proposed to H.R. 1968, a 
bill making further continuing appro-
priations and other extensions for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and 
Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 1015. A bill to extend the National 
Flood Insurance Program through De-
cember 31, 2026; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, this is 
a theme I have been speaking of which 
affects States across the Nation, which 
is the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram and the threat that it might 
lapse and the inability of families to be 
able to afford. 

Why are flood insurance premiums so 
high, you might ask? Flood insurance 
premiums have skyrocketed across the 
country due to FEMA’s new risk as-
sessment system, Risk Rating 2.0. At 
the heart of the problem of Risk Rat-
ing 2.0 is that with much higher pre-
miums, people will quickly be unable 
to afford coverage and just drop their 
policies. 

It is well-known in the insurance ac-
tuarial world that when you increase a 
policy by a certain percent, there is 
going to be another percent of people 
who just drop their coverage. That 
means that the pool of policyholders 
shrinks, and the program enters into 
what is called an actuarial death spi-
ral, which is to say the risk, instead of 
being spread out over many, is con-
centrated in increasingly fewer people, 
driving up their premiums even that 
much more; therefore, more people 
drop. 

If we do nothing, the National Flood 
Insurance Program will collapse. This 
is important. The National Flood In-
surance Program covers 4.7 million 
American homes across the country. 
Now, clearly, I am concerned about 
Louisiana, as that is my State, but it is 
not just Louisiana or even just a coast-
al issue. Look at a map of those af-
fected. The States in dark yellow have 
been hit the hardest by flooding. They 
have all had at least $1 billion in 
claims from the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. Missouri—inland—has 
had over $1 billion in claims from the 
National Flood Insurance Program, as 
has my home State of Louisiana. But 
just go around, and you can see Cali-
fornia and Hawaii—all with this issue. 
Now, 44 States have had at least $50 
million worth of claims, and those 
would be in the kind of mustard color. 

So here you see again inland States— 
not coastal but inland—having prob-
lems with flooding. When we say a 
‘‘problem with flooding,’’ we mean 
there is a family that has lost their 
possessions. They have lost their home, 
and now, they don’t know where to go. 
That is what we mean by a ‘‘problem 
with flooding.’’ 

My message to my colleagues rep-
resenting States that rely on the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program is, 
let’s find a way forward. One day, the 
National Flood Insurance Program will 
lapse if we fail to act. 

Now, we are going to, with this CR, 
do a temporary—temporary—exten-
sion. I would ask that we actually have 
a reauthorization and a reform of the 
National Flood Insurance Program be-
fore it is too late. 

By the way, a short-term extension is 
better than nothing. I thank Speaker 
JOHNSON in the House for including a 
short-term extension. If that is the 
only option, let’s take that option. 
However, I am working on a longer re-
authorization so that the National 
Flood Insurance Program is not thrown 
into a legal purgatory every year or 
even sometimes multiple times a year. 

Today, I have introduced a bill to 
fully reauthorize the National Flood 
Insurance Program for this year and 
for next year. There are 4.7 million 
homeowners across the country who 
deserve that little bit of certainty, and 
it does not seem like it is asking too 
much. 

Imagine if your homeowners or life 
insurance was subject to lapsing every 
year if Congress couldn’t get their act 
together. Well, for families living in 
communities with the NFIP as the 
only option for flood insurance, this 
would be unsettling. 

In the past 10 years, Congress has 
passed 32 short-term National Flood In-
surance Program extensions. The vote 
we are taking tomorrow will be the 
33rd short-term extension—American 
families holding their breath 33 times. 
Families need stability. Businesses 
need stability. This is the absence of 
stability. This is a yin and a yang. Con-
gress needs to reauthorize this for an 
extended period of time. 

Let’s make flood insurance afford-
able again. I will keep working to do 
that. I am pleased that the Flood In-
surance Program will survive the 
weekend, but we need to make it sur-
vive long term. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and 
Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 1042. A bill to require the Agricul-
tural Research Service to conduct re-
search relating to wildfire smoke expo-
sure on wine grapes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to introduce the Smoke Exposure Re-
search Act of 2025. This legislation will 
bolster research at land-grant univer-
sities to better understand the impacts 
of wildfire smoke on wine grapes. 

Increasingly frequent and cata-
strophic wildfires are threatening the 
longterm sustainability of important 
winegrowing regions in California, 
Washington, and Oregon. Vineyards, 
winery operations, and the commu-
nities they support are routinely facing 
the threat of wildfires that can not 
only destroy vineyards, but even those 

vineyards that escape direct wildfire 
damage can still suffer from prolonged 
smoke exposure, which can be absorbed 
into grapes and create an ashy taste 
known as smoke taint. 

The impact has been particularly 
acute for California’s 4,800 wineries and 
5,900 winegrape growers, who have seen 
significant property loss, loss of tour-
ism, and loss of production due to 
smoke-exposed grapes. The 2020 
wildfires alone are estimated to have 
cost wineries and winegrape growers 
$3.7 billion both from immediate fire- 
caused losses as well as losses in future 
sales due to unharvested grapes ex-
posed to wildfire smoke. 

Yet, there is a limited understanding 
of how to measure and identify com-
pounds that cause smoke taint and 
even less understanding of the mitiga-
tion and risk management measures 
necessary to reduce these impacts. 

Recognizing the dearth of informa-
tion and how much is at stake for the 
wine industry, Congress provided $5 
million to the USDA to identify the 
compounds responsible for smoke taint 
and to develop mitigation methods to 
reduce or eliminate smoke taint. 

This was a great first step, but we 
need more. That is what my bill would 
do. 

The Smoke Exposure Research Act of 
2025 would provide $32.5 million over 
years to ensure the sustainability of 
the wine industry in the face of climate 
crisis. 

Specifically, this bill would direct 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Research Service, in co-
ordination with land-grant universities 
and researchers with viticulture and 
enology expertise, to identify the com-
pounds responsible for smoke taint; es-
tablish standard sampling, testing, and 
screening tools for use in vineyards and 
wineries; and develop new risk assess-
ment tools, mitigation measures, and 
management strategies for growers. 

As reserachers from the University of 
California Davis, Washington State 
University, and Oregon State Univer-
sity explain in recent research, the im-
pact of smoke taint is not predictable. 

We cannot currently predict which 
grapes may have suffered damage based 
on anything intuitive, such as sight, 
smell, or even the flavor of fresh 
grapes. Freshness of wildfire smoke, 
length of exposure, variety of grape— 
the list goes on. There is so much we 
don’t know. 

That is why we need to pass the 
Smoke Exposure Research Act, to en-
sure we have strong science-based data 
for actual risk management and miti-
gation tools to protect the U.S. wine 
industry. 

I would like to thank my colleagues 
Senator Jeff Merkley and Representa-
tives Mike Thompson and Doug 
LaMalfa for their leadership in bol-
stering west coast winegrowing com-
munities and for their partnership on 
this legislation. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to pass the Smoke Exposure 
Research Act as quickly as possible. 
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