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Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify and extend the deduction for chari-
table contributions for individuals not
itemizing deductions.
S. 339
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) and the
Senator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 339, a
bill to amend title XVIII of the Social
Security Act to provide for Medicare
coverage of multi-cancer early detec-
tion screening tests.
S. 470
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Utah
(Mr. LEE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 470, a bill to amend the CARES Act
to remove a requirement on lessors to
provide notice to vacate, and for other
purposes.
S. 485
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. HUSTED)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 485, a
bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide that
major rules of the executive branch
shall have no force or effect unless a
joint resolution of approval is enacted
into law.
S. 522
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as
cosponsors of S. 522, a bill to amend the
Federal Credit Union Act to modify the
frequency of board of directors meet-
ings, and for other purposes.
S. 554
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 554, a bill to enhance bi-
lateral defense cooperation between
the United States and Israel, and for
other purposes.
S. 556
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 556, a bill to impose
sanctions with respect to persons en-
gaged in logistical transactions and
sanctions evasion relating to oil, gas,
liquefied natural gas, and related pe-
trochemical products from the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 646
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. GALLEGO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 646, a bill to prohibit the
use of funds to carry out Executive
Order 14160.
S. 807
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mrs.
MooDY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
807, a bill to provide for the crediting of
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funds received by the National Guard
Bureau as reimbursement from States.
S. 860
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 860, a bill to modify the informa-
tion about countries exporting meth-
amphetamine that is included in the
annual International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report, to require a report to
Congress on the seizure and production
of certain illicit drugs, to impose sanc-
tions with respect to the production
and trafficking into the United States,
of synthetic opioids, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 890
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 890, a bill to increase the
number of landlords participating in
the Housing Choice Voucher program.
S. 978
At the request of Mrs. MooDY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 978, a bill to amend the
National Housing Act to establish a
mortgage insurance program for first
responders, and for other purposes.
S. 1108
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
GALLEGO) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1108, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude all
military retirement and related bene-
fits from Federal income tax.
S. 1122
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1122, a bill to amend title 37,
United States Code, to increase the
basic allowance for housing inside the
United States for members of the uni-
formed services.
S. 1123
At the request of Mr. BANKS, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. TUBERVILLE), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1123, a bill to amend
the Higher Education Act of 1965 to
prohibit an institution of higher edu-
cation that employs unauthorized
aliens from receiving funds from Fed-
eral student assistance or Federal in-
stitutional aid and to require institu-
tions of higher education to participate
in the E-Verify Program in order to be
eligible to participate in any program
authorized under title IV of such Act.
S. 1130
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1130, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Energy to provide technology
grants to strengthen domestic mining
education, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 37
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
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(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 37, a joint resolution termi-
nating the national emergency de-
clared to impose duties on articles im-
ported from Canada.
S. RES. 86

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 86, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate regarding
United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 2758 (XXVI) and the harmful
conflation of China’s ‘‘One China Prin-

ciple” and the United States’ ‘‘One
China Policy”’.
S. RES. 98
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the

name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 98, a resolution condemning
Beijing’s destruction of Hong Kong’s
democracy and rule of law.
S. RES. 136

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 136, a resolution affirming
the rule of law and the legitimacy of
judicial review.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 1142. A bill to adjust the bound-
aries of the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area to include the Scarper
Ridge property; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the Scarper Ridge Golden
Gate National Recreation Area Bound-
ary Adjustment Act, a straightforward,
uncontroversial bill to adjust the
boundary of the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area.

This bill would modify the boundary
of the Golden Gate National Recre-
ation Area, GGNRA, to include the ap-
proximately 896-acre Scarper Ridge
property. This land is currently owned
by the Peninsula Open Space Trust,
who would like to sell this land to the
National Park Service to include with-
in the GGNRA.

The GGNRA is one of the world’s
largest urban national parks, spanning
three counties and more than 82,000
acres of coastal and urban lands. Ac-
cording to the National Park Service,
the GGNRA is an assemblage of mili-
tary, private, and public lands which
altogether offer vast skylines, natural
beauty, and diverse histories to locals
and visitors alike. The GGNRA wel-
comes over 15 million visitors each
year and strives to be an accessible rec-
reational area for all people.

Thanks to continuing efforts by the
Peninsula Open Space Trust, local
partners, Congressman Liccardo,
former Congresswoman Eshoo, and my
predecessors in the Senate, Congress
has previously awarded funding from
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
to purchase additional land to be in-
cluded within the GGNRA.



S1874

However, the lands included in my
bill—known as the Scarper Ridge prop-
erty—require a minor legislative
boundary adjustment in order for the
National Park Service to use future
Land and Water Conservation Fund
dollars to purchase this property and
include it within the park.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to advance this common-
sense, straightforward boundary ad-
justment bill as soon as possible.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and
Mr. MURPHY):

S. 1144. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to treat certain
amounts paid for physical activity, fit-
ness, and exercise as amounts paid for
medical care; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1144

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Personal
Health Investment Today Act of 2025’ or the
“PHIT Act of 2025”".

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to promote
health and prevent disease, particularly dis-
eases related to being overweight or obese,
by—

(1) encouraging healthier lifestyles;

(2) providing financial incentives to ease
the financial burden of engaging in healthy
behavior; and

(3) increasing the ability of individuals and
families to participate in physical fitness ac-
tivities.

SEC. 3. CERTAIN AMOUNTS PAID FOR PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY, FITNESS, AND EXERCISE
TREATED AS AMOUNTS PAID FOR
MEDICAL CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
213(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (C), by striking the period at the
end of subparagraph (D) and inserting ‘¢, or’’,
and by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraph:

‘“(E) for qualified sports and fitness ex-
penses.”.

(b) QUALIFIED SPORTS AND FITNESS EX-
PENSES.—Subsection (d) of section 213 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘(12) QUALIFIED SPORTS AND FITNESS EX-
PENSES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified
sports and fitness expenses’ means amounts
paid exclusively for the sole purpose of par-
ticipating in a physical activity including—

‘(1) for membership at a fitness facility,

‘“(ii) for participation or instruction in
physical exercise or physical activity, or

‘‘(iii) for equipment used in a program (in-
cluding a self-directed program) of physical
exercise or physical activity.

“(B) OVERALL DOLLAR LIMITATION.—The ag-
gregate amount treated as qualified sports
and fitness expenses with respect to any tax-
payer for any taxable year shall not exceed
$1,000 ($2,000 in the case of a joint return or
a head of household (as defined in section
2(b))).
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“(C) FITNESS FACILITY.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A)(i), the term ‘fitness facil-
ity’ means a facility—

‘(i) which provides instruction in a pro-
gram of physical exercise, offers facilities for
the preservation, maintenance, encourage-
ment, or development of physical fitness, or
serves as the site of such a program of a
State or local government or an organization
described in section 501(c)(3) and exempt
from tax under section 501(a),

‘‘(i1) which is not a private club owned and
operated by its members,

‘“(iii) which does not offer golf, hunting,
sailing, or riding facilities,

‘“(iv) the health or fitness component of
which is not incidental to its overall func-
tion and purpose, and

‘(v) which is fully compliant with the
State of jurisdiction and Federal anti-dis-
crimination laws.

‘(D) TREATMENT OF EXERCISE VIDEOS,
ETC.—Videos, books, and similar materials
shall be treated as described in subparagraph
(A)(ii) if the content of such materials con-
stitutes instruction in a program of physical
exercise or physical activity.

‘“(E) LIMITATIONS RELATED TO SPORTS AND
FITNESS EQUIPMENT.—Amounts paid for
equipment described in subparagraph (A)(iii)
shall be treated as qualified sports and fit-
ness expenses only—

‘(i) if such equipment is utilized exclu-
sively for participation in fitness, exercise,
sport, or other physical activity,

‘(i) in the case of amounts paid for ap-
parel or footwear, if such apparel or footwear
is of a type that is necessary for, and is not
used for any purpose other than, a specific
physical activity, and

‘(iii) in the case of amounts paid for any
single item of sports equipment (other than
exercise equipment), to the extent such
amounts do not exceed $250.

“(F) PROGRAMS WHICH INCLUDE COMPONENTS
OTHER THAN PHYSICAL EXERCISE AND PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY.—Rules similar to the rules of para-
graph (6) shall apply in the case of any pro-
gram that includes physical exercise or phys-
ical activity and also other components. For
purposes of the preceding sentence, travel
and accommodations shall be treated as a
separate component.”’.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1146. A bill to permit the televising
of Supreme Court proceedings; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cameras in
the Courtroom Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 28.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 45 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
at the end the following:

“§678. Televising Supreme Court proceedings

‘“The Supreme Court shall permit tele-
vision coverage of all open sessions of the
Court unless the Court decides, by a vote of

March 26, 2025

the majority of justices, that allowing such
coverage in a particular case would con-
stitute a violation of the due process rights
of 1 or more of the parties before the
Court.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 45 of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by inserting at the
end the following:

“678. Televising Supreme Court pro-
ceedings.”.
By Mr. REED (for himself and

Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1152. A bill to amend the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to add Rhode Island
to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am
introducing the Rhode Island Fisher-
men’s Fairness Act along with my col-
league Senator WHITEHOUSE. I am also
pleased that my colleagues Representa-
tive MAGAZINER and Representative
AMO will be introducing a companion
measure in the House of Representa-
tives.

Our legislation will give Rhode Island
a voice and voting representation on
the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council, MAFMC, which manages some
of the most important fish stocks for
our State’s commercial fishing indus-
try—chief among them squid. The Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service re-
ported that Rhode Island led Atlantic
States in the harvest of squid in 2023—
the most recent year for which data is
available. Fishermen landed more than
30.7 million pounds of squid in Rhode
Island, helping make Point Judith one
of the most productive and valuable
commercial fishing ports in the United
States. For years now, Rhode Island’s
landings of stocks managed by the
MAFMC have outpaced the landings of
those managed by the New England
Fishery Management Council, where
Rhode Island is represented. Moreover,
Rhode Island has a larger stake in the
mid-Atlantic fishery than many of the
States that currently hold seats on the
MAFMC.

Because so much is at stake for our
State in every decision the MAFMC
makes, our bill would expand the
MAFMC by two seats in order to en-
sure that Rhode Island will have the
minimum number of seats guaranteed
to other States on the council. It will
allow Rhode Island to continue to have
representation on the New England
Fishery Management Council, where it
still has significant interests.

This proposal is not unprecedented.
In fact, it is modeled on a provision of
the 1996 Sustainable Fisheries Act that
added North Carolina to the MAFMC in
1996 while allowing it to retain its
membership on the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council. More-
over, it will join States like Florida
and Washington which all have rep-
resentation on more than one fisheries
management council.

Mr. President, this is a commonsense
proposal and one that my colleagues
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and I will be working to advance either
on its own or as part of the reauthor-
ization the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
——

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 139—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MARCH 2025 AS
“MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS
MONTH”

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. RES. 139

Whereas music has been present in every
known human culture throughout history
and modern times;

Whereas music is one of the most impor-
tant manifestations of the cultural heritage
of the United States, as music embodies our
national identity and illustrates our shared
history;

Whereas music education helps commu-
nities share ideas and values among cultures
and generations, promoting a more coopera-
tive and inclusive citizenry;

Whereas singing has existed in classrooms
in the United States since before the signing
of the Declaration of Independence;

Whereas, in 1838, music as its own cur-
riculum was first adopted by public author-
ity in the public schools of Boston, Massa-
chusetts;

Whereas the development of a musical peo-
ple has been and remains dependent on a
public commitment to the teaching of music
in all schools;

Whereas State legislatures and educational
agencies have supported music as part of the
regular school curriculum;

Whereas the Every Student Succeeds Act
(Public Law 114-95; 129 Stat. 1802) identified
music as part of a well-rounded education;

Whereas music is a means for exploring the
emotional and aesthetic dimensions of the
human experience;

Whereas music holds intrinsic value as an
art form, providing opportunity for self-ex-
pression, fellowship, and spiritual fulfill-
ment;

Whereas research has documented that
participation in school music programs pro-
motes student engagement, leading to im-
proved social and academic outcomes, par-
ticularly for at-risk students;

Whereas research has documented that
participation in school music programs also
promotes cognitive, social, and emotional
development, exercising skills valuable to
the workforce such as motivation, attentive-
ness, self-discipline, teamwork, persistence,
empathy, respect, and leadership; and

Whereas a disproportionate number of stu-
dents without access to music education at-
tend schools in urban or rural communities,
public schools with a high percentage of stu-
dents from low-income families, and public
schools that are majority Black, Hispanic, or
Native American: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of March 2025
as ‘‘Music in Our Schools Month’’; and

(2) recognizes—

(A) the fundamental importance of music
to the culture of the United States;

(B) the long history of music as an integral
part of the schools in the United States;

(C) the disparate access to high-quality
music education that exists across the
United States; and
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(D) the need to do more to support the
teaching and learning of music in public
schools.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 140—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF
APRIL 2025 AS ‘“NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. SCHIFF) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 140

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause cancer,
such as mesothelioma, asbestosis, and other
health problems;

Whereas symptoms of asbestos-related dis-
eases can take between 10 and 50 years to
present themselves;

Whereas the projected life expectancy for
an individual diagnosed with mesothelioma
is between 6 and 24 months;

Whereas little is known about late-stage
treatment of asbestos-related diseases, and
there is no cure for those diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases might give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove the prognoses of those patients;

Whereas, although the consumption of as-
bestos within the United States has been
substantially reduced, the United States
continues to consume tons of the fibrous
mineral each year for use in certain prod-
ucts;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States have died from asbestos-related dis-
eases, and thousands more die every year
from those diseases;

Whereas, although individuals continue to
be exposed to asbestos, safety measures re-
lating to, and the prevention of, asbestos ex-
posure have significantly reduced the inci-
dence of asbestos-related diseases and can
further reduce the incidence of those dis-
eases;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure, which has been a cause of occupational
cancer;

Whereas a significant percentage of all vic-
tims of asbestos-related diseases were ex-
posed to asbestos on naval ships and in ship-
yvards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana, suffer from asbestos-related
diseases, including mesothelioma, at a sig-
nificantly higher rate than people in the
United States as a whole; and

Whereas the designation of a ‘‘National As-
bestos Awareness Week’ for the 20th year
will continue to raise public awareness about
the prevalence of asbestos-related diseases
and the dangers of asbestos exposure: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2025
as ‘““National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and
educate people about the public health issue
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 141—RECOG-
NIZING THE 204TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. RICKETTS,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. LuMmMIS, Mr. COONS, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. REED, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. TiLLiS, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 141

Whereas the people of ancient Greece de-
veloped the concept of democracy, in which
the supreme power to govern was vested in
the people;

Whereas the founding fathers of the United
States, many of whom read Greek political
philosophy in the original Greek language,
drew heavily on the political experience and
philosophy of ancient Greece in forming the
representative democracy of the TUnited
States;

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former
Commander-in-Chief of Greece and a founder
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, “‘It is in
your land that liberty has fixed her abode
and . . . imitating you, we shall imitate our
ancestors and be thought worthy of them if
we succeed in resembling you.”’;

Whereas, in an October 21, 1823, letter to
Greek scholar Adamantios Koraes discussing
the ongoing Greek struggle for independence,
Thomas Jefferson wrote that ‘‘[n]Jo people
sympathise more feelingly than ours with
the sufferings of your countrymen, none
offer more sincere and ardent prayers to
heaven for their success’’;

Whereas, on January 19, 1824, in a speech in
support of his resolution to send an Amer-
ican envoy to Greece amid its struggle for
independence, then-Congressman Daniel
Webster recognized ‘‘the struggle of an inter-
esting and gallant people . contending
against fearful odds, for being, and for the
common privilege of human nature’’;

Whereas individual American Philhellenes,
including future abolitionists Dr. Samuel
Gridley Howe and Jonathan Peckham Miller,
and George Jarvis, traveled to Greece to
fight alongside and provide aid to the Greek
people in their struggle for independence;

Whereas the people of the United States
generously sent humanitarian assistance to
the people of Greece during their struggle for
independence, often through philhellene
committees;

Whereas Greece heroically resisted Axis
forces at a crucial moment in World War II,
forcing Adolf Hitler to change his timeline
and delaying the attack on the Soviet Union;

Whereas Winston Churchill said that ‘‘if
there had not been the virtue and courage of
the Greeks, we do not know which the out-
come of World War II would have been’ and
“no longer will we say that Greeks fight like
heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks’’;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Greeks
were killed during World War II;

Whereas Greece consistently allied with
the United States in major international
conflicts throughout its history as a modern
state and has been a member of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization since 1952;

Whereas the United States has dem-
onstrated its support for the trilateral part-
nership of Greece, Israel, and Cyprus by en-
acting into law the Eastern Mediterranean
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