S2096

seek admission prior to pursuing a graduate

degree program. The report shall include

data on visa application volumes, processing

times, security outcomes, and economic im-

pacts.

SEC. 3. LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS
FOR CERTAIN ADVANCED STEM DE-
GREE HOLDERS.

(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(F)() Aliens who—

‘(I) have earned a degree in a STEM field
at the master’s level or higher while phys-
ically present in the United States from a
United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 19656 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a))) accredited by an accrediting entity
recognized by the Department of Education;

‘“(IT) have an offer of employment from, or
are employed by, a United States employer
to perform work that is directly related to
such degree at a rate of pay that is higher
than the median wage level for the occupa-
tional classification in the area of employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary of
Labor;

‘‘(IIT) have an approved labor certification
under section 212(a)(5)(A)(1); or

“(IV) are the spouses and children of aliens
described in subclauses (I) through (III) who
are accompanying or following to join such
aliens.

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘STEM
field> means a field of science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics described in the
most recent version of the Classification of
Instructional Programs of the Department of
Education taxonomy under the summary
group of—

“(I) computer and information sciences
and support services;

‘‘(IT) engineering;

‘(ITI) mathematics and statistics;

‘(IV) biological and biomedical sciences;

‘(V) physical sciences;

‘(VI) agriculture sciences; or

‘(VII) natural resources and conservation
sciences.”.

(b) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRATION
STATUS.—Section 204(a)(1)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1154(a)(1)(F)) is amended by striking
¢203(b)(2)”’ and all that follows through ‘“‘At-
torney General” and inserting 203(b)(2),
203(b)(3), or 201(b)(1)(F) may file a petition
with the Secretary of Homeland Security’.

(c) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—Section
212(a)(5)(D) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(1)(F) or under”
after ‘‘adjustment of status under”.

(d) DUAL INTENT FOR F NONIMMIGRANTS
SEEKING ADVANCED STEM DEGREES AT
UNITED STATES INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sections
101(a)(15)(F)(i) and 214(b) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)()
and 1184(b)), an alien who is a bona fide stu-
dent admitted to a program in a STEM field
(as defined in subparagraph (F)(ii) of section
201(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1))) for a degree at the
master’s level or higher at a United States
institution of higher education (as defined in
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) accredited by an ac-
crediting entity recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education may obtain a student
visa, be admitted to the United States as a
nonimmigrant student, or extend or change
nonimmigrant status to pursue such degree
even if such alien seeks lawful permanent
resident status in the United States.
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(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to modify or
amend section 101(a)(156)(F)(i) or 214(b) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 1184(b)), or any regulation
interpreting such authorities for an alien
who is not described in this subsection.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 149—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2025 AS “SECOND
CHANCE MONTH”

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. MARKEY, and Mrs. CAPITO)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 149

Whereas every individual is endowed with
human dignity and value;

Whereas redemption and second chances
are values of the United States;

Whereas millions of citizens of the United
States have a criminal record;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals return to their communities from Fed-
eral and State prisons every year;

Whereas individuals returning from Fed-
eral and State prisons have paid their debt
for committing crimes but still face signifi-
cant legal and societal barriers (referred to
in this preamble as ‘‘collateral con-
sequences’);

Whereas collateral consequences for an in-
dividual returning from a Federal or State
prison are mandatory and take effect auto-
matically, regardless of—

(1) whether there is a nexus between the
crime and public safety;

(2) the seriousness of the crime;

(3) the time that has passed since the indi-
vidual committed the crime; or

(4) the efforts of the individual to make
amends or earn back the trust of the public;

Whereas, for individuals returning to their
communities from Federal and State pris-
ons, gaining meaningful employment is one
of the most significant predictors of success-
ful reentry and has been shown to reduce fu-
ture criminal activity;

Whereas many individuals who have been
incarcerated struggle to find employment
and access capital to start a small business
because of collateral consequences, which
are sometimes not directly related to the of-
fenses the individuals committed or any
proven public safety benefit;

Whereas many States have laws that pro-
hibit an individual with a criminal record
from working in certain industries or obtain-
ing professional licenses;

Whereas, in addition to employment, edu-
cation has also been shown to be a signifi-
cant predictor of successful reentry for indi-
viduals returning from Federal and State
prisons;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record often has a lower level of educational
attainment than the general population and
has significant difficulty acquiring admis-
sion to, and funding for, educational pro-
grams;

Whereas an individual who has been con-
victed of certain crimes is often barred from
receiving the financial aid necessary to ac-
quire additional skills and knowledge
through some formal educational programs;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record—

(1) faces collateral consequences in secur-
ing a place to live; and

(2) is often barred from seeking access to
public housing;
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Whereas collateral consequences can pre-
vent millions of individuals in the United
States from contributing fully to their fami-
lies and communities;

Whereas collateral consequences can have
an impact on public safety by contributing
to recidivism;

Whereas collateral consequences have par-
ticularly impacted underserved communities
of color and community rates of employ-
ment, housing stability, and recidivism;

Whereas the inability to find gainful em-
ployment and other collateral consequences
of conviction inhibit the economic mobility
of an individual with a criminal record,
which can negatively impact the well-being
of the children and families of the individual
for generations;

Whereas the bipartisan First Step Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-391; 132 Stat. 5194) was
signed into law on December 21, 2018, to in-
crease opportunities for individuals incarcer-
ated in Federal prisons to participate in
meaningful recidivism reduction programs
and prepare for their second chances;

Whereas the programs authorized by the
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-
199; 122 Stat. 657)—

(1) have provided reentry services to more
than 442,000 individuals in 49 States and the
District of Columbia since the date of enact-
ment of the Act; and

(2) were reauthorized by the First Step Act
of 2018 (Public Law 115-391; 132 Stat. 5194);

Whereas the anniversary of the death of
Charles Colson, who used his second chance
following his incarceration for a Watergate-
related crime to found Prison Fellowship,
the largest program in the United States
that provides outreach to prisoners, former
prisoners, and their families, falls on April
21; and

Whereas the designation of April as ‘‘Sec-
ond Chance Month’ may contribute to—

(1) increased public awareness about—

(A) the impact of collateral
sequences; and

(B) the need for closure for individuals
with a criminal record who have paid their
debt; and

(2) opportunities for individuals, employ-
ers, congregations, and communities to ex-
tend second chances to those individuals:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2025 as ‘‘Second Chance
Month’’;

(2) honors the work of communities, gov-
ernmental institutions, nonprofit organiza-
tions, congregations, employers, and individ-
uals to remove unnecessary legal and soci-
etal barriers that prevent individuals with
criminal records from becoming productive
members of society; and

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe Second Chance Month
through actions and programs that—

(A) promote awareness of those unneces-
sary legal and social barriers; and

(B) provide closure for individuals with a
criminal record who have paid their debt.

con-

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  150—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF “COUNTERING INTER-
NATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD AB-
DUCTION MONTH” AND EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE
THAT CONGRESS SHOULD RAISE
AWARENESS OF THE HARM
CAUSED BY INTERNATIONAL PA-
RENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION

Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
MURPHY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:
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S. RES. 150

Whereas thousands of children have been
abducted from the United States by parents,
separating those children from their parents
who remain in the United States;

Whereas it is illegal under section 1204 of
title 18, United States Code, to remove, or
attempt to remove, a child from the United
States or to retain a child (who has been in
the United States) outside of the United
States with the intent to obstruct the lawful
exercise of parental rights;

Whereas 9,816 children were reported ab-
ducted from the United States between 2010
and 2020;

Whereas, during 2023, 1 or more cases of
international parental child abduction in-
volving children who are citizens of the
United States were identified in 105 coun-
tries around the world;

Whereas the United States is a party to the
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction, done at The
Hague, October 25, 1980 (TIAS 11670) (referred
to in this preamble as the ‘“‘Hague Conven-
tion on Abduction’’), which—

(1) supports the prompt return of wrongly
removed or retained children; and

(2) calls for all participating parties to re-
spect parental custody rights;

Whereas the majority of children who were
abducted from the United States have yet to
be reunited with their custodial parents;

Whereas, in 2023, Argentina, Belize, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Ecuador, Egypt, Honduras, India,
Jordan, the Republic of Korea, Montenegro,
Peru, Poland, Romania, the Russian Federa-
tion, and the United Arab Emirates were
identified pursuant to the Sean and David
Goldman International Child Abduction Pre-
vention and Return Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101
et seq.) as engaging in a pattern of non-
compliance (as defined in section 3 of that
Act (22 U.S.C. 9101));

Whereas, between 2015 and 2023, a total of
19 countries were previously identified as en-
gaging in a pattern of noncompliance (as so
defined), including Austria, the Bahamas,
the People’s Republic of China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Guate-
mala, Japan, Lebanon, Morocco, Nicaragua,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Saudi Arabia, Slo-
vakia, Trinidad and Tobago, and Tunisia,
showing the importance of continued en-
forcement of United States law by the execu-
tive branch to ensure the return of abducted
children;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States has recognized that family abduc-
tion—

(1) is a form of child abuse with potentially
‘“‘devastating consequences for a child”,
which may include negative impacts on the
physical and mental well-being of the child;
and

(2) may cause a child to ‘‘experience a loss
of community and stability, leading to lone-
liness, anger, and fear of abandonment’’;

Whereas, according to the 2010 Report on
Compliance with the Hague Convention on
the Civil Aspects of International Child Ab-
duction by the Department of State, an ab-
ducted child is at risk of significant short-
and long-term problems, including ‘‘anxiety,
eating problems, nightmares, mood swings,
sleep disturbances, and aggressive behavior’’;

Whereas international parental child ab-
duction has devastating emotional con-
sequences for the child and for the parent
from whom the child is separated;

Whereas the United States has a history of
promoting child welfare through institu-
tions, including—

(1) the Children’s Bureau of the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; and
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(2) the Office of Children’s Issues of the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs of the Department
of State;

Whereas the Coalition to End Inter-
national Parental Child Abduction, through
dedicated advocacy and regular testimony,
has highlighted the importance of this issue
to Congress and called on successive admin-
istrations to take concerted action to stop
international parental child abduction and
repatriate kidnapped United States children;

Whereas Bring Abducted Children Home,
Bring Our Kids Home, iStand Parent Net-
work, and the Coalition to End International
Parental Child Abduction have been recog-
nized by the Department of Justice as non-
profit organizations specializing in inter-
national parental child abduction;

Whereas Congress has signaled a commit-
ment to ending international parental child
abduction by enacting—

(1) the International Child Abduction Rem-
edies Act (22 U.S.C. 9001 et seq.);

(2) the International Parental Kidnapping
Crime Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-173; 107
Stat. 1998), which enacted section 1204 of
title 18, United States Code; and

(3) the Sean and David Goldman Inter-
national Child Abduction Prevention and Re-
turn Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et seq.);

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 543 (112th Congress), agreed to Decem-
ber 4, 2012, condemning the international ab-
duction of children;

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 431 (115th Congress), agreed to April
19, 2018, to raise awareness of, and opposition
to, international parental child abduction;

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 23 (116th Congress), agreed to April 11,
2019, to raise awareness of the harm caused
by international parental child abduction;

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 568 (117th Congress), agreed to July 21,
2022, to raise awareness of the harm caused
by international parental child abduction;

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 115 (118th Congress), agreed to May, 10
2023, to raise awareness of the harm caused
by international parental child abduction;

Whereas Congress calls on the Department
of State to fully use the tools available
under the Sean and David Goldman Inter-
national Child Abduction Prevention and Re-
turn Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et seq.) to ne-
gotiate, and make publicly available, bilat-
eral agreements or memorandums of under-
standing—

(1) with countries not parties to the Hague
Convention on Abduction to resolve abduc-
tion and access cases; and

(2) regarding open abduction and access
cases predating the Hague Convention on Ab-
duction with countries that have thereafter
become parties to the Hague Convention on
Abduction;

Whereas all 50 States and the District of
Columbia have enacted laws criminalizing
parental kidnapping;

Whereas, in 2023, the Prevention Branch of
the Office of Children’s Issues of the Depart-
ment of State—

(1) fielded more than 4,600 inquiries from
the general public relating to preventing a
child from being removed from the United
States; and

(2) enrolled more than 3,700 children in the
Children’s Passport Issuance Alert Program,
which—

(A) is 1 of the most important tools of
the Department of State for preventing
international parental child abduction;

(B) allows the Office of Children’s Issues
to contact the enrolling parent or legal
guardian to verify whether the parental
consent requirement has been met when a
passport application has been submitted
for an enrolled child; and
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(C) has enrolled a total of over 66,600
children in the program since its inception;
Whereas the Department of State cannot

track the ultimate destination of a child
through the use of the passport issued by the
Department of State if the child is trans-
ported to a third country after departing
from the United States;

Whereas a child who is a citizen of the
United States may have another nationality
and may travel using a passport issued by
another country, which—

(1) increases the difficulty of determining
the whereabouts of the child; and

(2) makes efforts to prevent abduction
more critical;

Whereas, during 2023, 205 children were re-
turned to the United States, and an addi-
tional 119 abduction cases, involving 147 chil-
dren, were resolved without the children
being returned to the United States; and

Whereas, in 2023, the Department of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the Pre-
vention Branch of the Office of Children’s
Issues of the Department of State, enrolled
341 children in the Prevent Abduction Pro-
gram, which is aimed at preventing inter-
national parental child abduction through
coordination with U.S. Customs and Border
Patrol officers at the airport, seaport, or
land border ports of entry by intercepting
the child before departure: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and observes ‘‘Countering
International Parental Child Abduction
Month” during the period beginning on April
1, 2025, and ending on April 30, 2025, to raise
awareness of, and opposition to, inter-
national parental child abduction; and

(2) urges the United States to continue
playing a leadership role in raising aware-
ness about the devastating impacts of inter-
national parental child abduction by edu-
cating the public about the negative emo-
tional, psychological, and physical con-
sequences to children and parents victimized
by international parental child abduction.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 151—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES SHOULD RECOGNIZE

THE 1994 GENOCIDE IN RWANDA
AS “THE GENOCIDE AGAINST
THE TUTSI IN RWANDA”

Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr.
CoONS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 151

Whereas, in 2018, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly amended the title of the an-
nual observance of the genocide in Rwanda
on April 7 to be the ‘“‘International Day of
Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the
Tutsi in Rwanda’’;

Whereas United States officials have noted
publicly that the genocide in Rwanda was
“intended to destroy Tutsi’’;

Whereas, on April 7, 2023, Secretary of
State Blinken stated, “The U.S. stands with
Rwanda . . . in remembering the Tutsi vic-
tims of genocide. We also mourn the others
who were murdered for their opposition to a
genocidal regime.”’;

Whereas the TUnited States Integrated
Country Strategy for Rwanda (approved
March 14, 2022) refers to the ‘1994 genocide
against the Tutsi ethnic group’’;

Whereas Rwandan officials, in appro-
priately opposing genocide denial or revi-
sionism, aptly note that any nomenclature
that does not specifically use the phrase



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T15:09:33-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




