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‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’ is ‘‘ambiguous’’ 
and conducive to genocide denial or revi-
sionism; 

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum notes in its public edu-
cational materials on the ‘‘genocide in 
Rwanda’’ that the victims were ‘‘predomi-
nantly Tutsi’’ and that the goal of Hutu ex-
tremist leaders was for ‘‘Rwandan Tutsis to 
be exterminated’’; 

Whereas the United States-based non-
governmental organization Human Rights 
Watch, which played a central role in docu-
menting the genocide in Rwanda and in sup-
porting international efforts to bring the 
perpetrators to justice, found that the 
‘‘Tutsi were being targeted for elimination’’; 

Whereas European diplomats refer to the 
‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’ in public state-
ments; 

Whereas, starting in 2022, the Government 
of the United Kingdom has used the termi-
nology ‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’; and 

Whereas the United States is the only 
major country in the world to publicly reject 
the terminology ‘‘genocide against the 
Tutsi’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the United States should recognize the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda as ‘‘the genocide 
against the Tutsi in Rwanda’’; 

(2) the Secretary of State should publicly 
affirm that terminology; and 

(3) other types of atrocities occurred along-
side the genocide against the Tutsi, and the 
history of the genocide should clearly affirm 
the other experiences of mass violence 
against Rwandans during the same period, 
including the killings and other violence ex-
perienced by Hutus and the Indigenous Twa 
community, perpetrated by Hutu extremist 
militias. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 152—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2025 AS ‘‘PRE-
SERVING AND PROTECTING 
LOCAL NEWS MONTH’’ AND REC-
OGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE OF LOCAL NEWS 

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. KELLY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. SMITH, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. 
BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 152 

Whereas the United States was founded on 
the principle of freedom of the press en-
shrined in the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, which de-
clares that ‘‘Congress shall make no law . . . 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press . . .’’; 

Whereas an informed citizenry depends on 
accurate and unbiased news reporting to in-
form the judgment of the people; 

Whereas a robust, diverse, and sustainable 
local news presence leads to civic engage-
ment and the buttressing of democratic 
norms and practices; 

Whereas local news provides vital informa-
tion on national, State, and local elections 
to help United States citizens execute their 
civic responsibility; 

Whereas the absence of local news outlets 
and investigative reporting allows local gov-
ernment corruption and corporate malfea-
sance to go unchecked; 

Whereas local journalists help combat mis-
information and disinformation by using 

their community knowledge and connections 
to debunk fraudulent or misleading content; 

Whereas local cable franchises routinely 
provide for public educational and govern-
ment access channels on their systems 
that— 

(1) offer vital local civic programming that 
informs communities; 

(2) provide news and information not often 
available on other local broadcast channels 
or cable; 

(3) supplement local journalism; and 
(4) at times, are the only source for local 

news; 
Whereas more than 3⁄4 of United States 

citizens trust local news sources; 
Whereas, according to researchers at the 

Northwestern University Medill School of 
Journalism, the United States has lost more 
than 3,200 local print outlets since 2005; 

Whereas, according to recent research— 
(1) an average of 2.5 local print outlets are 

being shuttered every week in the United 
States; 

(2) more than 200 of the 3,143 counties and 
county equivalents in the United States have 
no local newspaper at all, creating a news 
shortage for over 3,500,000 residents of those 
areas; 

(3) of the remaining counties in the United 
States, more than 1⁄2 have only 1 newspaper 
to cover populations ranging from fewer 
than 1,000 to more than 1,000,000 residents 
and 2⁄3 have no daily newspaper, with fewer 
than 100 of these counties having a digital 
substitute; 

(4) more than 1⁄2 of all newspapers in the 
United States have changed owners during 
the past decade; 

(5) as of 2024, just 10 companies, including 
companies with partial or full ownership by 
private equity firms and hedge funds, control 
1⁄4 of all newspapers and more than 1⁄2 of all 
dailies in the United States; 

(6) of the surviving 5,595 newspapers in the 
United States, thousands now qualify as 
‘‘ghost newspapers’’, or newspapers with re-
porting and photography staffs that are so 
significantly reduced that they can no longer 
provide much of the breaking news or public 
service journalism that once informed read-
ers about vital issues in their communities; 

(7) rural counties are among the counties 
most deeply impacted by the loss of local re-
porting, as more than 500 of the net loss of 
nearly 3,200 newspapers that have closed 
since 2005 are in rural counties; and 

(8) researchers at the Northwestern Uni-
versity Medill School of Journalism esti-
mate that 279 counties across 32 States are 
at an elevated risk of becoming news deserts, 
which would inordinately impact high-pov-
erty areas in the South, Mountain West, and 
Midwest, and communities with significant 
Black, Latino, and Native American popu-
lations; 

Whereas, while overall employment in 
newspaper, television, radio, and digital 
newsrooms dropped by roughly 26 percent, or 
30,000 jobs, between 2008 and 2020, the plunge 
in newspaper newsrooms alone was much 
worse at 57 percent, or 40,000 jobs, during 
that same time period; 

Whereas the number of news employees in 
the radio broadcasting industry dropped by 
26 percent between 2008 and 2020; 

Whereas nearly 15,000 media jobs, including 
jobs in the newspaper industry and broad-
casting, were lost in 2024; 

Whereas, between January and September 
2024, digital-native publications and legacy 
media outlets laid off approximately 2,500 
journalists, and many of those publications 
shuttered during the last year; 

Whereas beat reporting, meaning the day- 
to-day coverage of a particular field that al-
lows a journalist to develop expertise and 
cultivate sources, has ceased to be a viable 

career for would-be journalists due to the 
decimation of newsroom budgets; 

Whereas requests submitted under section 
552 of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
referred to as ‘‘Freedom of Information Act 
requests’’), by local newspapers to local, 
State, and Federal agencies fell by nearly 50 
percent between 2005 and 2010, demonstrating 
a significant drop in the extent to which 
local reporters request government records; 

Whereas, according to the Pew Research 
Center, newspapers in the United States saw 
a decline in advertising revenue of almost 60 
percent between 2013 and 2023; 

Whereas the sponsorship revenue of all- 
news radio stations dropped by 25 percent be-
tween 2019 and 2021; 

Whereas there remains a significant gender 
disparity in newsroom employment, with 
women comprising approximately 1⁄3 of staff 
who are 30 years of age or older; 

Whereas women who are local television 
news anchors and reporters, especially 
women of color, are often subject to harass-
ment and stalking; 

Whereas, across the United States, there 
are nearly 300 media outlets that primarily 
serve Black communities, and, in recent 
years, many of those newspapers have seen— 

(1) significant losses in advertising revenue 
as small businesses in their communities 
were forced to close; and 

(2) declines in circulation due to the clo-
sures of businesses in their communities; 

Whereas the number of Black journalists 
working at daily newspapers dropped by 40 
percent between 1997 and 2014, more than for 
any other demographic group, and the exo-
dus of journalists from local news outlets ex-
acerbated by the economic fallout from the 
COVID–19 pandemic, and declining news 
readership and circulation, has been dis-
proportionately borne by Black constitu-
encies; 

Whereas the number of print media sources 
published by and for Native American read-
ers has shrunk dramatically in recent years, 
from 700 media outlets in 1998 to only 200 in 
2018; 

Whereas Tribally-owned news outlets are 
often dependent on Tribal governments for 
funding, but most of those outlets lack the 
policy structure necessary to fully protect 
journalistic independence; 

Whereas a 2018 survey by the Native Amer-
ican Journalists Association found that 83 
percent of respondents believed that Native 
press coverage of Tribal government affairs 
was sometimes, frequently, or always 
censored; 

Whereas there are more than 620 Latino 
news media outlets in the United States, in-
cluding more than 275 independently owned 
print publications, and collectively those 
news media outlets primarily rely on a de-
clining advertising revenue base; 

Whereas the lack of local news impacts 
communities that speak languages other 
than English, which are often excluded from 
national media coverage; 

Whereas investments in local journalism 
have mainly focused on larger media mar-
kets, contributing to inequities and a jour-
nalistic divide between affluent and low-in-
come communities; 

Whereas student journalists, at the college 
and high school level, have stepped in to play 
an important role reporting on their local 
communities despite the lack of educational 
resources and support; 

Whereas the Pew Research Center reports 
that nearly 1 in 10 statehouse reporters are 
student journalists; 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic took a 
substantial economic toll on the local news 
industry, contributing to budget cuts, staff 
layoffs, and scores of newsroom closures, 
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from which the industry has yet to fully re-
cover, as epitomized by mass layoffs and clo-
sures at several local news outlets in the 50 
States and the District of Columbia since 
2023; 

Whereas PEN America proposed ‘‘a major 
reimagining of the local news space’’ in its 
2019 call-to-action report, ‘‘Losing the News: 
The Decimation of Local Journalism and the 
Search for Solutions’’, and called on society 
and the Federal Government to urgently ad-
dress the alarming demise of local jour-
nalism; and 

Whereas, half a century ago, Congress per-
ceived that the commercial television indus-
try would not independently provide the edu-
cational and public interest broadcasting 
that was appropriate and necessary for the 
United States, and, informed by an inde-
pendent report prepared by the Carnegie 
Commission on Educational Television, cre-
ated the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, which has since ensured that radio 
and television include public interest edu-
cational and reporting programs using annu-
ally appropriated funds: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2025 as ‘‘Preserving and 

Protecting Local News Month’’; 
(2) affirms that local news serves an essen-

tial function in the democracy of the United 
States; 

(3) recognizes local news as a public good; 
and 

(4) acknowledges the valuable contribu-
tions of local journalism towards the main-
tenance of healthy and vibrant communities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 153—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 27, 2025, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL WOMEN IN AGRI-
CULTURE DAY’’ 
Ms. ERNST (for herself, Ms. SMITH, 

Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mrs. BRITT, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mrs. MOODY, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. WARNOCK, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. FETTERMAN, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
KING, Mr. BENNET, Mr. OSSOFF, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WICKER, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. WARREN, and Ms. 
HASSAN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 153 

Whereas the United States proudly recog-
nizes agriculture as one of the most 
impactful industries of the United States 
and acknowledges the countless women who 
help agriculture prosper both in the United 
States and abroad; 

Whereas there are more than 1,200,000 fe-
male agricultural producers in the United 
States, making up more than 1⁄3 of the agri-
cultural producers in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2022, farms operated by women 
in the United States sold $222,000,000,000 in 
agricultural products, accounting for 36 per-
cent of the total agriculture sales in the 
United States for that year; 

Whereas, in addition to leading farming 
operations, women working in agriculture 

make a difference across the United States 
in various commodity and industry fields, in-
cluding research and development, manufac-
turing, sales and distribution, agricultural 
education, agribusiness, and advocacy, which 
extend benefits to individuals across the 
globe through the international trade of the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States recognizes that 
women are vital in fostering the next genera-
tion of the agricultural workforce by pro-
moting science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, and agricultural education 
and entrepreneurial and community initia-
tives by serving as mentors for the 4-H Pro-
gram, the National FFA Organization, the 
Cooperative Extension System, and numer-
ous postsecondary agricultural science edu-
cator programs; 

Whereas March is National Women’s His-
tory Month; and 

Whereas female professionals, instructors, 
and leaders in the agricultural field should 
be celebrated for their efforts during Na-
tional Ag Week, which takes place between 
March 23 and March 29, 2025: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 27, 2025, as ‘‘National 

Women in Agriculture Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the important role of women 

in agriculture as producers, educators, lead-
ers, mentors, and more; and 

(3) encourages all citizens to— 
(A) recognize women working in agri-

culture; and 
(B) praise the significant positive impact 

those women have on the food resources and 
the agricultural workforce of the United 
States by encouraging and empowering 
women to— 

(i) enter the agricultural field, which is a 
high-demand field of work; 

(ii) cultivate opportunities to lead; and 
(iii) feed a hungry world. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have 
seven requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, April 1, 2025, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet in open session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Tues-
day, April 1, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to con-
sider a nomination. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, April 1, 2025, at 10 
a.m., to consider a nomination. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, April 1, 
2025, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, April 1, 2025, 
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, April 1, 
2025, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
April 1, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed briefing. 

f 

NATIONAL WOMEN IN 
AGRICULTURE DAY 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
153, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 153) designating 

March 27, 2025, as ‘‘National Women in Agri-
culture Day’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 153) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 
2, 2025 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, April 2; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of Calendar No. 46, Dean 
Sauer; and notwithstanding rule XXII, 
the Senate vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the Sauer nomination 
at 2:15 p.m.; further, that following the 
cloture vote on the Sauer nomination, 
the Senate vote on cloture on Execu-
tive Calendar No. 47, Harmeet Dhillon; 
finally, that if cloture is invoked on 
the Sauer and Dhillon nominations, at 
a time to be determined by the major-
ity leader in consultation with the 
Democratic leader, during Wednesday’s 
session of the Senate, the Senate vote 
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